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Lake Weeroona is one of the very special places 
in Bendigo. It is loved by locals and visitors alike. 
It is enjoyed in many ways, from a quiet coffee 
catch up to an active row on the lake. 

Created in 1878, it was designed by one of 
Australia’s leading designers of the time, William 
Guilfoyle, Director of the Melbourne Botanic 
Gardens. Guilfoyle’s vision for a place of 
tranquillity and respite set around a large lake  
is still appreciated today. 

Lake Weeroona is our most visited park 
providing visitors and residents with a variety 
of experiences and a respite from the hectic 
pace of daily life. This popularity has impacted 
on the amenity of Lake Weeroona, with grass 
showing signs of wear and tear, trees declining 
due to root compaction, age and the changing 
climate and existing facilities under pressure 
from the number of users. 

This Master Plan takes into consideration the 
input received during a thorough process of 
community engagement to create a vision 
that responds to the current and future needs 
of the community. It sets out a guide for the 
restoration and future development of Lake 
Weeroona that is sympathetic to the site’s 
heritage and will enhance its existing qualities 
and characterists. 

Cr Rod Fyffe

Mayor 
City of Greater Bendigo
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Purpose of Master Plan

Lake Weeroona is one of Bendigo’s most 
popular places. The purpose of the Master Plan 
is to provide a strategic document that will 
assist the City of Greater Bendigo in improving 
this important and much-loved public park. 

Summary of consultation

Two stages of consultation were undertaken 
in the development of the Lake Weeroona 
Master Plan. Consultation was undertaken prior 
to and post the development of a draft plan. 
Preliminary consultation was highly successful 
with 140 submissions received. Information 
from this stage of consultation informed the 
draft plan with the clearest message from the 
community being not to make major changes  
to the Lake precinct. 

30 submissions were received during the Draft 
Master Plan consultation the vast majority 
of these were positive and reinforced the 
recommendations in the draft. The reduced 
number of submissions has been interpreted  

 The Master Plan takes into consideration 
the comments made during the community 
engagement process and incorporates them 
into the plan. The exception is the request for 
exercise equipment as it was felt that this was 
contradictory to the Lake surround’s role as a 
site for passive recreation. The most supported 
recommendation was for the creation of a new 
path on the western side of the lake to separate 
commuter cyclists from the lake circuit users.  

Planning and design objectives

From the outset it is important to have some 
clear goals for the Master Plan to meet. These 
include:

Heritage 

and character of Lake Weeroona by interpreting 
and where possible reinstating heritage 
elements.  

Circulation

Improve pedestrian circulation within Lake 
Weeroona to enhance the experience for  
all users. 

Improve the functionality and accessibility  
of existing car parks.

Facilities and Buildings

Improve existing facilities and buildings to cater 
for current and future demands whilst providing 
better integration into the surrounding 
environment. 

Landscape and Vegetation

Enhance the aesthetic appeal, appearance 
and functionality of Lake Weeroona, 
whilst maintaining its existing qualities and 
characteristics.

Support opportunities for community  
events and social gatherings.

Increase tree cover and improve conditions  
for existing vegetation. 

Key recommendations 

The Master Plan makes a number of 
recommendations for the future improvement 
of Lake Weeroona. These build on the  
current strengths to enhance the existing 
experiences of Lake Weeroona. Some of the  

For more details see the rest of the document 
and the accompanying plans. 

Heritage: 

garden beds in keeping with the original 
design. 

Circulation:

users of the Bendigo Creek Linear Trail from 
people using the lake circuit walk. 

improve functionality and better integrate 
with surrounds.

Facilities and Buildings:

of the eastern toilets and playground to 
overcome the current issues of wear and 
tear, better incorporate the itinerant traders 
and to improve the look and feel of the area. 

for current and future users of the water 
craft pavilion. 

with a possible new barbecue shelter at the 
northern end. 

recommendations for upgrading where 
appropriate.

Landscape and Vegetation:

Additional shade tree planting in the vicinity 
of the playground. 
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1.1 Introduction

Lake Weeroona is one of Bendigo’s premier 
public open spaces, and one of the pearls in the 
string of parks along Bendigo Creek that includes 

Botanic Gardens. Its prominent position beside 
the Northern Highway and large body of water 
adds to its appeal and reputation as one of 
Bendigo’s most popular recreation reserves. 

Lake Weeroona and surrounds is of particular 

as it was designed in 1878 by William Guilfoyle, 
Director of the Melbourne Botanic Gardens 

landscape designers. Guilfoyle’s involvement adds 

the need for the development of a Master Plan 
sensitive to this fact.  With considerable wear 
and tear and other pressures on the site it is 
important to get the balance of heritage and 
development right.      

1.2 Background to Master Plan 

The City of Greater Bendigo is the Committee 
of Management of Lake Weeroona, and thus is 
responsible for its day to day maintenance. It is 
also responsible for planning for the future of 
this important site. 

Lake Weeroona’s popularity - along with 
the effects of the area’s changing climate 
- is impacting seriously on its amenity and 
management. The Lake Weeroona Conservation 
Management Plan gives perspective to the site’s 
heritage and sets guidelines and actions for 
conservation. 

The Lake Weeroona Master Plan is to address 
these various issues, and guides the Lake 

century. 

The Master Plan covers the area bounded by the 
Melbourne to Swan Hill railway line to the north, 
Napier Street (Northern Highway) to the east, 
Nolan Street at the south and Bendigo Creek 
and part of Weeroona Avenue on the west. 

1.3 Methodology 

The Lake Weeroona Master Plan is an internal 
City of Greater Bendigo project devised and 
managed by the Landscape and Open Space 
Planning team (refer Acknowledgements). 

A Project Control Group (PCG) was established 
to oversee the process of producing the Master 
Plan. This includes: 

and Open Space Planning CoGB, 

Property CoGB 

The PCG met on an as needed basis to discuss 
methodology and later the community responses 
when community engagement occurred. 

A Community Engagement Plan was developed 
for the project. This outlines the methodology of 
engaging with the community to generate input 
and feedback. This included one on one meetings 
with a number of key stakeholders including: 

Dragons Abreast, Friends of Bendigo Botanic 

itinerant traders, and Bendigo Camera Club. 
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Environment, Coliban Water, local service clubs, 
Bendigo Field Naturalists and Bendigo Historical 
Society.

Three ‘Listening Posts’ were scheduled at the 
Lake itself so that people could express their 
views. Approximately 1000 letters were sent 
to local residents, ratepayers and businesses 
to alert them to the opportunity to have their 
say. In addition, in order to catch the casual lake 
users three signs were placed around the lake 
advertising the Listening Posts. Consultation 
was most successful with around 140 responses 
received with many of these from people taking 
advantage of the Listening Posts.  

With the input of the various stakeholders and 
a thorough understanding of the site, its context, 
history and current issues, the Landscape 
and Open Space Planning team of the City of 
Greater Bendigo developed a Draft Master Plan 
for the site which was put to the community for 
public comment. 

Following a period of four weeks of public 
display 30 submissions were received on the 
Draft Master Plan. These community comments 
were analysed and discussed by the Project 
Control Group in devising the priorities and 
staging. 

October 2010

LAKE WEEROONA MASTER PLAN 

HAVE YOUR SAY !

Address:
195-229 Lyttleton Terrace
PO Box 733, Bendigo VIC 3552

T: (03) 5434 6000
TTY: (03) 5434 6460
F: (03) 5434 6200
E: info@bendigo.vic.gov.au
W: www.bendigo.vic.gov.au

BACKGROUND
The City of Greater Bendigo is currently undertaking a 
Master Plan for the future of the Lake Weeroona precinct. 

site, as well as plan for the future development of the Lake 
and its surrounds.  As a precedent to the Master Plan, a 
Conservation Management Plan for the site was produced 
in 2008, which will guide heritage aspects of the site.

WE WANT YOUR INPUT
The City of Greater Bendigo is seeking input into the 
future of Lake Weeroona. We are keen to receive people’s 
ideas on what they like and dislike about the current 
arrangements and what they would like to see in the future.

LISTENING POSTS

likes and dislikes about Lake Weeroona at the following 
times.

Saturday 23 October 2pm - 4pm
Tuesday 26 October 10am - 12pm
Thursday 28 October 5pm - 7pm
The Listening Post will be set up at Lake Weeroona in the 
vicinity of the children’s playground. If you cannot make it 
to Lake Weeroona at one of these times you can still have 
your opinion heard by using one of the following methods.

