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2 - SITE HISTORY

2.1 Pre-European settlement
history
Gateway Park is part of Jaara Country, the
traditional land of the people of the Dja Dja
Wrung language. The Dja Dja Wrung language
group is one of the five distinct but closely
related communities comprising the Kulin
Nation in south central Victoria.Various
explorers passed through the area in the early
19th Century, and some settlement occurred
before the goldrush with sheep runs.
The original vegetation of the site was
Creekline Grassy Woodland as per the
Ecological Vegetation Class (EVC) definition.
This EVC is described as having a eucalypt
overstorey with an occasional scattered shrub
layer over a mostly grassy/sedgy to herbaceous
ground layer.
Canopy species:
• River Red Gum (Eucalyptus camaldulensis)
• Grey Box (Eucalyptus microcarpa)
• Yellow Box (Eucalyptus melliodora)
Shrubs:
• Golden Wattle (Acacia pycnantha)
• Common Rice-flower (Pimelea humilis)
• Gorse Bitter-pea (Daviesia ulicifolia)
Grasses and herbaceous plants:
• Shiny Everlasting (Xerochrysum viscosum)
• Common Tussock-grass (Poa labillardieri)
• Bristly Wallaby-grass (Austrodanthonia setacea)
• Tall Sedge (Carex appressa)
• Diffuse Rush (Juncus remotiflorus)
Remnant vegetation apart from an overstorey of
River Red Gums is extremely rare on the site.

River Red Gums are common across most of the site

The toilet block was completed in 1991

The current Function Centre was originally a Tourist Information Building

2.2 History of Gateway Park
A thorough history of the site has not been
completed but there are certain facts we can
determine from the general history of the
Bendigo area.

The lake and weir were constructed in 1992

The Bendigo Creek runs northward through
the site. Like all land adjoining creeks in the
Bendigo area, the site would have been dug
over in the rush to find gold in the early 1850s.
Most of the existing vegetation would have
been removed as a result of these activities.
On the eastern side, Kangaroo Gully Creek ran
into Bendigo Creek, but this junction is now the
position of the lake. North of the Lake and still
within Gateway Park, Bendigo Creek is joined
by Sunrise Gully Creek from the west.
The vast majority of the land is Crown Land
set aside for the purpose of Conservation of an
Area of Natural Interest. For information on the
Reservation and Committees of Management of
the balance of the area see the later section on
Land Ownership and Management (Chapter 4.1).
The Rotary Club of Kangaroo Flat applied to
be Committee of Management (CoM) in 1983
and in mid 1983 the Department of Crown
Lands and Survey agreed for five nominees of
the Rotary Club to act as CoM for the majority
of the site.

The Bob Deary Rotunda was constructed by Rotary members in 1996

From this time on a number of improvements
were made to the park, including the
construction of the Tourist Information Building
and attendant car park. It was reported late in
1991 that the public toilets were completed.
In 1991 the Rotary Club of Kangaroo Flat
proposed a lake with weir be created at the
junction of the Bendigo Creek and Kangaroo
Gully Creek. This required the removal of a
number of trees. Their proposal was endorsed
by the Rural City of Marong. Work started on
the lake in February 1992 but was suspended
following concerns by the local Dja Dja Wrung
community who were concerned that a
proper investigation had not been carried out
on the site prior to works commencing. This
investigation was subsequently carried out and
clearance was given to recommence the works.
It is believed the lake was completed in 1992.
In 1996 the Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources gave the Rotary Club
permission to construct a rotunda in the
reserve. This is still present and referred to as
the Bob Deary Rotunda. In 1998 the Rotary
Club obtained the lease of the former Tourist
Information Centre as their clubrooms.

