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Volume 1
Thematic Environmental History
1

Executive Summary & Recommendation
1.1 Introduction
This Heritage Study was commissioned by the City of Greater
Bendigo and funded by the City and Heritage Victoria. The City and
former Councils had undertaken a number of similar studies
throughout the municipality but they had not covered all of Heathcote
and Strathfieldsaye.
The Study is Stage1 of a two-part investigation into the history of
development of the Heathcote and Strathfieldsaye localities and the
identification of places of potential cultural significance within the
study area.

1.2 Purpose of Study
The objectives of Stage1 as outlined in the Brief included:
•

Prepare a thematic environmental history of post-contact
settlement and development of the study area;

•

Identify all post-contact places of potential cultural
significance in the study area;

•

Estimate the resources required to fully research, document
and assess all post-contact places of potential cultural
significance in the study area.

1.3 Steering Committee
The conduct of the Study was overseen by a Steering Committee
constituted by the following persons:
•

Cr W Carney, City of Greater Bendigo;

•

Dr Y Collins, National Trust;

•

Ms J Henderson, Community Representative;

•

Ms N Stephens, Heritage Victoria;

•

Ms J Kennedy, Strategic Planner, City of Greater Bendigo;

•

Mr D Krumins, Study Manager, City of Greater Bendigo.
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The Steering Committee was also assisted by Mr S Myers, GIS
Officer, City of Greater Bendigo.
The Study Team acknowledges the contribution and cooperation of
the Steering Committee and Mr Myers during the Study. The
assistance of community members in the two localities is also
gratefully acknowledged, particularly those who attended the
consultation sessions.

1.4 Study Team
•

Dr J Penney, Historian;

•

Mr D Bick, Conservation Architect;

•

Mr O Moles, Fisher Stewart Study Manager, Town Planner.

1.5 Methodology
The Study was undertaken between February and October 2001.
In summary, the methodology of the Study included:
•

Review of all relevant previous studies, existing registers
(Heritage Victoria, Australian Heritage Commission, National
Trust etc) and other documents;

•

Written notice of the Study and an invitation to participate
during the Study was sent to local historical societies and
other community groups;

•

Two sets of public meetings/workshops in Heathcote and
Strathfieldsaye on 13 and 14 March, and 15 and 16 May.
These were used to investigate and confirm the relevant
environmental themes and to utilise local knowledge to
identify places of potential significance;

•

Articles in the local press about the conduct of the Study;

•

Display of posters publicising the Study in places of
community contact such as the Council service centre in
Heathcote, the Bendigo and Heathcote branches of the
Bendigo and Regional Library, and shops and post offices;

•

Compilation of a Thematic Environmental History of the
Study Area which was reviewed by sections of the
community and the Steering Committee;

•

Field surveys and preliminary assessment of potential places
of significance, including their documentation and initial
recommendations for their inclusion on registers.

The brief for the Study required the Thematic Environmental History
of the Study Area to be based upon the draft Principal Australian
Historic Themes developed by the Australian Heritage Commission.
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A full list of the themes is attached at the rear of this report. Following
research, consultation with the local communities, and assessment by
the Steering Committee, not all of them were deemed relevant to the
history and development of the Heathcote and Strathfieldsaye area.

1.6 Constraints
As with all studies of this type, the main constraints upon the Study
were the budget and the relatively tight timetable. The amount of time
spent on fieldwork and sourcing of information for the written history
was tailored according to these constraints. Due to the large number
of properties initially identified, it was not possible to fully research
all places. Those requiring greater research have had this noted on
their data sheet in Volume 2 and will be fully assessed in Stage 2 of
the study.
One of the usual tasks in Stage 2 of heritage studies is to refine and
crosscheck the information obtained previously. In the case of the
places identified in Stage1, it also involves more on-site investigation
and sourcing of information through references, old municipal Rates
records and the like. In this way the limitations or constraints of
Stage1 are addressed and overcome.

1.7 Main Findings of the Study
A reasonably diverse range of themes representing the history and
development of the area emerged. Like many parts of Victoria and the
nearby areas, mining, forestry and agricultural production were
important elements of this area’s early settlement and development.
The contribution of water for irrigation and other purposes was
perhaps one of the strongest factors that shaped Heathcote and
Strathfieldsaye’s development and set it apart from most other places.
Three hundred and twenty-five (325) places of potential cultural
significance were identified. Unlike the more urban parts of Greater
Bendigo, the places are generally widely dispersed and, with the
exception of the main town centre of Heathcote, not forming
homogeneous precincts. This has implications for the
recommendations and methods of conservation to be developed in
Stage 2 of the Study.

1.8 Resources for Stage 2 of the Study
The brief calls for an estimate of resources required to undertake
Stage 2 of the Study.
Three principal tasks of Stage 2 will be to:
•

Review and refine, as necessary, the Thematic Environmental
History;
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•

Further research, select and document potential places of
significance and interest;

•

Recommend places for various registers, planning controls
(overlays for precincts or individual places) and other
mechanisms to conserve and enhance the heritage of
Heathcote and Strathfieldsaye.

Combined with these will be public consultation and communication
tasks to ensure the community has an understanding and ownership of
the final outcomes of Stage 2.
These tasks will “complete the picture” for the City of Greater
Bendigo and allow Heathcote and Strathfieldsaye to be treated in a
consistent fashion with the rest of the municipality.
Expert resources required for the above principal tasks will be the
same as used for Stage1 i.e. a historian, conservation architect and a
town planner. It is also suggested that a person expert identifying
types and age of trees be included as a number of large species were
identified.
Estimating costs for studies is always a difficult task. The depth of
research and hence the time taken can vary greatly from one place to
another. Prominent buildings designed by well-known architects for
example may already have relevant sources of information identified,
while other smaller buildings and structures may not, thus requiring
new research. Given the number of places identified and the few
precincts involved, it is estimated that Stage 2 should cost a maximum
of $60,000 $70,000.

1.9 Recommendations
1. Council adopt the Heathcote-Strathfieldsaye Heritage Study
Stage1 Report.
2. Council seek funding from Heritage Victoria to complete
Stage 2 of the Study during 2003.
Pending completion of Stage 2 and detailed assessment of potential
places of cultural significance, Council use the Stage1 Report as a
reference document to guide any determinations by Council as the
responsible authority regarding use or development applications for
any places identified therein.
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2

Thematic Environmental History
2.1 Tracing the evolution of the Australian
Environment
CONTEXT: underpinning all the development which occurs on the
surface of the study area is the geological base which determines the
occurrence of precious metals, shapes the soil base which controls the
vegetation potential and establishes the movement of water. This first
theme sets out the determining factors that were in place prior to
human intervention in the landscape and brings an understanding of
how the human factor has operated within this environment over time.
It allows us to recognise and understand the natural environment and
to be aware of how that appreciation has changed and developed over
time.

2.1.1

Assessing scientifically diverse environments

The geology of the Heathcote-Strathfieldsaye study region is complex
1
and diverse. The forces of time and the movement of tectonic plates,
together with rapid volcanic intrusion have created a particular set of
geological circumstances that underpin the activities that have been
undertaken on the surface. Unseen, except where anticlinal folds or
synclines are visible in road or rail cuttings, or when intrusions such
as outcrops protrude, the landscape that is evident today rests on the
rock formations underneath. Mining activity, both past and present, is
dependant on knowledge of what lies under the sub-soil while the
growth of the iron-bark forests, and later agricultural pursuits, so
crucial to the growth of the region, all relate to the ability of the
region to sustain these developments.
The deepest base consists of Devonian mud sediments laid down
during the period when the land was a seabed. Gravity hardened the
layers of mud into sedimentary rock that was folded and layered
during periods of tectonic activity. These sediments, often folded back
upon themselves or angled from pressure, can be clearly seen in road
cuts such as the one in North Costerfield Road (Chauncy Street in
Heathcote) and in other road or rail cuts. The constant process of
erosion, either through the action of wind on the soft surface layers, or
the movement of water in creek and river beds draining the country
towards the Murray River, provide a determining factor in the
developing landscape.
Volcanic intrusions active during Cambrian times, broke through
these complex layers bringing igneous materials and soluble chemical

1 . See J.G.G. Douglas & J.A. Ferguson (eds), Geology of Victoria and E.S. Hills, The Physiography of
Victoria for general geological information and E.W. S. Keates, On the Evidence of the Origins, Age and
Alterations of the rocks near Heathcote and J. Talent, The Silurian and early Devonian Faunas of the
Heathcote District for local information.
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compounds which interacted with the sedimentary rocks to form new
compounds and deposits of chemically altered rock. Gold, silver,
copper and antimony were the most valuable of the deposits but many
types of semi-precious gemstones, such as jasper, selwynite and
various types of cherts were also created during these periods. The
Heathcote Greenstone outcrop runs in a strip the full length of
Heathcote from the south of the town to the junction of the McIvor
and Northern Highway in the north before following the west side of
Mt Ida. Mt Camel and Mt Pleasant are also part of this outcrop, the
largest Cambrian outcrop in Victoria. Stranger Rock at Knowsley is a
well-known example.
Two major fault lines, the McIvor Fault that runs east of the Mt Ida
Creek and the nearby and parallel Heathcote Fault, introduced the
igneous materials into the sedimentary layers. These two parallel
faults run north and south, the McIvor Fault passes to the west of Mt
Ida and the Heathcote Fault continues past Mt Camel. The combined
effects of these two faults had a profound effect on Victorian
geological history and altered the original watercourse of the Murray
River many aeons ago, forcing the flow to move into new channels.
They also introduced a discrete section of volcanic intrusion into the
layers of sedimentary rock. Further to the west, outside the fault lines,
the country shows the impact of glacial movement. Here the tillite
contains material carried by glacial movement from the dividing range
a distance to the south and the rocks can be found lying in straight
lines where the glacier made its deposits. One good example can be
seen at Farley’s Glaciated Pavement Site on the McIvor Highway near
Heathcote, another at Hills Glaciated Pavement Site in Hills Road
Heathcote and a third at Knowsley at the McNutts-Sheedys Glaciated
Pavement Site which are all on the Register of the National Estate.
East of the Mt Ida Creek the Devonian sedimentary layers of
sandstones, mudstones, silts and shales, together with conglomerates
hold fossils of the period. The area around the Mt Ida fire tower is
especially good for fossil remains. Another fault near Costerfield has
not allowed volcanic intrusion but the rock has metamorphosed and
contains gold and allied minerals. West of the creek the rock is also
sedimentary and is partially covered by glacial gravels overlayed from
near Eppalock north almost to Spring Plains. These rocks are from the
older Ordovician period, known as the Lancefield Sediments, and they
stretch west as far as the Campaspe River. The old railway cutting on
the McIvor Highway past the bridge crossing the McIvor Creek which
now disappears into Lake Eppalock is a good place to collect the
various rocks and minerals carried here by the glacial flow.
The two major fault lines, with their intrusions of chemically altered
minerals, contained a wealth of gold and allied minerals which
weathered from the home rock and became deposited in the creek
beds as the rivers dug their channels. Miners excavated these easily
won lumps of alluvial gold and followed the buried creek beds down
searching for buried rivers. When these deep leads were exhausted,
mining companies began to remove and crush the quartz bearing rock
still holding gold in seams while later miners dug down to patches of
mineralised rock well beneath the surface. Sites such as the Pink
A_Report and Thematic Environmental History.doc
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Cliffs Reserve, an abandoned gold mine, demonstrate the soft granite
with its cracks filled with intrusive quartz. The pink stain comes from
dissolved iron oxide seeping into the granite while the sluicing
undertaken by miners trying to release the imbedded quartz containing
the gold has created a surreal landscape. At the Pourmore Gold Mine
Open Cut the layers of sediment can be clearly seen in the pit walls.
Gold was not the only mineral found in this area, or the only metal or
mineral sought although few have been found in the quality or
quantity to encourage a full-scale mining operation. Silver, magnesite,
barium, native copper, pyrite, talc and feldspar are found in the region
but only antimony was deposited in sufficient quantity to enable
successful mining. Many plans were made to mine these minerals
over the years but few came to fruition. A Melbourne syndicate hoped
to mine malachite from a hill near the Criterion Hotel in Heathcote in
1861; copper mines were planned for Long Gully in Heathcote and in
the Mt Camel hills and earlier this century miners hoped to mine
2
copper deposits found along Murray Road Heathcote. Marble, lime
and cement found near Mt Camel were thought worthy enough to
raise a prospectus in 1874 but no work seems to have commenced.
Local Aboriginal people had several quarries on Mt Camel where they
chipped stone axe blanks for both trade and use and this was one of
two major sites in Victoria (Mt William being the other) where such
axe blanks were produced in quantity. Talc was mined in Tipperary
Gully near Kangaroo Flat in the 1920s for a few short years but failed
3
to become a major industry.
Semi precious stones, although not as valuable as gold, are an
important result of geological activity and much prized by gemstone
collectors. Jasper is particularly important and comes in many shades
of colour. Red Jasper is found in large beds of slate in Sheep Station
Creek and in many other localities mainly to the north of the
Heathcote township while the green form can be located in several
places near Heathcote and in various creek beds. Chert, mainly black
chert, is often found with Jasper and manganese bearing cherts were
once mined at Bald Hill. Other associated stones such as opal,
serpentine, smoky quartz and crystal quartz, limestone and marble and
catseye make fossicking worthwhile for collectors. One mineral
unique to the region is Selwynite, a soft mottled green stone suitable
for carving which is found north of Heathcote just west of Mt Ida. Its
rarity and qualities encouraged commercial mining which was not
successful but traces of the mine shafts still remain and mineral
collectors still value it. Mining activities are still noted in the road
names of the region with Copper Mine Road indicating the presence
of this particular mineral for instance.
The Big Hill outcrop, caused by the pressure of granite under heat
against sedimentary rocks, adds significantly to the approach to
Bendigo from Melbourne. Bores in this district rarely run dry and
were a real attractant to the people who settled there in order to work
2
3

. T. Hall, History of Town and District: Heathcote, p. 11
. Kangaroo Flat: a history – Gold, Goats and Peppercorns, p. 103
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their market gardens and orchards. Further south of Big Hill the
Ravenswood district is completely different in topography. Here a
shallow hollow with gently rolling rich grazing land is guarded by the
sharp granite hills of Porcupine Hill, Big Hill, South Ravenswood
Ranges and Mount Herbert. Bullock Creek and other small creeks
keep the area well watered and the Ravenswood Run was selected
very early for its sheep raising qualities. North of Big Hill the
Kangaroo Flats still show evidence of its past as an ancient sea bed
through the graptolites once found swimming some 350 million years
4
ago and now found embedded as fossils in the Ordovician rocks.
The nuggets found in creek beds or in the quartz veins on the flats had
once been part of a much higher landscape that had eroded over the
years to become part of the northern plains of Victoria.
The land to the east of the Bendigo Valley highway, the area now
know as Strathfieldsaye, is less endowed with mineral or rich soils but
the open plains do have pockets of good soil and the land is well
suited to grape growing. The open granite soils are well drained and
the area is well watered. The region held good stands of trees and was
thickly grassed and even today there are stands of native forest
relatively untouched.
The Heathcote-Strathfieldsaye Study Region has a larger proportion
of public lands compared to private lands, much of it under forest,
than many regions that has allowed for many forest activities to
continue. Much of this land was simply reserved as Crown Land to
encourage future gold prospecting but the effect has been to preserve
the forests as well, although certainly not in their original state. Most
have been cut and re-cut over the years. Others, like the Kimbolton
State Forest, were reserved so that people could enjoy the forest and
5
scenery. The obvious conflicts between those environmentalists who
believe that no activity should occur on public lands and those who
argue for the continuation of activities that allow for renewable
resources to survive are common in the region.

4
5

. Kangaroo Flat: a history – Gold, Goats and Peppercorns, p. 12
. See J.O. Randell, Kimbolton for information on the growth and decline of Kimbolton station.
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2.2 Peopling Australia
CONTEXT: this theme allows for an understanding of how the
indigenous people lived and worked in the landscape prior to colonial
intrusions. With little surviving physical evidence of their occupation
able to be protected under urban planning scheme amendments (such
evidence is already protected under the Archaeological Act) we have
focussed in the theme on the effects of migration on the landscape and
traced the development of settlement patterns. Migration to the
goldfields was economically based rather than a flight from
oppression or through organised colonisation so this section traces the
very beginnings of the communities that quickly became established
in rapidly changing conditions.

2.2.1

Migrating

The gold rushes attracted people from all over the world and the
goldfields were a very multicultural society. But, the men who shared
a common history often clustered together in camps depending on
their nationalities and certain parts of the goldfields were known by
those who camped together. With no formal streets or roads and no
street names a visitor found his or her way by recognising certain
camps, often by the flags they flew of their home country. The
6
Chinese camps were kept segregated and were easily recognisable.
Kangaroo Flat was an Italian stronghold for some time with large
7
groups of volatile Italians gathering together. They were known as a
‘secretive’ group who kept the knowledge of their finds to themselves.
Such secrets were common on the goldfield and with good reason.
The Irish miners who congregated at Tipperary Gully in Kangaroo
Flat were equally volatile and at least one major incident involved the
8
Irish defending their claims from claim jumpers. Others gathered
9
around the Back Creek area. Later, Axedale was known as a
predominantly Irish township that played out the old enmities between
Irish and English in every venue from football teams to churches,
10
schools to cemeteries.
The Caledonian Games held regularly in Bendigo gave some
indication of the numbers of people of Scottish descent living in the
11
general district. In 1860 there were a large contingent that attended

6

. See K, Cronin, Colonial Casualties: the Chinese in early Australia, J. Gittens The Diggers from China: the
story of the Chinese on the Goldfields, I.F. McLaren, The Chinese in Victoria: official reports and
documents and M. Cawthorne, The Long Journey for general information and local histories for local
information

7
8

. Kangaroo Flat: a history – Gold, Goats and Peppercorns, p. 14
. Kangaroo Flat: a history – Gold, Goats and Peppercorns, p. 17

9

. F. Cusack, Bendigo: the German Chapter, p. 57.
10
. For background information on the Irish in Australia see P. O’Farrell, The Irish in Australia.

11 . For background information on the Scots in Australia see M.D. Prentis, The Scots in Australia and D.
Watson, Calednia Australis: Scottish Highlanders on the Frontiers of Australia
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the first gathering of the Caledonian Society at the well-reported
12
Games held at the Camp Reserve. It was estimated that about
10,000 people attended the two-day celebrations and competitions
and, although not all needed to have been of Scottish descent, most
13
would have had some connection.
Refer to Appendix A, Map 1. The mines, reefs, gullies and reservoirs
14
of the Kangaroo Flat region:
For the first three years the Caledonian Society ran the Games but
after 1863 the Irish contingent was invited to join in as well and the
Games began to reflect the wider cultural background of the miners.
Certain areas tended to become known by the nationalities that settled
there such as the Scottish contingent at Argyle around Caledonia
Gully.
Some nationalities brought particular skills with them to the
minefields. The tin and copper miners from Cornwall found their
experience of working deep leads in hard rock very useful and often
formed themselves into working partnerships with their own
15
countrymen who could be relied upon. The introduction of Cornish
mining techniques such as the steam powered beam pumps and quartz
crushers meant that there was always a demand for Cornish workers
in the big mines and often the Cornish worked together under the
tribute system. The Cornish were well represented in the development
of mining unions but were equally successful in achieving
16
management positions in many of the larger mines. This seeming
contradiction caused no discord as many fathers did not want to see
their sons underground and preferred them to seek administrative
work. They took both work and religion seriously and built their
17
Wesleyan Churches wherever they settled. And not all worked on
the mines. Many were blacksmith, builders, carpenters or foundrymen
18
while others established prominent businesses.
German speakers were common on the goldfields and although
historians differ as to the actual numbers, it is fair to say that Germans
were well represented, and were probably the third largest group of
19
non-English speakers.
Like other nationalities, they tended
to cluster where they could be with friends and where they could
speak German. South of Bendigo German Gully and Diamond Hill

12
13
14
15

. The Bendigo Advertiser, January 3, 1860
. See M. Petterson, The Sovereign of Sandhurst, pp. 125-133 for information on the Caledonian Society.
. In Kangaroo Flat: a history, goats, gold and Peppercorns, p.7
. See R. Hopkins, Where Now Cousin Jack? And P. Paynton, The Cornish Miner in Australia for specific
information on the Cornish.