PROVIDING FEEDBACK
We welcome feedback, which should be submitted by   
Monday 22 November 2010. Comments can be made by 
email to info@bendigo.vic.gov.au. 

Written comments should be forwarded to: 

Landscape and Open Space Planning Unit
City of Greater Bendigo
PO Box 733
Bendigo VIC 3552

Phone comments and queries can be made to the Land-
scape and Open Space Planning Unit, on 5434 6370, and 
please speak to Kevin Walsh or Aaron Lindsay.

while still preserving its important historical elements. Some of the things you might consider when making a submission to Council are:

What are some of the things you like about Lake Weeroona?

What are some of the things you don’t like about Lake Weeroona?

What do you do when you go to Lake Weeroona?

WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT LAKE WEEROONA?

THE PROCESS FOR MASTER PLAN 
DEVELOPMENT
The preparation of a Master Plan for 
Lake Weeroona will proceed through the        
following stages:

undertake broad community  
engagement to seek input on issues
design Draft Landscape Concept Plans  
for the site based on earlier feedback
consult on Draft Landscape  
Concept Plans

 

prepare drawings, costings  
and potential staging

As can be seen above there will be another 
opportunity for your input when the Draft 
Landscape Concept Plans are released for 
public comment.

STUDY AREA

Three large posters we put up at Lake Weeroona 
to advertise the opportunities for community input 
at the outset of the consultation process.

The Draft Master Plan was promoted through on 
site posters
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2.1 Lake Weeroona Precinct, 
Bendigo - Conservation 
Management Plan (Lee 
Andrews and Associates 
Heritage Consulting, 2008)

This document sets guidelines for the 

cultural heritage site. It includes a history 
of the site and its features, including some 
that are no longer present. It also provides a 
listing of elements by ranking of their cultural 

 

The Conservation Management Plan gives 
policies for the conservation of culturally 

management. It outlines a range of conservation 
actions that should be undertaken and sets a 
priority to each. It also discusses the principles 
of tree and plant maintenance, replacement, 
propagation and substitution. The CMP 
makes various recommendations regarding 
management of Lake Weeroona and instigation 
of a landscape maintenance plan and also 
outlines some suggested works. The report 
includes a Tree Survey and copies of historic 
photos, plans and documents. 
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Cover of Lake Weeroona Precinct, Bendigo - 
Conservation Management Plan (Lee Andrews 
and Associates Heritage Consulting, 2008).
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3.1 Pre-white settlement History

The Lake Weeroona area is part of Jaara 
Country, the traditional land of the people of 
the Dja Dja Wrung language. The Dja Dja Wrung 

closely related communities comprising the 

explorers passed through the area in the early 

before the goldrush with sheep runs. 

as Creekline Grassy Woodland. This is described 
as having a eucalypt overstorey with occasional 

to herbaceous ground layer. Canopy species 
Eucalyptus 

camaldulensis), Grey Box (Eucalyptus microcarpa) 
Eucalyptus melliodora). Shrubs 

would have included Golden Wattle (Acacia 
pycnantha Pimelea 
humilis) and Gorse Bitter-pea (Daviesia ulicifolia). 
Grasses and herbaceous plants would have 
included Shiny Everlasting (Xerochrysum 
viscosum), Common Tussock-grass (Poa labillardieri), 
Bristly Wallaby-grass (Austrodanthonia setacea), 
Tall Sedge (Carex appressa
( ). 

section of the site to the east of the rowing 
clubrooms that is old enough to pre-date white 
settlement. There are other local gums that are 

these are indigenous or early plantings. 

3.2 History of Lake Weeroona

The Bendigo Creek originally ran in a northerly 
direction through the western half of what is 
now Lake Weeroona. Like all land adjoining 
creeks in the Bendigo area, the site was dug 

Mining leases were established and a brick and 
tile works were in place in the 1860s and 1870s 
on the eastern edge of the site. 

In 1873 the Mayor of Sandhurst Council, Dugall 
McDougall, proposed part of the site be used 
for ‘an ornamental reserve and lake’. [Lee 
Andrews 2008: 20] In May 1874 this proposal 
was supported by Council’s Parks Committee, 
who requested the services of William Guilfoyle 
(curator of the Melbourne Botanic Gardens) 
to advise on the layout of the reserve. The land 

Lake Weeroona) was temporarily reserved for 
recreation purposes in April 1874. 

The Council were successful in acquiring the 
services of Guilfoyle, and in June of 1878 he 
forwarded plans for laying out the Nolan Street 

‘peg out’ the features of his plan. He again visited 
in September of the same year to survey the 
works. 

It is important to acknowledge that the Lake 
Weeroona precinct, including the lake, original 
path network and planting, was designed by 
William Guilfoyle, who was Director of the 
Melbourne Botanic Gardens from 1873 to 

the Melbourne Botanic Gardens to create the 
ornamental lake, meandering paths, shrub beds 
and sweeping lawns that we still enjoy today. 
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The large River Redgum (tree survey number 258) 
in the northern section of the site is considered old 
enough to pre-date white settlement. 
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He was also responsible for the design of a 
number of other important private and public 
gardens including Colac, Warrnambool, Horsham 
and Hamilton Botanic Gardens and gardens 
for properties such as ‘Dalvui’ and ‘Mooleric’. 
William Guilfoyle is considered by many to be 
the most important landscape designer in the 

The plan itself is quite simple and shows only 
the form of the lake and its attendant three 
islands. It is drawn to scale and also has a grid 
overlaid on it. This latter feature was probably 
to assist with laying out the shape of the lake 
on the ground, and could have been used by 
Guilfoyle when he came to Bendigo in June 1878 
to ‘peg out’ the lake. The lack of further detail 
such as paths, trees etc suggests that the existing 
plan was the concept plan for the site, with a 
subsequent plan (or plans) for details such as 
paths, plantings or other features. 

Lake Weeroona precinct originally featured 
many of the aspects that were hallmarks of 
Guilfoyle’s landscape style. Naturalistic lake 
complete with islands, wide paths that are gently 
serpentine; island garden beds set in lawn or at 
path intersections and impressive feature trees. 
Plantings and individual plants were (and are) 
also consistent with Guilfoyle’s favoured palette. 
These include New Zealand Flax (Phormium 
tenax), Pampas Grass (Cortaderia selloana), Bunya 
Bunya Pine (Araucaria bidwillii), Weeping Willow 
(Salix babylonica), Elms (Ulmus sp), Pines (Pinus 
sp.), Oaks (Quercus sp) and Canary Island Date 
Palm (Phoenix canariensis). 

Creation of Lake Weeroona and its surrounding 
paths, plantings and infrastructure continued 
over the next twelve months or so. This 
included a design for entrance gates by the well 

Parks Committee recommended ‘planting 
should be carried out as indicated on Guilfoyle’s 
plan’ [Lee Andrews 2008: 24]. A number of 
buildings and structures were also created 
during this period. These included boathouses, 
seating, fencing, a landing jetty and a curator’s 
residence. A curator was appointed late in the 
same year. 

 
an aboriginal word for ‘rest’. 

Over the following few decades smaller works 
continued and included the construction of 
toilets and various attempts to address issues 
of silting in the lake. The existing northern 

original plans for this are held in the Bendigo 

plan appears to have been used for the shelter 
shed constructed and still extant in the Bendigo 
Botanic Gardens. During this period Lake 
Weeroona and its surrounds was popular for  
a range of activities, including picnics and rowing 
regattas were regularly held.  

Plan showing area of Nolan Street Reserve reservation, including course of Bendigo Creek, mining leases 
and the location of the Sandhurst Steam Tile and Brick Company, March 9 1874, Note this is before land 
was excised for the railway line. (Crown land Reserve File 4314, Collection DSE– Historic Places) 

Photo of the full unrestored Guilfoyle plan as discovered (Bendigo Art Gallery Collection)
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from Sands and McDougall new 
Map of Bendigo and District   
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Park to its current site. The fence around the site 

was removed and the caretaker’s residence was 

the northern end of the lake and the railway 

camping for two weeks at Easter was allowed. 
According to the Government Gazette of 17 

reserve. However, it appears that some camping 

that Council made a decision to disallow camping  
at the site. [Lee Andrews 2008: 46]

were made to the Lake precinct. These included a 

was banned. New car parks were installed and 

rowing pavilions was demolished. 

