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1 Our Vision for the Future 

 

Maiden Gully is a vibrant and community-minded village for people to “Live and Grow”. 

Maiden Gully will continue to evolve and grow to meet the needs of the people in this 

community. To support this growth and evolution, Maiden Gully will need adequate 
infrastructure to support residential, commercial, educational, social and recreational facilities.  

It is also imperative that whilst we continue to grow we retain the beauty of this rural community 

in which we live by protecting the natural environment.  

By achieving this Maiden Gully will be able to meet the needs of our growing community. 
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2 Introduction 
 

Community members are best placed to 

plan for the future of their own communities.  

Identifying a vision and then planning the 

actions required to realise the vision is a 

useful mechanism to gain support, and 
direct community action to bring their vision 

to life.   

The Bendigo + 25 Community Plan has been 

developed for the whole of the City of 

Greater Bendigo. As an adjunct to the 

Greater Bendigo Community Plan, citizens 

from Maiden Gully have come together to 

prepare a Community Plan for this District.  
This plan is developed based on the 

principle that community members have 

the opportunity and the ability to come 

together, plan for their future, and take 

action to realise the vision. The Maiden Gully 

Community Plan, along with other plans 

developed by small towns and rural 

communities, will form part of the Bendigo + 

25 Community Plan.  

The planning for the Maiden Gully 

Community Plan has been developed, in 

partnership, where citizens have identified 
opportunities and issues, and are prepared 

to initiate action.   

The implementation of this plan will be the 

responsibility of the people of Maiden Gully. 

Local people will oversee the 

implementation through their chosen 

method, i.e. a committee or association. 

The first step in making this a reality is for 
residents to advocate, in partnership with 

their local councillor, for the development of 

a Maiden Gully Structure Plan as a matter of 

urgency. This will assist to identify the 

immediate and future needs of the Maiden 

Gully community. 

 

 



3 Aim of this process 

 

The Maiden Gully Progress Association was 

established in May 2010 with the appointment 

of a Committee. Since establishment the 
committee has: 

 

• drafted and distributed a community survey; 

• collated and distributed all responses; 

• hosted a number of workshops to discuss the 

issues identified through the surveys; 

• agreed on eight focus group areas, as 

identified through the survey; 

• elected subcommittee chairs to lead these 

committees;  

• drafted the Community Plan; and 

• kept the community informed of its progress. 

 

245 survey responses were received from a 

possible 1,569. The responses were collated and 

used as the basis for the two community 

workshops (attended by 90 people), which 

assisted us in laying the foundations to begin the 

drafting of our Community Plan. 

Seven key themes were identified through the 

survey responses and workshops. Sub-

Committees have now been formed to assist in 

the preparation of the Community Plan and 

progress the initiatives within each theme.  The 

themes are: 

 

• Commercial / Retail and Community 

Services; 

• Sport and Recreation; 

• Education and Training; 

• Natural Environment and Sustainability; 

• Sense of Community; 

• Transport and Movement; and 

• Township Appearance and Structure. 
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4 Brief History of Maiden Gully 

Maiden Gully was named after the founder 

in 1845, James Maidens of Moama. He had 

many interests in the Moama settlement, but 

the rearing of cattle was his link to the 

Bendigo goldfields, which were opened in 

late 1851. He drove his cattle to Bendigo to 

holding pens, which became known as 
Maidens’ or Maiden Gully. 

Until about 1935, the population of the area 

fluctuated in accordance with the changes 

in gold mining activities of Bendigo over that 

period.  Other factors such as droughts, 

depressions and wars also affected these 

fluctuations, though to a lesser extent. 

After 1935, and up to the late 1970’s, the 

growth rate gradually increased.  However, 

since that time, there has been a dramatic 

increase in population, as the area was 

opened up to new residential subdivisions to 

cope with the increased demand for 

housing in and around Bendigo. 

A number of sites and buildings are of 
historical significance to the area. 

One site worthy of heritage listing was the 

‘lonely grave’ at what was Myers Creek, 

which dates back to 1852. The grave of 

Cornishwoman, Maria Ninnes and her two 

children was classified by the National Trust 

in 1997 and stands in a small reserve 

surrounded by the houses of what is now 
known as the Robin Hill Estate. More 

information about the Ninnies Grave is 

provided below.  

The first school in the area opened in 1875 

and was known as Myers Creek State 

School.   Myers Creek was named after 

Thomas and William Myers who were early 

squatters. In its opening year, the school had 

an enrolment of 22.  The school closed in 

1892, re-opened in November 1893 and 

closed again in February 1902. 

A second school was opened on the site 

next to Beckhams Road in 1908. It was 

closed again about 1920 but re-opened in 

1938, when the name was changed to 
Maiden Gully.  When the growth rate of the 

area began to escalate from the 1970’s, it 

became obvious a new school on a larger 

site would be required, and in 1988, a new 

school was opened at the current site on 

Carolyn Way. 

In those early years, the only hotel was 

known as Cloppats after the owner, George 

Cloppat, originally from Switzerland. Later 

this building became known as the Half Way 

House, which was on the corner of Maiden 
Gully Road and the Calder Highway.  

A eucalyptus still, owned by the Boldt family 

from Germany, was also on Maiden Gully 

Road. Another German, Johann 

Schumacher, was a miner and farmer at 

Myers Creek and Schumakers Lane is 

named after him. 

The growing of grapes was widespread 

across the former shire of Marong. 

Unfortunately, the Phylloxera virus in the late 

19th century killed off the wine industry, until 

Stewart Anderson opened the Balgownie 

Winery in 1968. 

Another building of historic interest is 

located in Andrew Road. It was built by DC 
Sterry, a successful mining pioneer who was 

Mayor of Sandhurst in 1878-79, four times 

Shire President of Marong Council and a 

Member of the Victorian Parliament.  An 

interesting feature of this property is the 

huge stables which dwarfed the home. 

