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3 - STRATEGIC CONTEXT

The development of a Master Plan for Gateway
Park is influenced by the broader context of
the City of Greater Bendigo’s stated plans,
strategies and policies.

3.1 Greater Bendigo in 2036:
The Greater Bendigo + 25
Community Plan (2011)
The development of a Master Plan for Gateway
Park meets many of the commitments and
actions of the Bendigo + 25 Community Plan.
This document illustrates a shared vision of
what Greater Bendigo should be like in 25 years
time. It sets key directions in three priority
areas, liveability, productivity and sustainability.
Some key directions and strategies that relate
to Gateway Park include:
Priority: Liveability
Direction 2: Foster the useability of open
spaces
Key strategy 2.1: Priority action for cycle and
walking infrastructure; 2.2: Foster informal
social activities in open spaces and 2.6:
Develop recreational facilities that are in line
with current usage trends
Priority: Sustainability
Direction 7: Be renowned for our
sustainability practices
Key strategy 7.2: Protect existing
environmental assets

3.2 Council Plan 2009-2013
(updated 2012)
The Council Plan is a document which sets out
the key actions to be pursued by Council over
a four year period to address community needs.
The Gateway Park Master Plan will meet many
commitments outlined in the Council Plan.
Some of these are listed below.
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COUNCIL PLAN 200
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Built and Natural Environment
Strategic Objectives:
Value, conserve and enhance the rich built
and natural heritage
Protect and enhance our existing amenities

Front cover of Council Plan 2009-2013
(updated 2012)
PMS 1807 RED

Achieve high quality outcomes in planning
and policy activities
Encourage and foster high quality design to
create environments that support public
wellbeing and economic success

PMS 432 GREY

PMS 142 GOLD

Economic Development
Strategic Objectives:

Use sustainability principles in the
management of assets, public places and
facilities

Encourage and support a vibrant and
resilient community which values innovation
and creativity

Collaborate with the community and
demonstrate leadership in responding to the
challenges facing the environment

2.2 Promote Bendigo as a place to visit.

Strategies:
1.6 Complete and progress local structure
plans and development strategies to manage
growth.
1.7 Develop and enhance public places, open
spaces and recreation facilities to meet
community needs.

Community and Culture
Strategic Objectives:
Conserve and celebrate the rich cultural
heritage
Strategies:
3.10 Encourage and facilitate opportunities
for active and incidental sport and leisure
activity for all ages and abilities.

3.3 Open Space Strategy (2005)
The Open Space Strategy was developed to
give Council a clear strategic approach to open
space planning and management.
As stated in the executive summary, open
space is one of the City of Greater Bendigo’s
most significant assets and makes a major
contribution to the quality of life enjoyed by
visitors and residents’ (page.1) This report sets
out, amongst other things, a list of objectives for
open space with appropriate strategies for each.
Objectives relevant to Gateway Park include:

View across the lake to the barbecue shelter and toilets

Objective 4: Using open space as a catalyst for
social and economic development (page. 20)
• Undertaking activities which use and
promote the recreational, heritage, cultural
and environmental values of open space.

Objective 2: Protection of Open Space Values
(page.18)

• Protecting natural resources which add to
the appeal of the City

• Protecting, rehabilitating, improving,
reinforcing and promoting the natural and
cultural values of open space.

Objective 5: Application of sound management
practices (page. 21 & 22)

• Using open space as part of wider
environmental maintenance processes.
• Undertaking programs to revegetate open
space with indigenous species and to
remove noxious weeds, pests;
• Ensuring that the uses made of open space
are appropriate and sustainable.
Objective 3: Provision of quality environments and
experiences (page.19)
• Providing a diversity of opportunities for
quality experiences, enjoyment and beneficial
outcomes
• Ensuring that the uses of open space are
suited to the biophysical character of
the assets used, that uses in natural areas
enhance an understanding of the nature of
the assets and that uses are compatible with
surrounding land uses

The path through Gateway Park is part of the Bendigo Creek Linear Trail

• Managing, providing appropriate accessible
facilities on, and programming the use of
open space so that it encourages . . . social
recreational, cultural and educational uses
which contribute to a cohesive and creative
community and to community health and
wellbeing

• Developing responsible and ecologically
sustainable land development practices
which minimise environmental impacts
• Siting open spaces that are major users of
water in such a way they can make use of
on-site storage, stormwater run-off, waste
water and recycled water.
• Consulting with and encouraging individuals
and community groups, and the regional
indigenous community, to take an active role
in open space decision making, especially
when major changes to park management
and use are contemplated.

3.4 Kangaroo Flat Community
Plan (2009)
This plan was developed in 2009 by Kangaroo
Flat Community Enterprise with assistance
from the City of Greater Bendigo. The aim of
this document is to represent the future needs
and wishes of the Kangaroo Flat community
and was established through workshops and
wide consultation. As such it deals with a very
wide range of issues. However there is one
specific mention of Gateway Park under Section
8.8: Sustainability, water and climate change
which includes as a goal to increase storage
capacity of Rotary Park lake to harvest water
and recommends as an action to “Undertake
discussion with Rotary regarding the possible
use of the lake for water harvesting.” (page. 20)

3.5 Other Council Strategies, Policies and Plans
There are a number of other strategies, policies and plans of the City of Greater Bendigo
(CoGB) that are relevant to the Master Plan for Gateway Park. A summary of relevant
issues is included in the accompanying table

Plan

Content

Relevance to Gateway Park

Natural Environment
Strategy:The Green Plan 2
2007-2010

This strategy sets out ways to manage change to improve and maintain a
healthy and functioning natural environment in a time of climate warming
and decreased rainfall.

Undertake measures with greater emphasis on key natural environment
attributes in unirrigated passive reserves with a view to:

Objective 1: Maintain and enhance the biological
diversity of the Municipality and the quality of its
natural environment and resources (page. 6)

- Enhancing biodiversity

Community Access and
Inclusion Plan 2006-2009

This plan demonstrates the CoGB’s continued commitment to the
principles of universal access and social inclusion.

These principles will need to be considered when developing and
implementing the Master Plan.

Bendigo Sustainable Water
Use Plan (June 2007)

This plan demonstrates the commitment of CoGB to sustainable water use. The park is largely unirrigated, recommendations will need to be developed
in regard to sustainable water use.

- Increasing habitat opportunities
- Improving water quality
-	Improving weed management

Greater Bendigo Cycling and Identifies existing cycling and walking pathways and recommends proposed On road and off road bicycle and walking paths pass directly by and through
Walking Strategy November additions.
Gateway Park, which acts as an important destination and node.
2006
Recommends consideration of walking and cycling issues
in all master plans. (page. 44)
Play Space Strategy
2009 – 2014

This strategy identifies existing play spaces and play opportunities and gives Recommends Cooinda Park/Rotary Park is upgraded from district play space
recommendations and guidelines regarding play spaces in the municipality.
to regional play space (page. 51) and to redevelop Cooinda Park/Rotary
Park as a linear regional play space (page. 62). It also recommends that the
redevelopment needs to be made visible from Calder Hwy and Gateway
Park. (Vol 2, page. 62)
Strategy notes that the Beverley Street Play Space has limited play value
with only one small combination unit and rebound wall (Vol 2, page. 59)
and recommends the removal of the Play Space and sale of this land.

Bendigo Urban Lakes Water Outlines water quality issues at five major Bendigo water bodies and gives
Quality Management Plan
recommendations for management
(2004)
Table One: Other Council Strategies, Policies and Plans

Recomends as a high priority to develop a concept plan for a filter strip at
Gateway Park upstream of lake inlet (Vol 2, page 8)