The new rowing pavilion at the northern end of 
the Lake was constructed and completed by the 

a fountain to be installed in Lake Weeroona and 

operation due to foreign matter blocking 
nozzles, and rusting of parts was noticed  
within six months of installation. 

government for landscaping and other works 
around the new rowing pavilion as part of the 

shelters were given a complete refurbishment 

Melbourne to its current location at the 
southern end of the Lake. It was intended 

ceremonies. 

result major redevelopments were undertaken 
over the next three years. These included 
various works such as the construction of the 
adventure playground; timber boardwalk; boat 
jetty; and the ‘Lake Weeroona’ sign installed at 
corner of Napier and Nolan streets. 

In 2000 a new toilet block was built along 
Napier Street. In 2002 a proposal was put to 
run trams around the Lake edge. This received 

did not proceed. 

William Guilfoyle’s original plan for Lake Weeroona, undated but known to be from 1878.  
(Bendigo Art Gallery Collection)

Plans for the 1904 picnic shelter which still exists on site (BRAC collection) 
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Photo of the original Bendigo Rowing 
Club rooms at the south end of 
the lake in the late 1970s not long 
before demolition. (BRAC collection)

Photo of new rowing club building 
around the time of completion in 
1980 (BRAC collection)

View of Lake Weeroona from north-east corner
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The development of a Master Plan for Lake 
Weeroona must be seen in a broader context 
of the City of Greater Bendigo’s stated plans, 
strategies and policies. 

4.1 Greater Bendigo in 2036: 
The Greater Bendigo + 25 
Community Plan (2011) 

The development of a Master Plan for Lake 
Weeroona meets many of the commitments 
and actions of the Bendigo + 25 Community 
Plan. This document illustrates a shared vision 
of what Greater Bendigo should be like in 

Lake Weeroona Master Plan that meet the 
commitments include:

Priority: Liveability

Direction 2: Foster the useability of  
open spaces

and walking infrastructure; 2.2: Foster 
informal social activities in open spaces 
and 2.6: Develop recreational facilities 
that are in line with current usage trends

Priority: Sustainability

Direction 7: Be renowned for our 
sustainability practices

environmental assets

4.2 Council Plan 2009-2013

The Council Plan is a document which sets 
out the key actions to be pursued by council 
over the next four years to address community 
needs. 

The Lake Weeroona Master Plan will meet 
many commitments outlined in the Council 
Plan. Some of these are listed below.

Community Assets

of the community (strategic objective 2)

Develop and enhance public places, open 
spaces and active and passive recreation 
facilities to meet community needs 

Services for the Community

Work together to provide a diverse 
range of services that meet the needs  
of the community (strategic objective 3)

Plan for and provide a range of quality 
recreation and sporting facilities and 

Plan for and support the municipality’s 

Managing the Environment

Provide leadership in responding to 
the challenges facing the environment 
(strategic objective 4)

Be a leader in water management 
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- Interpreting open space settings for  
their natural, cultural and social values.

Objective 4: Using open space as a catalyst for 
social and economic development (2005: 20)

- Protecting open spaces that can be used for 

purposes

promote the recreational, heritage, cultural 
and environmental values of open space. 

- Promoting the use of open space for 
regional, state, national and international 
leisure, recreation, environment and other 
events. 

Objective 5: Application of sound management 
practices  (2005:21 & 22)

- Siting open spaces that are major users of 
water in such a way they can make use of 
on-site storage, stormwater run-off, waste 
water and recycled water. 

- Consulting with and encouraging individuals 
and community groups, and the regional 
indigenous community, to take an active role 
in open space decision making, especially 
when major changes to park management 
and use are contemplated. 

This report also recommends that a 
Management Plan be provided for Lake 

4.3 Open Space Strategy 2005 

The Open Space Strategy was developed to 
give council a clear strategic approach to open 
space planning and management. 

As stated in the executive summary ‘open 
space is one of the City of Greater Bendigo’s 

contribution to the quality of life enjoyed by 

out, amongst other things, a list of objectives for 
open space with appropriate strategies for each. 
Ones relevant to Lake Weeroona include:  

Objective 2: Protection of Open Space Values 
(2005:18)

- Protecting, rehabilitating, improving, 
reinforcing and promoting the natural and 
cultural values of open space. 

natural values and of heritage and cultural 

- Ensuring that the uses made of open space 
are appropriate and sustainable. 

- Providing education and awareness on 
environmental issues and values to the 
general community. 

Objective 3: Provision of quality environments and 
experiences (2005: 19)

- Providing a diversity of opportunities for 

outcomes.

- Managing, providing appropriate accessible 
facilities on, and programming the use of 
open space so that it encourages . . . social 
recreational, cultural and educational uses 
which contribute to a cohesive and creative 
community and to community health and 
wellbeing.

View to the southern picnic shelter from south-west corner of Lake Weeroona
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Plan Content Relevance to Lake Weeroona

Natural Environment 
Strategy: The Green Plan 2 
2007 - 2010

This strategy sets out ways to manage change to improve and maintain a 
healthy and functioning natural environment in a time of climate warming  
and decreased rainfall. 

Objective 1: maintain and enhance the biological  
diversity of the Municipality and the quality of its  
natural environment and resources (2007:6)

attributes in unirrigated passive reserves with a view to:

- Increasing habitat opportunities

- Enhancing biodiversity

- Improving water quality

- Improved weed management (p 30)

Community Access and 
Inclusion Plan 2006 - 2009

This plan demonstrates the CoGB’s continued commitment to the 
principles of universal access and social inclusion.

These principles will be applied during the master planning and detail design 
phases

Arts and Cultural Strategy 
2008-2011

Some cultural events already occur at Lake Weeroona. The Master Plan will 
address the impacts these have on the site.

Bendigo Sustainable Water 
Use Plan (June 2007)

This plan demonstrates the commitment of CoGB to sustainable water use. 

Bendigo Waterways: Scoping 
for future management 
(April 2008)

Sets strategic direction for the future management of the Bendigo Creek 
and its tributaries. runs through the western edge of the site.

Greater Bendigo Cycling and 
Walking Strategy November 
2006

additions.
On road and off road bicycle and walking paths pass directly by and through 
Lake Weeroona, which acts as an important destination and node. 

 
in all master plans. (p 44)

Health and Wellbeing 
Strategy (October 2008)

This guides decision making and provides advice to Council (and other 
Agencies) on the important health and wellbeing issues facing the community 
and reiterates commitments Council has made as a Child Friendly City.

Lake Weeroona will be a child friendly space.

Play Space Strategy  
2009 - 2014 recommendations and guidelines regarding play spaces in the municipality.

The existing play space at Lake Weeroona is designated a ‘regional’ play 
space and it is recommended that it be upgraded, but not extended beyond 

Table One: Other Council Strategies, Policies and Plans

4.4 Other Council Strategies, Policies and Plans

There are a number of other strategies, policies and plans of the 
City of Greater Bendigo that are relevant to the Master Plan for 
Lake Weeroona. A summary of relevant issues is included in the 
accompanying table. 
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5.1 Introduction

Lake Weeroona is situated approximately  
two kilometres north of the city centre and  
is positioned beside the Northern Highway.  

 
and it has become an important stopping off 
point for many travellers. 

5.2 Current Use

Lake Weeroona is used principally as a reserve 
for informal passive recreation. The most 
common undertaking is walking. The park is also 
used for picnics and barbecues, rest stops for 
travellers, gatherings of families and friends. 

Of course, the major exception to the above is 
the active recreation of rowing, canoeing and 
dragon boating. There is also jogging and other 

There are some larger organised events held 
at Lake Weeroona. Over the years these have 
varied, but include rowing regattas, car shows, 
Australia Day celebrations, family days and 
events linked to the Bendigo Easter Fair. 

5.3 Existing Vegetation and 
Landscape Features

Lake Weeroona is surrounded by a park of 
trees set in grass. There is very little in the way 
of garden beds or other landscape features. 
The trees are a mixture of both exotic and 
native and, while of a mixed age, the majority 
are mature and probably date from around the 

for Lake Weeroona has not been discovered. 

However, certain assumptions can be made 
based on what is known of Guilfoyle’s work and 
from information provided in the Conservation 
Management Plan. For example, there are a 
number of trees and other plants typical of 
Guilfoyle that remain on site. These includes Bunya 

Serpentine paths, often a feature of his work, are 
still found on site. A comparison of existing versus 
earlier paths (see Heritage Plan) shows that some 
paths still occur in the original location while 
others are in keeping with the original design 
intent. 

