
Bendigo Jury Submission 3 - Andrea Metcalf 

Thank you for the opportunity to put in a submission for the jury to consider.  
 
Firstly I will let you know that I am a candidate for the upcoming elections. My submission is about waste 
management and I ask you to consider what this city needs in 8 years +. The reason that I am asking you to think 
longer term is because of the contracts that are already signed with companies.  Our current system is not 
sustainable and I ask you to consider what direction you would like this Council to proceed.  
 
Peter Cox said at last week’s Council meeting our current system is flawed. Elise Chapman spoke about her 
frustration in not getting this sorted as when she was first elected she spoke with Darren Fuzzard about what could 
be done here locally. Four years down the track there is nothing planned locally for the long term. This is not a quick 
fix and I have some thoughts on how we should start changing the process but I’m happy to leave it with you to 
come up with ideas.  
 
Our waste is managed with contracts with: 
 
Four Seasons Waste for 7 years for the collection of the green organics at a cost of $811,200 each year. This will 
increase as more houses are built.  
Wheelie Waste Pty Ltd for loading, carting & disposal of waste from Eaglehawk Landfill at a cost of $2,350,000 each 
year. This is for the transport to Patho and my reading of the 2 year extension of the Contract CN2386-2010/2011 is 
it does not include the green organics waste which is to be carted to Stanhope.  
Ellwaste has the kerbside recycling contract in CoGB. 
Biomix at Stanhope has the contract for the green organics waste. 
 
We pay both Patho and Stanhope to take our waste.  
 
The city is currently building a new waste management cell at Eaglehawk but it only has a short term life span which 
is less than the period that I am asking you to start planning for.  
 
The City pays costs to the EPA of $64 per tonne of rubbish dumped.  
 
The City pays the salary costs of the garbage collection people, the people doing the decontamination of the 
garbage, and the education officer. Salary needs to include superannuation, leave payments, work cover etc. on top 
of their actual wage.  
 
The City also has the costs of buying the garbage trucks and the ongoing maintenance of those trucks.  
 
The councillors were not aware that a composting company wanted to build a decomposition vessel here at Bendigo 
which could have saved the City waste transport costs. This was also an opportunity for Bendigo to take on other 
Council’s waste and reduce our costs.  
 
I’m not sure what $ the City gets back from the recycle yard at Eaglehawk but I am sure that you can get that 
information. Are their costs incurred by the Council in this? What about the E waste recycling?  
 
Good luck and I hope that you pick this project up. I know that waste management is not a trendy issue like coffee 
and culture but the community expects that Council will manage this.  
 
Thanks 
 
Andrea Metcalf 


