Heritage Restoration
Loan Scheme

How to Apply
Application forms for financial assistance from
the Bendigo Heritage Restoration Loan
Scheme are available from the City of Greater
Bendigo Planning Department and Council's
website: www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/planning/
heritage information required includes:




A completed and signed application form
A current and full copy of Title for the
property



A description of the building/place and why it
is of architectural, historical or cultural
heritage significance




Two quotations or firm estimate of the costs.



Where required, a planning/building permit

The Golden Square Hotel (Early)

Existing conditions photographs/historic
photographs

For further information, please contact the
Planning Department either by telephone
(03) 5434 6355 or email
planningenquiries@bendigo.vic.gov.au

The Golden Square Hotel (Before)

Applications for financial assistance under the
Bendigo Heritage Restoration Loan Scheme
should be addressed to:
The Goldmines Hotel restoration works
Chief Executive Officer
City of Greater Bendigo

The Golden Square Hotel (After
restoration works)

City of Greater Bendigo
Bendigo is one of Victoria's most historic regional cities.
Our rich and diverse heritage is an outstanding feature,
treasured by the community and admired by visitors.
Historic public buildings and places abound. Our smaller
rural centres also contain many significant heritage
places.
The City is at the forefront of initiatives to ensure that
our heritage assets are conserved. The City has
undertaken restoration and conservation works to
heritage streetscapes, parks and public buildings and
encourages other property owners to do the same by
providing the Bendigo Heritage Restoration Loan
Scheme.
The Bendigo Eaglehawk Heritage Study completed in
1993, identified over 4,000 heritage buildings and places
for protection in the Planning Scheme.
Recently completed heritage studies includes the
Former Shires of McIvor and Strathfieldsaye Heritage
Study (2009) and the Ironbark heritage Study (2010).
Council is progressively undertaking further heritage
studies for other parts of the municipality.

Eligible Works

The City of Greater Bendigo introduced the Heritage
Restoration Loan Scheme in 1997 to assist owners of
historic buildings to undertake restoration and
conservation projects.
The Scheme offers a no interest loan to the value of half
of the cost of the project and is available to assist with
restoration works on privately-owned historic buildings
listed as having either State or local individual heritage
significance, or located within a heritage precinct. The
City’s Statutory Planning Department can advise you on
the status of your building.
Assistance is available for projects which restore,
conserve, maintain or enhance the ‘significant’ aspects of
a building or of a place. Assistance is not available for
extensions, private internal works, additions or new
works, but can include interpretation plaques and
Conservation Management Plans.
In the past successful heritage loan applications have
included total reconstruction of burnt miner’s cottages, re
-instatement of verandahs, original shop front joinery and
front fences based on historic photographs, as well as
repainting, repairs to timber windows and chimneys.

Conditions of the Heritage
Restoration Loan Scheme
1. Buildings and places must be listed as having
either State or local individual heritage significance
or be located within a heritage precinct.
2. To be eligible for assistance, the minimum cost of
works must be $5,000.
3. The applicant will be required to obtain a planning
and/or building permit if one is required for the
proposed works.
4. The works must be done according to approved
plans.
5. If the loan is $5,000 or greater, the City will take
out a security (a caveat) over the property to
ensure repayment of funds advanced;
6. The City’s Heritage Advisor will prepare a report on
each application which will be forwarded to the
Council’s Heritage Advisory Committee for a
recommendation before being approved by the
Director for Planning and Development.
7. All funded works must be completed within two
years from the date of the grant of the loan.
8. The applicant will be required to provide
photographic evidence of the works and agree that
the photos can be used by the City for promotion of
the Heritage Restoration Loan Scheme. The
completed project may be photographed for
Council records.

Coath Cottage at Happy Valley Road Ironbark
following the 2009 Bushfire.

Coath Cottage at Happy Valley Road Ironbark
after restoration works.