The most common genera of trees still on site 
are Ulmus (Elms) and Eucalyptus (Gums). Both 
are used throughout the site and occur as either 
individual trees or in clusters. There is also 
an arc of Elms planted in a semi-circle on the 

noteworthy planting is a row of four Hybrid Flame 
Trees (Brachychiton x roseus subsp. roseus nos. 404 
to 408) at the south-east corner of the site which 
may have lined the edge of the entry path there. 

Another feature of the tree planting and one that 
is almost certainly a Guilfoyle initiative was the use 
of Willows along the lake edge. Most prominent 
of these is the Weeping Willow (Salix babylonica) 
which was used so that its arching branches and 
weeping foliage softened and romanticised the 
lake edge. Golden Willow (Salix alba subsp. vitellina) 
was also used. Both of these species can still  
be found along the lake edge, particularly on 
the west side, although most are in need of 
replacement. While there is some concern over 
the weediness of Willows, particularly in relation 
to water bodies, it should be noted that the 
Weeping Willow is not a restricted weed in 
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Walking around the lake is the most common 
recreation activity
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A number of iconic trees are still present 
around the site. These include the Bunya Bunya 
Pine (Araucaria bidwillii), which stands out against 
the skyline in several places. There is also a 
number of conifers, including Canary Island Pine 
(Pinus canariensis) and Monterey Pine (P. radiata), 
which are also placed as features. For a more 
thorough discussion of the trees see the Lake 
Weeroona Conservation Management Plan. 

As part of the Conservation Management Plan 
of the Lake Weeroona precinct in 2008 a tree 

trees as being worthy of nomination for the 

The trees are Purple-leafed Dutch Elm (Ulmus x 
hollandica
2008 tree survey), Aleppo Pine (Pinus halepensis 
#281) and Port Jackson Fig (Ficus rubiginosa #341).  

John Hawker, horticulturist with Heritage 

Ironbark ( ) in the area south 
of the playground. [Email from John Hawker 17 
May 2006] He states that he knows of no other 

102) as subsp  with the 
numbers 364, 366, 371 and 382. 

These trees should also be nominated for the 

While this does not offer any protection in 

the tree which should assist in their protection, 

tree protections. 

There are also a number of other trees worthy 

(Eucalyptus camaldulensis
pre-dates white settlement of the area; and a 
Creswick Apple Box (Eucalyptus aromaphloia 
subsp. aromaphloia #186) which does not 
naturally occur in the area and so must be a 
deliberate planting. 

(Eucalyptus tricarpa) are also found. One on the 
northern island (#162) and on the western side 

a particularly large and good tree. There is also 

277) near the current dragon boat shed that 

summer.

This River Redgum probably pre-dates 
white settlement

The Creswick Apple Box is very 
uncommon in Bendigo

This Aleppo Pine should be nominated 
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SIGNIFICANT 
VEGETATION 
PLAN study area

existing lake 
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SIGNIFICANT TREES

281 Aleppo Pine
 Pinus halepensis

341 Port Jackson Fig
 Ficus rubiginosa

364 Broad-leaved Red Ironbark
 Eucalyptus fibrosa subsp. fibrosa

366 Broad-leaved Red Ironbark
 Eucalyptus fibrosa subsp. fibrosa

371 Broad-leaved Red Ironbark
 Eucalyptus fibrosa subsp. fibrosa

382  Broad-leaved Red Ironbark
  Eucalyptus fibrosa subsp. fibrosa

The following is a list of trees suggested to be 
nominated on the National Trust’s Register of 
Significant Trees  

58 Purple-leaved Dutch Elm 
 Ulmus x hollandica ‘Purpurescens’

186 Creswick Apple / Scent Bark
 Eucalyptus aromophloia subsp. aromophloia

258 River Redgum
 Eucalyptus camaldulensis

139 Red Ironbark
 Eucalyptus tricarpa (Wellsford Forest form)

162 Red Ironbark
 Eucalyptus tricarpa (Wellsford Forest form)

262 Red Ironbark 
 Eucalyptus tricarpa (Whipstick form)

264 Red Ironbark
 Eucalyptus tricarpa (Whipstick form)

269 Red Ironbark
 Eucalyptus tricarpa (Whipstick form)

275 Red Ironbark
 Eucalyptus tricarpa (Whipstick form)

277 Red Ironbark
 Eucalyptus tricarpa (Whipstick form)
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5.4 Lake Edge and Shape 

Lake Weeroona is a broad expanse of water that 
covers approximately 7.3 hectares. For the most 
part the lake edge is gently serpentine, with one 
prominent and deliberate ‘bay’ at the south-east 
corner as per Guilfoyle’s plan. The current lake 
edge is very similar to the design provided 
by Guilfoyle, with one notable change in the 
north-west corner, which was redesigned so as 
not to take in parts of the private land (shown 
in red on Guilfoyle’s plan). 

Lake Weeroona features two islands and a 
promontory that was once an island. These 
three islands are part of Guilfoyle’s original 
design. Islands also feature in his redesign of the 

Melbourne. The islands, which are unnamed, 
can be referred to as the north, south and east 
islands due to their locations. 

The east island was turned into a promontory in 

recommendation of the CMP to restore the 
promontory to an island. [Lee Andrews 2008: 
14] The north and south islands are covered 
in thick vegetation. This appears to be mostly 

Arundo donax), but there are 
also some trees, a palm on the south island and 
some Pampas Grass (Cortaderia selloana). Giant 

the original Guilfoyle plantings. It is a Priority 
Three recommendation of the CMP to ‘audit the 
vegetation on the islands and use as a basis for 
a re-vegetation plan based on original Guilfoyle 
planting scheme’ [Lee Andrews 2008: 14]. 

This vegetation and any other plantings around 
Lake Weeroona should also be put through the 

similar to that adopted for the Bendigo Botanic 
Gardens, White Hills to determine species weed 
potential before any replanting occurs. 

5.5 Landscape and Tree Issues

Many of the trees presently growing on site 

can be attributed to a number of factors, but 
the changing climate with reduced rainfall and 
increased heat (leading in turn to increased 
evaporation) is likely to be the principal cause.

The new climate has also caused a lowering 
of the water level in the Lake itself, which will 
also have affected the moisture levels in the 
surrounding soils. Bunya Bunya Pines (Araucaria 
bidwillii) and Monterey Pine (Pinus radiata) seem 
to have been particularly badly affected, but 

The Guilfoyle plan of 1878  
(Bendigo Art Gallery collection)

1902 Plan of Lake Weeroona from Sands and 
Macdougall New Map of Bendigo and District 
(From Bendigo Library)

1934 aerial photo (CoGB collection)

2008 aerial photo (CoGB collection)

The north island is covered in Giant Reed
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Compaction caused by vehicles and even 
pedestrian use will also have an adverse affect. 
In particular, the number of public events 
contributes to this compaction. The creation 
of car parks over the root zones of trees has 
also lead to issues of compaction for particular 
specimens. A history of ‘lopping’ trees in the 
past means that many are now suffering from 
internal decay and from poor branch structure. 

Another issue is the age of the current trees. 
While there are quite a few younger trees, 
many of the original trees are reaching the end 
of their useful life. In particular, the Weeping 
Willows (Salix babylonica), which are a feature 
along the lake edge, are starting to fall apart 
due to age. Again, this particular species was a 
feature of the original design and this is clearly 
evidenced in the early photos and postcards of 
the site. 

In addition, the Elm trees have been seriously 
attacked by Elm Leaf Beetle over a number of 
years. This reduces the leaf surface available for 

mentioned affects from compaction and climate 

this genus. Elms are probably the most common 
plant at Lake Weeroona and certainly the most 
common deciduous tree on site. As a group 
that is strongly represented over the entire  
site and in particular landscape uses, the loss  
of these trees will have a profound affect on the 
look and feel of the Lake Weeroona landscape.  

Much of the grass around Lake Weeroona also 
suffered due to the prolonged dry. In some 
places it has died out altogether and has not 
re-established. Most of the area is now irrigated 
with recycled water, and in these places the 
grass is doing much better. The wetter than 
usual summer of 2010-2011 has also helped. 

The other issue with the grass is that of wear 
and tear. In areas where there is a lot of foot 

areas it may be possible, with irrigation and the 
right grass selection, to re-establish grass cover, 
but in high use areas an alternative ground 
treatment will have to be considered. 