16
17
18

.See the Diaries of Richard Pope for one Cornishman’s record of life on the later goldfields.
See R. Hopkins Where Now Cousin Jack? for detailed information on individual churches.
. For a wider view of Cornish and their contribution to mining see P. Paynton, The Cornish Miner in
Australia.

19

. See F. Cusack (ed), Bendigo: the German Chapter , p 13-14 for further information on the population
debate.
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were well known German enclaves as was Victoria Hill, New Chum
20
Gully and Ironbark at a later stage. In the former McIvor Shire they
were also well represented and contributed greatly to the multi
cultural aspects of social life as well as changing the face of the
landscape with their endeavours. Their experience in mining
techniques, some gained in Burra, South Australia, stood them in
good stead but often it was the contributions made by those who
stayed after the first rushes that were important. German wine growers
played an important role in developing the region’s early attempts at
wine making with many of the acres of grapes growing under German
ownership. By 1869 there were some 489 acres under grapes, mostly
in Strathfieldsaye and around the Emu and Axe Creek areas although
21
also at Marong and Huntly.
Other nationalities abounded as the goldfields attracted miners from
all over the world. Americans collected in places like American Flat,
California Gully or American Gully while the French or, more likely
22
the Swiss French, preferred the Jim Crow Diggings. Many
Europeans were glad to be away from the threat of revolution
although they often brought their anti-authoritarian tendencies with
them to the dismay of those trying to administer the goldfields.
Chinese miners were common on the McIvor goldfields, as they were
in Bendigo and Ballarat, especially after the Buckland Riots on the
Ovens Valley fields in July 1855. Between 2,000 and 3,000 Chinese
miners re-worked the ground discarded by the other miners and they
worked long and hard for their often unreported gains. Chinese camps
could be found at several places in the district such as along the Creek
Lead at Heathcote, near the site of the Showgrounds, opposite the Ben
Nevis Hotel in the main street of Heathcote and on the east side of the
23
creek near Brightwell’s Hill.
At Kangaroo Flat there was a strong Chinese community working
over the washdirt discarded by other miners. Their first campsite
caused a major problem when they were found washing in the
Kangaroo Gully water reserve, an areas set aside for clean drinking
24
water. After a nasty fight the camp was shifted. This camp housed
Chinese men of all kinds. Many are mentioned in court records as
being fined for stealing shoes or chickens, common types of theft at
that time while others were law abiding and kept to themselves. Later
these men worked the market gardens along the Bendigo Creek
between Kangaroo Flat and Golden Square. Some returned to China
25
eventually to stay for good, others visited periodically. Some, like
James Chinn, married and brought up their families who have
20
21

. F. Cusack, Bendigo: the German Chapter, p. 57
. See the chapter by D. Dunstan, ‘The Vignerons’ in F. Cusack, Bendigo: the German Chapter, p.67-79 for
further information, also his book,

22
23
24
25

. F. Cusack, Bendigo, a History, p. 60-1
. T. Hall, History of the District and Town: Heathcote, p. 3
. Kangaroo Flat, Goats, Gold and Peppercorns, p. 15
. Kangaroo Flat: a history - Goats, Gold and Peppercorns, p. 160
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contributed so much to the cultural and social life of Kangaroo Flat
and Bendigo in later years.
After the major gold rush period, the Chinese also gathered in small
communities where their market gardens could flourish. At Big Hill
there was a strong Chinese community just below the site of the
26
Lapish home. The Furness family had a small piggery nearby and
supplied the Chinese Camp with pork in return for fresh vegetables.
The watermelon patch was famous although many varieties of fruit
and vegetables were grown there. These Chinese joined with the
Bendigo Chinese community at Easter for the festivities that, early
this century, were restricted to Chinese people only. In the early 1900s
local residents remembered the file of seven Chinese on bicycles
going to play fan-tan at the Chinese Club in Bridge Street every
27
Sunday and returning in the evenings.
The community at Big Hill brought their produce into Bendigo by cart
several times a week to be sold in the shops and markets. Shopkeepers
like the Dowers in Kangaroo Flat would rise early in the morning to
28
catch the carts as they drove past in order to get their supplies.
Transport changed to trucks in the 1920s but the routine of early to
market, home with the manure from the livery stables, continued.
Chinese gardens were common in other areas as well such as Spring
Gully where Ah Louey’s gardens were on the site of the old Teacher’s
29
College. There were four other Chinese also working in vegetable
gardens nearby at the time.

26
27
28

. To Big Hill and Back, p. 26
. Kangaroo Flat: a history – Gold, Goats and Peppercorns, p. 31
. Kangaroo Flat: Goats, Gold and Peppercorns, p, 96. See also pp 96 for a sort history of Dowers shop and
family.

29

. Valley of the Springs, p. 35
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2.3 Developing local, regional and national
economies
CONTEXT: this theme looks at the economic imperatives that
formed the search for land, industries and economic development. As
the colonials spread out across the landscape they sought out places
to settle, places to work and resources of value such as precious
metals. It covers the search for stock routes and arable land, the hunt
for precious metals and the development of primary industry and the
transport and communication networks which were established to
service these growing industries. It looks at how the environment was
adapted and changed by these needs and activities as well as the
services required to maintain the growing communities.

2.3.1

Surveying the continent

2.3.1.1

Looking for overland stock routes

Major Thomas Mitchell’s exploration party of 1836 forged the first
track through the district that was quickly followed by eager young
squatters and overlanders. His heavily loaded dray cut deep grooves
into the ground made boggy by earlier rains which had encouraged a
heavier than usual flush of grass throughout the area he called
‘Australia Felix’. 30 These wheel tracks, called the Major’s Line, led
from Portland across Victoria back to the crossing on the Murray
River near the current town of Albury, and they provided an easy, safe
guide to the newcomers. The deep ruts were visible for many years
and in some ways could be seen as a forewarning of the changes sharp
hoofed animals and hard wheeled carts would soon make to the
environment.
The landscape he described in detail has changed in many ways but
the underlying structure and geological base are still recognisable. 31
Mitchell recognised and described the clay-stone ranges, the steep
banks of the Campaspe and the contributing creeks and pools, the
slate and traprock beds, the open grassy plains, the much admired
open ironbark forests and the easily identifiable peaks. He wrote of
the evidence of Aboriginal occupation he found in every district and
also noted that some European artefacts were found at Aboriginal
camp sites demonstrating the efficient trading system that operated
amongst the inland people. Mitchell was not impressed with the
demeanour of the Aboriginal men he met who were, in his mind,
treacherous, although their evident attempts to see off the trespassers
who had intruded so rudely into their home territory might be admired
today. The last of the explorers, the ill-fated Burke and Wills, also
crossed through the district towards the end of August 1860. They

30. Major Thomas Mitchell , Three Expeditions into Eastern Australia…, 5-8 October, 1838
31 . Ibid
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crossed the Big Hill Ranges through the Mt Herbert Estate and three
trees were marked at that time, one of which may still survive. 32
2.3.1.2

Prospecting for precious metals

Ravenswood Station, held by Stewart Gibson and Frederick Fenton in
1851, is generally regarded as the site of the first gold discovery in the
Bendigo region. 33 Gibson let slip the news one night while drinking
at the nearby Porcupine Inn, around September 1851 according to
some accounts. 34 Some historians make a claim for Margaret
Kennedy, the wife of the station overseer, to be the first to find gold at
a location near Golden Square.35 Others argue that it was Mrs
Kennedy and Mrs Farrell together, whose husbands both worked at
Ravenswood, who were the real claimants. 36 Gold strikes had been
reported elsewhere in Victoria by this stage and the Ballarat and Mt
Alexander fields had already been rushed. Several people around the
Bendigo Creek area had been searching for likely sites and it was
inevitable that the news would spread.
The Kangaroo Flat diggings became famous for its large nuggets and
Bendigo’s largest nugget, The Platypus, was found there in 1861 near
Crusoe Reservoir. 37 Earlier miners had passed through Kangaroo Flat
to get to Golden Square where the first gold was discovered but they
began to follow the rich Bendigo Creek up and down its length into
Kangaroo Gully and Crusoe Gully. It was a sufficiently rich and
populated field by 1852 that the Assistant Gold Commissioner, James
Clough, set up the government camp there.
Like other Bendigo goldfields the Kangaroo Flat fields progressed
through the phases of goldmining from alluvial picking down to the
leads buried in ancient streambeds. Deep mining was the natural
progression as miners began to trace the veins hidden in the quartz or
followed the streams into deep lead mining. Each phase left its marks
on the landscape. The mounds surrounding the earlier shallow holes
littered the scene while forests were cut down to brace the shafts of
deeper mines leaving a bare and blighted backdrop to the hive of
activity. Puddling machines spread their sludge over kilometres of
ground and evidence of sludge can still be seen today. Sluicing cut
into clay banks, dredging changed the shape of creek beds and
cyanide tanks can still be found in the quiet forests. And the miners
followed their reefs further south and up to Big Hill where mines were
still being opened up in the early 1900s. 38 During the Depression
years last century many unemployed men took to the gold fields
again, particularly in the Kangaroo Flat area, and many were
moderately successful.

32 . To Big Hill and Back, p. 27
33 . L.J. Blake, Gold Escort, p. 109
34 . L.J. Blake, Gold Escort, p. 52
35 L.J., Blake, Gold Escort, p. 52
36 . C. Webb & J. Quinlan, Greater than Gold, p. 45
37 . Kangaroo Flat: a history – Gold, Goats and Peppercorns, p. 12
38 . Ibid
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Costerfield Antimony Smelter (c1925) operated for many years and
39
employed a substantial workforce.

Costerfield became more well known for its antimony mine than for
gold although gold was found in the same area. The antimony mines
were first established in 1861 and operated for over 70 years. The
deposit was excellent quality and was reported as being ‘3 foot 6
inches thick and up to 10 feet long and 3 feet deep’ with large blocks
weighing from 2 cwt to 7 cwt lying on the surface. 40 By 1863 over
120 men were employed in the antimony mines. They mined and
operated the crushing battery or worked in the amalgamating plant or
the smelting plants. A few years later the shaft had extended to over
150 feet in depth and by 1874 they were down to 520 feet. 41 Gold
was associated with the deposit and the mines extracted both minerals.
The company, the Costerfield Gold and Antimony Company, had a
number of Australian and English shareholders and went through a
number of boom and bust cycles as the value of antimony fluctuated
according to usage.
Miners needed to be accommodated and fed and Costerfield became a
thriving little community for many years. Harry Zoch either
purchased or built a large 20 roomed boarding house and attached
garage at Costerfield early in 1937 in the hope that the mine would be
re-opened and that single men would require accommodation. 42 In
anticipation he had also planned a bar but later in 1937, unable to gain
a hotel licence, he withdrew his application. Later his vision was
realised and his building housed a number of mine workers during the
early 1940s when the mines, now on the Heritage Register, were still
working.

2.3.2

Looking for land with agricultural potential

Prior to the discovery of gold the Heathcote-Strathfieldsaye area was
sparsely populated, with rude homesteads housing squatting families
who controlled vast acreages of pasture under lease. Four major
squatting runs; Campaspie Plains Station (1838), Axedale Station
(1840 and originally part of Campaspe Plains), Sutton Grange Run
39

In McIovr: a history of the Shire and the Township of Heathcote, p.27

40 . Report dated March 1861 quoted in T. Hall, History of the Town and District, p. 10
41 . Ibid
42 . M. McHarg, Eliza: the first Mrs Zoch in Australia, p. 94
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and Mt Alexander North Station (later Ravenswood c1841) together
almost made up the entire original Strathfieldsaye and McIvor Shire
areas. 43 Stations were often named after places or people 'back
home', perhaps to stamp a British presence onto a new land or to
provide a sense of continuity in their own lives, as the act of naming a
piece of territory is also an act of possession. Ravenswood, for
instance, was probably named during the Gibson’s time after the
popular novel of Sir Walter Scoot, The Bride of Lammermoor in
which the main character, Ravenswood, disappears into a quicksand.
Such a quicksand was supposedly once found near the Ravenswood
homestead at the top of Bullock Creek and may have given cause to
the name. 44 Frederick Fenton built Ravenswood homestead designed
by prominent Bendigo architect, W.C. Vahland, after Robert Gibson
withdrew his rights and Fenton then co-owned the property with his
brother Stewart Gibson.
Refer to Appendix A, Map 2. Campaspie Plains Pastoral Run showing
boundaries45
Campaspie Plains and Spring Plains were both part of Henry Munro’s
original run taken up in 1838, just two years after Major Mitchell had
passed through the country. 46 His sheep grazed over huge tracts of
country that later became Sutton Grange, Coliban Estate, Axedale
Station, Muskerry and Barnadown as well as Campaspie Plains.
Captain Charles Hutton had been in the East India Company before
arriving in Australia and his station developed a reputation for
troubled relationships with the local Aborigines. 47 Several squatters
who had been involved in attacks prior to their arrival in the district
had what appear to be reprisals taken out against them by local
Aborigines some distance away from the original areas.
2.3.2.1

Laying out boundaries

Boundaries on pastoral runs were quickly established by naming
geographical features such as waterways, hills, major trees or forests
or other easily recognisable features. 48Such lines were marked with a
blaze on a tree wherever possible. Boundaries were often the cause of
bitter disputes, especially when the boundaries followed an imaginary
line between two particular outcrops or features, or when good grass
could be found by stock from a neighbouring property by simply
crossing a shallow watercourse or an invented, but unmarked, line on
the map. 49 The Commissioner for Crown Lands spent a great deal of

43. See T. Hewatt, Bridge over Troubled Waters, J.O. Randell, Pastoral Settlement in Northern Victoria vol 11
& J.O. Randell, McIvor: a history of the Shire... for further information. See also R. Spreadborough and H.
Anderson, Victoria Squatters for exact dates.
44 . Ravenswood Muster, np
45 . In Pastoral Settlement in Victoria vol 11, p. 283
46 . C. Webb & J. Quinlan, Greater than Gold, p. 101.
47 .See I. Clark, Aboriginal Languages and Clans: an historical atlas of western and central Victoria for
material on the various groups .
48 . See P. Cabena & H. McCrae, The Lands Manual for a guide to individual records
49 . See G. Bolton, Spoils and Spoilers, J.M. Powell, The Public Lands of Australia Felix and J.S. Duncan (ed)
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their time settling boundary disputes and the wise squatter shepherded
his flock by day and placed them in temporary portable yards each
night.
As the larger stations sold off smaller portions or were split up under
the Land Selection Acts of the 1860s maps delineated the boundaries
although physical features still were evident as markers. 50 Fencing
became more evident in the late1870s when chock and log fences
became common. Stone fences were used in areas where there was
sufficient rock, and the skilled labour required, while homestead
planted hedges along boundaries and around gardens. Smaller
properties along the myriad of creeks in the region needed to keep
their stock from wandering or keep neighbouring stock out from the
developing vegetable plots and orchards. Post and rail fencing became
the most popular form of marking boundaries and protecting stock
and pasture and some properties still have remnants of this hardy
fence design. Fencing wire was a later innovation and today the
countryside demonstrates a range of boundary marking solutions.
Local road boards, the precursor of local government, organised their
areas of responsibilities and road reserves were set aside for stock
routes as well as access thoroughfares. Such reserves are evident
today in ordered landscape of the study area while only the forests
have been spared from the imposition of lines and confines in the
form of roads, tracks, fences and windbreaks. Boundaries of
townships were sometimes less easily defined. Surveyors carefully
delineated the central aspects of townships, laying our streets, reserves
and major roads but they often came too late to totally impose their
plans. Phillip Chauncey was the Assistant Surveyor situated at
Heathcote and he was responsible for the town’s orderly layout and
the resulting land sales that began in 1854. 51 Even so the Government
Camp had a number of stone buildings erected by that time and
Chauncey was required to work around the structures already on site.
His own Survey Office where he lived and worked until 1861 still
exists. And often it was particular sites or building which defined
what was a locality in the minds of those who lived there. Kangaroo
Flat residents argued that the Hibernian Hotel marked the end of
Kangaroo Flat and the beginning of Golden Square.52

2.3.3

Utilising natural resources

2.3.3.1

Mining

Of all the mineral deposits it is gold that shaped the history of the area
in the most significant way. The McIvor goldfields became famous in
April 1853 and the population jumped to over 40,000 people at one

Atlas of Victoria for general information on land settlement patterns and the resulting impact
50 .See K.L. Chappel, Surveying for Land Settlement in Victoria 1836-1960, 1966, F.M. Johnston Knights and
Theodolites: a saga of surveyors and D. Denholm, The colonial Australians for more of surveyors and
surveying.
51 . J.O. Randell, McIvor: a history of the Shire… p. 109
52 . Kangaroo Flat: a history – Gold, Goats and Peppercorns, p. 27
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stage. The surface field was shallow and soon worked out in the first
rush so many moved on to other, more permanent fields like Bendigo
and Ballarat.53 However the McIvor goldfields went on to develop
into a substantial mining industry as men worked the alluvial and
quartz mines following the leads down. Lack of water during dry
seasons proved a difficulty but the handsome nuggets found attracted
great attention. Some such as the one found at a depth of 16 feet in
1858 weighed 648 ozs and finds of nuggets around 50 – 60 ozs were
relatively common.54

The McIvor diggings in July 1853 drawn by E. La Trobe Bateman55

Gold was taken by gold escort to Bendigo via Kyneton but even the
gold escort was not always safe. Diggers hid their gold in sausage like
containers within their trousers, or lay awake at night guarding their
caches until the escort could take it safely away. Government escorts
handled some of the trade but some miners who either could not wait
for the government troops or who had failed to get their gold received
in time, hired private escorts as well. One such escort was robbed of
2,323 ozs of gold, a small fortune in 20 July 1853, on the road to
Kyneton at a place now called Escort Gully.
Captain Melville, the famous bushranger, was in charge of the band
that severely wounded the members of the escort, causing them to
return to Heathcote for medical treatment. The robbers were all
eventually caught, some on board a ship about to depart from
Australia, and three, including Melville, were executed in Melbourne.
56
In a bizarre sequel his widow claimed his body straight after the
hanging and displayed it resting on ice in the front window of a
Melbourne Oyster Bar where they had been living. Ever since all
executed people have been buried within the prison walls.
Kaolin clay, the fine white clay so essential for superior pottery, is
found at Axedale and was once used by the famous Bendigo Pottery
Works at Epsom. The potteries also drew from clay pits at Epsom and

53 . T. Hall, History of Town and District: Heathcote, p. 2
54 . T. Hall, History of Town and District: Heathcote, p. 2
55 . In McIvor: a history of the Shire and the Township of Heathcote, frontispiece
56 . G. Hocking, To the Diggings, p. 159
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Huntly but the clay from Axedale is still mined. 57 The Axedale clays
are part of a continuous belt of fine clays found near Bendigo in a belt
from Huntly to Knowsley and many supplied the Bendigo Pottery
although the company favoured the clay pits closer to its factory on
the rail line to Echuca for ease of working. Although clay was often
mined to a depth of 18 metres, Rod Osterfield’s Axedale pits were all
open cut. 58 The kaolin pit at Knowsley was 60 feet deep in 1909
when Alice Farley, who established a paint and raddle factory behind
the Union Hotel in Heathcote, was operating. 59 She was part owner of
the kaolin mine and also made red paint from a red clay pigment
mined from a deposit opposite the kaolin mine at Knowsley.
The bluestone quarries at Axedale were a major local industry and, at
times, commanded a large workforce of skilled and semi skilled
stonemasons. Nathaniel Ingham was one of the foremost quarrymen
who quarried from Ingham’s Hill from the 1860s onwards.60 A great
deal of the bluestone curbing and pitchers in Bendigo’s main streets
come from this quarry as did the carefully dressed stone used to build
the Axedale Catholic Church. Some 50 years after Ingham began
quarrying other quarries such as O’Neil’s quarry on Axedale Station
opened and this one had an added crushing plant to provide stone for
road making. 61 Several other neighbouring quarries also worked the
bluestone and still do.
Refer to Appendix A, Map 3.The Gold escort route to South Australia
showing the section between Mt Alexander to Bendigo.62
Granite was quarried at a number of locations including around Big
Hill. Bissill’s quarry supplied the stone for the gates of Bendigo Gaol,
the entrance work to the Big Hill tunnel and the Bissill family home,
Belvoir Park. 63 The carefully worked granite blocks that were used at
Ravenswood Homestead and in the shearing sheds were also quarried
locally, in this case on the station itself. Ravenswood Homestead,
possibly the first major homestead in the district, includes distinctive
brickwork in the design. Slate was also quarried in the study district
with decorative slate found in usable quantities at Spring Gully and
other sites. 64

