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All motorists with any driving history will agree that the local road system is in decline.  
 
The prime examples which I use frequently are Tannery Lane, Longlea Lane and the Axedale/Goornong Road. I 
have not included Strathfieldsaye Road because of its status as a Main Road under Vicroads control. 
 
These were initially constructed by the Shire of Strathfieldsaye as low trafficked rural roads with a nominal 
pavement of natural gravel and a chip seal layer. 
 
They are now subject to vastly greater traffic volume due to urban development, including 40 tonne truck and 
trailer combinations from the Axedale Quarry.  
 
When they were built the largest vehicles would have been a farmers 5 ton truck or an 8 yard tipper. 
  
The decline commenced when amalgamation of the six Municipalities occurred and priority was given to high 
profile developments in the Golden Mile. 
 
I am sure you are familiar with them; Hargreaves Mall, Capital Theatre, Queen Elizabeth Oval, Ulumbarra 
Theatre, Town Hall Refurbishment and the Library Expansion. This is not a complete list. 
 
Add to this the vast amount of funds spent on Sporting Facilities with new Pavilions Playgrounds and Lighting 
installations. (I don’t know of any sporting ground, even relatively lightly  used facilities which has not sprouted 
lighting towers). 
  
The only redeeming feature which has disguised the decline of the road system has been 10 years of relatively 
low rainfall. 
 
With the return of  winter rainfall, expect the decline to accelerate. 
  
Ask the questions: 
  

1. What was the combined expenditure on Road Construction and Maintenance, of the 6 Municipalities 
which formed the COGB, for say the last 2 years in present day values ( adjusted by the Local Govt. 
Construction Cost Index), compared with the current budget provision?  

2. How does the current budget provision compare with the Depreciation allowance for the asset?  
3. What is the frequency of resealing for sealed roads with significant traffic volumes?  
4. What is the length of intended reconstruction in the current budget period and what percentage does 

this represent of the total network?  
5. What extensions/improvements to the system are proposed in the current budget period?  
6. How is the overall health of the system determined and what trends are apparent as a result of 

inspections or measurement? 
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