5.6 Facilities and Buildings

Lake Weeroona is serviced by a range of 
buildings, facilities and infrastructure. These 

 
to a modern toilet block. 

Restaurant

The largest building on site is the Boardwalk 

a temporary structure as part of the Melbourne 
International Festival. It was moved to Bendigo 

open sided Tea House. It was not until the late 

with a complete kitchen. 

The structure is based on ‘bush poles’ which 
may have been former electricity poles. These 
are regularly assessed for structural integrity. 
Some are showing signs of insect damage and 

the overall structure) will need to be replaced 
at some time, probably in the not too distant 
future. 

As the building was not originally designed as 
a restaurant there is an opportunity to design 

could also provide publicly accessible toilets to 
replace the ones on the western side that need 
replacing. 

Many of the trees around Lake Weeroona 

The Boardwalk Restaurant building 
started its life as a temporary structure
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Rowing Pavilion

situated in the north-west corner of the site. 
This building was constructed and opened 

Bendigo Canoe Club and the Bendigo Camera 
Club. Nearby is a shed and wire enclosure used 
to house equipment and a dragon boat and 
acts as the clubroom for the dragon boat club. 

at the lake edge for the launching of water craft.

The current rowing pavilion building is not of 

not have adequate space to accommodate the 
additional users that need to be housed there 
such as the Dragon Boat Club. 

There are no publicly accessible toilets, which 
are required in that vicinity. 

The building itself is in need of considerable 
expenditure just to maintain it. The existing 
facilities do not meet contemporary 
expectations, especially in regards to such things 
as accessibility for all, sustainability and suitability 
for use as a community based multi-use facility. 

Historic Shelters

There are two historic pavilions providing 
shade and shelter. The northern pavilion was 

with two long tables with a bench seat beside. 

a barbecue and two sets of tables and bench 
seats. The original arrangement of the tables 
and seating can still be seen at the similar 
pavilion constructed at the Bendigo Botanic 
Gardens, White Hills. 

The second (southern) pavilion was relocated 

has a central barbecue and on either side are a 
table with bench seats. 

and demand effective management and 
maintenance to ensure their longevity. 

Boardwalk and Bridge

There is a long boardwalk in the south-east 
section of the lake. This was not an original 

 
The small timber bridge in the south-west 

part of the Bendigo linear trail.  The narrowness 
of the bridge means that this is a ‘pinch point’ 
where pedestrians and cyclists can bottleneck.

Postcard of the 1904 (northern) pavilion looking south-west.  
Note the path running both sides of the structure. (CoGB Collection) 

The southern shelter was relocated to 
Lake Weeroona in 1931
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Playground

A large and elaborate regional standard 
playground is one of the main attractions of 
Lake Weeroona and is situated between the 
lake’s eastern edge and Napier Street, not 
far from the main toilets. Designed by the 
noted play space designer Mary Jeavons, it was 

Industry Skills Centre. 

This is a heavily used feature and this has 
contributed to the decline of the surfaces in 
the vicinity of it. Pressure on this important 
facility and the grounds surrounding it can 
be relieved by constructing new regional 
play spaces elsewhere in Bendigo as per the 
recommendations of the Play Space Strategy. 
Sites suggested include Eaglehawk and the 
proposed Children’s garden at the Bendigo 
Botanic Gardens, White Hills. 

Toilets

There are two public toilet blocks on site.  
On Napier Street are relatively new toilets 
built around 2000. These toilets are extremely 
well used and this has led to failure of the grass 
to grow in their vicinity. The location of these 
toilets right beside the highway means there  
is a considerable passive surveillance. 

A second set of toilets is located on the 
western side. While somewhat older, these  
are serviceable. 

However, there is very little passive surveillance 
in the area and there is a general perception 
amongst the community that these are not safe 
and that anti-social behaviour takes place there.  

Other Facilities and Amenities

Lake Weeroona has a number of bench seats, 
table sets, drinking fountains and rubbish bins 
across the site. These need to be upgraded and 
made accesible for all abilities. At the corner 
of Nolan and Napier Streets is a series of six 

spells out ‘Lake Weeroona’. This arrangement 
is very recent, having only been put in place 

infrastructure associated with the recycled 
water to the site should also be noted. 

The regional standard playground is 
one of the main attractions of Lake 
Weeroona and is situated between 
the lake’s eastern edge and Napier 
Street, not far from the main toilets.

The Banner poles are located at the 
corner of Nolan and Napier Streets
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5.7 Land Ownership, Zoning & 
Current Planning Conditions

The vast majority of the land of the Lake 
Weeroona precinct is crown land vested in the 
Council, with the City of Greater Bendigo as 
the Committee of Management. A small parcel 
of land in the north-west corner of the site is 
not crown land but is land owned by the City  
of Greater Bendigo. 

The lake precinct is zoned Public Park and 

gas works (owned by the City of Greater 
 

as is the Bendigo Creek and the railway land.  

highway. 

The Lake Weeroona precinct is covered by 
Heritage Overlays (HO213 & HO7) as is 

Creek is also covered by an Environmental 

allocated for the Lake and for the Bendigo 
Creek and a large part of the gasworks site.  

Currently Lake Weeroona is not on the 

1 recommendation of the Lake Weeroona 
Precinct Conservation Management Plant that 
the precinct be nominated for inclusion on 

200:13]

5.8 Urban Context

beside a major highway. Directly opposite it on 
the highway are a number of hotels and some 
small businesses, along with some residential 
properties. Along Nolan Street there are some 
small businesses and Bendigo’s main public 
tennis courts. The northern and western 
boundaries are the railway and the Bendigo 
Creek respectively. To the west of the creek 
is the former Bendigo Gasworks site. This is 
owned by the City of Greater Bendigo and it is 
proposed that this site be redeveloped. Beyond 
this ‘street frontage’ Lake Weeroona is set in 
what is largely a residential area. 

Diagram showing the planning zones and 
road categories of the Lake Weeroona area.

Residential Zone 1

Public Use Zone 7

Public Park & Recreation Zone

Industrial Zone 1

Road Zone Category 2

Road Zone Category 1

Business Zone 1

Public Use Zone 4

5.9 Open Space Context

Lake Weeroona is the middle of three major 
public open spaces linked by the Bendigo 

one kilometre to the south west and the 

kilometre to the north. Directly to the south of 
Lake Weeroona in Nolan Street is the Bendigo 
tennis complex, while directly north over the 
railway line is the Weeroona oval. The Murphy 
Street Bushland Area is about one kilometre to 
the south-east. The Bendigo East pool is about 

park almost a kilometre to the direct south. 
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5.10 Climate, Soil, Water  
and Topography  

Climate

Bendigo has a climate that can be described as 
Mediterranean, with cool wet winters and hot 
dry summers. It can receive extreme heat days 
reaching into the 40s at the height of summer. 
Frosts are experienced in autumn, winter 

received well below average rainfall for the past 
decade or so, although 2010 was a particularly 
wet year. Climate change predictions conclude 
that Bendigo will become hotter, with less 
rainfall than it traditionally received and much 
of the rain coming in heavy downpours that will 
tend to run off the surface rather than soak in. 

Soil

It is likely that soil over the Lake Weeroona 
precinct is much altered from its original form. 
It is known that there was some mining on the 
site and that brick makers were present in the 

by scooping out soil and it is unknown whether 
this soil was removed from site, or spread 
over the land surrounding the Lake. Other 

occurred during the creation and maintenance 
of the landscape we see today.

Soil samples taken and tested in 2008 at  
various sites around Lake Weeroona for general 
horticultural assessment indicate that the soil 
pH is close to neutral (6.7 near the boardwalk 
and 6.4 near the rowing clubrooms). A number 
of trace elements (zinc, boron, manganese and 
iron) are on the high side, but salt levels are 
acceptable. 

Water

The site is serviced by both potable and  
Class A recycled water, which is used to irrigate 
trees and lawn areas. In recent times the water 

is currently topped up with Class A+ recycled 
water. Stormwater feeds into Lake Weeroona 
from surrounding streets. Water levels are 
maintained within the Lake so that it does not 

Topography

from Napier Street to Bendigo Creek on the 
west. On the east there is a drop of about three 
metres from Napier Street down to the water 
line, over a distance of around 100 metres.  