The former home of the Monsants family can 

be found at 35 Monsants Road.  The 
premises have undergone growth and 

restoration and now operates as Pratty’s 

Patch. More information about the history of 

Pratty’s Patch is provided below.  

Closer to Bendigo is Rocky Vale Villa, built by 

stonemason, William Beebe senior. His son, 

also William, became a well-known Bendigo 

architect. 
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4.1.1 Pratty's Patch History 

Pratty's Patch is a unique 150-year-old stone 

and brick cottage situated in Monsants 

Road, Maiden Gully. Pratty's Patch was built 

in 1863 by John Fellows to replace a smaller 

bark hut constructed about 3 years earlier 

by John and his convict wife. Pratty's Patch 

Bar and Restaurant was made into a 

restaurant during the early 1980s. The large 

function room was extended ten years later 

and the public bar was added in 1996. 

The present name of the property comes 

from Mr Peter (Pratty) Monsant who lived 
with his family in the house for more than 50 

years. Of Spanish origin, the Monsants 

successfully grew tomatoes for market in the 

surrounding 48 hectares, bringing in water 

via a still-used Wicks race.  

The Monsants contributed much to the 

general amenities of the locale at the time. 

Dances were held in the front room to the 

music of a wind-up gramophone. The room 

had a large open fireplace and oil lamps, 

and many a happy evening was held there. 

Each week in summer, cricket matches 

were held on flat land across the road and 
apparently everybody drank tomato wine.

 

 

 

4.1.2 Ninnes Grave History 

'Thomas and Maria Ninnes and four young 

daughters from Towednack, Cornwall, 

came to Australia by ship in 1848, joining 

other families in South Australia in 1849. On 

3rd February 1852, with a group of 

connected families, they set off from the 

Burra area in South Australia for the Victorian 

goldfields, travelling in bullock drays and 

horses and carts. By April 1852, they had 

pitched their tents at Bullock Creek, 8 miles 

from Long Gully (Bendigo). 

According to the family legend, infant Jane 

died with her mother but no records have 

been located. Grace died at Burra on 5th 

May 1849, aged 2 years 10 months. Another 
daughter Dorcas died during the voyage to 

Australia and was buried at sea aged 7 

months. 

Soon after the death of his wife, Thomas 

Ninnes settled at Spring Farm near Clare in 

South Australia, living there until his death in 

December 1894. 

The original stone wall was rebuilt and the 

headstone placed here in approximately 

1905 after the two surviving daughters, Mary 

(Roach) and Martha (Chapman) returned 

to make arrangements for the grave to be 

cared for, as specified in their father's will.' 

 

 

 



5 Background 
 

 

Maiden Gully is a developing residential 
area. Maiden Gully is bounded by Williams 

Road and Bracewell Street in the north, the 

localities of California Gully, Long Gully, West 

Bendigo, Golden Square and Kangaroo Flat 

in the east, the locality of Lockwood in the 

south and the locality of Marong and Allies 

Road in the west. 

Settlement of the area dates primarily from 
the 1850s, spurred by the gold rush. 

Significant development occurred in the 

post-war years. The population has 
increased substantially since the early 1990s, 

a result of new dwellings being added to 

the area. Much of the area remains rural, 

with scope for future residential 

development. 

Major features of the area include 

Balgownie Estate Vineyard, Historic Pratty’s 

Patch Restaurant, Eaglehawk Golf Course, 
and Maiden Gully Primary School.  
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5.1 Key Statistics  

 

5.1.1 Population and Household Forecasts 

 

• The City of Greater Bendigo (CoGB) is 

the second largest municipality in 

regional Victoria. 

• Growth driven by significant local 

economic and employment growth. 

• 75% of employment in CoGB is 

concentrated in service industries.  

There is also a large core of 

manufacturing enterprises in CoGB, 

especially machinery/equipment and 

food production. 

• Employment growth in services 

boosted by external population 

growth. 

• Traditional flow from surrounding rural 

areas and small towns. 

• Children finishing secondary 

education. 

• People leaving farms as a result of 

efficiencies in agriculture. 

• People from Melbourne and overseas. 

• Departures from CoGB tend to be to 

Melbourne and South-east QLD and 

are typically young adults in their 

twenties. 

• Areas such as Maiden Gully have had 

major development in recent years 

and are attractive to couples and 

families seeking new housing 

opportunities. 
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Forecast Population Growth 

 

Area/Region 2006 2021 2031 

 Population Population 

(Est.) 

% Growth 

pa 

Population 

(Est.) 

% Growth 

pa 

Maiden Gully 3,462 6,587 4.94 10,511 4.67 

 

Maiden Gully is expected to have the second largest increase in population numbers (7,048), 

marginally behind Strathfieldsaye (7,148) by 2,031.  Maiden Gully is also expected to increase in 

size to have a similar population as Golden Square and be slightly smaller than Kangaroo Flat 

(incorporating Big Hill). 
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5.1.2 Maiden Gully Demographics 

 

From 2006 to 2021, the population of Maiden Gully is forecast to increase from 3,462 to 6,587, 

with the number of households expected to increase from 1,089 to 2,132 (an increase of nearly 

100%). 

The population of Maiden Gully is expected to consist of the following age groups: 

 

 2006 2021 

Age Group Number % Number % 

0-19 1,232 35.6 2,244 34.1 

20-29 341 9.9 666 10.1 

30-54 1,368 39.5 2,449 37.2 

55-69 415 12.3 907 13.8 

70 plus 105 3.0 321 4.9 

Total 3,461 100 6,587 100 

 

Households in Maiden Gully are expected to consist of the following types: 

 

 2006 2021 

Household Type Number % Number % 

Couples without Dependents 299 27.3% 637 29.8% 

Couples with Dependents 580 53.0% 1,063 49.8% 

One Parent Families 83 7.6% 159 7.4% 

Sub Total 962 87.9% 2,259 87.2% 

 

• The percentage of households in Maiden Gully with dependent children will approximate 

60% in the fifteen year period to 2021. 