57. Dennis, O’Hoy, Bendigo Pottery, p. 14
58. Paul. A.Scholes, Bendigo Pottery, pp 127-8 and Accent on Axedale, p. 25
59 . J.O. Randell, McIvor: the history of the Shire…, p. 238
60 . Accent on Axedale, p. 25
61 . Ibid
62 . In Gold escort, p.53
63 . Ravenswood Muster, n.p.
64 . Valley of the Springs, p. 34
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Quarry workers at O’Neil’s quarry, Axedale, around 190565

The Powder magazine at Heathcote has been extensively restored.66

2.3.3.2

Making forests into a saleable resource

The original timber species first recorded by people like Major
Mitchell included Grey Box, Red Ironbark, Yellow Gum and Yellow
Box, some River Red Gum along the creeks and rivers, Red
Stringybark and Red Box as well as other species. 67 Some
magnificent Red Gums, which were mature species when Mitchell
passed through, still survive today in areas like Ravenswood Station,
68
Bullock Creek and along Kangaroo Gully creek. Others still exist
along the site of the old high road between Bendigo and Castlemaine
that went through Ravenswood in the area called Happy Jack where
69
they must have shaded many a weary miner or traveller.
The forests of Heathcote and Strathfieldsaye Study area were an
important primary source of revenue for the district. The nearby gold
mines were voracious consumers of timber, both for securing the
shafts and drives and for powering the steam engines needed to bring
the ore to the surface and to crush it or to pump the considerable

65 . In Accent on Axedale, p. 25
66 . In McIvor: a history of the Shire and the Township of Heathcote, p. 28
67 . See L. Carron, A History of Forestry in Australian and F.R. Moulds, The Dynamic Forest: a history of
forestry and forest industries in Victoria for a useful overview of forest history
68 . Kangaroo Flat: a history – Gold, Goats and Peppercorns, p. 30
69 . Kangaroo Flat: a history – Gold Goats and Peppercorns, p. 30
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amounts of water from the mines. Hundreds of steam engines dotted
the landscape at nearby Bendigo but also at other mining areas closer
such as Heathcote. Steam engines also powered much of the farm
machinery and all required long lengths of solid dry timber to work
efficiently. The dense ironbark forests provided an ongoing source of
timber and were operated as a sustainable resource until eventually
demand outstripped supply.
Timber was also needed for housing, the common miner’s cottages
absorbing any good timber, while cooking and heating every house,
large or small, required a constant supply of firewood cut to size and
delivered. Many other buildings such as shops, schools, halls and
churches were also most likely to be built of timber and even more
substantial buildings such as banks and hotels used timber framing
and lining boards inside the brick exterior walls. Bricks were often
made locally and large brickworks once existed at Axedale making
good use of the clay deposits. Lacey’s brickworks supplied many of
the bricks for building in Heathcote. Once construction of the railway
began at Heathcote, sleeper cutting became an important part of the
70
local industry and has remained so. Sleeper cutters worked mainly
in the Heathcote forest east of the Heathcote-Kilmore road and the
area they ring-barked as they worked for sleepers kept them employed
for many years as they returned to cut the now dry wood for heating
and cooking purposes.
Saw mills were established on many accessible sites such as the south
end of Heathcote where Cox, Mackney and Co had a mill during the
late 1850s; Millhaven where Thomas Ross and Co worked in the
1860s; Kirk’s steam saw mill at Toolleen in the mid 1870s;
McCormack’s mill at Knowsley and others at Compton’s Creek and
71
Half-Way House. Later firewood was taken by light rail to
Tooborac for easier distribution via rail to Melbourne and other major
use areas. The McIvor Timber and Firewood Company was probably
the best known company with several mills which worked until the
late 1920s when demand gradually diminished. The Mt Camel cooperative saw mill began work in 1924 to supply the incoming soldier
settlers but it was relatively short lived.
The Northern Ironbark Sawmills at Toolleen began about the time the
Mt Camel Mill closed down and firewood mills operated even after
the Second World War at Knowsley and Heathcote and nearby
Tooborac at the railway sidings for ease of transport. Caelli's mill at
Redesdale harvested from the forests to the north of the town and
received timber from a number of private dray owners who used their
72
own staff teams. A later Red Gum Mill, established in the 1930s,
took logs from Coliban Park but lasted only a short while as the
73
quantity of logs required to make it viable could not be sustained.

70 . J.O. Randell, McIvor: a history of a Shire, p. 212
71 . See J.O. Randell, Mcivor: a history of a Shire, pp 212-7 for further information
72 . B. Rowe, Yesterday and Today: a history of Redesdale, p. 36
73 . Ibid, p. 38.
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One later burst of activity occurred during World War Two when
timber, in the form of charcoal, was in demand for gas production to
74
fuel the vehicles and machines converted from petrol. Even prior to
the war, charcoal burning had become popular again and Mr Mueller
at Big Hill, amongst others, built big complicated furnaces to reduce
the green timber to charcoal but the side effects could be disastrous.
His kilns were sued when a fire said to have been started at the kilns
75
got away. Dominico Comini, the Swiss Italian settler who lived at
Ravenswood in the 1860s, burned charcoal to supply the foundries
76
and mines in Bendigo and did so successfully for many years. The
charcoal kilns at Redesdale situated on Humphrey’s property are a
reminder of how widespread this practise was. Charcoal burning had
had a major impact on the forests around Mandurang in the gold rush
period when a strong Italian workforce decimated the Mandurang
forests in a relatively short period of time to supply the huge numbers
77
of blacksmiths requiring charcoal for the smithies.
The forests are still harvested today although a deal of emphasis is
now being placed on the role of forests in recreational activities and in
regeneration efforts. Activities which are forest based but renewable,
such as apiary, are welcomed but the timber industry as a whole is
under some threat from conservationists who believe that no cutting
should be allowed.

2.3.4

Developing primary production

The verdant grass reported by Major Mitchell in 1836 was the result
of an exceptionally wet year but his accounts attracted squatters in
droves who were not deterred when following years proved drier. The
area was well watered and flocks of both cattle and sheep thrived
although the region was primarily used for sheep. Large flocks fed the
growing cities and were used to stock new stations that were selected
in the 1840s or re-stock those affected by regular droughts. The sheep
industry was very labour intensive in the period before fences with
stock needing to be hand washed and dipped regularly as well, so the
labour shortage which resulted from the gold rushes drawing men
away from the stations onto the goldfields was disastrous. Most
farmers simply used a hole in the nearest creek bed as a wash source
but often, where the activity continued for many years, the creek was
re-named Sheepwash Creek as is the creek near Mandurang. More
established properties with large numbers of sheep, such as
Ravenswood, built their sheep wash of lasting stone. At Ravenswood
near the granite shearing shed is the large granite construction that has
a weir with a long flume that is grooved to hold the drop-boards that
78
held the water high enough to wash hundreds of sheep.

74 . C. Webb & J. Quinlan, Greater than Gold…, p. 28
75 . Ravenswood Muster, n.p.
76 . Ravenswood Muster, n.p.
77 . C. Webb & J. Quinlan, Greater than Gold, p. 48
78 . Ravenswood Muster, n.p.
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A combination of drought, diseases such as scab, and loss of labour in
the 1850s meant many pastoralists preferred to boil down for tallow
79
than sell live sheep for meat at a loss. Some like Campaspe Plains
station, and others able to raise stock quickly, profited from the gold
rushes induced population growth and a rapidly increasing demand
for fresh meat and supplies to service the miner's requirements while
people like De Ravin at Mandurang made more money out of wines
and vegetables than from digging for gold. Dairy farmers also
responded to demand and herds like those of John Hargreaves and
Thomas Lowe at Mandurang and James Doak south of Axedale built
up considerably.
Wool production continued but the need to hand wash prior to
shearing and to hand shear meant the industry was very labour
intensive. Smaller properties, often carved out of the larger runs under
squatting leases in the late 1850s, often could not survive. The
concept of ‘commons’ for local and travelling stock helped these
farmers and, along with areas designated for stock routes to allow
stock to travel safely through properties, can still be recognised on the
landscape as can abandoned sheep yards. Heathcote Goldfields
Common had been part of Moorabbee Station until 1861 when it was
declared a Common and many small farmers used the land to
80
supplement their own restricted holding. The Common increased in
size until by 1866 it embraced 20,000 acres while the station itself
81
only consisted of 4,000 acres. Rabbits and foxes introduced in the
1880s reduced stocking rates that were not really improved until the
spread of myxomatosis and the introduction of superior pasture seed
allowed for a return to better rates in the 1950s but in most parts of the
study area grazing is now less viable than other forms of agricultural
production.
This also applies to cattle raising as although the region supported
strong cattle herds in the earlier periods, drought always affects cattle
more than sheep, so when the Campaspe River went through dry
periods, as it did regularly until the Eppalock Weir was completed,
herds would either be agisted out or culled severely. Bendigo saleyards handle large quantities of stock today but most comes from
areas to the north or south of our region.
Dairying was stronger than beef and, although all cattle suffered under
drought conditions, dairying properties tended to be smaller and better
watered than grazing lands. Most homesteads had a cow or small herd
to produce their own milk, cream, butter and cheese, as without
cooling facilities these products were short lived. The introduction of
the Laval Separator into Australia in 1885 encouraged farmers to
produce larger quantities of milk secure in the knowledge that the
neighbouring creameries to which they now took their milk for
separating could handle whatever they could deliver. Farm separators,
introduced in the early part of the 19thC, were even more efficient

79 . C. Webb & J. Quinlan, Greater than Gold, p. 191
80 . C. Webb & J. Quinlan, Greater than Gold, p. 102
81 . J.O. Randell, McIvor: the history of the Shire…, p. 31
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allowing farmers to separate milk on the farm and only haul cream
82
leaving the skim milk on the farm for raising stock.
As transport methods became more effective cream was picked up at
the farm door and delivered to the local butter factory that then
transported fresh butter, cream and cheese via refrigerated rail cars to
cities and towns. Efficiencies of scale brought constant
amalgamations and the co-operatives and smaller factories
disappeared. The Bendigo Certified Milk Company, which handled all
local supplies, was taken over by the giant Holdenson and Nielson in
. 83
1908 Sandhurst Dairies at Bendigo focussed mostly on the fresh
milk market using local suppliers but as with wheat and sheep, the
Heathcote-Strathfieldsaye region was better suited to other
agricultural pursuits although there were substantial dairy herds at
Strathfieldsaye.
The grassy, golden plains so graphically described by Major Mitchell
appealed to the incoming settlers for more than just grazing lands and
in 1838, only 2 years after the Major had traversed the country the
84
first wheat crop was planted at Charles Hutton’s Campaspie Plains.
Most graziers grew only enough for their own use although some
small mills ground any excess for sale. Although the better country to
the north and west of the Heathcote-Strathfieldsaye region was more
adapted to acreage cropping, the wheat industry did develop enough
to support several mills in the Heathcote district. The added advantage
of regular water, developed further by the irrigation schemes of the
1880s, encouraged a move away from wheat and grain in this region
into viticulture, orchards and market gardening and the wheat belt
85
pushed further north and west.

2.3.5

Developing agricultural industries

After the main gold rush period ended many miners chose to stay in
the areas around Bendigo, attracted to the well watered Heathcote area
where they either took up small acreages and began to farm or
returned to their original trade and settled to supply the growing small
townships. Small holding proliferated but some large stations also
turned to agriculture. Adelaide Vale on the Campaspe River was
86
already irrigated in 1868 when Edward O’Keefe bought it. He grew
fodder and other crops but the main producer was the large dairy that
87
was supplied by 400 cows. By 1882 there were 900 cows making
this the largest cheese dairy in Victoria. O’Keefe was known as a hard
task master and was a prominent businessman in Bendigo, on many

82 . See O. Hunziker, The Butter Industry and N. Godbold, Cream of the Country for information on the
dairying industry.
83 . N. Godbold, Cream of the Country, p. 68, 76
84 . C. Webb & J. Quinlan, Greater than Gold, p. 173
85 . L. & P. Jones, The Four Mills of Victoria 1840-1990, p. 190
86 . For further information about the homestead and its history see J.O. Randell, Pastoral Settlement in
Northern Victoria vol 11, M Healy, Railway and Pastures: the Australian O’Keefes and T. Hewatt, Bridge
over Troubled Waters for further information.
87 . J.O. Randell, Pastoral Settlement in Northern Victoria vol 11, p. 431
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boards and local councils over a period of time and involved in
building both the Coliban Water Scheme and the Bendigo to
Heathcote rail line. He introduced many innovative harvesting
techniques at Adelaide Vale but the homestead was mostly famous for
its butter and cheese. And for entertaining Burke and Wills on their
northward journey. The property has been much diminished by land
sales after the First World War but remains a vital part of the region’s
history.
A number of industries are associated with the forests of the region
other than timber felling. One interesting business, which depends on
the summer flowering ironbark forests, is the honey industry. Early
settlers kept their own hives and their honey was well known for
flavour but recent advances have encouraged a serious industry to
88
produce enough for the export and domestic markets. Many
apiarists from all over the state travel to the forests in summer to work
their licensed area. The forests near Heathcote are particularly
favoured and the apiary industry is dependant on the forest being
maintained. One apiarist, Hans Schutt, of Big Hill, introduced gorse
bushes onto their property in the 1860s hoping their prominent yellow
89
flowers would make strong honey. Gorse soon became a noxious
weed and efforts to eradicate it continue throughout the mining
districts.
Many other industries were established in the region and their history
is remembered in the names of roads and districts even when the
industry itself no longer exists. Tannery Lane at Mandurang
celebrates the tanning industry bought by the Abbott family, Joseph
90
and later owned by his son Richard. Originally the Edinburgh
Tannery, the tannery supplied leather for the massive, and expensive,
belts which drove the mining machinery and all other steam driven
91
power as well as harness, saddles and shoe leather. The Abbott
family were well known, Joseph once owned the Lyceum Theatre and
was a mayor of Bendigo, and the business operated for well over 100
years, even exporting to England. The business diversified and
continues in Bendigo, although no longer involved in tanning or
hides, while the tannery site itself is located at Mandurang where
there are extensive ruins.
The companion industry of wattle bark processing, the agency used in
tanning leather, left no physical remains. Wattle bark, used in the
tannery industry, became a useful source of funds for small
landholders as well as professional cutters and they supplied the local
tanneries as well as exporting to tanneries abroad. And, although the
majority of the eucalyptus oil production occurs to the north of
Bendigo, some areas within this region also produced oil for the
numerous Bendigo distilleries.

88 . C. Webb & J. Quinlan, Greater than Gold, p. 211.
89 . To Big Hill and Back, p.6
90 . See T. Hewatt, Bridge Over Troubled Waters, p. 56
91 . See The Establishment of a Tannery in the Shire of Strathfieldsaye, Victoria, a study for more information
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One industry that was mooted as being a real development in the early
1860s was the tobacco industry. Tobacco had been grown in the
district in the 1850s but was used primarily to treat scab in sheep in
the form of a strong wash. By the 1860s several entrepreneurs such as
Mr Heyer of Red Hill and Peter Landz of Heathcote each had leafdrying establishments and Landz also had a press to make tobacco
92
plugs. They could supply tobacco cheaper than the American
imports and with the Civil War in America affecting tobacco
production there, it looked possible that supplies from abroad may
become even more restricted. There is no record of a later tobacco
industry so it seems possible that the original tobacco fields and
drying sheds have simply disappeared.
Viticulture was an early industry in the district with many orchardists
93
also diversifying into grape growing. The visit by Ebenezer Ward
in 1864 surveyed all the local vineyards and he was impressed that so
many were of German descent. With support from the Rev Backhaus
and the resident Gold Commission, Joseph Panton, the vignerons
expanded the area under cultivation, responding to the demand both
94
local and export. By 1861 Bendigo was the fourth largest
95
winegrowing district in Australia.
Axe Creek (later Longlea) had two major winegrowers in 1882,
96
Thomas Craike and Thomas Strachan. Both men irrigated their
orchard and grapes from Axe Creek and supplied dried fruits and
grapes as well as wine grapes. Apricots, plums, peaches and
strawberries were common crops in the district and the developing
market of Bendigo ensured strong sales of fruit, vegetables as well as
wines. First grade fruit supplied the fresh fruit market while seconds
were sent some of Bendigo’s jam factories. Later fruit was grown
especially for jam, pickle and jelly manufacture. Craike even exported
97
fresh fruit attracting high prices on the London market.
The Mandurang/Strathfieldsaye area with its 29 vineyards provided
about 12.5% of Victorian wine production in 1882 and, by this time,
wine growing was the second most important industry in north
98
central Victoria after gold mining. William Grieffenhagen's three
story sandstone cellar, the Hycerian Winery, built in 1871 to the
design of local architects Vahland and Gertzchmann, still stands and
was one of the larger wineries. Louis Myers had a large winery near
Bullock Creek Crossing on the old Bendigo track that once had
winery with large wooden barrels to hold the stock so favoured in

92 . T. Hall, History of the Town and District: Heathcote, p. 7.
93 . For further information on local winegrowing see D.D. Dunstan, ‘the Vignerons’ in F. Cusack, The German
Chapter, pp 67-80; D. Dunstan, Better than Pommard: a history of wine in Victoria and reprint of The
vineyards and Orchards of Victoria as Visited by Ebeneezer Ward in 1864 ed M. Butcher.
94 . See J. Hussey, Henry Backhaus, D.D. for the complete story of this famous Catholic priest.
95 . D. Dunstan, ‘The Vignerons’ in Bendigo: the German Chapter, p. 69
96. See T. Hewatt, Bridge over Troubled Waters, p. 31
97. T. Hewatt, Bridge over Troubled Waters, p. 110.
98. T. Hewatt, Bridge over Troubled Waters, p. 44 and 110.
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99

Bendigo. Only some stones and trees mark the place now. Carl Pohl
was one of the most prominent vignerons along Emu Creek and he
made use of local mining techniques to drive a shaft into the rocky
100
hillside that allowed for gravity feeds from the cellars above.
Wineries were scattered along the Axe Creek and the Emu Creek,
many operated by German or French families who sold their produce
on the international market attracting good prices and winning a
101
number of prestigious awards.
Most popular wines from the
district were Rieslings, Verdelhos, Chasselas as well as Hermitage
and Cabernets although some sold a large variety of different types.
The Phylloxera aphis was discovered in the region in late December
1893 and decimated the wine industry across Victoria. Even the vines
at Chateau Dore, which had a wonderful cellar as early as 1866, had
their vines destroyed by edict, even though they were not physically
102
affected.

103

The original 1866 cellar at Chateau Dore winery, Heathcote

Today's grape growers have built on the area's history and wine
growing is again an important part of the agricultural industry of the
region. Romany Rye Winery is situated north of Redesdale on the
Coliban River and Eppalock Ridge Winery, also at Redesdale, is
becoming very well known. The Big Hill area, once known for its
vegetables now has a modern winery, Chateau Leamon, on the
northern flanks of Big Hill on the old Salathiel property and produces
award-winning wines. Other small wineries cluster along Sheepwash

99 . Ravenswood Muster, n.p.
100 . D. Dunstan, ‘The Vignerons’ in Bendigo: the German Chapter, p. 71
101. ibid, p. 45
102. T. Hewatt, Bridge over Troubled Waters, p. 54
103 . In bridge over Troubled Waters, p. 55
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104

Creek and Emu Creek as they did in the 1850s.
At Heathcote
wineries such as Argyle Forest Vineyards, the Heathcote Winery,
Jasper Hill, McIvor Creek Wines, Wild Duck Estate and Zuber’s
Winery have built on the strength of earlier vine plantings and often
the names commemorate the history of the district. Harcourt has a
number of wineries such as Black Jack Winery and Harcourt Valley
while others have turned to apple cider production. Mandurang
celebrates the history of Chateau Dore Winery among other wineries
such as Mandurang Valley Wines.