Diagram showing the relationship between 
Bendigo’s three open space ‘pearls’
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White Hills

Lake Weeroona
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O’Keefe Rail Trail

Eaglehawk Kerang Railway
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5.11 Circulation

Access

Lake Weeroona is about two kilometres from 
the centre of Bendigo. Public transport access 

stop in Napier Street not far north of Nolan 

Weeroona Avenue. There is also a tram stop in 
Nolan Street. 

Cyclists

Off road bicycle and pedestrian access is available 
along the Bendigo Creek Linear Trail as well as 
on local roads. Cyclists do use the existing paths 
around the lake as well.  The narrowness of the 
paths and the volume of users at Lake Weeroona 
means that occasionally cyclists and pedestrians 
compete for the same path space, particularly on 
the western side.

Pedestrians

Walking is probably the most common activity 
at Lake Weeroona. Pedestrians of all ages and 
abilities use the area and include people with 
mobility aids, prams and pushers and pets. 

The precinct is unfenced, so pedestrians can 
access it at any point, although the western 
boundary of the channelised creek would be 

where car parks are located, as well as near the 

Lake Weeroona has always been serviced with a 
network of paths. Originally some of these would 
have been quite wide as they would have been 
intended to take horse drawn carriages. The 

gravel. It is not known when the current asphalt 
paths were installed. 

Pedestrians move through the site mainly over 
the existing asphalted path network. It should 
be noted, however, that in the south-east 
corner of the site pedestrians often take a 
‘short cut’ across the lawn. It is also observed 
that the existing paths are not wide enough 
for the volume of users, with pedestrians often 
having to walk onto the bordering grass to pass 
one another.  In several places it is possible to 
see ‘goat tracks’ that have been worn down by 
pedestrians trying to get to particular spots or 
make a short cut. The most obvious of these 
is the desire to get to and walk along the lake 
edge directly in front of the southern pavilion.

Vehicles

There are four car parks within the Lake 
Weeroona precinct. Along Napier Street there 
is the smaller southern one and a larger one to 

car park exists in the north-west corner of the 
site to service the rowing clubrooms. A smaller 
car park is positioned in the south-west corner 
of the site on what was the site of the curator’s 
residence. Street parking is also available along 
Nolan and Napier streets. It is generally felt that 

The unfenced nature of the site also leaves  
Lake Weeroona accessible to uncontrolled 
vehicle access. Whilst this does not often 
happen outside planned events, it is still a 
concern, particularly in relation to public  
safety and compaction of tree root zones.  
(see photograph at left)

5.12 Landscape Interfaces

All of the major landscape interfaces of Lake 
Weeroona need thorough assessment and 
treatment. The railway line is unfenced and this 
raises particular issues. It is also particularly 
unattractive and can do with amelioration 
through planting and the like. A similar situation 
exists with the channelised Bendigo Creek. 

Both Nolan and Napier Streets do have street 

stressed and need assessment for their useful 
life expectancy. 

It should also be noted that in both cases they 
are actually growing outside the Lake Weeroona 
reservation. In the case of Napier Street this is 

authority. 

5.12 Itinerant Traders

Lake Weeroona has had a number of regular 
itinerant traders for many years. Currently 
there are three food vendors: doughnut, hot 
dog and coffee. 

The doughnut vendor operates out of a custom 

present on weekends and public holidays and 
also when events are on at the lake. The hot 
dog vendor operates out of a caravan parked 
in the car park near the public toilets. He is 
often on site weekdays, as well as weekends 
and public holidays. The coffee man has an 
orange portable marquee that he sets up on a 
concrete slab west of the public toilets every 
time he wants to operate. This involves him 
driving onto and off the site every time he 
sets up and again when he packs up. This has 
resulted in additional wear and tear to the 
site. He operates most days. All three itinerant 
traders tend not to operate if the weather is 
particularly inclement. 
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6.1 First Stage of Community 
Engagement 

carried out in 2010. This included one on one 
meetings with stakeholders, three Listening 
Posts at the Lake itself, and a mail out of 1000 

within the lake area. Notices were put up at the 
lake to advise of the Listening Posts and other 
contact details, public notices were put in the 
papers and promotion was carried out on local 
radio. 

The community engagement at this stage was 
open ended and was not directed to particular 
issues. The intention was to discover from users 
what they liked and disliked, what they thought 
worked or didn’t work, what they would like to 
see, etc. The consultation was most successful 
with 140 submissions made. 

6.2 Summary of Key Issues 
Raised During First Round of 
Community Engagement (in 
order of frequency of comment) 

- Make no major changes as the area is  
great as it is

- Support for itinerant traders

 
for more pedestrians and to reduce 

- Additional seating, barbecues, etc

- Improve lighting

- Improve the area around the eastern toilets, 
playground, itinerant traders and southern 
shelter where there is no grass due to wear 
and tear, etc. 

- Increase tree planting and replacement  
and greater care for existing trees

- Create shade over playground, especially 
swings area

- More shade structures

- No tram around the lake

- Investigate installing exercise equipment 
around lake

In addition, two key issues arose from discussions 
with the stakeholders directly affected and 
discussions with internal CoGB units.

 

A number of other issues were raised that 
related to maintenance and management rather 
than master planning and these have been 
passed on to the relevant Council departments.

6.3  Second Stage of Community 
Engagement

The second stage of community engagement 
was undertaken to gain feedback on the 
Draft Master Plan. This stage of community 
engagement included promotion through local 
radio, news paper and on site display boards. 
The mail out of an information bulletin to 
approximately 1000 residents and ratepayers 
within the lake area. The distribution of copies 
of the Master Plan to key stakeholders and the 
display of the Draft Master Plan on site at the 

Bendigo Library, Civic Centre and website. In 
addition two Listening Posts were conducted 
on site allow the community to view and 
discuss the plan. 

A total of 30 submissions were received during 
consultation which were largely positive of the 
Draft Master Plan and its recommendations.  
Community support in order of prevalence 
included: 

- General support for the plan

- Support for the proposed bike path on the 
western side of the lake

- Support for a new or renovated water craft 
pavilion

- Support for additional tree planting

- Support for suggested arrangements of 
itinerant traders

- Support for a pedestrian crossing at 
Weeroona Avenue

This information helped inform the priority 
order of the Master Plan recommendations. 
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In devising a Master Plan for Lake Weeroona 
it is important to understand the issues that 
occur on site. Many of these issues were raised 
by the community during the public engagement 
process (see previous chapter).

A number of opportunities for improvement 
at the site were raised during the community 
engagement process. In some instances the 
opportunities present themselves in direct 
response as a way of tackling the issues raised. 

The following pages outline the key issues and 
opportunities for the Lake Weeroona area. 
The site has been divided into four precincts, 
as outlined on the illustration. These are: 
the Eastern, which includes the most heavily 
used area of the site including the two picnic 
shelters, playground, toilets and car parks; the 
Southern which is the area along Nolan Street 

which is the area adjacent Bendigo Creek and 
the most heavily treed area and includes a 
public toilet block; and the Northern which has 

car park. 

Whole of Site Issues and Opportunities

- Park furniture needs to be upgraded and 
quantity and location needs to be assessed. 

- Tree loss and decline has seen a large number 
of trees removed from the site  
and changed the character and amenity.  
New plantings should be carried out as  
soon as is practical. 

- Width of existing paths needs to be assessed 
and widened where appropriate.

design elements needs to be consistent across 
the site. 

- Interpret the site’s history, improve wayfinding 
and promote the site’s various gateways 
through the development of a signage strategy.
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The history of Lake Weeroona is 
not told anywhere on site. There is a 
possibility to reinstate the design of 
the original entry at the Nolan and 
Napier Street entry to interpret and 
reinforce the history of the site. 
This large open area has been used 
for many years for festivals, functions 
and events and allows views through 
to the lake. This open area should be 
retained for this purpose. 

originally built as a tea house before 
being transformed into a restaurant. 
The opportunity exists to build a 
more appropriate building to cater 
for current and future uses that 
incorporates externally accessible 
public toilets. 
The issue of commuter cyclists 
using the same path as pedestrians 
walking around the lake was an issue 
raised in community engagement. 
The opportunity exists to create 
a dedicated cycle path for those 
using the Bendigo Linear Creek 
Trail and separate these users from 
pedestrians using the Lake’s circuit 

of boardwalk.
The current wedge shape of the 

car park can be realigned to allow  
for separation of cyclists and 
pedestrians with no appreciable loss 
of spaces. This also means pedestrians 
and commuter cyclist do not have to 
share the timber bridge. 
Over time the island has become 
overgrown and also includes some 
weed species. It should be cleaned  
up and revegetated. 
A new ‘active’ path for joggers and 
cyclists can be located away from the 
lakeside path which is a ‘passive’ path 
for walkers. 
 