• The most significant period of growth in population and households is expected to be in the 

period from 2015 to 2019. 

 

Suburb Life Cycles (quote from report*) 

New areas are typically settled by young households (young couples and young families and 

perhaps some mature families).  As the families grow and mature, household size increases.  

After initial rapid development, most households "age in place", with slowly shifting demand for 

services, facilities and dwelling types. 
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5.1.3 Community Profile for Maiden Gully 

 

• Between 2001 and 2006, population 

increased from 2,554 to 3,267 (an 

increase of 713).  The number of 

households increased by 247 (802 to 

1,049) with almost all of these new 

households having a mortgage. 

• There is a far higher percentage of 

family households in Maiden Gully 

relative to the Loddon area and a lower 

percentage of elderly residents relative 

to the Loddon area. 

• Households are predominantly born in 

Australia and English speaking. 

• 24.2% of the population are Catholic, 

27.2% of population stated they had no 

religion. 

• A larger proportion of people earning a 

higher income (defined as above $1,000 

per week) (16.2% v 12.8%). 

• A smaller proportion of people earning a 

lower income (defined as below $400 

per week) (41.4% v 46.7%). 

• A larger proportion of households 

earning over $42,794 pa (71.8% of all 

households in Maiden Gully). 

• A significant proportion of the 

population hold educational 

qualifications (42.9% v 37.4%), although 

50.1% of the population hold no 

qualifications (v 50.3%). 

• 96.1% of people over 15 years of age 

seeking a job were employed and only 

3.9% were unemployed.  74.4% of the 

population was in the labour force v 

58.8% (Loddon average). 

• Almost all people travel to work in a 

private vehicle. 

• A larger percentage of the population 

attending primary and secondary 

schools (23.8% v 17%). 

• A lower percentage of the population 

requires assistance with core activities 

(1.6% v 4.8%). 

• A larger percentage of the population 

provided unpaid child care (40.5% v 

29.4%). 

• A larger proportion of households are 

families (88.3% v 69.2%). 

• A larger percentage of households with 

4 or more people (43.2% v 24%). 

• Over 90% of households own their own 

home.  A higher proportion of 

households with a mortgage paying 

more than $950 per month in mortgage 

repayments, probably due to larger 

mortgages and larger homes. 

• A greater proportion of households have 

a broadband connection (39.7% v 28%).  

A greater proportion has a dial up 

internet connection (34% v 26.6%). 

• 81% of households have 2 or more cars 

(v 55.7% for Loddon average). 
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• Major sectors / industries of employment: 

 

Industry Sector Number % 

Retail Trade 233 14% 

Health Care and Social Assistance 216 13% 

Manufacturing 198 11.9% 

Construction 184 11% 

Education and Training 128 7.7% 

Sub Total 959 57.6% 

 

Notes  

• Information taken from 2006 Census figures. 

• All comparisons are against the Loddon Statistical Area. 

*The demographic information is summarised from the City of Greater Bendigo Community 

Profile information prepared by ID Consulting and is based upon Australian Bureau of Statistics 

data from the 2006 census. 
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6 Priority Actions 

 

A community workshop was held to gain 

feedback from local residents about their 

aspirations and ideas for the future 

development of Maiden Gully and district. 

From this workshop the ideas have been 

collated and help to formulate the Themes, 

Goals and Actions outlined in Section 8 - 

Appendix of this document. 

The Maiden Gully Committee then used the 

community workshop feedback to identify 

the following top priorities: 

 

• Advocate for the immediate 

development of a Maiden Gully 

Structure Plan, as a matter of urgency.  

The Maiden Gully Structure Plan needs 

to encompass the entire locality 

including town centre, the existing 

residential areas and the new growth 

areas, i.e., a ‘whole of township’ 

structure plan.  This will apply and be 

relevant to every section of the 

Community Plan. 

• Immediate improvement of cycling and 

walking paths throughout the Maiden 

Gully Township area, including Robin Hill 

Estate.  

• Create an attractive commercial/retail 

hub which incorporates community 

open space and respects the 

rural/country atmosphere of Maiden 

Gully. 

• Establish a process to integrate creek 

land frontages and other significant sites 

with valuable native vegetation, so they 

become future open space and linear 

creek land reserves for our community. 

• Maintain the rural atmosphere and 

environmental qualities of Maiden Gully, 

especially the local indigenous 

vegetation and other landscape 

features. 

• Develop a traffic plan for north/south 

and east/west traffic through Maiden 

Gully.  

• Provide an appropriate area for the 

location of service type industries to 

promote and foster appropriate 

enterprise and provide employment 

opportunities in Maiden Gully.  

• Advocate for the implementation of the 

CoGB PlaySpace Strategy to ensure 

more parks/playgrounds for 

children/families, including the Robin Hill 

estate area, are provided. 

• Investigate the development of a 

multipurpose complex. 
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7 Revising the Plan 

 

Will the plan be revised in the future, and when is it likely to happen? This step gives you a 

chance to evaluate and update your actions for the future. 

 

Revise every two to three years when: 

 

• current actions have been achieved; 

• current actions are no longer relevant; 

• new local priorities are emerging. 

 

CoGB will support the community to do this. 
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8 Appendix – Making it Real 

 

The tables on the following pages detail the work required to make the plan a reality. Work has already started on a number of the items. 