105

The restored cellars at Chateau Dore winery, Heathcote

2.4 Establishing Communications
2.4.1

Establishing postal services

The establishment of post offices was fragmentary as temporary post
offices operated from the mining camps that sprang up wherever gold
was found in sufficient quantity to attract a semi-permanent
106
population.
Kangaroo Flat Post Office formally opened in 1857.
107
The first postal service in Heathcote was established in 1849 and
was part of the weekly Melbourne - Kilmore - Echuca run, the
108
mailman staying overnight at the Campaspie Inn.
The discovery of
gold brought better service with 2 services a week to Heathcote in
1854 and a few short years later mail from Bendigo was arriving on
the Royal Mail Coach Lines. By 1858 a daily service to Melbourne
was established and a permanent postmaster was appointed to
Heathcote and situated at the Government Camp. At this stage
Heathcote was a busy town with coach services coming and going
from Melbourne, Bendigo, Deniliquin and Murchison, most carrying
mail. The temporary post office at the Camp was replaced in 1861 by
a wooden structure in town opposite the Emeu Hotel and next door to
the Telegraph Office. Strathfieldsaye Post Office opened much later,
in 1876, with deliveries 3 times a week. Many smaller townships also
had post offices, such as Mandurang, Costerfield and Axedale,

104 . D. Dunstan, ‘The Vignerons’ in Bendigo: the German Chapter, p. 69
105 . In Bridge over Troubled Waters, p. 55
106 . See C. Gibbs, History of Postal Services in Victoria for general information on post offices.
107 . See John F. Waghorn, ‘Index to Victorian Post Master s and Post Mistresses ‘ , 1987; John F Waghorn,
‘Mail Contractors in Victoria 1838-1901’.
108. J.O.Randell, McIvor: a history of the Shire…, p.52
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sometimes located in the local hotel or other business, sometimes as a
stand alone small building.

109

The Post Office and Telegraph Office, Heathcote in 1910

The electric telegraph had reached Heathcote in 1859 from the
Kilmore line and this enabled messages to be transferred to
Melbourne in the space of minutes rather than the day it took the mail
service. Telegraph stations were separate from post offices originally
110
but by 1860 all small town post and telegraph offices amalgamated.
The Heathcote-Bendigo line was finally installed in late 1867.
Technical improvements meant that by 1879 messages could be
transferred by voice rather than the more awkward Morse code and
the electric telephone soon became the preferred method. Lines of
poles supporting the wires began to cross the country side changing
the outlook of country roads forever. Some areas were linked much
later with Spring Gully only receiving a telephone service in 1921 and
111
Sedgewick a year later.
Emu Creek Post Office and Sheepwash
Road Post Office were both once important communication centres
for their district although little remains today.

2.5 Moving goods and people
2.5.1

Building and maintaining railways

The original rail line to Bendigo was planned to by-pass Castlemaine
and takes the direct route but pressure from Castlemaine ensured that
the line deviated to the township and then passed through
112
This deviation encountered a
Ravenswood on its way to Bendigo.
major obstruction at Big Hill. Here a tunnel some 1276 feet long had
to be created and it was considered such a feat of engineering that a
large supper was held on May 8, 1860, in the tunnel itself to celebrate

109 . In McIvor: a history of the Shire and the Township of Heathcote, p. 55
110. See Kevin Livingston, The Wired Nation : the communication revolution and federating Australia on the
history of the telegraph
111. T. Hewatt, Bridge over Troubled Waters, p. 112
112 . See L.J. Harrigan, Victorian Railways to ’62 and C.C. Singleton & D.Burke, Railways of Australia for
general information and A. Ward, ‘ A Study of Historic Railway Buildings and Structures for Vline and the
National Trust Conservation Report on the Melbourne to Echuca Rail line for local information.
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its completion.
Thousand of tons of rubble had to be blasted from
gunpowder stored within the Powder magazine cut into solid granite
114
in the third gully from the Ravenswood Picnic Ground.

The hand hewn powder magazine at Ravenswood used to store
115
gunpowder for blasting railway tunnels.

Millions of bricks lined the massive tunnel and a Commemorative
Brick is a reminder of the dangers of such an enterprise. Fellow
workers placed it to commemorate the death of John McMahon who
116
The Chief Government
was killed by a fall of stone at that spot.
Engineer laid the keystone brick in 1862 and the tunnel was finally
opened. The large camp site of the numerous workers and their
families who worked on the tunnel and the rail lines for several years
are marked today by large brick fireplaces where the communities
cooked their food and cast off blocks of granite, half fashioned and
117
left behind.
Some of the stone was used to line the culvert under
the railway line at Big Hill and still shows the marks of iron hooped
118
dray wheel traffic.
The entire Melbourne-Sandhurst-Echuca Rail line is on the Victorian
Heritage Register and includes significant railway stations and sidings
such as the huge old Ravenswood Siding as well bridges like the Rail
bridge over Buckeye Creek (1862) which is one of the oldest metal
girder bridges in Victoria. Once the rail line reached Bendigo in 1862
the advantages of being integrated into the rail network were obvious

113 To Big Hill and Back, p. 41
114 . A Ravenswood Muster, n.p.
115 . In A Ravenswood Muster, n.p.
116 . Kangaroo Flat: a history – Gold, Goats and Peppercorns, p. 127
117 . Ravenswood Muster, n.p.
118 . Ibid
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to the townships around Bendigo and every area began to agitate to be
included, either on a spur line or a connecting line.
Although branch lines were sought by every local resident, it was not
until 1882 that the state government planned two rail lines in the
district, one from Bendigo to Heathcote and then through to the
Sydney rail line joining in near Kilmore and the other branching off
from the Bendigo line at Kyneton to Redesdale. Rail transport was
cheaper, quicker and more efficient than bullock drays and horse
drawn vehicles and allowed a number of industries to grow in rural
areas. The cream and butter industry benefited from access to larger
markets as did the rabbit industry, important to towns like Redesdale,
as chilled carcases could be shifted safely to the waiting urban
119
housewives.

120

A gang of O’Keefe’s workers on the Bendigo to Heathcote line.

The Bendigo-Heathcote line took preference, although progress was
so slow that tenders were not announced until 1887. Andrew O’Keefe
won the tender but grossly underestimated the actual costs. Even so
the rail line was completed in June 1888 and various businesses, such
as the livestock industry, expanded bringing capital into Heathcote.
The Livestock yards built near the station in 1890 made moving stock
easier and more efficient and was used by all the surrounding graziers.
The firewood industry also benefited as the profitable city markets
were now within their reach. The old Heathcote rail station was
inadequate to handle the increase in business and the current station
was built in 1900.

119 . B. Howe, Yesterday and Today: a history of Redesdale, p. 33
120 . In Bridge over Troubled Waters, p. 39
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121

The Heathcote Railway Station was erected in 1900

Once the Bendigo-Heathcote line was completed attention turned to
the Heathcote-Kilmore line. Work began at both Kilmore and
Heathcote and the lines eventually met although the TooboracPyalong section was not linked until 1890. Stations were built at
Ingham’s Siding, Knowsley, Derrinal, Argyle and Tooborac and,
although they serviced the district and encouraged some development,
it was not enough to ensure the continued growth of these small
towns. Although townships continually lobbied government to build
lines to their particular district it was obvious that some areas did not
have the population or the business to justify more rail lines and
building ceased.
Coaches still ran between outlying townships and brought passengers
and freight to the railheads but gradually motor transport overtook
horse drawn vehicles. In 1965 passenger service to Heathcote ceased,
as did so many other rail services in country Victoria, and the goods
trains service to Heathcote closed a year later. The passenger train
service from Heathcote to Bendigo had closed down some year’s prior
as the heavy timber and firewood that made up the bulk of the traffic
had moved to truck transport. The Kyneton-Redesdale line had closed
even earlier, in the 1950s although at one time during the 1920s two
122
The rail
trains a day were needed just to shift the firewood piles.
network had allowed Heathcote and other McIvor towns to develop
their industries but new means of transport now proved more
economical. Heathcote reverted back to being the hub of heavy road
transport needs with goods moved in large semi-trailers rather than
bullock wagons, drays and coaches. A section of the HeathcoteBendigo rail line is now a popular walking track, the O’Keefe Rail
Trail named after the builder of the line and prominent local
businessman and the trail takes in Axedale Station, Longlea Station
and Junortoun Station.

121 . In McIvor: a history of the Shire and the Township of Heathcote, p. 55
122 . B. Rowe, Yesterday and Today: a history of Redesdale, p. 40
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2.5.1.1

Building and Maintaining Roads

The first tracks and roads followed the routes blazed by explorers or
by those moving stock to and from properties. The pathway to the
latest gold finds also cut trails that were used for many years. The
route followed by the gold escorts between the Castlemaine and
Bendigo goldfields was such a well-travelled road that it was clearly
123
marked and mapped.
It followed Bullock Creek until Ravenswood
Station then crossed the Porcupine Ranges heading north until it
reached the Bendigo Creek passing through Kangaroo Flat and
Golden Point on the way to the Commissioner’s Camp at Bendigo.
124
Cobb and
Both Cobb and Co and the gold escorts used this route.
Co stopped inside Ravenswood Station to change horses before
tackling Big Hill at a spot where some flagstones still remain to mark
125
the place.
The main road from Melbourne, the current Calder Highway,
followed the present highway and where it crossed Big Hill a tollgate
was situated in the cutting at the top where thirsty bullocks and horses
126
could drink from the thoughtfully provided troughs.
The only
tollgate in the region, it was unpopular but well used as the high rocky
hilltop was difficult to pass if the toll road was not used. A marker
stone once marked the place on the Bendigo side of the cutting where
the tollhouse once stood but it is long gone.

127

The Mia Mia Inn and Store sketched by Norman Taylor in 1865

The many and various coach lines that used Heathcote as a depot from
the early 1850s onwards were beginning to feel the competition from
rail lines by the late 1880s. Some of the smaller townships such as
Mia Mia, Mt Camel and Costerfield remained dependant on mail and
parcel services delivered by horse and jinker, and later motor
transport, but it is interesting to note that Heathcote today serves as a
stopping point for the long distance bus lines and heavy goods
transport as it once did for coach services. In the western part of the
study district the 'low road' from Melbourne to the diggings avoided
the hated tolls and the Big Hill and it soon became a popular
123 . L.J. Blake, Gold Escort, p. 52 and 109.
124 . See K.A. Austin, the Lights of Cob and Co and A Pictorial History of Cobb and Co for information on
Cobb and Co and their routes
125 . Ravenswood Muster, n.p.
126 . To Big Hill and Back, p. 35
127 . In Pastoral Settlement in Victoria vol 11, p. 202-3
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alternative route via Heathcote which brought life and work to the
area.
The bush tracks which led from settlement to settlement were later
lined with telegraph poles and become major arterial roads carrying
passengers in fast and comfortable thorough brace type coaches able
to handle the rough roads with ease. By the time motor transport
replaced family owned jinkers in the early part of the 20th century, the
roads needed upgrading to handle the faster traffic. Originally the
bullock drays and slower vehicles had managed the river crossings by
simply waiting until the water subsided but as deliveries became more
urgent it became imperative to build better roads and safer crossings.
The gold rush driven demand for fresh meat and other foodstuffs
which needed to be brought across the Campaspe made bridge
128
building essential.
Roads and bridges were the province of the Central Roads Board until
local road boards and municipal government undertook the
responsibility. Speed’s Bridge, built in 1859 over the Wild Duck
Creek, and now under Eppalock Weir, was the first bridge in the
129
The Campaspe crossing
district but was soon followed by others.
at Axedale had always been a difficult stretch of road and was often
boggy on the Heathcote side. The original track ran through the
Marydale station and is depicted as a road reserve on the survey map.
The bridge erected there in 1857 was swept away by flood in 1860
and the old ford crossing had to be used again for another 2 years. The
new bridge, still in use, was erected in 1862 after several serious
accidents, and the road to the bridge was straightened and
strengthened. Other bridges, all of stone, followed. One built over the
McIvor Creek near the Sportsmen’s Arms Hotel remained standing
after the approaches were washed away and this was common along
the McIvor and the Campaspe, both prone to sudden, severe flooding.

128 . See C. O’Connor, Spanning Tow Centuries: historic bridges of Australia for material in individual bridges.
Also the National Trust Bridges Committee Report on Victorian bridges
129. T. Hewatt, Bridge over Troubled Waters claimed that the first timber bridge across the Campaspe on the
Heathcote-Bendigo Road was erected in 1857.
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130

Bluestone bridge over the Campaspe River at Axedale

The Iron Bridge at Redesdale was erected from a much longer
ironwork bridge that had been salvaged from a ship fire. Built with
stone abutments, it proved stronger than many bridges built entirely of
stone, which were swept away in the high waters of the 1870’s floods.
131
This historic bridge , erected on site in 1867-8, was a mere portion
of the original bridge but its wonderful lattice work and central
abutment makes it visually attractive as well as historically important.
The bridge replaced Munroe’s Crossing (Ford Road) and its
132
installation required major cutting works on the south bank.

133

The iron bridge over the Campaspe river at Redesdale

The establishment of the McIvor municipal council in 1860 brought
about a change of responsibility for roads and road making although
there were some bitter disputes over which level of government
should pay for major road works through the growing town of
Heathcote. Local rates funded the needed road works but, as always,
local politicians attempted to make the state government responsible

130 . In Bridge over Troubled Waters, p. 37
131 . See D. Chambers, Classification Report for national Trust of Australia (Vic), 1977, for detailed
information
132 . B. Rowe, Yesterday and Today: a history of Redesdale, p. 22-3
133 . In McIvor: a history of the shire and the Township of Heathcote, p. 100
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for major road works such as the High Street constantly under use by
travellers not paying local rates. The stone cottage once used by the
first Heathcote District Road Board (begun in 1861) still stands
opposite the Union Hotel in High Street as does the first McIvor Shire
offices, now a store. The municipality went to work quickly and
drains, kerbing and guttering and road works soon determined the
shape of the township. Much of this stone kerbing and channelling
work undertaken in the 1860s is still in place.

134

The Shire Hall and Courthouse at Heathcote c 1870

Road Boards depended on ratepayers for their funding, as do local
councils today, so most attempted to attract the more densely settled
part of the region in order to boost the funds available. The District
Road Board of Strathfieldsaye wooed Quarry Hills and neighbouring
suburbs but many argued that they would be better placed remaining
with Sandhurst (Bendigo). They did join with Strathfieldsaye and
stayed with the more outlying areas of the Strathfieldsaye Shire
making an interesting mix of ratepayers until recent amalgamations.
The influence of the Road Board, the forerunner of many local
councils, was instrumental in developing local politics and policy with
its members all vying for positions. A study of road names often
produces a snapshot of a district’s history and commemorates the
people and events that were important at the time. The Burke and
Will’s Track at Redesdale commemorates these worthy explorers but
originally the road was called the Three Chain Road as it formed part
135
of the long overland stock route from New South Wales.
Road making and bridge repairs were manageable while the traffic
was restricted to coaches, jinkers and bullock drays but the heavy
steam traction engines chewed up the roads making them impassable
for other traffic. Some roadwork was difficult and dangerous. A large
stone-roller made of hand chipped granite some 10 feet long and 5
feet in diameter was used to flatten the embankments on the

134 . In Pastoral Settlement in Victoria vol 11, p. 174
135 . B. Rowe, Yesterday and Today : a history of Redesdale, p. 251
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Melbourne Road between Big Hill and Ravenswood until it got away
136
and rolled into the creek south of Ravenswood where it lies still.

137

Ravenswood carefully shaped mystery roller made of local granite

Road work in the 20C went on using horse drawn graders or
equipment hired from the Country Roads Board but the former
McIvor Shire had much work to do. In 1951 there were 45 bridges
within the municipality, a high number for the length of road surface.
In fact these bridges make a substantial contribution to the nature of
the Heathcote-Strathfieldsaye study district.

2.5.2

Altering the Environment

2.5.2.1

Irrigating Land

The Heathcote-Strathfieldsaye study area was considered one of the
well-watered areas of the state and this encouraged the original
138
squatters as well as the later small landholders to settle.
However
the numerous small creeks were not always reliable and were liable to
flood as often as to dry up. Flooding put arable land out of reach for
many months and although the rich silt deposited by floods was
welcome the interruption to transport and the unavailability of clean
water was a real problem. Even the Coliban and the Campaspe Rivers
were erratic in flow. Early attempts to irrigate small plots involved
hand watering using barrels of water carted by horse and dray.
Chinese gardeners cleverly moved water carried by hand around their
crops using narrow channels or sometimes water was forced into
overhead spray type irrigation. And, most importantly, people needed
136 . To Big Hill and Back, p. 35 and Ravenswood Muster, n.p. for photograph.
137 . In A Ravenswood Muster, n.p.
138 . See A. Melis, State Aid, Local Initiatives: irrigation in the Shire of Strathfieldsaye 1880-1900 for a full
account of irrigation in this region.
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139

a clean, safe supply of drinking water. The illnesses and diseases
that took so many lives in the early periods of Australia’s history were
often due to unsafe or dirty water supplies.
As demand for a reliable water supply for drinking as well as for
crops grew, plans began to be made to store water in times of good
supply. In 1858, the Bendigo Waterworks Company planned to build
a reservoir and underground cistern at Big Hill, the Number 7
140
Reservoir, to supply Bendigo with clean drinking water.
It was not
until 1861 that water finally reached Sandhurst as it was then called
and the pipe had several outlets along the way where local residents
could draw off their supply, provided, of course, that they had paid the
charges due. The final standpipe was located at the present Law
Courts in Bendigo. This supply was supplemented by the Crusoe
Reservoir built in 1873 but later, as demand outstripped supply
available for the Number 7 Reservoir, Bendigo’s main supply came
from the Coliban System originating in Malmsbury and linking up
141
When the Coliban System was complete
with the other reservoirs.
it linked the Malmsbury Reservoir with the Lauriston Reservoir, the
Upper Coliban a new reservoir at Big Hill above the old Number 7.
Bendigo’s demand also called on water from Lake Eppalock and
Spring Gully Reservoir.

142

The Coliban water channel still brings water to the area

Two more reservoirs were built at Grassy Creek in 1862 but the needs
of the irrigators continually rose and few wished to pay the charges
143
levied for drinking water to be used in vegetable gardens.
Small

139 . See J. Keary, Water Victoria: the next 100 years, J.M. Powell, Watering the Garden State and LCC
Rivers and Streams: Special Investigation Report for more information
140 . To Big Hill and Back, p. 20
141 . See Kangaroo Flat: a history – Gold, Goats and Peppercorns, pp 155-6 for a short history of theCrusoe
Reservoir.
142 . In Bridge over Troubled Waters, p. 23
143 . C. Webb & J. Quinlan, Greater than Gold, p. 49

A_Report and Thematic Environmental History.doc

Page 38

Heathcote - Strathfieldsaye Heritage Study
water storages began to appear but the lack of central control and
unclear lines of responsibility hindered a long term planning
approach. In Strathfieldsaye where numerous small landholders
struggled to water their vineyards, orchards and vegetable gardens, the
need was urgent.
Early attempts to develop a formal Water Board to build water
storages were fraught with difficulties until Alfred Deakin introduced
the Irrigation Act of 1886 (amended 1888). This Act built on the
Water Conservation Act 1883 but reflected on the outcomes of the
1884 Royal Commission on Water Supply. Principally the Act
reserved all stream water to be reserved by the Crown with right to
construct works and to borrow monies to construct work to be
managed by local Boards. The new Water Board, the Emu Valley
Irrigation and Water Supply Trust, established at Strathfieldsaye in
1889 wasted no time in developing extensive water races running
from the Coliban scheme supply.
When the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission began work in
1906 and took responsibility for the Coliban Scheme, at that time the
largest water supply scheme in the state, then work began in earnest
with extensions running from the Spring Valley

144

Part of the system of water races which spread across the study area

Race to Axe Creek, from Axe Creek to Kangaroo Creek and from
Spring Gully Race to St Aidens Orphanage. As demand for water
increased the carrying capacity of the Coliban Scheme was also
increased. There never seemed to be enough water to supply all the

144 . In Bridge over Troubled Waters, p. 55
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demands and plans to boost the capacity began to be focused on the
145
long awaited Lake Eppalock.