The western toilets have no passive 
surveillance and there is a perception 
that they are unsafe and that anti-
social behaviour occurs there. It may 
be possible to lock them at night and 
to eventually replace them altogether 
once alternative toilets are in place. 
The opportunity exists to create a 
new path for active users such as 

on the Bendigo Linear Creek Trail 
from users of the lake circuit path. 
The short sections of path that link 
the lake circuit path to the proposed 
new cycle path should be removed 
to reduce the risk that cyclists will 
rejoin the circuit path. 
Weeping tree species were once a 
conspicuous feature along the edge 
of Lake Weeroona, particularly on 
the western side. There is a chance 
to reintroduce this with appropriate 
weeping trees to restore the earlier 
look and feel of the lake edge. 
Council manages the area of the 
former gasworks. At some stage this 
may be cleaned up and redeveloped.  
An allowance should be made for a 
possible future pedestrian link to the 
site. 
To separate pedestrians on the 
lake circuit walk from a commuter 
cyclists a new cycle path could be 
constructed. This should join the 
existing path at a point past the 
circuit path to reduce the possibility 

This island has become overgrown. It 
should be cleaned up and revegetated. 
To separate pedestrians on the 
lake circuit walk from a commuter 
cyclists a new cycle path could be 
constructed. This should join the 
existing path at a point past the 
circuit path to reduce the possibility 

There is no designated crossing point 
of Weeroona Avenue. Investigate the 
possibility of installing a pedestrian 
activated crossing at Weeroona 
Avenue. 

There are no barbecue or picnic 
facilities in northern area of Lake 
Weeroona. An opportunity exists 
to install additional barbecue and 
picnic facilities outside of the eastern 
intensive use area that would still be 
good proximity to a car park. 

The area beside the building is not 
large enough for manoeuvring of 
water craft and could be better 
designed. A concourse could be 
positioned beside the building to 
allow for movement of boats and 
to act as an additional hardstand for 
functions and events. 
The current rowing club building is 

predicted needs of the various user 
groups and is considered aesthetically 
unpleasing. The possibility exists to 
consider developing a facility that 
better meets current and future 
needs. 

The current car park design is 

redesigned in conjunction with 
the adjacent building to maximise 
parking and improve watercraft 
movement. This would allow for 
the reinstatement of parkland and 
the opportunity to create a new 
barbecue and picnic facility.   
Investigate the possibility of fencing 
off the train line for public safety. 

The northern car park is highly 
visible from within the lake area. 
There is an opportunity to improve 
its appearance and provide some 

the footpath so it is not right along 
car park will improve the experience 
of users of the lake circuit walk.

There is no formal path from the car 
park to the picnic shelter.  A proper 
link path could be created. 

There are is an opportunity to 
reinstate the original loop path 

interpret the history of this area.  
The area between the playground 
and the picnic shelter is underutilised. 
This area where the paths converge 
could be improved with seating and 
other facilities. 
The creation of the promontory 
joining the island has prevented 

It would be possible to remove the 

to clean up and revegetate the island. 
This would also increase the heritage 
value of the site.
Wear and tear along the water edge 
shows there is a desire to get to 
the lake edge. There is evidence that 
there was a path in this location 
early in Lake Weeroona’s history. It is 
possible to reinstate the original path 
that ran along the lake edge in this 
area providing access to the water’s 
edge and an alternative walking track. 
A large part of the southern end of 
the playspace is unshaded. It could be 
possible to provide shade with trees 
or structures, particularly over the 
southern (swings) end of the play-
ground. There is also an opportunity 
to improve the interface with the 
area south of the playground.
The area west of the toilets shows 
considerable wear. The amount of 

to establish and maintain grass. The 
opportunity exists to redesign the 
intensive use area to increase the 
amenity and accessibility of the area 
while providing improved appearance 
and practical solutions to location 
and movement of the itinerant 
traders. 

The current shade structures are 
generally in full use and it would be 
opportune to provide alternative 
shade. There is the chance to place 
some in the vicinity of the intensively 
used area. 
The position of the itinerant coffee 
trader exacerbates the wear and tear 
west of the toilets. The opportunity 
exists to relocate him to a dedicated 
area with a hard surface and possibly 
shelter. 

is blocked by vehicles and view 
through it to the lake is blocked by a 
barbecue. There is a chance to create 
a great view through to the lake and 
at the same time allocate dedicated 
spaces for the itinerant traders. 
It is possible to extend this car 
park in a southerly direction if car 
parks are lost at the northern end 
to facilitate itinerant traders and 
improvements around the heritage 
picnic shelter. There is also the 

by having vehicles enter the car park 
at the southern end and exit at the 
northern end. 
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The history of Lake Weeroona is not told anywhere on 
site. There is a possibility to reinstate the design of the 
original entry at the Nolan and Napier Streets to interpret 
and reinforce the history of the site. 

This large open area has been used for many years for 
festivals, functions and events and allows views through 
to the lake. This open area should be retained for this 
purpose. 

house before being transformed into a restaurant. The 
opportunity exists to build a more appropriate building 
to cater for current and future uses that incorporates 
externally accessible public toilets. 

The issue of commuter cyclists using the same path as 
pedestrians walking around the lake was an issue raised  
in community engagement. The opportunity exists to 
create a dedicated cycle path for those using the  
Bendigo Linear Creek Trail and separate these users  

bridge to match style of boardwalk.

The current wedge shape of the southern car park is 

separation of cyclists and pedestrians with no appreciable 
loss of spaces. This also means pedestrians and commuter 
cyclist do not have to share the timber bridge. 

Over time the island has become overgrown and also 
includes some weed species. It should be cleaned up and 
revegetated. 

A new ‘active’ path for joggers and cyclists can be located 
away from the lakeside path which is a ‘passive’ path for 
walkers.  
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Precinct feature?Precinct feature?

The original entry featured a triangular garden bed at the junction of the paths

Southern Precinct Opportunities

precinct where cars enter the car park and pedestrians and cyclists enter via the Bendigo Linear Creek Trail or from local streets. 
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The western toilets have no passive surveillance and there 
is a perception that they are unsafe and that anti-social 
behaviour occurs there. It may be possible to lock them 
at night and to eventually replace them altogether once 
alternative toilets are in place. 

The opportunity exists to create a new path for active 

Bendigo Linear Creek Trail from users of the lake circuit 
path. The short sections of path that link the lake circuit 
path to the proposed new cycle path should be removed 
to reduce the risk that cyclists will rejoin the circuit path. 

Weeping tree species were once a conspicuous feature 
along the edge of Lake Weeroona, particularly on the 
western side. There is a chance to reintroduce this with 
appropriate weeping trees to restore the earlier look and 
feel of the Lake edge. 

Council manages a large area of land west of the creek, 
including the former gasworks. At some stage this may be 
cleaned up and redeveloped. An allowance should be made 
for a possible future pedestrian link to the site. 

To separate pedestrians on the lake circuit walk from a 
commuter cyclists a new path could be constructed. This 
should join the existing path at a point past the circuit path 

This island has become overgrown. It should be cleaned up 
and revegetated. 
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Postcard of Lake Weeroona circa 1910 clearly showing Weeping Willows along the 
lake edge (CoGB Collection)

Western Precinct Opportunities

The western side of Lake Weeroona remains largely undeveloped. Tree cover is best here, although replacement still needs to be 
implemented, particularly on the lake edge. 
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To separate pedestrians on the lake circuit walk from a 
commuter cyclists a new cycle path could be constructed. 
This should join the existing path at a point past the circuit 

There is no designated crossing point of Weeroona 
Avenue. Investigate the possibility of installing a pedestrian 
activated crossing at Weeroona Avenue. 

There are no barbecue or picnic facilities in the northern 
area of Lake Weeroona. An opportunity exists to install 
additional barbecue and picnic facilities outside the eastern 
intensive use area and that would still be in good proximity 
to a car park. 

The area beside the building is not large enough for 
manoeuvring of water craft and could be better designed. 
A concourse could be positioned beside the building to 
allow for movement of boats and to act as an additional 
hardstand for functions and events. 

the current and predicted needs of the various user 
groups and is considered aesthetically unpleasing. The 
possibility exists to consider developing a facility that 
better meets current and future needs. 

could be redesigned in conjunction with the adjacent 
building to maximise parking and improve watercraft 
movement. This would allow for the reinstatement of 
parkland and the opportunity to create a new barbecue 
and picnic facility.  