When reviewing the tables below please note that the timeline for delivery is rated as follows: 

 

• Short – 1-2 years 

• Medium - 3-5 years 

• Long - 5 + year 
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8.1 Commercial/Retail and Community Services 

 

Goal 1: Maiden Gully Structure Plan 

Identified Issues Community Actions Timeline Partners 

 Advocate for the development of a Maiden Gully Structure Plan 

in the 2011 year. 

Short • MGPA 

• City of Greater Bendigo 

(CoGB) 

 

Goal 2: To establish a clearly defined commercial/retail area that is developed in keeping with the Maiden Gully identity 

Identified Issues Community Actions Timeline Partners 

Identify a commercial/retail 

area in Maiden Gully. 

Advocate for the development of a Maiden Gully Structure Plan 

(Commercial) as a matter of urgency, as part of the 

development of the broader Structure Plan to: 

• guide future commercial development options, including 

parking needs; 

• confirm whether the land currently zoned Business 1 

within the Maiden Gully township is of sufficient size to 

accommodate the proposed Village Centre, given the 

expected population growth in Maiden Gully and the 

community's desire for centrally located recreational and 

community health services as. 

Short • MGPA Commercial/Retail 

Sub-Committee 

• City of Greater Bendigo 

(CoGB) 

• Vic Roads 

• Powercor 

• Coliban Water 



 Page 19 of 42 

 

Goal 3: To establish a clearly defined commercial/retail area, developed in keeping with the Maiden Gully identity 

Identified Issues Community Actions Timeline Partners 

Encourage new, 

sustainable 
retail/commercial 

businesses to invest in 

Maiden Gully. 

Undertake an economic needs analysis, in partnership with 

CoGB Business Development Unit, to consider the community's 
need for such businesses as: 

• a petrol station; 

• a newsagent; 

• a coffee shop; 

• a bakery; 

• a bank/banking facilities; 

• additional eating places; 

• a hairdresser. 

Develop a ‘Welcome Pack’ to help attract new businesses to 

Maiden Gully. 

Develop a directory that is incorporated within the Maiden Gully 

Progress Association's website, to promote local businesses. 

Liaise with Bendigo Bank to advocate for local Branch. 

Encourage the community to support current and new 

businesses. 

Short – 

Medium 

• MGPA Commercial/Retail 

Sub-Committee 

• CoGB Business 

Development Unit & 

Strategic Development Unit 

• Bendigo Business Council 

• Bendigo Bank 

• Existing Local Business 

Owners 

• Existing owners of 

Commercial Land 

No heavy industrial 

development 

Identify possible light industrial commercial development site. Medium • MGPA Commercial/Retail 

Sub-Committee 

• CoGB Business 

Development Unit & 

Strategic Development Unit 

• Bendigo Business Council 
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Goal 4: Provide required health and support services to Maiden Gully 

Identified Issues Community Actions Timeline Partners 

Health & Wellbeing    

Attract medical facilities to 

Maiden Gully. 

Advocate for the development of a Maiden Gully 

Structure Plan (Commercial), as a matter of urgency, to 

identify appropriate locations for medical facilities 

within Maiden Gully to meet the community's needs. 

Liaise with the Central Victorian Medical Recruitment 

Taskforce and broader medical fraternity to attract a 
GP, dentist and allied health services, possibly as part of 

a "Super Clinic", by promoting the size and population 

potential of Maiden Gully and the surrounding 

"catchment area".  

Short 

 

 

Short to Medium 

• MGPA Community 

Services Sub-Committee 

• City of Greater Bendigo 

(CoGB) 

• Central Victorian Medical 

Recruitment Taskforce 

• Existing landowners in 

Maiden Gully 

Increase the number and 

availability of facilities / 

services / activities for youth 

in Maiden Gully. 

Investigate possibility of after-school activities for 

teenagers at the Maiden Gully Hall. 

Investigate evening bus timetable for young residents to 

have access to Bendigo/Eaglehawk. 

Form working group/partnerships (include MG Primary 

School) to investigate feasibility of Drop-In Centre: 

• central to commercial/retail facilities; 

• co-locate with skate/bike facilities/sporting hub; 

• include public and medical health. 

• Computer & education options. 

Medium • MGPA Community 

Services Sub-Committee 

• City of Greater Bendigo 

(CoGB) 

• YMCA 

• Primary and secondary 

education providers 
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Goal 4: Provide required health and support services to Maiden Gully 

Identified Issues Community Actions Timeline Partners 

Work to ensure local access 

to Maternal Child Health 

Nurse Services. 

Seek to Co-locate these services with a kindergarten in 

an Early Learning Centre. 

Short to Medium • MGPA Community 

Services Sub-Committee 

• City of Greater Bendigo 

(CoGB) 

Increase the number and 

availability of 

services/facilities for an 

ageing population. 

Undertake a feasibility study in conjunction with CoGB 

to: 

• investigate existing program options for seniors, e.g. 

YMCA, Bendigo Health, Outreach, and CoGB; 

• survey older community members to identify areas 

of interest; 

• conduct feasibility of different types of programs; 

• investigate suitable facilities to conduct programs 

(consider using sporting hub). 

• Ensure land is set aside close to Commercial/Retail 

and Community Health Services for the future 

development of a Retirement Village. 

• Contact existing developers of Retirement Villages 

to gauge their interest in developing a Retirement 

Village in Maiden Gully.  

Medium 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Short to Medium 

 

 

Medium 

• MGPA Community 

Services Sub-Committee 

• City of Greater Bendigo 

(CoGB) 

• Existing landowners in 

Maiden Gully 

Support Services    

CoGB run childcare facility. Investigate the possibility of co-locate with kindergarten 

in an Early Learning Centre. 

Advocate to fast track Early Learning Centre in line with 

actual and projected population growth. 