2.5.3

Establishing water supplies

The major feature of the water supply for the region is Eppalock Weir,
the fourth largest weir in the state, and the need for a weir at this site
was noted as early as 1865 when Hugh McColl, a major supporter of
irrigation and member for Bendigo, brought the concept forward. The
site, just below the junction of the Coliban and the Campaspe, was the
obvious place to build a supply which could reach the plains to the
north and it was investigated again in 1902 after the long drought
146
years but nothing eventuated. Work began in 1927 but progress
stopped and started as political interference was applied, expert advice
varied and the Depression intervened.
By 1960 most issues were resolved and the weir building commenced
in earnest with the support of Premier Bolte. The weir was completed
in 1964 and was able to add to the Coliban system as well as to hold
water for irrigation thus ensuring a permanent water system for
agriculture. Local opinion is still varied on the actual benefits of
Eppalock to the immediate district but it is undeniable that the weir
has had a huge impact on the face of the area. Protecting the area it
reaches from severe drought, the Weir is also valued for its tourism
potential. The negative impact on the Strathfieldsaye area was
considerable as one of the major stations, Kimbolton, was cut in half
and thousands of acres of good grazing land were lost forever.
Debates on the value of irrigation in a land of low rainfall were
considerable in the 1880s and the debate has lost none of its vigour in
147
the ensuing years.
One positive result was that the opportunity to
implement conservation measures to prevent siltation of the weir and
to explore pasture renewal techniques was taken and these measures
have been very successful.

Kimbolton Homestead (1922) on Kimbolton Station. Part of the station
148
now lies submerged under Lake Eppalock.

145 . J.O. Randall, Kimbolton p. 107-109
146. J.O. Randell, McIvor: a history of the Shire…, p.207
147 . See J. Powell, Watering the Garden State and B. Davison, Australia Wet or Dry?
148 . in Pastoral Settlement in Victoria vol 11, p. 354
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2.6 Feeding people
2.6.1

Developing sources of fresh local produce

Harcourt, Mandurang and Strathfieldsaye are all valuable orchard
areas. Thomas Craike at Strathfieldsay was exporting considerable
quantities of dried fruits in the early 1880s as well as supplying
149
Bendigo with apples, pears and oranges.
Apart from appropriate
soil condition, such orchards depended on reliable rainfall or required
access to early irrigation systems drawn from nearby creeks. The
Harcourt orchards are usually planted either on the granite sands or
the sedimentary clays. Begun initially to supply the goldfields of
Castlemaine and Bendigo, the advent of refrigeration made is possible
to transport large quantities of fresh fruit further afield, to Melbourne
or abroad. With these more established markets developing it became
economical to plant larger orchards and develop new varieties of
fruits.
Fresh apples from Harcourt and Axe Creek were exported to London
150
regularly and by 1891 some 600 cases at a time were being sent.
These areas became famous for apples (several varieties), pears and
stone fruit, particularly plums and these orchardists were among the
first to develop the new strain of Golden Delicious apple. By 1930 the
export market was at its peak, with crops being watered from the
Coliban water system or from the North Harcourt Reservoir. The large
packing sheds at Harcourt once packed all the districts fruit for export
but as the export market declined since the 1930s the sheds now hold
only domestic market fruit. Land under orchard has reduced slowly
and steadily however both Harcourt and Strathfieldsaye still produce
significant quantities of fresh fruit for the domestic market. Remnants
of earlier orchards, either trees, sheds or irrigation channels, can still
be found in areas which were once under fruit while those areas still
producing fruit clearly demonstrate the skill of local orchardists.
Vegetable growing required similar conditions to fruit and
Strathfieldsaye, Big Hill as well as parts of Mandurang, provided the
vegetable and fruit supplies for Bendigo during the gold rush period.
Access to water was vital and early growers carted water from the
nearby creeks to the richer soil and silts deposited along the
watercourses. All sorts of vegetables were grown; parsnips, carrots,
cabbages, onions, marrows lettuce and cucumbers were just some of
the sorts available and the varieties were more diverse than today.
Prices for fresh food were high on the goldfields and vegetable
growing became quite lucrative. The Schutt family at Big Hill
established their market garden of vegetables and orchards in the
151
1860s and worked it very successfully for many years.
Many market gardens were worked by Chinese gold miners who
returned to the skills they had learnt in China and tilled their very

149 . C. Webb & J. Quinlan, Greater than Gold, p. 233
150 . C. Webb & J. Quinlan, Greater than Gold, p. 235
151 . To Big Hill and Back, p. 6
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productive gardens using carefully directed watering systems. Of the
3,000 so Chinese in Bendigo in 1861 around 200 were market
gardeners but by the 1890s over 2,300 were working in the local
152
gardens.
Kangaroo Flat and Golden Square were just two of seven
major Chinese areas found locally while many more smaller gardens
also operated. When permanent water supplies increased after the
building of water storages, commercial vegetable gardens could
increase in size and the Melbourne market became a viable alternative
however there are few commercial vegetable growers in the region
today.
The most popular vegetable was the varieties of tomatoes available
and many people stated that the particular minerals in the local soils
imparted a special flavour. Kangaroo Flat tomato growers produced a
sturdy crop that was sent to Melbourne by train for processing after
153
Bendigo once had a number
Bendigo’s major plants were closed.
of processing plants, including Kia Ora, White Crow, Rosella,
Leggo’s and the Bendigo Preserving Company, to which local
growers sent their produce but tomato growing is now a large scale
cropping industry and has moved to the north of the state. Local
growers still grow fresh fruit for the market but not on the scale they
once did.
Poultry farming has been a staple, and stable, source of produce in the
region for many years. Most early farms had chickens but some small
landholders used the excess bran and pollard from the small flourmills
154
Areas such as
to develop a flock sufficient to supply local buyers.
Quarry Hill, Spring Gully Kangaroo Flat, Golden Square and
Harcourt, amongst others, all had flocks of considerable size. The
Rosedale Poultry Farm at Kangaroo Flat was famous as the site of the
155
In
first egg laying competition in Australia between 1915-1918.
later years poultry farming has moved into becoming one of
Australia’s major primary industries, fifth in importance with only
wool, wheat, dairying and meat production of higher value. Large
sheds house chickens at Eppalock, Golden Square, Harcourt and
Kangaroo Flat and although there are fewer operations than in the
1930s, they hold and supply far larger numbers of birds and eggs.
Hazeldene’s Hatchery at Kangaroo Flat is still one of the largest
producers of eggs and meat birds although more chickens are held at
156
the Lockwood premises now.
Some growers use the cage method
while some smaller operations supply the increasingly popular free
range and deep litter produce. The local operatives were significant in
the industry and take credit for innovative work in beginning the
Victorian Egg Marketing Authority and the introduction of the egg

152 . C. Webb & J. Quinlan, Greater than Gold, p. 270
153 . Kangaroo Flat: a history – Gold, Goats and Peppercorns, p. 39
154 . C. Webb & J. Quinlan, Greater than Gold, p. 214
155 . Ibid
156 . See Kangaroo Flat: a history – Gold, Goats and Peppercorns, pp 97-98 for a history of Hazeldenes
family and business.
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quota system. They were also innovators in major technology
157
developments within the industry.
Flour mills were a common sight in central Victoria during the 1860s
as horse transport limited the distance it was practical to haul grain to
158
be milled.
The Heathcote district has at least 3 flour mills in the
1880s but the development of a system of rail lines soon made it more
profitable to build larger mills in towns or cities. The Heathcote Flour
Mill began gristing in 1865 although an earlier venture, the Heathcote
Co-operative Flour Mill begun in 1863, had failed by 1871.The
Heathcote Flour Mill, or Craven’s Mill as it was called locally, was
located at the north end of town and the remaining brickwork was
visible until the early 1960s on the site. The building that housed the
McIvor Flour Mill, erected in 1869, was more durable and is currently
159
an artist’s residence although it did operate until at least 1914.

The former McIvor flour mill at Heathcote

160

Doak's threshing machine, the first in Victoria, was situated at
Axedale township and operated in the early 1880s drawing grain from
161
the northern grassy plains.
The Doak Brothers also operated a
steam flourmill at one stage in the 1860s but it is not apparent how
162
long that mill operated.
By the 1880s other forms of farming were
more profitable than wheat and the main wheat growing areas moved
further north into drier country making the mills too far away from the
crops to remain efficient.

157 . See Greater than Gold, pp 216-7 for examples
158 . See L. & P. Jones, The Flour Mills of Victoria 1840-1990 for information on particular mills.
159 . Leonard French, the artist famous for his glass work has lived in the mill building for many years. At one
time the building was used as a weaving mill as well. See L. & P. Jones, The Flour Mills of Victoria 18401990 p. 199
160 . In Flour Mills of Victoria 1840 – 1900, p. 200
161. T. Hewatt, Bridge over Troubled Waters, p. 36
162 . L. & P. Jones, The Flour Mills of Victoria 1840-1990, p. 201
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2.7 Informing Australians
2.7.1

Making, printing and distributing newspapers

Heathcote has a strong newspaper tradition that is still apparent today.
Perhaps indicative of the role of Heathcote as a stopping place for
travelers and transport companies, the township has always been a
place to exchange news, state opinions and develop networks with the
larger community. Local newspapers not only reported the news, they
often participated in making news through a series of out spoken
editors, many of whom took their strong personal views on civic
matters to their reading audience.
The McIvor News issued its first edition in 1858 and soon became
involved in a long and public accusation of the actions of the Municipal
163
The editor,
Council, which later became the Borough of Heathcote.
one Henry Furze, was certainly on the side of the miners rather than the
goldfields authorities but was totally vehement in his criticism of the
Council and equally positive about the Road Board, which later became
the Shire. Much of that criticism was directed personally at Dr Charles
Robinson, a prominent Town Council member, who promptly funded a
rival newspaper, the McIvor Times, in 1863. The feud occasionally
degenerated into physical attacks, brawls between reporters and editors
and front-page denunciations. Robinson eventually bought out the
McIvor News but his relationship with another doctor in the town, who
also briefly started a rival newspaper, the Rodney Dispatch, was equally
troubled and they fought over access to the Heathcote Hospital, the
news of the day and in the public positions they held. The Heathcote
Advertiser, joined the fray in 1870 but also sold out to Robinson some
seven years later. The McIvor Times continues the outspoken traditions
it has kept through minimal changes of ownership and still publishes a
weekly paper.

2.7.2

Providing health services

The first health services on the goldfields were usually situated within
the government camp where a doctor attended to the myriad of people
who were needed to administer the goldfields. Those who were not
attached to the government had either to call an independent doctor, if
one could be found, or to tend to themselves. At Heathcote, Dr Sconce
worked from the hospital tent as Camp Doctor, where lower status
government officials would be sent when ill, while he would have
provided a more personal service to higher-ranking officials within their
164
own private tents.
By 1853 there were 5 doctors in private practice
in Heathcote as well as the Camp Doctor. The tent was replaced by a
stone hospital towards the end of 1859, long after the rest of the Camp
had been accommodated in buildings rather than tents, and by this time
there was no longer a Camp Doctor in residence. The decline in the

163 . J.O. Randell, McIvor: a history of the Shire, p. 220
164 . J.O. Randell, McIvor: a history of the Shire … p. 158-9
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output of the McIvor goldfields had deterred many miners who had
moved on to the next rush but those who had stayed had subscribed to
the hospital fund.

165

The Heathcote Hospital c 1873

Doctors resident in the town at this time included the prominent citizen,
Dr Charles Robinson, the same Dr Robinson who began the McIvor
Times; Dr Carkeet who was also heavily involved in civic affairs and a
long term enemy of Dr Robinson, and a Dr Scott as well as a number of
medical gentlemen. The hospital has slowly grown over the years with
buildings and new wings being added as money became available. One
of the largest additions was in 1934 when the hospital doubled in size.
Bequests and donations enabled the nurses home to be built in 1957.
Although the hospital has been under threat in recent years, it remains
open and unlike the private hospitals which once operated in Heathcote.
Ivy Cottage, the building which was once the Old Post Office at the
corner of High and Chauncy Streets, was once a private hospital and
operated, on and off, from 1877 to 1912 and still stands. Yaburra, the
brick house on Brightwell’s Hill, opened as a private hospital in 1913
and ran until at least 1921. Other trained nursing sisters, such as Sister
Peterson and Sister Morley and Sister Jean Clyde at Elaine Private
Hospital in High Street, opened small private hospitals but none seemed
to operate for very long.

165 . In McIvor: a history of the Shire and the Township of Heathcote, p. 161
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2.8 Building settlements, towns and cities
CONTEXT: this theme deals with the more formal concerns of
selecting settlement sites and laying out the constructs of roads
and bridges. It looks at what the layout of a settlement means to
the later form and shape of the town and how that has
developed. Much of the complete theme deals with urban
Australia rather than rural Australia so we have used the theme
to demonstrate the beginnings of the major settlement sites.
2.8.1

Planning urban settlements

2.8.1.1

Selecting township sites

Many townships were already settled prior to the arrival of the official
surveyor who then had to work his plans around the permanent
structures already in place. Mining townships, in particular, often
demonstrate the earlier use of the land for mining as streets meander up
and down gullies or cross them at high points. The development of
Kangaroo Flat occurred mostly on the west side of the current highway,
the old Melbourne road, on land easier to settle than that on the eastern
side where so many mines were established and the gullies more
prominent. Linear development stretched into Bendigo along one
continuous extension but Kangaroo Flat maintains its individual
identity and is recognisable as a township. The old High Street is still
crowded with individual shops and businesses mostly clustered within
the blocks between Lockwood Street and Station Streets although the
development of Lansell Plaza shopping centre further down the
highway has altered shopping patterns. 166
In areas like Spring Gully and Quarry Hill the streets detour around
areas once mined or branch off at angles to join major roads already in
place prior to subdivision occurring. The housing stock in these areas
often reflects the earlier phase of development in the 1860s and 1870s
but later subdivisions have brought more modern buildings that are
interspersed with older homes. Early maps of Heathcote township show
the areas planned for expansion with the most suitable areas bounded
by creek and associated flood plains and high ground across the creek
forcing development to stretch along the highway in a long narrow
strip.

166

. See Kangaroo Flat: a history – Gold, Goats and Peppercorns, pp 40-48 and p 147-8 for information on
individual businesses.
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Township of Heathcote, Crown Sale Plan 1854

Strathfieldsaye, once primarily consisted of small allotments mainly
used for agricultural purposes, but it has responded to demand for larger
housing allotments. The area is now mainly residential although
interspersed with rural allotments and bushland. Topography and
geography determined most early settlement sites and Axedale was no
exception. A good travelling distance from Bendigo on the busy
Heathcote Road, Axedale grew around the river crossing, and travellers
could rest horses at the coach stables, and find food drink and a bed at
either of the two hotels depending on religious affiliations. 167Prior to
167

. Accent on Axedale, p. 8.
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the spate of bridge building, bullock drays were often camped out for
days waiting for the river to fall to a safe crossing level. The town was
laid out just after the Crimean War and the street names recognise many
a war hero. The Shire of Strathfieldsaye was named after a grateful
Refer Appendix A, Map 4. Kangaroo Flat showing township layout and
gullies.168
nation bestowed the gift of Strathfieldsaye on the Duke of Wellington
after Waterloo. 169 The local hotel was named the Duke of Wellington
and once stood next door to the Strathfieldsaye Shire Hall. 170
Secondary roads shape the town into the distinctive ‘axe’ shape and the
Campaspe River defines the edge of the town as it was in 1856. The
strong building bluestone of Axedale has brought a substantial look to
this little township and is commemorated in its logo of Axedale: home
of bluestone and white clay. During the 1850s there was a population of
around 500 people in Axedale and it served as a popular stopping point
along the highway. Businesses such as blacksmiths and hotels
developed to serve the travellers as did the general store, while shops
such as bookmakers and butchers and so on catered to the local
population. 171 A little later the racecourse was a popular outing for
Bendigo people.

168
169
170
171

. In Kangaroo Flat: a history, goats, gold, and peppercorns, p. 7
. Ibid, p.8
. T. Hewatt, Bridge Over Troubled Waters, p. 47
. Accent on Axedale, p. 23
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2.9 Educating
CONTEXT: the intervening theme of Working has been covered
throughout other themes so has been omitted here. The theme of
educating looks at the development of schools and education facilities
such s mechanic’s Institutes that were so popular, especially mining
communities. Schools were not only important for the provision of
educational facilities. In rural communities the establishment of schools
brought the community together and facilitated many other community
activities that occurred in the school buildings or supported the school
through fund raising or simply provided a focus for an isolated district.

2.9.1

Forming associations, libraries and institutes for
self education

Mechanics’ Institutes have played a long and important role in
Victoria’s history. 172 Based on the British model of providing access
to popular education to skilled workers or mechanics as they were
called, Mechanics’ Institutes were a prominent feature in city and
country life. All provided access to newspapers, most incorporated a
free lending library featuring texts chosen for the moral uplifting
qualities as well as for their instructional value and were often used as
venues for lectures. 173 In gold rush towns people often turned the
Mechanic's Institute as an alternative to the entertainment provided by
shanty hotels and concert halls.174 Their goals were self-instruction,
moral improvement through education and the betterment of the
working man. Visiting lecturers traveled the country offering lectures
on a range of subjects from natural history to geology, from technical
advances to overseas happenings.
The Heathcote Mechanics Institute was established in1859 with the
usual good intentions of encouraging men to devote their leisure time
to educational pursuits and the improvement of their minds rather than
175
attending the beer halls and saloons common on the goldfields.
The building eventually was completed in 1861 but was never
substantial enough for the use. The current Heathcote
Mechanics Institute (1900) replaced an earlier timber building
on the same site (1861-2) but the billiard room was not added
until 1909. The handsome façade complements the High Street
176
streetscape and is still used by community organizations. The Mia
Mia Hall, built in 1907, was also a Mechanics Institute and once had a
172

. See M. Askew, ‘The Diffusion of Useful Knowledge’ (MA thesis) and P.Jones, ‘Education, Enlightenment
and Entertainment: a history of the Mechanic’s Institute Movement in Victoria (MA Thesis) as well as
recent publications by P. Baraganawath as listed below for information on individual mechanic’s Institutes

173

. See J. Hagger, Public Library Services in Victoria and C. Milward-Bason, Mechanic’s Institutes and
Schools of Arts in Australia for the relationships between public libraries, mechanic’s institute and the

development of technical schools in Victoria
174. P. Baraganawath, Mechanics' Institute of Victoria, p. 157
175
176

. P. Baragawanath, Mechanics Institutes of Victoria, p. 157
. P. Baragawanath, Inventory of Mechanics Institutes in Victoria 1998, pp 465-6
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library and reading room but has operated simply as a community hall
177
for many years.
The Costerfield Hall on the Costerfield-Heathcote
Road was also once a Mechanics Institute but little is known about
when it was established (c1887) or when use reverted to that of a
community hall.

178

The original Heathcote Mechanic’s Institute.

2.9.2

Establishing schools

There were few children in the early Gold rush period but once the
men became settled and brought their families, or married and had
children, the first thing these families looked to establish, after their
house and garden, was a way of educating their children. Schooling
was not free and the National School system competed with schools
run by religious denominations for fee-paying pupils. National
Schools were common in Victoria - some 193 were established by
1863. Early schools, such as the one at Spring Gully, were often held
179
Prior to
in tents or in rough wooden buildings with a canvas roof.
obtaining this building, Spring Gully School, like many
180
Denominational schools, held classes in the local church hall.
Heathcote National School began in late 1853 and, with no
denominational schools in competition in the town, all children whose
181
parents could afford the fee, some 50 children, were enrolled there.
Numbers fluctuated as the population moved to other rushes and the
school committee were aware of the need to provide children with
trade skills as well as elementary learning. The Church of England did
have a schoolroom but it was used as the Infant Common School. By

177
178
179
180

. Ibid., pp 645-6.
. In McIvor: a history of the Shire and the Township of Heathcote, p. 190
. The Valley of the Springs: Spring Gully’s first 127 years, n.d.
. See L. Blake, Vision and Realisation, Pioneer Schools in Australia and L. Burchell, Victorian School: a
study in Colonial Architecture for a good overview of the development on state education in Victoria and
the buildings which housed the schools. R. Peterson’s report on architecture of state school building held
by the National Trust of Australia (Victoria) is also useful.

