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Attention: Citizen’s Jury 

 
Dear members of the Citizen’s Jury 

RE: Making Bendigo Australia’s Regional Cycling Capital 

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the City of Greater Bendigo Citizen’s Jury. 

Bike Bendigo is a community based organisation committed to getting more people on bikes and 
making Central Victoria the bicycle capital of Regional Australia. The organisation works in 
partnership across the Greater Bendigo community to continuously improve the bicycle 
friendliness of our region. 
 
Please find a detailed list of Bike Bendigo activities on the final page of this submission. 
 
We promote cycling, its economic, social, health, liveability and environmental benefits to the 
community (for a summary of the benefits visit http://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/Travel-and-
transport/Cycling/Benefits.aspx), advocate for improved infrastructure, facilities and programs 
and work to ensure cycling is an inclusive and accessible activity for everyday travel, recreation 
and doing business. 
 
Research suggests that almost two-thirds of Australians are interested in cycling more often but 
they are concerned about safety, in particular they are concerned about riding in traffic. (Geller 
2016 and Department of Transport and Main Roads, Queensland, 2014). To get these people 
riding more often and enjoying the health, economic, liveability and environmental benefits of 
cycling we need to provide separated infrastructure that allows people to get where they need to 
go in comfort and without the stresses of mixing with traffic. Recent research shows that cities in 
the USA who have invested consistently in cycling in recent years have increased participation in 
cycling, experienced the economic, health and environmental benefits (including alleviating 
congestion) as well as significant equity benefits and improved safety in numbers (see 
https://nextcity.org/daily/entry/nacto-survey-protected-bike-lanes-safety-equity) 
 
Bendigo’s shared paths are an excellent foundation upon which separated infrastructure is being 
provided, evidenced by the strong supportive reaction by the general community to recent media 
on creek paths. The community has shown that when infrastructure has been provided, such as 
creek trails that allow people riding to avoid busy intersections, they are taken up enthusiastically, 
community develops a strong sense of ownership and the paths are quickly appreciated for the 
assets they are. The construction of these networks must continue through the ongoing 
development of connections on the shared path network, new trails should be built to provide the 
broader cross-section of our community with more opportunities to ride. In particular in under-
served, lower-socioeconomic status areas such as Eaglehawk, Long Gully and California Gully 
 
In addition to building Bendigo’s shared path network (which provides for part but not all of 
people’s journey’s), a network of cycle paths, adjacent to but separated from traffic is needed to 
provide people more opportunities to get to work, school, university, shopping, social and cultural 
activities or to simply enjoy the health and recreation benefits of riding a bike. 
 
The following are priorities for investment in the coming Council term (see next page): 
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Cycling Investment priorities for Greater Bendigo: 
 

 Consult on, design and build the priority, separated cycling route from the University to 
Rosalind Park (as identified in the Integrated Transport and Land Use Strategy) 

 Build separated cycling infrastructure across the city with a priority on the city centre, 
providing a comfortable, protected network (as identified in the Integrated Transport and 
Land Use Strategy) 

 Connect the northern and southern ends of the Bendigo Creek Trail through the city 
centre (as identified in the Integrated Transport and Land Use Strategy) 

 Investigate and work toward implementing a public bike share system 

 Complete the Spring Gully Creek Trail, connecting to the Bendigo Creek Trail 

 Consult on, design and build the Ironbark Gully Creek Trail 

 Develop a new Walking and Cycling Strategy (current strategy is from 2006) consistent 
with the Integrated Transport and Land Use Strategy  

 Build the Ewing Park trail head and link this to the Bendigo Railway station (as identified 
in the Integrated Transport and Land Use Strategy) 

 Develop a masterplan for rejuvenating the Bendigo Bushland Trail 

 Implement other cycling initiatives as identified in the Integrated Transport and  
Land Use Strategy 

 Support the extension of the O’Keefe Rail Trail to Wallan (project being led by Mitchell 
Shire) 

 Advocate to VicRoads for the inclusion of separated infrastructure on all new and upgrade 
road projects including Napier Street. 

 Advocate to VicRoads for the inclusion of a subway crossing for the O’Keefe Rail Trail at 
Napier Street and to provide separated infrastructure connections from Napier Street to 
the Bendigo Creek Trail 

 
The City’s Active Living Census has shown cycling in Bendigo is a popular activity across all 
parts of the community (female, male, younger, older, high and low income, urban and rural). 
Bicycle Network Super Tuesday counts also show the rates of cycling in Bendigo are increasing. 
We believe Bendigo has as strong foundations as any city in Australia to become a city that is 
genuinely great for cycling, a world leading regional city. With consistent investment from the City 
of Greater Bendigo, State government and our community we can make Bendigo Australia’s 
Regional Cycling Capital and reap the liveability, economic, health, social, environmental and 
cultural benefits that come with this. 
 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Geoff O’Sullivan 
President 
Bike Bendigo 

 
 
 
  



Bike Bendigo’s Activities include: 

 Events and programs that promote inclusiveness, empowerment and building skills for 

people who are new to riding including  

o the Bendigo Pushy Women Urban cycling skills program 

o Bendigo’s Monthly Community Bike (attracts 40-50 participants each month) 

 Developing a cycling economy and culture in Bendigo by hosting events, working with 

industry and the tourism sector. 

We have hosted events including: 

o Ride for Dad 2014 and 2015 

o Vahland’s Ride (Heritage tour and entertainment celebrating gold era Bendigo 

Architect William Vahland) 

o Providing event bike parking (built by local Men’s Shed) at festivals including the 

Bendigo Easter Festival and the Vibrant Central Bendigo Festival 

o Movie nights in partnership with the Bendigo Sustainability Group 

o Bicycle maintenance workshops 

o Ride on the Fringe (a travelling library in support of the Bendigo Writers Festival 

and Writing on the Fringe) 

 Facilitating the establishment and supporting the development of the Active Travel, Healthy 

Kids Community Network working with parents and schools to become bicycle friendly and 

get more kids riding bikes and walking 

 Submissions to 

o Victorian Parliament Inquiry into bicycle overtaking distances 

o City of Greater Bendigo Integrated Transport and Land Use Plan 

o Victorian Cycling Strategy Update 2016 

 Developing a community bicycle plan that identifies regional cycling priorities and an action 

plan for central Victoria to become the bicycle capital of regional Australia 

 Bringing experts to Bendigo to transfer knowledge including two cycling infrastructure experts 

from the Netherlands (who were already in Australia) in July 2016 

 Providing a common voice for cycling, promoting every day riding by everyday people and 

furthering the narrative and of Central Victoria as Regional Australia’s Bicycle Capital 

 Presentations to a number of national conferences including Bicycle Network’s Bike Futures 

conference and the Australian Walking and Cycling Conference. 
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