Short to Medium • MGPA Community 

Services Sub-Committee 

• City of Greater Bendigo 

(CoGB) 
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Goal 4: Provide required health and support services to Maiden Gully 

Identified Issues Community Actions Timeline Partners 

Increase Police presence. Liaise with Victoria Police regarding more frequent local 

presence. 

Local Advocacy for more frequent local presence. 

Encourage residents to report all thefts/crime. 

Short / Medium / Long • MGPA Community 

Services Sub-Committee 

• City of Greater Bendigo 

(CoGB) 

• State Government 

• Victoria Police 

• Maiden Gully 

Neighbourhood Watch 

All Emergency Services co-
located in Maiden Gully. 

Advocate for increased services and access in line with 
population growth. 

Set aside land for the location of Emergency Service 

facilities in Maiden Gully. 

Liaise with relevant government departments regarding 

their regulatory requirements for the location of 

Emergency Services facilities. 

Medium to Long • MGPA Community 

Services Sub-Committee 

• City of Greater Bendigo 

(CoGB) 

• CFA 

• State Government 

• Ambulance Victoria 

Community Hub (meeting 

spaces, function area, 

etc.). 

Investigate feasibility of the hub and Sport/Rec Hub 

being one and the same, a superb state of the art 

multipurpose facility. 

Short to Medium • MGPA Community 

Services and 

Sport/Recreation Sub-

Committees 

• City of Greater Bendigo 

(CoGB) 
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8.2 Sport and Recreation 

 

Overarching Goal: To foster the development of a range of passive and active sporting facilities which meet the diverse needs of a growing 

community and visitors alike. 

   

Four key elements underpin this vision: 

i. Development of the proposed ‘community/sporting’ hub at the Catholic College Patas Road site; 

ii. Re-development of the existing Maiden Gully Recreation Reserve to provide sporting and play space facilities comparable (in quality) to 

the new Patas Road development; 

iii. Development of passive/play space facilities within all existing and proposed residential developments in line with the CoGB Playspace 

Strategy; and 

iv. Connection of these key sporting and recreation facilities via walking/running/bike tracks. 

The underlying concept is to provide a ‘family friendly’ area for passive recreation, appropriate to the needs of both the existing Primary School 

and the wider community, through the re-development of the existing Maiden Gully Recreation Reserve, whilst recognising the need for 

additional facilities at the new Patas Road development where there is more space available to develop more suitable facilities for competitive 

junior and senior sporting activities, in line with the anticipated future growth of the Maiden Gully precinct. 

Development of passive/play spaces within the residential developments will help promote community spirit by providing local areas for families 

and neighbours to congregate and enjoy each other’s company. 

The sum of all these efforts will help promote active and healthy lifestyles that support a prosperous and proud community. 
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Specific goals: The following goals are a list of more specific actions to be focused on by the Maiden Gully Community. 

 

Goal 1: Formation of the Maiden Gully Sport and Recreation Sub-Committee 

Action Timeline Partners 

Form a working group consisting of the general community and representatives from all 

existing and proposed Maiden Gully sporting groups to guide future development of sports 

and facilities. 

Key focus areas for the group include: 

• Formulate projections of sporting involvement in Maiden Gully into the future; 

• Identify potential sporting codes that may consider Maiden Gully as the preferred 

centre for that sport in the region (e.g. Epsom and soccer); 

• Work in partnership with the COGB, Catholic College and others to guide the 

development of the proposed new ‘community/sporting hub’ at Patas Road; 

• Work in Partnership with the COGB, existing Maiden Gully sporting clubs and others to 

improve facilities at the existing Maiden Gully Recreation Reserve; 

• Advocate for improved sporting and recreation opportunities/facilities for the Maiden 

Gully community. 

On-going • Existing Maiden Gully 

sporting/recreation groups 

• City of Greater Bendigo 

(CoGB) 

• Others 

 

Goal 2: Increased participation by Maiden Gully residents; Increased membership of local sporting groups 

Action Timeline Partners 

Develop an information pack/brochure that provides details on all existing sporting groups 

within Maiden Gully and how the community can become involved. 

Short • Existing Maiden Gully 

sporting/recreation groups 

• City of Greater Bendigo 

(CoGB) 
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Goal 3: Development of the Patas Road site 

Action Timeline Partners 

Work with the CoGB, Bendigo Catholic College, existing sporting groups and 

the community to develop a new community/sporting hub as a focus for 

competitive junior and senior sporting competition. These facilities should 

include a minimum of three ovals, and courts to support a range of sports 

(cricket, football, baseball, tennis, netball, soccer) with a multi-purpose 

complex to support community events and activities. 

Short to medium • Existing Maiden Gully 

sporting/recreation groups 

• City of Greater Bendigo (CoGB) 

• Bendigo Catholic College 

• Relevant state and national sporting 

bodies 

• Others 

Advocate for the development of an appropriately sized, multi-purpose 

complex as part of the new community sporting hub, to include all required 

administrative and change room facilities, as well as catering, entertainment 

(Including a playground) and function facilities which can be used by the 

wider community. 

Short to Medium • Existing Maiden Gully 

sporting/recreation groups 

• City of Greater Bendigo (CoGB) 

• Bendigo Catholic College 

• Relevant state and national sporting 

bodies 

• Others 

 



 Page 26 of 42 

 

Goal 4: Re-development of the existing Maiden Gully Recreation Reserve 

Action Timeline Partners 

Work with the CoGB to re-develop the existing Maiden Gully Recreation Reserve to 

provide passive/family friendly sporting and recreation facilities. 