181

J.O. Randell, McIvor: a history of the Shire, p. 150
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the late 1860s some 162 pupils were enrolled and the attendance
182
averaged around 130.
Several small private schools opened for varying periods in Heathcote
during the 1850’s as they did in most country towns. They were often
single teacher schools, such as the one opened by Mrs Lucas in
Heathcote in 1859, and usually offered an education suitable for
young ladies and gentlemen. Few lasted very long and parents needed
to have the income necessary to pay the higher fees. These private
schools competed with the denominational schools run by the Church
of England, the Catholic Church and the Methodist Church, all of
which had schools operating in Heathcote by the 1860s when the
population had stabilised. It is not clear where the Methodists had
their school but the Catholic school was run from the Methodist
chapel in the late 1850s and it was common practise to hold classes in
the chapel or church halls at that time.
The Heathcote Common School No. 300 evidently operated from two
sites with the infants, some 50 of them, housed in the Town Hall
while the older children were taught in the school itself. As demand
grew the government extended the building to accommodate the
infants but also built a new school, South Heathcote Common School
Number 315, at the south end of town to cater for children living in
this area. The state government offered capital for building to
populations who could buy or donate the land but the school
committee was responsible for the running of the school, hiring of
staff and so on. Local schools such as Mia Mia Common School
Number 952 was one of many who had been established this way.
In 1872, the government enacted the first Education Act that stated
that education should be free, secular and compulsory for all and
Common or National Schools became State Schools. A rush of
building commenced as parents tried to ensure that their children had
access to a school within comfortable travelling distance. Schools
were established at Wild Duck Creek, Mount Pleasant, Redesdale,
North Redesdale, Axedale, Lyall, Redcastle and Costerfield and
schools at Knowsley, Derrinal, One Eye, Mount Camel and other
small centres were already operating by 1872 and merely changed
183
their name. School buildings varied from rude timber structures
that were often moved as populations shifted, to solid red brick
constructions. Emberton North School No 1416 was physically
shifted to the Redesdale Township site (later Redesdale State School
No 2571) around 1900 while other schools, like the North Redesdale
primary school opened for only a short period and then sent their

182
183

.Ibid, p. 151
. See K. Dobbie, Quarry Hill Primary School: past and present, Golden Square Primary School No 1189
(Laurel Street) 125 Anniversary 1873-1998, The Four Seasons (Golden Square High School), A History
of St ‘Josephss School, Quarry Hill Bendigo, Mandurang School Centenary September 1977, The
Porcupine Rush: Ravenswood South School Centenary April 26, 1975 and Tribute to Toolleen: to mark
the centenary celebrations of Toolleen State School 1336 1874-1974 among other local histories of
schools
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pupils to the larger nearby schools where a more rounded curriculum
184
could be offered.
Not all schools moved sites or buildings. Big Hill State School was
erected in 1875 and a new brick building was added on the same site
185
in 1879 and remodelled in 1915.
Like many state schools it had its
own plantation that was planted to provide an extra source of funds at
186
some future stage.
Some of the pines still exist and the school is
unusual in that it backs onto the Big Hill Nature Park allowing the
children access to a wonderful reserve. Apart from St Monica’s
Catholic Church and School the most prominent school is the old
Kangaroo Flat Common School designed by Vahland and
Getzschmann and built by George Pallett thus combining Bendigo’s
187
The building
most famous architects with the most notable builder.
is now located in the grounds of the Kangaroo Flat Primary School.
188

The old One Eye schoolhouse was brought to Kimbolton Homestead
in 1891 and was re-built to become the dining room of the station,
189
(now demolished).
At that time there were three state schools
nearby, Axedale, Mosquito Creek and Langwoornar, all one-teacher
schools. Mt Camel primary school was once located on the Kyneton
Road but by 1927, the impact of the soldier settlement scheme meant
that demand for school places was higher at Mt Camel and the
building was simply shifted. Often there are few tangible reminders of
school sites other than some foundations, occasional tree plantings or
190
a reserve noted on land titles.
Many schools, such as Knowsley
East, burnt down (fires were common as all schools and attached
residences were heated by open fireplaces); others were demolished
for the building materials when local population declined.
By the 1880s state aid was withdrawn from church run schools and
religious education removed from the curriculum in state schools after
a long and bitter battle between Denominational led school boards and
National School Boards. Many parents preferred their children to
receive a religious based education and in Heathcote they established
the Catholic School in the chapel on the old site at Brightwell’s Hill
on the southern end of town and later, in 1874, a more formal school
building was bought. The Sacred Heart School opened in Heathcote
much later, in 1910, and operated as a school until the Holy Rosary
School was erected in 1959.
184

. See B. Rowe, Yesterday and Today: a history of Redesdale, p. 27 for more information on Redesdale
schools.

185
186
187
188

. To Big Hill and Back, p. 14-23 and Back to Big Hill 1991
. Kangaroo Flat: a history - Gold, Goats and Peppercorns, p. 130-1
. Ibid
. See W. Blake, Kangaroo Flat: the way she was and D. Horsefall (ed), Kangaroo Flat Primary School and
Fire Brigade Centenaries: from 1873-1973 and The Way we Were: Kangaroo Flat Primary School for
more information.

189
190

. See J.O. Randell, Kimbolton, p. 64-5
. See J.O.Randell, McIvor: a history of the Shire pp 154-5 for such sites.
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In small communities it was not always possible to offer the breadth
of education so the practice often consisted of a Catholic and state
primary school both feeding pupils into the larger secondary college
with some wealthier parents sending their children to Bendigo or
Ballarat boarding schools or perhaps to board with a family in the
nearest large town. As modes of transport changed children could
reside further than a pony ride from school so schools tended to
congregate in the townships. For many years the school bus has been
the connecting factor providing access to educational facilities and
linking the members of the community together.
Local schools generated a considerable demand for fully trained
teachers and a teacher’s college was established at the old Quarry Hill
191
The college moved sites several times over the
School in 1926.
years but returned to nearby Pleasant Vale in purpose built quarters in
1959. These buildings now form the residential part of La Trobe
University, Bendigo campus.

191

. K. Dobbie, Quarry Hill Primary School: past and present
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2.10 Governing
CONTEXT: the business of government changed in the study area, as
in other mining areas, from a government imposed upon the community
with charges designed to make governing self supporting in a financial
sense to self government. The self-government movement was largely
brought about by actions on the goldfields by those disenfranchised in
their homelands that wanted a better form of government in their new
country. The development of self-government determined a form of
democracy unique to Australia with levels of government that include
local, state and federal mechanisms of administration.

2.10.1 Governing Australia as a province of the British
Empire

The Government camp at Heathcote just before it was demolished in
192
1890.

Administering the goldfields was an onerous task as the transient
miners tried to avoid paying the burdensome licence fees needed to
finance the administration of the growing colony. The Gold
Commissioner was the person responsible for all law and order on the
goldfields and he and his troops needed to be on-site in order to
establish a presence. The first Commissioner arrived in Heathcote in
1853 although Joseph Panton, the Commissioner stationed at
193
Bendigo, had visited the McIvor goldfields regularly.
Panton had
been posted to Kangaroo Gully in 1852 as the Assistant
Commissioner and like all those after him he struggled to maintain
law and order and collect the hated fees. Government Camps, situated
at both Heathcote and Kangaroo Flat as well as Bendigo, were the
focus of the miner’s discontent but after the Eureka uprising in
Ballarat in 1854 issues of law and order seemed to become more
easily resolved and the Goldfields Act of 1855 gave the miners many
of their claims for self-government.

192
193

. In McIvor: a history of the Shire and the Township of Heathcote, p. 25
. J.O. Randell, McIvor: a history of the Shire…, p. 12

A_Report and Thematic Environmental History.doc

Page 54

Heathcote - Strathfieldsaye Heritage Study
2.10.2 Developing institutions of self-government and
democracy
After the Eureka Rebellion the developing Colony began to advocate
manhood suffrage and other points promoted by the Chartists and
194
Democracy became an
wrote them into the new constitutions.
established principle and the gradual acceptance of a widening of
individual rights and responsibilities, such as payment of members,
the introduction of referendums, extension of votes to women,
universal franchise and the removal of state gerrymanders, was
accepted leading to the political systems we have today.
The visible signs of self-government include the building of structures
to house the various forms of government and authority, such as
courthouses, police stations, gaols, Shire offices and Shire Halls, post
offices and other government buildings. The old log gaol at Heathcote
which was in use around 1853 was certainly more comfortable than
chaining prisoners to heavy logs as had been the prior practise but it
195
was not completely secure as several prisoners absconded.

The log gaol at Heathcote was still standing in 1925 but was not in
196
use.

194

. See P. Jones (ed) Beginnings of Permanent Government and G. Serle, The Golden Age for general
information on the development of government agencies.

195
196

. See J.O. Randell, McIvor: a history of the Shire…, p. 36
. In McIvor: a history of the Shire and the Township of Heathcote, p. 41
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The new cell block at the Government camp, Heathcote was erected in
197
1860 and replaced the log gaol.

A new gaol built in 1860 was more successful. The Strathfieldsaye
Shire Hall once operated as the focus for decision making in the
surrounding Shire although now seems to be placed on the periphery
of the township. Courthouses were intended to display the power and
authority of government and the judiciary and were usually designed
198
to impress the local population. . The Heathcote courthouse is the
second courthouse on the site having been rebuilt to the original
design after a fire in 1951.

2.10.3 Administering Australia
Local government had its roots in the early road boards that had the
responsibility of levying local rates to ensure that local roads
remained passable. With a strong federal government and
accompanying state government, the institution of local government
was resisted across Australia although in Victoria there was a
movement by local property owners in particular to control
199
development and ensure appropriate services were maintained.
Local councils had very restricted powers and influence when set in
the larger context of government but all attempts by state government
to force amalgamations in the name of efficient government have
been strongly resisted. The recent amalgamation, which saw the Shire
of Strathfieldsaye and parts of the Shire of McIvor join with the City
of Greater Bendigo, was not accepted by all local constituents, many
of whom argued that their needs would become subservient to the
larger city component.

197
198

. In McIvor: a history of the Shire and the Township of Heathcote, p. 41
. See M. Challinger, Historic Court Houses of Victoria , B. Trethowan, ‘The Public Works Department of
Victoria 1851-1900’ (research report), D. Mcintosh & F. O’Neil, ‘Court Houses in Victoria: a survey’ for
information on individual court houses, their history and architecture

199

.See J. Hirst, The Strange Birth of Colonial Democracy, and J. Halligan, Local Government Systems of
Australia for general information on the growth of local government.
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2.10.4 Establishing regional and local identity
The HEATHCOTE-STRATHFIELDSAYE study area is now part of
the City of Greater Bendigo however the districts included in the
study area are far from homogeneous. It is difficult to characterise the
districts except in a general sense but there are distinctive differences
that may be useful to sketch in this document. All districts have their
beginnings in pastoral pursuits that were overtaken by the discovery
of gold but this common past has not prevented different futures.
Some areas such as Ravenswood remain rural and dependent on
grazing pursuits. Others, such as Harcourt, Big Hill and Mandurang
are primarily agricultural with an emphasis on fruit, vegetables and
grape growing and, as mentioned earlier, other areas are strongly
involved in poultry raising or other forms of production. Kangaroo
Flat retains its identity as a township, although enveloped by the city
of Bendigo, and holds a strong local sense of identity. Smaller rural
townships such as Redesdale and Mia Mia have developed into
communities where people with long local histories mix together with
weekend or commuting families who appreciate the opportunity to
take up a small holding close to a large provincial city. Many
weekenders adopt an alternative lifestyle and appreciate the attractive
countryside and opportunity to develop their artistic or craft potential.
Tiny communities, such as Knowsley, Toolleen and Costerfield still
exist but more in the form of the old townships than in the active
development or maintenance of community life. Places such as
Eppalock have developed into strong tourist orientated sites while
larger townships like Axedale have maintained their sense of
township and have added attractions like the golf course which bring
visitors from Bendigo to them. Strathfieldsaye is now a residential
centre but one which capitalises on the opportunity to live on large
blocks separated from neighbours by native bushland. It has a strong
sense of past identity as a local government area but looks towards the
City of Greater Bendigo for most services. Quarry Hill, Spring Gully
and other urban areas of Bendigo once included in the Shire of
Strathfieldsaye are distinctive historic mining districts with clusters of
older homes mixed with more modern subdivisions. There is still
much evidence of mining activities apparent in housing stock, corner
hotels, angled streets and mining dumps or ruins.
The larger town of Heathcote has been through many identities from
mining camp to transport hub to its current state as part retirement
200
town, part hobby farming community and part weekender use.
Plans to site a toxic rubbish dump in the Dargile Forest near
Heathcote in 1979 galvanised the town and split the community
leading to a sociological study of how such a community responded to
the threat /opportunity. Old loyalties were questioned, religious
affiliations were interrogated, the authority of local government was
threatened and alliances were drawn and re-drawn. The higher social

200

. See R. Wild, Heathcote: a study of local government and resident action in a small Australian township
for background material that demonstrates the changes in Heathcote over the years.
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class of those in the decision making group became apparent and
forced many to re-think the wisdom of allowing a small discrete group
to make such far reaching economic and political decisions. The threat
was averted but the town still shows the effects of the division which
surfaces regularly when debates occur over use of the forests and
conservation issues. Sometimes dismissed as a difference of opinion
between newcomers and old time residents, the divergence of opinion
goes far deeper than such a simple explanation.
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2.11 Developing Australia’s cultural life
CONTEXT: this theme focuses on the development of Australian
cultural life and identity in terms of a way of life rather than a particular
allegiance. Rural Victoria has developed a rich and varied range of
recreational activities that support and encourage a sense of community
and identity and provide a meaning to the hours spent outside the
workplace. The sub themes are wide and we have condensed them into
lesser number that still cover the activities and special places which
promote that sense of togetherness and characteristic identity.

2.11.1 Organising recreation
Country towns, large and small, often focus on the sporting clubs to
promote a sense of identity. Football, cricket and tennis clubs are the
major activities but many other sports like running, shooting and
cycling and later specialised women’s sports such as netball all
provide entertainment and a community focus. Perhaps as much as the
actual sporting activity, the desire to provide sporting facilities draws
a community together and numerous clubs and committees have
worked hard over the years to develop grounds like the
Strathfieldsaye Sporting Complex, cricket and football grounds and
reserves or tennis courts and ovals.
Heathcote had a strong sporting tradition with the first cricket club
201
being established in 1859 and the football club in 1863. Mt Ida and
Costerfield also fielded cricket teams as did Mia Mia, Axedale and
Knowsley as well as Toolleen and many still play in the local
association. Football clubs often began from teams selected by the
local hotels. During the 1870s Heathcote could play two football
teams, the North and South Heathcote sides and they played against
Wild Duck Creek and Mia Mia as well as Toolleen and Costerfield.
Often the same sportsmen played cricket in the summer and football
in the winter. Tennis was a popular sport for both sexes and most
small towns such as Mia Mia and Redesdale and Derrinal and Coliban
Estate had courts although today tennis clubs tend to meet where there
are well-tended courts such as at Heathcote and Strathfieldsaye.
More individual sports such as wood chopping, rifle shooting and
swimming were all popular at certain periods while golf and bowls
have retained their popularity. Many country children learned to swim
in the creeks and dams but the larger water storages can be more
dangerous with their deep and cold waters. Heathcote opened its
swimming pool in 1959. Prior to this residents swum in the Hanging
Rock Reservoir that was supervised by the Council. The Heathcote
Golf Club opened in 1917 but there are also clubs as Redesdale, Mia
Mia, Axedale, Toolleen and Knowsley which are all well patronised
while lawn bowls is strongly supported in most country towns.

201

. J.O. Randell, McIvor: a history of the Shire, p. 324-5
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The pastoral tradition was celebrated through the institution of the
annual agricultural show and these were always well attended. The
1880s saw a proliferation of shows across Victoria. Heathcote
established a committee early in the 1880s and were awarded a grant
of land on the eastern side of the McIvor Creek to develop into
202
showgrounds.
The current showgrounds are on a later site, selected
in 1893, and demonstrate the commitment Heathcote has made to its
annual show. Other country institutions such as the C.W.A. and the
local Fire Brigade were stalwart institutions in Heathcote while many
country towns had their benevolent societies, hospital auxiliaries,
Masonic Lodges and other associations many still demonstrate their
presence by the buildings they erected, even if they now house other
uses.
Hotels, and drinking, are a strong part of the Australian cultural
tradition even today and much of that tradition originated on the
203
The men who gathered on other goldfields had few
goldfields.
creature comforts but had to accommodate a vigorous attempt by the
authorities to limit their access to alcohol. Sly grog shops were
common across the goldfields as men refused to change their drinking
habits simply because they were now seeking gold rather than
adopting some other occupation. Combined with the imposition of the
miner’s license fee, this heavy-handed approach by the authorities
made them exceedingly unpopular. There were some licensed outlets
such as beer halls or wine shanties, usually ephemeral affairs, but still
the grog shops flourished.
There are no records of hotel licenses being issued in the Heathcote
area prior to 1854 although the McIvor Inn, some distance out of
204
town, was licensed earlier. Some, like the Redesdale Hotel were
situated at crossing places, others at crucial stopping places along the
major roads. The Porcupine Inn, on the route between Castlemaine
and Bendigo was notorious in the early 1850s but as it was the first
205
It
inn outside the limits of either goldfield, it was very popular.
seems to have been first opened in 1846 by a Mr Hawkins but had
206
been re-built from its original wattle and daub beginnings by 1852.
The Knowsley Hotel (not the hotel at Knowsley) was operated by
Donald Matheson and erected on the old track from Kilmore to
Heathcote in c1853 making it one of the three earliest hotels along
with the McIvor Inn and the Mia Mia Hotel. This building still stands
on the White property while a small bluestone wall is all that remains

202

. See J.O. Randell, McIvor: a history of the Shire p 191-193 and The First Century: a history of the
Heathcote Agricultural, Pastoral and Horticultural Society (n.d.) for further information.

203

. See J. Flett, Old Pubs, Inns, Taverns and Grog Houses on the Victoria Diggings, J.M. Freeland, The
Australian Pub and P. McGuire, Inns of Australia for general information and local histories for local
examples. The R.K. Coles ‘Collection of Hotel Records’ held at the SLV also has information on defunct
hotels.

204
205
206

. J.O. Randell, McIvor: a history of the Shire…, p. 225 and 232
. L.J. Blake, Gold Escort, p. 108
. L.J. Blake, Gold Escort, p. 52
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of the Mia Mia Hotel. It was established on the old track from
Kyneton to Echuca at Farrell’s Crossing, Farrell being the licensee in
1848.
Heathcote had a number of hotels, commensurate with its situation as
207
a popular stopping place.
By 1859 there were some 11 hotels along
208
a 2 mile stretch of highway at Heathcote. At one time there were 22
hotels in the township, the first official one being the Heathcote Hotel
erected in 1854 soon after the land survey, and resulting land sales,
209
were completed.
This building, erected of timber with a
galvanised iron roof, lasted some 99 years until it was demolished in
1953 and was the centre of the town’s civic and social life for many of
those years. Not only did most of the public meetings occur there, the
hotel offered entertainment that included actors such as Lola Montez.
The current hotel, on the same site, was built in 1953. By 1882 the
residents of the district were concerned over the large number of
hotels and voted against the granting of any more licences.

Other hotels included the Mt Ida Hotel (built 1854 and demolished
1920); the Union Hotel (built 1856 and still open); The Camp Hotel
[now the commercial Hotel] (built 1868-9, re-built 1904 and again in
1978 after a fire and still operating ); The Prince of Wales Hotel (built
1868 and demolished ?); the Lake Hotel (built 1855, de-licensed 1969
and still standing); The Victoria Hotel (built 1858 and burnt down
1885); The Rodney Hotel [later the Hibernian Hotel], (built 1857 and
demolished 1984); The Globe Hotel (built 1863 and demolished
c1890); the Thistle Hotel (built c1865 and demolished c1880s) and
The Emeu Hotel (built 1857 and still standing. Some like the
Liverpool Arms, the Goldminer’s Arms, the True Briton and the
Argyle Hotel at South Heathcote only traded for a few years.

207

. For detailed information about all these hotels and licencees see J.O. Randell, McIvor: a history of the
Shire… pp. 225-281

208
209

. J.O., Randell, McIvor: the history of the Shire…, p. 246
. The Argus, June 27, 1854.
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The Lake Hotel, South Heathcote (c1920) was one of the first businesses
210
to be connected to electricity in 1913.

