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Our Board Members  

Inglewood and Districts Health Service Mike Parker (Chairperson)  
Chief Executive Officer 

Bendigo Community Health Services* 
 

Liz March 
Senior Manager Children, Youth and Families 

Boort District Health 
 

Vicki Poxon  
Chief Executive Officer 

Bendigo and District Aboriginal Cooperative* 
 

Raylene Harradine 
Chief Executive Officer 

Bendigo Health* Jenny Harriott (Finance Committee) 
Community Program Manager 

City of Greater Bendigo* Michael Smyth 
Manager, Information Management 

Centre for Non-Violence* 
 
 
Heathcote Health* 

Margaret Augerinos 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
Dan Douglass (Deputy Chairperson) 
Chief Executive Officer 

Loddon Shire Council Wendy Gladman 
Director Community Wellbeing 

Women’s Health Loddon Mallee* 
 
 

Linda Beilharz  
Executive Officer 
 

 

* Partner organisations based in the City of Greater Bendigo  
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 Introduction 

 

The Bendigo Loddon Primary Care Partnership (BLPCP) was established in 2000, initiated 
and funded by the Victorian Government as part of the state-wide initiative to build 
partnership work across primary health care services.  The purpose of PCPs in Victoria is to 
improve access to services and continuity of care for people through improved service 
coordination, as well as chronic disease management, prevention, and partnership 
development. The guidelines for PCPs are developed by the Department of Health and 
Human Services (DHHS) to support PCPs and identify accountability and reporting 
requirements for the program funds received.  

The BLPCP  is a system of autonomous health and community service organisations and 
local governments in the City of Greater Bendigo and the Loddon Shire that have chosen to 
work as partners on the core business of the Partnership, which is : 

 To build partnerships between agencies. 

 To improve the quality and coordination of primary care services delivered in our 
catchment. 

 To plan and deliver Prevention programs having at least one common Prevention 
priority within all Prevention partners. 

 To plan and develop integrated chronic disease management programs which provide 
client centred health care. 

Our PCP covers a broad landscape, encompassing the two Local Government areas of 
Greater Bendigo and Loddon and 9,700 square kilometres of rural and regional Victoria. 
Our primary care system provides services to over 108,000 people within our catchment, 
including more than 1,500 indigenous people. The driving distance from Heathcote to 
Boort is 148kms.  

 

Driving distances include: 

Bendigo to Boort  102 kms 
Bendigo to Pyramid Hill    92 kms 
Bendigo to Wedderburn   75 kms 
Bendigo to Inglewood    46 kms 
Bendigo to Elmore    46 kms 
Bendigo to Heathcote     46 kms 
Bendigo to Dingee     48 kms 
Korong Vale to Inglewood    42 kms 
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 The Purpose of Our Partnership 

To plan and partner together to close gaps in service access, share our talents and 
resources, and create opportunities to better the health and wellbeing of our communities.  

 

 Partnership Goal 2013-2017 

To strengthen collaboration and integration across sectors in order to: 

 maximise health and wellbeing outcomes, 

 promote health equity, and 

 avoid unnecessary hospital presentations and admissions.  
 

 The Values of Our Partnership 

Our Partnership has five values:  

 Commitment to Community 

 Respect 

 Responsibility 

 Impartiality 

 Stewardship and Leadership 
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Evidence Based Priorities for Targeted Budgeting 

The Bendigo Loddon Primary Care Partnership would like to suggest the following priority areas for 
expenditure by the City of Greater Bendigo working in partnership with other BLPCP partner 
organisations. BLPCP knows well the work and the contribution made by local government in each of 
the identified areas and the partnership will continue to support this effort. The priorities have been 
reached through an evidence based population health planning approach and partnership 
interventions have been designed with a place-based approach.  Evidence and health data is 
provided to partner organisations and the community through BLPCP productions of regularly 
updated Community Profiles and Indigenous Population Profiles available at the BLPCP website. 
www.blpcp.com.au   

 

Target Populations 

Improving the health and wellbeing of hard to reach and vulnerable groups of: 

 Children and young people (0-25 years) 

 Aboriginal people  

 Older people  

Prevention 

 Aligned with the Victorian Health and Wellbeing Plan 2015- 2019 the partnership has identified the  
following Prevention priorities:  

 Mental Health 

 Healthier Eating and Active Living  

 Family Violence 
 
 

The following overlaying approaches to all work undertaken in the identified priority areas and 
beyond are suggested through this submission. These considerations can be made when 
developing initiatives and the prioritising of the required budget allocation. Applying the following 
approaches and lenses to planning supports  the social determinants of health to be addressed 
within the intervention. 

 Gender Lens 

Understanding the unique challenges women and girls face pursuing equality and the ways in 
which systems, institutions and policies must change to advance women’s equality. 

 Social Inclusion Lens 

Analysing legislation, policies, programs, and practices to determine whether they promote the 
social and economic inclusion of individuals, families and communities.  

 Health Equity Lens 

Understanding inequities in health arise because of the circumstances in which people are born, 
grow, live, work, and age, and the design of systems put in place to deal with illness and 
wellbeing.  

http://www.blpcp.com.au/