Important features of the reserve, as identified by the Maiden Gully community include: 

• A suitably sized oval area, including goal posts and hard cricket wicket.  The oval 

can be used for Maiden Gully Primary School sporting events, or leisure use by the 

Maiden Gully community; 

• District playground – this is to be accessible/visible from the highway to provide a 

suitable rest area for tourists/travellers, as well as a consistent high quality 

playground for the community; 

• Courts that can double as tennis and netball courts; 

• A suitably sized and located complex that can be used for the proposed sporting 

activities and the wider community (administrative, change room, catering, 

entertainment and function facilities); 

• Skate/BMX park; 

• BBQ facilities; 

• Fenced Dog Off-Leash Park; 

• Safe access to and from the reserve for the Primary School. 

It is important that the re-development of the Recreation Reserve provide facilities that 

are comparable in quality to the new Patas Road development.  Failure to meet this will 

result in over-use of the Patas Road site and under-use of the Recreation Reserve. 

Short to 

medium 

• Existing Maiden Gully 

sporting/recreation groups: 

• City of Greater Bendigo (CoGB) 

• Relevant state and national 

sporting bodies 

• Others 
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Goal 5: Identification and development of local passive recreation and play space facilities 

Action Timeline Partners 

In conjunction with the CoGB and DSE, advocate for the development of 

passive recreation and play space facilities within all existing and proposed 
residential developments, in line with the CoGB’s Playspace Strategy. 

Development of these facilities is to include safe and passive connection (i.e. 

walk/run/bike tracks) of these facilities to the local neighbourhood, the wider 

Maiden Gully township, and key sporting/recreation facilities identified above. 

Short to medium • City of Greater Bendigo (CoGB) 

• Future residential developers 

• Department of Sustainability and 

Environment 

• Parks Victoria 

• Others 

Advocate for the development of the Maiden Gully Linear Trail from the 

Calder Highway to Edwards Road, 

Medium to Long • City of Greater Bendigo (CoGB) 

• Future residential developers 

• Department of Sustainability and 

Environment 

• Parks Victoria 

• Others 

 

Goal 6: Swimming pool feasibility study 

Action Timeline Partners 

In conjunction with the CoGB undertake a feasibility study into the 

development of a public swimming pool within the Maiden Gully township. 

Long • City of Greater Bendigo (CoGB) 
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8.3 Education and Training 

 

Overarching goal: To establish trans-generational (whole of life stage) facilities and programs that cater for the diverse education and training 

needs of a growing community. 

 

Goal 1: To plan for the educational needs of the community 

Action Timeline Partners 

In liaison with CoGB and others to advocate for the fast-tracking of an integrated: 

• Early Learning Centre (ELCC), incorporating pre-school and long day care; 

• Maternal and Child Health Services; 

• Early Childhood Intervention Services and Family Services.  

Short 

Ensure that the government continues to plan for the educational needs of the primary 

sector within Maiden Gully by providing funding for the modernisation of the existing 

primary school. 

Short 

Confirm the years to be accommodated for in the new Catholic College campus and 

the expected number of students that the school is catering for. 

Short 

Ensure that State School provision anticipates population and demographic changes 

over 15+ years. 

Medium to 

Long 

To investigate the feasibility of utilising existing facilities and networks to address the 

need for youth and adult education programs – cross reference with 8.5. 

Medium 

To investigate the feasibility of having an organised program for the older residents of 

Maiden Gully (i.e. Senior Citizens group). 

Medium 

Ensure planning for all facilities and programs caters for the future growth of surrounding 

communities (i.e. Marong, Myers Flat) and not just Maiden Gully. 

Medium 

• MGPA 

• MGPA Education & Training Sub-

Committee 

• CoGB 

• Department of Education and 

Early Childhood Development 

(DEECD) 

• Maiden Gully Primary School 

• Jenny’s Kindergarten 

• Catholic College Bendigo 

• Catholic Education Office 

• Continuing Education Bendigo 

• Bendigo Regional Institute of 

TAFE 
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8.4 Natural Environment and Sustainability 

 

Overarching Goal: The following goals provide an overall focus for the MGPA Natural Environment Sub-Committee. 

 

Goal 1: Establish on-going and mutually beneficial relationships with the region’s environmental and sustainability stakeholders 

Action Timeline Partners 

Introduce the Maiden Gully Progress Association (MGPA) to the regions key 

stakeholders and identify practical ways that the MGPA can help achieve the 

various stakeholders visions and aspirations (within Maiden Gully). 

Key stakeholders include (but not limited to): 

• City of Greater Bendigo (COGB) 

• Coliban Water 

• Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) 

• Parks Victoria (PV) 

• North Central Catchment Management Authority (NCCMA) 

• Environment Protection Authority (EPA) 

• Sustainability Victoria 

• Local Landcare Groups 

Short then on-

going 

• MGPA Natural Environment and 

Sustainability Sub-committee 

• City of Greater Bendigo (COGB) 

• Coliban Water 

• Department of Sustainability and 

Environment (DSE) 

• Parks Victoria (PV) 

• North Central Catchment 

Management Authority (NCCMA) 

• Environment Protection Authority (EPA) 

• Sustainability Victoria 

• Landcare 
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Goal 2: Raise awareness of good environmental and sustainable practices within the Maiden Gully community 

Action Timeline Partners 

In conjunction with the regions Stakeholders, develop information brochures 

and packs to encourage Maiden Gully residents to become more 

environmentally aware. 

Key focus areas are: 

• Indigenous and native species 

• Water 

• Energy 

Where possible, information brochures/packs are to utilise existing published 

material.  For example: 

• COGB Indigenous plants of Bendigo Guide 

• COGB Sustainable Building Design Guidelines and Checklist 

• COGB Grey Water Reuse Guidelines 

Short then on-

going 

• MGPA Natural Environment and 

Sustainability Sub-committee 

• City of Greater Bendigo (COGB) 

• Coliban Water 

• Department of Sustainability and 

Environment (DSE) 

• Parks Victoria (PV) 

• North Central Catchment 

Management Authority (NCCMA) 

• Environment Protection Authority (EPA) 

• Sustainability Victoria 
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Specific goals: The following goals are a list of more specific actions to be focused on by the Maiden Gully Community. 