Many of the buildings that operated as hotels were de-licensed around
1910-13 as part of the Licensing Board’s push to regulate the number
of hotels according to population. Heathcote had 19 hotels in 1913
instead of the requisite 8 the Board preferred. Many licensees were
bought out and compensated during this period. They included the
Ben Nevis Hotel (built c1854-5 and demolished fairly recently); the
Criterion Hotel (built 1858 and demolished 1965); the Shamrock
Hotel (built c1854-5 and demolished?); the Northumberland Arms,
Commercial and Family Hotel (built c1860 and still standing). The
Criterion Hotel, later the Duke of Edinburgh Hotel was one of the
most imposing hotel buildings in Heathcote although it was located on
a poor site. The McIvor Inn was trading from 1847, long before the
impetus of the gold rush and was operating about a year earlier than
the Mia Mia Inn.
Various other hotels operated in the district for a varying number of
years. These included the Emu Flat Hotel on the Kilmore Road,
Hussey’s Hotel on the Kyneton Road, the Hare and Hounds Hotel,
Kyneton Road (built 1875 and still standing), the Farmer’s Arms and
the Drover’s Arms also on the Kyneton Road, The Gold Bag Inn at
Derrinal on the old track from Kyneton to Heathcote; the Sportsman’s
Arms on the Heathcote-Bendigo Road, the Wild Duck Hotel on the
Mia Mia-Knowsley Road where it crosses the Wild Duck Creek,
Charles Schrevelius’s Hotel at One Eye Gully north of Heathcote, the
Traveller’s Rest Hotel at Wild Duck Creek, the Mount Campbell Inn
on the Rushworth Road, the Black Swan Hotel three miles towards
Bendigo from Heathcote, The Bridge Hotel on the Kyneton Road, the
Moorabbee Hotel at Knowsley, the Mount Camel (later Junction
Hotel) on the Mount Camel Road and other short lived
establishments, often linked to a general store. Spring Gully had 4
211
hotels but only one, the One Tree Hotel, still stands.
One hotel with a popular reputation for many years was the Cherry
212
Tree Hotel at Big Hill.
Surrounded by cherry trees, this hotel had
gardens, a maze and summer house, a small zoo with exotic birds and
creatures and a pavilion and sports arena. It was common for Bendigo
firms like Cohns Processing to bring their employees out for regular
picnics. Later the area became a vegetable garden, with vegetables
growing on the two cricket fields and cycling tracks. It was not only a
213
hotel but also the post office for many years. It was popular enough
to have a regular public transport service by cab from Kangaroo Flat.
214

210
211
212
213
214

. In McIvor: a history of the Shire and the Township of Heathcote, p. 260
. Valley of the Springs, p. 15
. See To Big Hill and Back, pp 6, 13.
. Ibid, p.29
. Ibid, p. 36
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The sectarianism so rife in Axedale continued over into drinking
habits. The Axedale Hotel gained its license in 1854 but its placement,
a little out of town over the river on the Heathcote side to catch the
travellers waiting to cross from that side, freed it from the rivalry of
the other two hotels, the Campaspie (1855) owned by Patrick Drake
who came from a prominent Irish Catholic family, and the Raglan
(1856) owned by James Doak from a prominent Protestant family and
215
named after Lord Raglan.
The two hotels faced each other across
the McIvor Highway symbolising the divide that religion had created
in this town of two hotels, two churches and two cemeteries. The
Raglan Hotel, primarily built of bluestone, is now a residence while
the timber Campaspe Hotel has been renamed the Axedale Tavern.
The Victorian Gazetteer of 1865 describes a total of 7 hotels in the
Axedale district, the Campaspe, Raglan, Perseverance, Shamrock,
Union, Freemasons and the Commercial, but the two major hotels
were the Campaspe and Raglans Hotels and both remained within
216
The Quarry
original family ownership for a long period of years.
Hotel, built of bluestone by Napthali Ingham who also owned the
nearby quarry, was erected in 1874. Although the building was delicensed in 1906 the building still stands and is used as a private
217
residence.
At Redesdale the first timber Redesdale Hotel was damaged by fire
but was rebuilt in local bluestone in 1876 and fashioned into a much
larger and gracious building complete with ornate verandah by owner
218
John McNiff.
An earlier bluestone hotel built in 1862 in the main
street did not operate for more than a few years and is now a
219
residence. The Redesdale Hotel was also the post office and Cobb
and Co halting place until the railway went through to Kyneton in
1891. Like many local towns, Redesdale regarded the two ends of the
town as quite separate and North Redesdale had its own hotel, a small
220
timber building which is now a private residence.
Wherever there was mining activity hotels would cater to the needs of
thirsty miners and Costerfield was no exception. There may have been
three separate hotels at South Costerfield in the mid 1870s, Taylor’s
221
Hotel, Mc Pherson’s Hotel and the Perserverance Hotel.
The
Costerfield Family Hotel was licensed to a Mr Frederick Field, one of
the first gold seekers, in 1872. Another hotel to lose its licences as a
result of the Licensing Board in 1913, the building was later used as a
Wine Café until its closure a few years later. The Antimony Hotel at
North Costerfield was licensed from 1869 when mining was in full
swing and operated until at least the 1930s.

215
216
217
218
219
220
221

. F. Gladwin, ‘Axedale Cemetery: historical report’ , p.3.
. Accent on Axedale, p. 7-8.
. J.O. Randell, McIvor: the history of the Shire., … p. 274
. B. Rowe, Yesterday and Today : a history of Redesdale, p. 8
. Ibid, p.10
Ibid, p. 21
. J.O. Randell, McIvor: the history of the Shire… p. 276
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Country life was punctuated by various regular social gatherings.
Balls, church picnics, work based outings, and public race meetings
were but a few of the organised social outings. Race meetings were
very popular from the gold rush period onwards, and are still part of
country life today. The first picnic race meeting at the Redesdale Race
Club was in 1862 and these were usually run to benefit a local charity,
222
in this case the Kyneton Hospital.
Knowsley Races were also
popular and regular picnic meetings were held at Axe Creek and
Axedale. Mia Mia and Redesdale each held an annual meet as did
Tooborac. Many local people participated, either as owners, trainers
or jockeys as racing was a more informal industry at that time.
Racetracks provided a recognised meeting place for all levels of
society and events such as the children’s races and ladies races as well
as novelty events, in addition to the usual gallops, made the day very
popular.
Early racetracks, such as the first Heathcote track, simply plotted a
path around a geographical feature, like Bald Hill, which allowed for
spectators to see the action. The local racing fraternity were eager to
develop a real racecourse and as early as December 1854 there were
contracts that mentioned putting the racecourse and grandstand in
223
order. By 1855 the Heathcote Race Track had been formed but
payable gold was found on the site, 400 miners began work and a new
224
track needed to be formed. The new track on the current site was
225
opened around the end of 1860.
Racing took place irregularly over
the first few years as Committees came and went but any event was
always well attended. There was division in the town over a number
of years as to whether the current course or the Bald Hill track was the
better course and racing still occurred on both. The Heathcote Race
Track was on government land that made improvements difficult until
226
The St
the land was finally gazetted for racing use in 1894.
Patrick’s Day races, usually held at Bald Hill, transferred to the town
course and were always very popular. The Race Club had a very
chequered history, often lapsing or re-forming to avoid the previous
Committee’s debts. The grandstand, designed by W. Beebe in 1914,
brought more life to the course but the war years intervened and again
the course was left unused. Like many other small country tracks,
Heathcote was de-licensed in 1969 as being unsafe. It now forms part
of the Heathcote Golf Club and is sometimes used to train trotters.
2.11.1.1

Developing public parks and gardens

Heathcote residents have been successful in gaining several areas set
aside for public enjoyment beginning with the area of the racecourse
227
and surrounds which were set aside for public enjoyment in 1862.
222
223
224
225
226
227

. B. Howe, Yesterday and Today: a history of Redesdale, p. 41
. T. Hall, History of the Town and District: Heathcote, p. 17
. T. Hall, History of the Town and District: Heathcote, p. 17
. J.O. Randell, McIvor: the history of the Shire… p. 320
. Ibid., p. 322-3
. T. Hall, History of the Town and District: Heathcote, p. 17
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The cricket reserve on the east side of the creek was also reserved as
was the area known as the Barracks Reserve (1867/1872). Plantings of
oaks and elms began in the late 1870s and the Rotunda and the High
228
Street fence were added soon after.
Residents have used these
reserves for many years for a number of functions from cricket to
tennis and bowls. Street tree plantings were undertaken about the
same time resulting in some gracious streets lined with mature trees.
Some reserves held hidden secrets. The Number 7 Reservoir at Big
Hill was planted with cherry, peach and apple trees and under planted
with a range of exotic plants such as honeysuckles and roses. It was a
popular picnic place for Bendigonians who played tennis, ate their
picnics and explored the old gardens. Under their feet lay a huge
underground brick cavern, probably built around 1861, and long
229
The original
forgotten until its accidental discovery again in 1964.
plans show no sign of this magnificent structure that might have
filtered the water before it was piped to Bendigo in the 1880s. It is
now thought to be the oldest such water storage in Australia.
Other reserves follow heritage trails such as the Burke and Wills track
which has several stopping places maintained as reserves. The Mia
Mia rest area is part of this trail.
Another historic trail is the O’Keefe Walking Trail that follows the
old rail line from Heathcote to Bendigo with the sections around
Axedale receiving heavy use.
Day picnics were common and many employers treated their
employees to an annual picnic. Churches, Sunday schools, unions and
all sorts of institutions had their day in the country. Ravenswood was
a popular excursion from Bendigo and Castlemaine and was easily
reached by train. At its peak up to 20 trains a day carried picnickers
230
out to the long timber Ravenswood Station.
Other reserves were used primarily by local residents. The Dower
Reserve in Kangaroo Flat was first gazetted as the Kangaroo Flat
Recreation Reserve in 1858 and the land reserved for public purposes.
The name was changed in 1956 to honour a local citizen from the
prominent Dower family. Over the years the Reserve has changed
dramatically from open land for the public to use to well maintained
grounds housing a Caravan park, Football Club, Bowling Greens and
231
Swimming Pool, grandstands and community complex.

2.11.2 Worshipping
2.11.2.1

Making places for worship

Although the goldfields are commonly thought of as rough and
lawless places, the place of religion in the life of the 1850s

228
229
230
231

. Ibid
. To Big Hill and Back, p. 33
. Ravenswood Muster, n.p.
. Kangaroo Flat: a history – Gold, Goats and Peppercorns, p. 131-2
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community was very central. Sunday was always kept as a day of rest,
even on the goldfields, and itinerant preachers found a ready audience
wherever they travelled. In most communities, prominent citizens
soon began to work towards establishing a church in their particular
faith and gaining a clergyman to lead their congregation. Often it was
these same men who also sat on the school boards and began
institutions like the Mechanics’ Institutes.
The Church of England in Heathcote began its work by preaching at
the Government Camp until a building could be erected on land
granted by the government. By 1854 the little bluestone building,
once the original Christ Church and now called Budd Hall, was
completed and work was begun raising money towards the building of
a new parsonage. As with school buildings at Heathcote, another
church was planned for South Heathcote and St Peters temporary
232
church opened in 1861. The small bluestone Christ Church was
neither large enough for the growing congregation nor built well
enough to extend, so parishioners built again using plans drafted by
the celebrated Bendigo architects, Vahland and Getzmann, which had
already been used to build the Inglewood church of the same
denomination. St John’s opened in 1869 and seated 350 people in an
233
elegant and functional church building.
The parsonage was also on
the same site as the church and over time, some three parsonages had
been built, each replacing the previous building on the same site. The
old stone church had often required major repairs but in 1972 the
entire front wall was replaced in brickwork rather than the original
stone. There were a number of small churches such as the one at
Mount Camel which was shared between the Church of England and
the Presbyterians but a more substantial Church of England church, St
Paul’s, was built at Axedale.
The Roman Catholic Church seems to have arrived in Heathcote a
little later as by 1857 there was mention of a Parish Priest, a Father
234
The local National
Patrick Birch, but no mention of a church.
school listed the majority of its pupils as being Roman Catholic that
235
indicates that there was no church school operating at that time.
The Catholic school opened in 1859 in the chapel but this building
236
was destroyed in 1862. Archbishop Goold blessed the replacement
church finished in 1865 and situated near the cemetery where it is
today. Other Catholic churches were erected in the district around this
time including the graceful bluestone building at Redesdale in 1874,
at Knowsley in 1891 (later replaced by St Brigid’s in 1895) and at
Toolleen in 1892, at Major’s Line in 1893 and at Emu Flat and
Costerfield in 1894.
232

Much of the following material has been taken from J.O. Randell, McIvor: a history of a Shire, pp. 133-148
with additions from the various individual church histories as listed in footnotes.
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. See P. Reynolds, St John;s Anglican Church, Heathcote: the first fifty years
. See M. McHarg & R. Traynor, The Catholic Parish of Heathcote: a history 1856-1997
J.O. Randell, McIvor: a history of the Shire, p. 137
.See M. McHarg & R. Traynor, The Catholic Parish of Heathcote – a history, 1997 for further details on
Catholic churches in Heathcote.
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Catholic Church at Costerfield c 1925

237

Much building and rebuilding took place over the years. The
Redesdale Church was expanded in 1892 and a new vicarage in
Heathcote solved some of the accommodation problems of the parish
priests. This building has since been replaced with a smaller one more
suited to the needs of the reduced number of priests. The present
church, Our Lady Help of Christians, replaced the St Mary’s Church
at the northern end of Heathcote in 1917. Often it was simply an
increase in attendance that provided the impetus for new buildings but
poor building practise or physical damage could also initiate change.
The Knowsley church was completely destroyed in a storm in 1929.
The churches at Knowsley, Redesdale, Tooborac and Toolleen,
together with the main church at Heathcote, are now all served from
238
the Parish of Heathcote.
Other denominations also had a presence in the district. The
Presbyterians were never as numerous at the Anglicans or the
Catholics and often shared their premises with the Wesleyans and the
Methodists. They also built churches, some crude timber ones
followed by more substantial buildings such as St Andrews Church
and Manse. A new St Andrews was opened in 1955. Presbyterian
churches could be found at Emu Flat, Mia Mia ( a lovely bluestone
building erected in 1872) and Toolleen (1886 then re built in 1984).
239
The Wesleyans were a strong minority religion and had churches at
Heathcote, near Speed’s Bridge on the road to Bendigo and at
Derrinal and at Caledonia Gully near Argyle in the early period of the
district’s history. There were five Wesleyan churches in Bendigo: at
Forest Street, Golden Square, Eaglehawk, Long Gully and California
Gully. The Methodists also established their circuit providing
ministers to churches in Cornella, on the Kyneton Road, and after they
merged with the Wesleyan church in 1898 the combined churches
serviced congregations in Heathcote, Argyle Hill, and Costerfield
237
238

. In McIvor: a history of the Shire and the Township of Heathcote, p. 145
. See also G.B. Spiers, The Church on the Hill: the Scared Heart of Jesus, Toolleen, a 100 year history
1879-1979,

239

. See Mia Mia Presbyterian Church 1872-1932: a diamond jubilee souvenir and Mia Mia Presbyterian
Church 1872-1972: the first 100 years
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although churches in Tooborac and Pyalong were also serviced from
this hub. Later the formation of the Uniting church in 1977
amalgamating the Presbyterian, Methodist and Congregational
congregations saw some churches de-commissioned and used for
other purposes.

240

Methodist church at Costerfield c 1925

Although in some areas the various denominations worked together
and sometimes even shared premises, at Axedale the strong Irish
Catholic sector kept very separate from those who belonged to the
Protestant faith. Designated hotels faced each other, segregated
cemeteries held the dead and the two churches glared at each other
across the highway. The original St Mary’s Catholic, built on land
donated by Rev Dr Backhaus of bluestone to the design of Vahland
and Getzschmann, and erected in 1862 served its community for some
241
40 years until the current St Mary’s was built nearby in 1901.
Stone from the original church was incorporated into the new one.
The Presbyterian congregation built their bluestone church
immediately opposite on the other side of the highway with stone
quarried in Ingham’s quarries and donated by the family. A later
addition, the bluestone porch, built in 1962, carried on the tradition
and stone donated by John Randell (farmer and local historian) and
quarried from his property ‘Kimbolton’ was used.

240
241

. In McIvor: a history of the Shire and the Township of Heathcote, p. 145
.Accent on Axedale, p. 10
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St Mary’s bluestone church at Axedale.

242

Like many mining communities, Kangaroo Flat, built its churches as
243
soon as the population stabilised. A Crown Reserve was set aside
in 1862 for Anglican Church purposes and the church built in 1862.
The Methodists had built earlier, in 1856 and the Presbyterians had
been holding services since 1855 although it is unclear exactly where.
St Monica’s Church and School owe their existence to the Reverend
Dr Backhaus who established his presence so thoroughly on the
Bendigo and district goldfields. He donated the land and organised the
building.

2.11.3 Honouring achievement
A feature of country communities is the naming of places to
commemorate local identities and recognise the input they have made
to their communities. Many also recognise the achievements of local
identities. One unusual monument is the bluestone tower at Spring
Plains Homestead built just by the Mia Mia – Lancefield roadside to
commemorate the first flight of an aircraft built and flown by an
Australian, John Robertson Duigan and his brother Reginald took to
the air on 16 July 1916 in a small plane built in the bluestone building
244
The Jock Comini memorial on the Calder
on the station grounds.
Highway at Ravenswood celebrates the work of one of the Comini
families who devoted much energy to the rebuilding and renewal of
the Calder Highway in recent years. Others are remembered by the
naming of gardens, parks, walks (such as the O’Keefe Walking Trail)
bridges or picnic spots.

2.11.4 Remembering the fallen
Country towns almost always have a central monument to
commemorate those who served, and/or those who sacrificed their

242
243

. In Bridge over Troubled Waters, p. 34
. See Kangaroo Flat: a history – Gold, Goats and Peppercorns, pp 106-109 for information on individual
churches and building.

244

. B. Rowe, Yesterday and Today: a history of Redesdale, p. 104.
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lives and Heathcote is no exception. The unusual monument to the
two soldiers who died in the Boer War contains an operable light
bringing the monument to night driver’s attention and commemorates
245
two men, one who died of fever during the period of war.
It is
placed securely in the centre of the Court House and Shire Office
precinct and also commemorates World War One and World War
Two veterans as well as those who served in the Vietnam and Korean
War.

246

McIvor Shire Hall and Courthouse at Heathcote.

245

. See P. Taylor, ‘‘Pro Deo Et Patria’: a survey of Victoria’s Boer War Memorials (MA Thesis) for
information on individual monuments.

246

. In McIvor: a history of the Shire and the Township of Heathcote, p. 110
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2.12 Marking the Phases of Life
CONTEXT: the final theme moves through the phases of life
common to everyone from birth to death. As the themes selected are
intended to demonstrate what makes this particular area different to
the commonality of experience, we have chosen to focus on the most
final aspect of dying. In our region the formalities of death and burial
have some special markers that deserve recognition.

2.12.1 Dying
In all communities cemeteries play a significant heritage role as a
place where members of that community finally come to rest. They
become places of commemoration, of remembrance, and hold much
of the historical past. The tangible remains such as headstones provide
written evidence of a lived past while fences, buildings, gates and
memorials demonstrate the need for a neighbourhood to honour and
247
observe an era, event or person of significance. The layout of a
cemetery is particularly revealing as religious or cultural groups are
spaced within the grounds.
The formal planting found at cemeteries can reveal a great deal, not
only about the people who lived buried but also those who care for the
grounds over time. Many small country cemeteries also contain
vestiges of remnant native grass and plants often cleared from
neighbouring sites and it is important that these be recognised and
preserved. Axedale Cemetery, situated on an unusual patch of sandy
terrain, is home to some rare orchids (such as prasophwylen aff.
Validum) and a substantial residual growth of Kangaroo Grass
(themeda triandra). 248 Care should always be taken when ‘tidying’
such cemeteries that these residual patches of native bushlands are not
destroyed.
In the early days of settlement, people often died at home, were laid
out at home and were buried on the property. There was no
requirement to notify authorities and some larger rural properties have
small private burial grounds, others a lone grave. In Victoria most
cemeteries were developed in association with churches and were run
by a body of Trustees, as many are still today. The 1854 Act
establishing cemetery administration provided formal guidelines for
their work that continues, in effect.
Country cemeteries share similar layouts with larger urban cemeteries.
Brick or stone gutters leading the visitor to a memorial or shelter
usually in a straight line or on a grid system while more elaborate
layouts might focus on gravel paths, edge graves. Plantings in early
cemeteries tend to be formal evergreen introduced species, especially
those with symbolic relationships to death and dying such as cypress,
247

. See C. Sagazio (ed), Cemeteries: our heritage, for good background material and a good bibliography.
Much of the following background information is drawn from this book.

248

. F. Gladwin, Axedale Cemetery: historical report, p. 4.
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yews, pines and cedars. Often unusual trees survive in the protected
world of the cemetery. Particular nationalities also have a preference
for certain plant species, Italians for roses, orange and jasmine;
French for Box and so on and these can indicate their graves or
section of the cemetery allocated to their countrymen. Some larger
cemeteries, such as Bendigo General Cemetery in Carpenter Street
Bendigo, which partly falls inside the study area, have small chapels
or shelters to protect the mourners.
Cemeteries provide a historical record of their community and
contribute an account of the growth and development, or decline, of
the district it serves. The record encompasses all buried there, from
the humble to the person of special local significance and the
cemetery records, as well as the headstones and graves, are an
important part of documenting a locality's history. Kangaroo Flat
cemetery is one of the earliest on the goldfields and was consecrated
in 1861 but it probably replaced an earlier cemetery that might have
249
been in use in the 1850s.
Cemeteries and their layout can also provide a tangible expression of
the social, as well as the religious, loyalties of the town. The small
town of Axedale has two cemeteries side by side, one for the
exclusive use of the Catholic sector of the population and one for the
250
non-Catholic or Protestant congregation.
The non-Catholic section
is surrounded by a wire fence but the Catholic cemetery has a
carefully constructed local bluestone wall which clearly indicates their
boundaries and the depth of sectarianism in the township. Axedale
itself was divided along religious lines with the churches standing on
opposite sides of the highway, congregations which used to drink at
separate hotels and two burial grounds clearly indicated.
The Protestant cemetery was gazetted in 1864 but the Rev Dr
Backhaus, the first Catholic priest on the Bendigo goldfields, bought
251
He was
the adjoining land some two years later for his own flock.
mindful of the numbers of Irish immigrants who had settled at
Axedale and who preferred to be buried within their own grounds.
The Axedale Catholic cemetery is still privately owned and is now
managed through the Backhaus Estate. Tombstones depict a number
of prominent Irish Catholic local families such as the Drakes, Burke
and Colvin families together with many typical Irish names while the
general cemeteries shelter families such as the Doaks and the Mills.
The McNamara family has established an unusual above ground
mausoleum within the Catholic grounds. The Axedale walled Catholic
private cemetery is unusual in that it is still privately owned and for
the exclusive use of the Catholic population only.

249
250

. Kangaroo Flat: a history – Gold, Goats and Peppercorns, p. 154
. See F. Gladwin, Axedale Cemetery: historical report, 1997, for more information. Victorian Government
Gazette (October 18 (1864) no. 106, pp 2337 for notice of lands reserved for public cemetery.
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Of the many nationalities that crowded onto the goldfields, the
Chinese miners were the most distinctive in appearance and in their
funeral practises. Brick funerary ovens were common in goldfields
cemeteries and here sacrificial meats, or funerary offering were burnt
to appease the spirits of the dead. The mourners later ate these
offering as part of the ceremony. Apart from diseases common on the
goldfields the Chinese population also contained leprosy, an affliction
that was not only fatal but caused many European miners to shun the
Chinese as a race. Most Chinese tried to have their remains returned
to China for re-burial if funds permitted but any larger cemetery on
the goldfields had a section reserved for the Chinese. Chinese
tombstones once were common in goldfields cemeteries but many
have been stolen for souvenirs leaving scant remains. Kangaroo Flat
cemetery had at least 12 headstones until a few years ago when they
all disappeared. 252
At Heathcote there have been three cemeteries in the public record. The
first cemetery seem to have been on a little flat near the foot of the range
on the south side of the gully to the south of the Powder Magazine. 253
Dates are not known but this cemetery must have been one of the
earliest recognized burying places as the second cemetery was located
at the rear of the hospital and was used up until 1857. The present
cemetery had the first allotment sold in 1854 so there was some
overlap between the two. The first tombstone in the new cemetery
was for the son of Phillip Chauncey, the surveyor stationed at
Heathcote. His survey office where he and his family also lived is still
occupied as a home and is one of the oldest buildings in Heathcote.

Survey Office, Heathcote c 1856.

254

Other small towns, such as Mia Mia and Redcastle often had a local
cemetery and while some are still in use, the majority of people are
now cremated and placed in larger rural cemeteries that are able to
manage the maintenance. Some larger stations, like Wild Duck
Cemetery at Derrinal Station, had private cemeteries that held the
family members or those who worked on the stations.

252
253
254

. Kangaroo Flat: Goats, Gold and Peppercorns, p. 155
Information from Heathcote Historical Society Notes.
. In McIvor: a history of the Shire and the Township of Heathcote, p. 20
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Bannear, D., 'Historic Mining Sites in the Heathcote (Waranga South)
Mining Division’, Department of Conservation and Environment,
1993
Bendigo Gold Project: amendments to the Shire of Strathfieldsaye...,
1987
Canavan, F., Geological Survey of Victoria Bulletin 62, 'Deep Lead
Gold Deposits of Victoria', 1988
Correspondence Relative to the Discovery of Gold in Australia,
British Parliamentary Papers, 1852
Geological Survey of Victoria, September 1858
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‘Report of the Commission appointed to inquire in to the conditions
of the Goldfields of Victoria’ in Notes and Proceedings of the
Legislative Council of Victoria III A76
The Goldfields of Victoria: reports of the Mining Registrars for
theQuarter ended… June 1889-September 1891
Books prior to 1950
Adcock, W.E., The Gold Rushes of the Fifties, (1912) 1977
Baillie, W.. & Butler, J.S. Shareholders guide to the Victorian Gold
Mines, 1865
Blake, L.J., Gold Escort , 1971
Bonwick, J. Notes of a Gold Digger and Gold Digger’s Guide, 1852
(1942)
Brough-Smythe, R., The Goldfields and Mineral Districts of Victoria,
Melbourne 1869, Reprinted 1979.
Clacy, E., AA Lady’s Visit to the Gold Diggings of Australia in 18523 written on the spot, 1963
Dickers Mining Record and Guide to the Gold Mines of Victoria
1862-1865, 1866
Fauchery, A., Letters from a Miner in Australia, 1857 (translated
1965)
Ferguson, C.D., Experiences of a Forty-niner in California and
Australia, ed F.T. Wallace, 1888
Howitt, W., Land, Labour and Gold, (1855) 1972
Kelly, W., Life in Victoria in 1853, 1859
Patterson, J.A., The Gold Fields of Victoria in 1862, 1862
Smith, J. (ed), Cyclopedia of Victoria, 3 vols, 1903-5
Westgarth, W., Victoria and the Australian Gold Mines in 1857, 1857

Books after 1950
Alford, K., Gilt Edged Women: women and mining in colonial
Australia, 1986
Bartlett, N., The Gold Seekers, 1965
Bate, W., Life After Gold, 1993
Bate, W., Victorian Gold Rushes, 1988, 1999
Blainey, G., The Rush that Never Ended: a history of Australian
Mining, 1978
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Department of Mineral and Energy in Victoria, Prospector's Guide,
10th ed, 1980
Flett, J., The History of Gold Discovery in Victoria, 1979
Goodman, D., Gold Seeking: Victoria and California in the 1850s,
1994
Harris, H.D., Digging for Gold: a guide to researching family and
local history in Victoria's Central Goldfields, 1988
Keesing, N. (ed) History of the Australian Goldrushes, by those who
were there, 1967, 1971
Serle, G., The Rush to be Rich, 1971
Stone, D., Gold Prospecting, 1983
Stone, D., Gold Diggers and Diggings: a photographic survey of gold in
Australia, 1974

Making forests into a saleable resource
Theses, Journal Articles, Maps and Manuscripts
Carver, M., 'Forestry in Victoria 1839-1919', 5 vols, typescript,
DNRE Library, n.d.
Richie, T., ‘The Eucalyptus Oil Industry in Victoria – a brief study’,
Forests Commission of Victoria unpublished study, 1977
Books
Carron, L., A History of Forestry in Australia, 1985
Moulds, F.R., The Dynamic Forest: a history of forestry and forest
industries in Victoria, 1991

Surveying the continent - Pastoral History
Theses, Journal Articles, Maps and Manuscripts
'Progress Report of Proceedings taken under the Land Act, 1862',
Victorian Parliamentary Papers, vol 3, 1862-1863
'Royal Commission into the Progress of Settlement under the Land
Act of 1869', Victorian Parliamentary Papers, vol 3.
The Establishment of a Tannery in the Shire of Strathfieldsaye,
Victoria - a study, 1989
Books prior to 1950
Billis, R.V. & Kenyon, A.S., Pastures New: an account of the pastoral
occupation of Port Phillip, 1930
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Curr, E. Recollections of Squatting in Australia
Books after 1950
Bolton, G., Spoils and Spoilers: Australians make their environment
1788-1980, 1981
Bride, T.F., Letters from Victorian Pioneers, C.E. Sayers (ed), 1969
Cabena, P. & McCrae, H. et al The Lands Manual: a finding guide to
Victorian land records 1836-1983, 1989
Cantlon, M., Homesteads of Victoria 1836-1900
Duncan, J.S. (ed), Atlas of Victoria, 1982
Powell, J.M., The Public Lands of Australia Felix: settlement and land
appraisal in Victoria 1834-91, 1970
Roberts, S.H., The Squatting Age in Australia, 1835-1847, 1935
Serville, P. de., Port Phillip Gentlemen and Good Society in
Melbourne before the Gold Rushes,
Spreadborough, R. & Anderson, H., Victorian Squatters, 1983

Establishing communications
Establishing postal services
Gibbs, C., History of Postal Services in Victoria, 1984

Moving goods and people
Building and maintaining railways
Building and maintaining roads
Manuscripts, Maps, Theses and Journal Articles
Ward, A., 'A Study of Historic Railway Buildings and Structures for
V/Line', March 1988
Ward, A. & Donnelly, A., 'Victoria's Railway Stations: an
architectural survey, 4 vols, March 1982
Weickhardt, C.G., 'Railway Engineering in early Victoria' in Heritage
Australia, vol 9, no 1, Autumn 1990
Books
Austin, K.A. The Lights of Cobb and Co., 1967
Austin, K.A., A Pictorial History of Cobb and Co.: the coaching age
in Australia, 1977
Blake, L.J., The Gold Escort, 1971
Cannon, M., (ed), Communications, Trade and Transport, 1985
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Harrigan, L.J., Victorian Railways to ’62, 1962
Kings, K.S., The Bendigo Tramways: an illustrated history, 1972
O'Connor, C., Spanning Two Centuries: historic bridges of Australia,
1985
Paynting, H.H. & Grant, M.(eds), Wheels in Victoria 1824-1884: a
record of wheeled transport through a century and a half of
technological change, 1988
Singleton, C.C. & Burke D., Railways of Australia 1963
Turton, K.W., Farwell to the ‘Timber Line’: a history of the Heathcote
Junction to Bendigo and associated railways, 1968

Altering the environment
Books
Davidson, E.R., Australia Wet or Dry?, 1969
Eppalock : Planning Control for Lake Eppalock catchment, 1981
Keary, J., Water Victoria: the next 100 years, 1991
Land Conservation Council, Rivers and Streams: Special
Investigation Report, 1989
Melis, A., State Aid, Local Initiatives: irrigation in the Shire of
Strathfieldsaye 1880-1900, unpublished MSS held at Bendigo
Regional Library (contains bibliography of all material related to local
irrigation)
Powell, J.M., Watering the Garden State: water, land and community
in Victoria, 1834-1988, 1989

Building Settlements, towns and cities
General Work
Trethowan, B., ‘The Public Works Department of Victoria 18511900, a history’, Research Report, B. Arch, University of Melbourne,
1975
Trethowan, B., ‘A Study of Banks in Victoria, 1851-1939’, Historic
Building Council, 1976
Lewis, M., Australian Architectural Index, University of Melbourne,
1990
Robertson, E.G., Victorian Heritage, Ornamental Cast Iron in
Architecture, 1960
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Developing institutions
Lockwood, M., Heathcote Youth Group and 'Our House', 1989
Yates, K., Childcare Preferences of Families residing within the Shire
of Strathfieldsaye, 1997
Campbell, V., History of the Bendigo East Swimming Club and
Progress Committee, 1992
Harrick, P., Kennington Football Club: Olympic Premiers 1956, 1991

Educating
6.1 Forming associations,, libraries and institutes for self-education
Mechanic’s Institutes and Libraries
Manuscripts, Theses and Journal Articles
Askew, M., ‘The Diffusion of Useful Knowledge’ M.A. Thesis,
Monash University, 1982
Jones, P., ‘Education, Enlightenment and Entertainment: a history of
the Mechanic’s Institute movement in Victoria’, M.A. Thesis in
Public History, Monash University, 1994
Wesson, A., ‘Mechanic’s Institute in Victoria’ in Australian Journal
of Adult Education, vols 12.1 (1972), pp 3-10
Books
Baragawanath, P., & Hodgson, J., An Inventory of Mechanic’s
Institutes in Victoria, vols 1-3, Historic Places Section, DNRE, 1998
Candy, P.C. and Laurent, J., Pioneering Culture, Mechanic’s Institutes
and Schools of Art in Australia, Auslib Press, 1994
Clancy, F., The Libraries of the Mechanic’s Institutes of Victoria.
Department of Infrastructure, 2000
Hagger, J., Public Library Services in Victoria, 1966
Holgate, C.W., An Account of the chief Libraries of Australia and
Tasmania, 1886, 1971
Library Service for the Shire of Strathfieldsaye: a report to the
Strathfieldsaye Shire Council, 1981
Mechanic’s Institutes – the way forward, Local Government Division,
Department of Infrastructure, 2000
Milward-Bason, C., Mechanic’s Institutes and Schools of Art in
Australia, 1995
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6.2 Establishing schools
Theses, Journal Articles, Maps and Manuscripts
Peterson, R., 'Survey of Historic Schools in Victoria', Historic
Buildings Branch, Ministry of Planning and Housing, December,
1993
Books
Austin, A.G., Australian Eduction 1788-1900: Church, state and
public education in Colonial Australia, 1961, 1972
Barcon, A., A History of Australian Education, 1980
Blake, L., Vision and Realisation: a centenary history of state
education in Victoria, 1973
Blake, L., Pioneer Schools in Australia, 1977
Burchell, L., Victorian Schools: a study in Colonial Government
Architecture 1837-1900, 1980

Strathfielsdsaye-Heathcote specific
Books
Back to Big Hill Committee, Back to Big Hill 1991: School No. 1551,
1871-1971, 1992
Blake, W., Kangaroo Flat: the way she was, c1990
Dobbie, K., Quarry Hill Primary School: past and present, 1998
Golden Square Primary School No. 1189 (Laurel Street) 125
Anniversary 1873-1998, 1998
Golden Square High School, The Four Seasons, 1979
Horsefall, D (ed), Kangaroo Flat Primary School and Fire Brigade
Centenaries: from 1873-1973, 1973
Macdonald, P., A History of St Joseph's School, Quarry Hill,
Bendigo, 1993
Mandurang School Centenary, September 1977, 1977
Mia Mia School 1869-1969, 1969
Munari, D.J., Golden Square Primary School No. 1189, Centenary
1873-1973, 1973
The Porcupine Rush: Ravenswood South School Centenary April 26,
1975, 1975
The Way we Were: Kangaroo Flat Primary School, 1993
Tribute to Toolleen, to mark the centenary celebrations of Toolleen
State School 1336, 1874-1974, 1974
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Weeroona College Bendigo, 1999

Governing
7.1 Governing Australia as a province of the British Empire
Theses, Journal Articles, Maps and Manuscripts
Dispatches to and from the Governor of Victoria, State Library of
Victoria
Duffy, Sir Charles Gavan, ‘Our First Legislature: a prelude to the
political history of Victoria’ in Melbourne Review, vol 3, 1878, pp 139
Victoria, Commission appointed to inquire into the conditions of the
gold fields of Victoria, Report, 1855
Victoria, Legislative Council, Select Committee on the Management
of the gold fields, Report, together with the Proceedings and Minutes
of Evidence, 1853
Victoria, Legislative Council, Select Committee on the goldfields,
Report, together with the Proceedings, Minutes of Evidence and
Appendix, 1853
Books
Anderson, H., (ed) Victorian Parliamentary Papers, Votes and
Proceedings 1854-67, 1969
Hirst, J., The Strange Birth of Colonial Democracy, 1988

7.2 Developing institutions of self-government and democracy
Jones, P. (ed), Beginnings of Permanent Government, 1981

7.6 Administering Australia
Hunt, A., Inquiry into Strathfieldsaye Shire Council, 1993
O'Neil, F., Survey of Court Houses in Victoria 1858-, Historic
Buildings Branch, Ministry for Planning and Housing, 1990
O'Neil, F., Survey of Police Buildings in Victoria 1858- ,Historic
Buildings Branch, Ministry for Planning and Housing, 1990

Developing Australia's Cultural Life
8.1 Organising recreation
Manuscripts, Theses, Maps and Journal Articles
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Cole, R.K., ‘Collection of Hotel Records’, La Trobe Library
Manuscript Collection
Farrer, M., ‘Inns of the Mt Alexander Road’, Dept of Arch, University
of Melbourne, 1967
Mullen, C.C. ‘ Brass bands have played a prominent part in the
history of Victoria’ in Victorian Historical Magazine, v.36, pp 30-47,
1965
Books
Flett, J., Old Pubs, Inns, Taverns and Grog Houses on the Victorian
Gold Diggings
Freeland, J.M., The Australian Pub, 1966
McGuire, P., Inns of Australia, n.d.
Throne, R., Theatres in Australia, an Historical Perspective of
Significant Buildings, 1977
Strathfieldsaye-Heathcote specific
Books
The First Century: a history of the Heathcote Agricultural Pastoral
and Horticultural Society, n.d.
8.6 Worshipping
Theses, Journal Articles, Maps and Manuscripts
Henderson, S.C., ‘A History of Wesley 1853-1963’, n.d.
Howe, R., ‘The Weslyan Church in Victoria 1855-1901: its ministry
and membership’, M.A. Thesis, University of Melbourne
Thomas, R.H., 'An Index of Victorian Wesleyan Methodist Churches
1836-1902', B of Arch report, University of Melbourne, 1970
Books
Barrett, J., That Better Country: the religious aspect of life in Eastern
Australia 1835-1850, 1966
Benson, C.I. (ed) A century of Victorian Methodism, 1935
Lewis, M. et al, Victorian Churches, 1991

Heathcote-Strathfieldsaye Specific
Theses, Journal Articles, Maps and Manuscripts
Kissock, P.D, (coll), ‘The Historical Records of St Mary, Kangaroo
Flat’, collated in 1982
Books post 1950
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Cole, K., A History of Christ Church, East Bendigo: a self reliant
congregation, 1990
Faith for the Future: Kennington Methodist Church 1956, 1956
Golden Square Methodist Church: centenary, 1852-1952, 1952
Miles, F., St Stephens Church Emu Creek: centenary, 1888-1988,
1988
House, K., The Little Flower at Work, comp. for St Therese's Parish,
1983
Kennington Methodist Church, 1971
Kennington Methodist Church: opening and dedication of the new
church, 1964, 1964
McHarg, M.McKenzie & R. Trayor, The Catholic Parish of
Heathcote: a history 1856-1997, 1997
Mia Mia Presbyterian Church, 1872-1972: the first 100 years, 1972
Mia Mia Presbyterian Church 1872-1932: diamond jubliee souvenir,
1932
Reynolds, P., St John's Anglican Church, Heathcote: the first fifty
years, 1989
Spiers, G.B., The Church on the Hill: The Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Toolleen, a 100 year history 1879-1979, 1979
St Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Heathcote.. opening and dedication
service, 1955
Sutherland, F., Recollections and Reflections of a Country Minister,
æ974
8.7 Honouring/Remembering/Commemorating
Theses, Journal Articles, Maps and Manuscripts

Maps And Plans - Study Area Specific
Maps include all 1:25 and 1:100 maps done by Division of Mapping
and Survey, Dept of Crown Lands and Survey.
Axedale: Township of Axedale on the Rive Campaspe about 14 miles
east of Sandhurst, Surveyor General's Office, 1855
Axedale: The township of Axedale and suburban allotments, parish of
Axedale, Public Lands Office, Thomas Ham, 1858
Heathcote : Gold and Relic Sites: metal detecting map with notes,
1982
Heathcote: Gold and Relic Sites: metal detecting map with notes,
1986
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Heathcote: Heathcote gold fields common enlarged, 1861
Kangaroo Flat: Building Allotments at Kangaroo Flat, Parish of
Sandhurst, Surveyor Generals Office, 1855
Victorian Railways, Wondong, Heathcote and Sandhurst line, plan of
land belonging to 'Benjamin Flea' ...Heathcote..., 1887

A_Report and Thematic Environmental History.doc

Page 88