 

Goal 3: Maintain and enhance a rural/bush feel 

Action Timeline Partners 

Create and expand paths and passive recreation areas in Maiden Gully, wherever 

possible, and use these paths to link significant patches of vegetation. 

Short 

Maintain a balance between natural bushland, rural and residential areas. On-going 

Maintain and enhance overall rural/bush feel and appearance in Maiden Gully, 

particularly by retention of upper storey eucalypts and box iron bark, as a priority and 

encouragement of lower storey indigenous plantings, wherever possible. 

On-going 

Encourage the adoption of the CoGB Indigenous Plants of Bendigo Guide by residents, 

schools, businesses and property developers. 

Short then on-

going 

Identify and promote local landowners who achieve biodiversity benefits through the 

planting of locally indigenous vegetation within their urban/semi-urban property. Achieve 

this through promotion of the CoGB Council Rate Rebate – Bushcare Incentive Program. 

On-going 

Encourage the identification of vegetation and wildlife habitat corridors to link significant 

patches of Maiden Gully’s vegetation with the rest of Bendigo. 

Short 

Re-vegetate the creeks and establish a maintenance plan for re-vegetation areas. Long 

Integrate creek landscapes with contiguous residential areas by encouraging residents to 

create indigenous plantings and wildlife corridors. 

On-going 

Explore carbon trading credits and offset planting requirements for re-vegetation of creeks 

and natural landscapes. 

Medium 

Encourage community members to support local initiatives such as tree plantings, re-

vegetating bushland, etc. 

On-going 

• MGPA Natural 

Environment Sub-

committee 

• CoGB 

• DSE 

• NCCMA 

• Local Landcare Groups 
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Goal 4: Sustainable water use 

Action Timeline Partners 

Investigate the options available for delivery of recycled water, including the extension 

of Coliban Waters Class A Recycled Water Scheme. 

Medium 

Encourage all new households to install rainwater tanks. On-going 

Continued community education program to increase the awareness of a limited water 

supply and appropriate water use by residents, businesses, developers, schools and the 
broader community. 

On-going 

Promote safe and practical uses of grey water around the house, through adoption of 

the CoGB Grey Water Reuse Guidelines. 

On-going 

• MGPA Natural Environment 

Sub-committee 

• CoGB 

• Coliban Water 

• EPA 
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Goal 5: Sustainable carbon and energy practices 

Action Timeline Partners 

Promote the installation of solar PV systems to homes and local businesses Short 

Encourage the adoption COGB Sustainable Building Design Policy (including the 

sustainable building design guidelines and checklist) for all new community facilities, 

commercial enterprises and residences 

On-going 

Encourage installation of solar hot water systems on all new homes and retrofitting existing 

homes 

Short 

Explore and promote the range of renewable energy options available in domestic design, 

e.g. solar PV, wind, co-generation, geo-thermal temperature control techniques, solar hot 

water etc. 

Medium 

Encourage the design of a demonstration eco-style subdivision that provides for optimal 

house design and energy efficiency, including: 

• solar orientation 

• optimal insulation 

• household eaves 

• energy smart meters 

• natural ventilation 

• increased thermal mass of building materials 

 

Implement a household energy efficiency program in partnership with the Bendigo 

Sustainability Group 

 

• MGPA Natural 

Environment and 

Sustainability Sub-

committee 

• COGB 

• DPCD 

• Property developers 

• Sustainability Victoria 

• DSE 

• Powercor 

• Bendigo Sustainability 

Group 

• Sustainability Street 

Institute 
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Goal 6: Reduction of waste going to landfill 

Action Timeline Partners 

Promote tri-cycling (recycling and recycling again) of domestic waste 

products. 

On-going 

Explore options to reduce plastic bag usage in Maiden Gully with the longer 

term objective to achieve plastic shopping bag free status. 

Short to medium 

• MGPA Natural Environment Sub-

committee 

• CoGB 

• Local Businesses 
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8.5 Sense of Community 

 

Goal 1: Organise local community events 

Action Timeline Partners 

In partnership with the CoGB and other local community groups  investigate and, 

if appropriate, organise a number of community events each year, such as: 

• Carols by Twilight; 

• Annual Community Day; 

• Market Day; 

• Australia Day; 

• Movies in the Recreation Reserve; 

• Bands in the Recreation Reserve. 

Short, Medium and 

Long 

• CoGB 

• Lions 

• Local producers 

 

Goal 2: Encourage local group fitness 

Action Timeline Partners 

Develop a schedule for walking groups. 

Investigate what local resources are available for group fitness. 

Short • Local Mothers Groups 

• Local retirees 

• Local IGA/Milkbar/Post office 
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Goal 3: Develop communication tools 

Action Timeline Partners 

Work in partnership with local businesses that support Community Groups to 

create a logo, newsletter and develop and maintain a website. 

Short to medium • Bendigo Bank 

• Bendigo Community Telco 

• CoGB 

 

Goal 4: Develop a Welcome Pack for new residents 

Action Timeline Partners 

Create Welcome to Maiden Gully pack 

Include information on all: 

• relevant businesses; 

• services in the area; 

• social and community groups. 

 • CoGB 

• Sponsors/Stakeholders  – e.g. 

IGA, other local businesses and 

social groups  
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8.6 Transport and Movement 

 

Goal 1: Develop a network of safe walking and cycle paths. 

Action Timeline Partners 

Plan a network of commuting and recreational walking and cycle paths 

throughout Maiden Gully, connecting all neighbourhoods to each other and 

to civic, commercial, educational and sporting facilities – building on existing 

paths and those about to be constructed. 

Short to Medium • CoGB 

• Catchment Authority 

• DSE 

• VicRoads 

Advocate the acquisition of further land and utilisation of creek reserve to 

develop a linear park and walking/cycle path along the creek between 
Edwards Road and Calder Highway. 

Medium to Long • CoGB 

• DSE 

• Catchment Authority 

Pave and landscape the power line maintenance track between Edwards 

Road and Carolyn Way (committed Work 2010 – 2011). 

Short • CoGB 

• SP Ausnet 

Form and pave a path along Monsants Road between Carolyn Way and 

Edwards Road (committed Work 2010 – 2011). 

Short • CoGB 

Form and pave a path along McNamara Drive to link Carolyn Way to Calder 

Highway Service Road (committed Work 2010 – 2011). 

Short • CoGB 
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Goal 2: Provide safe and convenient access to and across the Calder Highway through Maiden Gully 

Action Timeline Partners 

Constantly review conditions along the Calder Highway between Monsants 

Road and Specimen Hill Road, and amend speed limits to suit developments 
and respond to incidents. 

Ongoing • CoGB 

• VicRoads 

Develop a strategy for a 4 lane divided boulevard along the Calder Highway 

between Monsants Road and Specimen Hill Road.  

Medium to Long • VicRoads & CoGB with 

reference to The Bendigo 

Roads Study and the Bendigo 

Boulevards Strategy. 

Improve the safety and functionality of the Calder Highway, Monsants Road, 

and Hermitage Road intersection. 

Short • VicRoads 

• CoGB 

Provide a safe pedestrian crossing of the Calder Highway from the Robin Hill 

Estate. 

Short • CoGB 

• VicRoads 

 

Goal 3: Improve Local Road Safety and conditions 

Action Timeline Partners 

Monitor speeds and accident records on major collector/distributor roads 

and introduce traffic calming/intersection treatments where warranted. The 

salient roads are Carolyn Way and Monsants Road. 

Ongoing • CoGB 

Monitor pavement, shoulder and drainage conditions on main 

collector/distributor and feeder roads, and intervene to maintain acceptable 

conditions with respect to levels of roughness, cracking, patching, shoulder 

breaking, etc. The salient roads are Calder Highway, Maiden Gully Road, 
Patas Road, Olympic Parade, Schumachers Road, Edwards Road, Monsants 

Road, and Carolyn Way. 

Ongoing • CoGB 

• VicRoads 
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Goal 4: Foster and improve public transport 

Action Timeline Partners 

Advocate the development of a local school bus service to link the Maiden 

Gully neighbourhoods to the Primary school and the proposed Catholic 
College to reduce traffic and congestion at school start and finish times. 

Short to Medium • CoGB 

• Public Transport Dept 

• School Community Committees 

Encourage residents to utilise the bus service to commute for work and 

business between Maiden Gully and Bendigo CBD. 

Short & Ongoing • CoGB 

• Public Transport Dept 

Advocate the establishment of a taxi rank and allocation of taxis to serve 

Maiden Gully and trips to and from Maiden Gully. 

Medium • CoGB 

• Public Transport Dept 

• Victorian Taxi Directorate 

• Bendigo Taxis Ltd 
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8.7 Township and Appearance 
 

Overarching Goal: To retain a “village-like” atmosphere and rural/bushland setting in a tranquil, family-friendly community. 

 

Goal 1: Ensure existing and future residential development is in keeping with the rural/bushland setting 

Action Timeline Partners 

Advocate for appropriate minimum lot sizes, for new sub-divisions within each precinct, to maintain 

the rural amenity of the area. 

Short • CoGB 

Review current planning schemes for Maiden Gully with reference to site coverage, vegetation and 

permeability. 

Short • CoGB 

Advocate for new estates to include wider roads and nature strips with parking provisions and 

footpaths. 

Short-Medium • CoGB 

Advocate going beyond minimum standards (Rescode). Medium • CoGB 

 

Goal 2: Ensure adequate street lighting is provided for visibility and safety 

Action Timeline Partners 

Review current lighting plan and identify areas within Maiden Gully that require improved street 
lighting. 

Short • CoGB 

• Vic Roads 

• Powercor 

Advocate for funding to ensure adequate lighting is installed. Short – Medium • CoGB 

• Vic Roads 

• Powercor 

 



 Page 41 of 42 

Goal 3: Improve and maintain existing infrastructure and ensure adequate infrastructure provisions for new developments 

Action Timeline Partners 

Work with CoGB to identify all existing drainage problems, develop strategy to address the issues and 

advocate for funding. 

Short–Medium • CoGB 

• Vic Roads 

Review current strategy with regard to infrastructure adequacies, especially for growth areas. Short–Medium • CoGB 

Advocate for increased focus on adequate drainage provisions for growth areas/new sub-divisions. Ongoing • CoGB 

• Vic Roads 

Investigate option to extend services such as gas, sewerage, water, lights, etc. to all residents in 

Maiden Gully. 

Short-Medium • CoGB 

• Service Providers 

 

Goal 4: Ensure the general appearance of Maiden Gully is in keeping with the rural/bushland setting 

Action Timeline Partners 

Develop streetscape master plan for new and existing sub-divisions incorporating use of local 

trees/vegetation. 

Short-Medium • CoGB 

Ensure adequate provision of parks, gardens and play spaces in new and existing sub-divisions. Short • CoGB 

Improve signage/gardens at entry/exit to Maiden Gully (Calder Highway). Medium • Vic Roads 

• CoGB 

Look to implement “Tidy Towns” strategy and conduct events aimed at keeping Maiden Gully clean 

and healthy environment. 

Review standards for “Burning Off” and work with CoGB to ensure these standards are met. 

Medium - Long • CoGB 
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This Community Plan was officially launched by 

Mayor Cr. Rod Fyffe 

on Sunday 12th December 2010 

 

 