Investigate the possibility of fencing off the train line for 
public safety. The Dragon boat Club is currently housed in this shed and needs better facilities
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Northern Precinct Opportunities

The northern end of the lake precinct is the base for the water craft sports of rowing, canoeing and dragon boating.  
While this will continue to be the focus of this area there is an opportunity to broaden community use of the building and spaces nearby. 
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The area near the playground, toilets and coffee vendor suffers considerable wear and tear, 
and should be redesigned

The northern car park is highly visible from within the lake 
area. There is an opportunity to improve its appearance 

footpath so it is not right along car park will improve the 
experience of users of the lake circuit walk. 

There is no formal path from the car park to the picnic 
shelter. A proper link path could be created. 

There is an opportunity to reinstate the original loop path 

this area.  

The area between the playground and the picnic shelter  
is underutilised. This area where the paths converge could 
be improved with seating and other facilities. 

The creation of the promontory joining the island has 

and to clean up and revegetate the island. This would also 
increase the heritage value of the site.

Wear and tear along the water edge shows there is a 
desire to get to the lake edge. There is evidence that 
there was a path in this location early in Lake Weeroona’s 
history. It is possible to reinstate the original path that  
ran along the lake edge in this area providing access to  
the water’s edge and an alternative walking track. 

A large part of the southern end of the playspace is 
unshaded. It could be possible to provide shade with trees 
or structures, particularly over the southern (swings) end 
of the playground. There is also an opportunity to improve 
the interface with the area south of the playground.

The area west of the toilets shows considerable wear. The 

and maintain grass. The opportunity exists to redesign 
the intensive use area to increase the amenity and acces-
sibility of the area while providing improved appearance 
and practical solutions to location and movement of the 
itinerant traders. 

The current shade structures are generally in full use and it 
would be opportune to provide alternative shade. There is 
the chance to place some in the vicinity of the intensively 
used area. 

The position of the itinerant coffee trader exacerbates the 
wear and tear west of the toilets. The opportunity exists 
to relocate him to a dedicated area with a hard surface 
and possibly shelter. 

view through it to the lake is blocked by a barbecue. There 
is a chance to create a great view through to the lake and 
at the same time allocate dedicated spaces for the itiner-
ant traders. 

It is possible to extend this car park in a southerly direc-
tion if car parks are lost at the northern end to facilitate 
itinerant traders and improvements around the heritage 
picnic shelter. There is also the chance to create a better 

southern end and exit at the northern end. 
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Eastern Precinct Opportunities

The eastern side of Lake Weeroona is where the bulk of activities occur. This is where the playground and toilets are located along with the most 
often used car parks. The picnic shelters and barbecues are also on the eastern side along with the itinerant traders. The concentration of these 
facilities means that there is considerable wear and tear on the grass.
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The Master Plan is a strategic document 
that helps prioritise and guide the ongoing 
development and management of Lake 

future users, residents, visitors and the broader 
community of greater Bendigo.

The Master Plan respects the heritage 

intent. The Master Plan recommendations have 
been developed in line with the conservation 
management plan.

In several locations it is recommended to 
reinstate earlier path layouts based on historic 

structures is also a consideration. 

The plan also acknowledges current use patterns 
and desires, and addresses contemporary 
and future expectations. Housing of food and 
beverage vendors, improvement to heavily 
worn areas, separation of commuter cyclists 
from pedestrians, increase in shade and shelter 
and tree planting all indicate a vision for the 
lake precinct that overcomes its current 
shortcomings and builds on its strengths. In 
line with the most common comment received 
during the community engagement, the Master 

the landscape. 

The Master Plan also sets out to meet stated 
goals in relation to particular aspects of the site, 
as follows. 

Heritage 

and character of Lake Weeroona by interpreting 
and where possible reinstating heritage elements.  

Circulation

Improve pedestrian circulation within Lake 
Weeroona to enhance the experience for all users. 

Improve the functionality and accessibility of 
existing car parks.

Facilities and Buildings

Improve existing facilities and buildings to cater 
for current and future demands whilst providing 
better integration into the surrounding 
environment. 

Landscape and Vegetation

Enhance the aesthetic appeal, appearance and 
functionality of Lake Weeroona, whilst maintaining 
its existing qualities and characteristics.

Support opportunities for community events 
and social gatherings.

Increase tree cover and improve conditions  
for existing vegetation. 

Implementation of the various elements of  
the Master Plan will be done over a number 
of years and will be subject to Council’s 
prioritisation and budget processes.  
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Master Plan recommendations

interpretive signage

redevelopment of this site

Separate cyclists on the Bendigo Linear Creek Trail 
from pedestrians on the lake loop walk by creation 
of a new cycle path

and pedestrians with no appreciable loss of spaces

Clean up and revegetate the southern island

Proposed alignment of cycle path

place

commuter cyclists from riding onto pedestrian path

Allow for future link to gasworks site

Clean up and revegetate the northern island

Provide new barbecue with shelter and additional 
lawn and planting

New pedestrian activated crossing

Explore opportunities to improve facilities for 
current and future user groups

required

train line for public safety

Move path away from car park and plant additional 
trees for shade

Provide path from car park to existing picnic 
shelter

panel

Create seating area and provide additional drinking 
fountain

up and revegetate

Plant trees to increase shade within playground

Consider playground upgrade, including increased 
swinging opportunities and incorporating 
interpretive play elements

Amend section of fence and extend feature 
elements to facilitate integration between play and 
paved areas

Create themed feature paved area which 
incorporates shade trees, garden beds, barbecues 
and seating

Create new shade structure with barbecue 
relocated from southern heritage shelter

to reinforce viewshed and facilitate pedestrian 
movement

space for traders and to protect existing large tree

Create shade structure for itinerant trader (coffee)

Allocate two spaces for vehicular itinerant traders 
(doughnuts and hot dogs)

Extend car park to south to make up for loss of car 
parks at north end

Create additional car park entry

Build new shade shelter (without barbecue) to 
overlook the lake

Whole of site recommendations

- Implement successional tree planting

- Assess path widths
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Separate cyclists on the Bendigo Linear 
Creek Trail from pedestrians on the lake  
loop walk by creation of a new cycle path

of cyclists and pedestrians with no 
appreciable loss of spaces

Clean up and revegetate the southern island

Proposed alignment of cycle path

Build new shade shelter (without 
barbecue) to overlook the lake

Recommendations 

bed and interpretive signage

event use

redevelopment of this site

Potential design parameters include: 

 
height of current building ridge height;
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Southern Precinct

Nolan Street car park. The recommendations for this precinct seek to interpret the history of 
the site, improve pedestrian circulation, maintain capacity for events, and to improve and better 
integrate existing facilities into the surrounding environment.
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Recommendations

toilets are in place

prevent commuter cyclists from riding 
onto pedestrian path

Allow for future link to gasworks site

Clean up and revegetate the northern 
island
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Western Precinct

The Western Precinct is largely undeveloped creating an attractive back drop to the Lake. 
The recommendations for this precinct seek to improve user safety whilst enhancing the 
natural characteristic and aesthetic appeal of this area. 
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Recommendations 

Provide new barbecue with shelter  
and additional lawn and planting

New pedestrian activated crossing

Explore opportunities to improve  
facilities for current and future user 
groups

Potential design parameters include: 

increase land back to park

current and future user groups

 
movements and events

 
and landscape to improve amenity

trees

longer required

 
off the train line for public safety
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Northern Precinct

The northern precinct of Lake Weeroona is currently home to the various water craft 
users. The recommendations for this precinct are to improve existing facilities for current 
and future users whilst allowing for broader community use. 
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Recommendations

Move path away from car park and 
plant additional trees for shade

Provide path from car park to existing 
picnic shelter

shelter and install interpretation panel

Create seating area and provide 
additional drinking fountain

island and clean up and revegetate

Plant trees to increase shade within 
playground

Consider playground upgrade, 
including increased swinging 
opportunities and incorporating 
interpretive play elements

Amend section of fence and extend 
feature elements to facilitate 
integration between play and paved 
areas

Create themed feature paved area 
which incorporates shade trees, 
garden beds, barbecues and seating

Create new shade structure with 
barbecue relocated from southern 
heritage shelter

heritage shelter to reinforce viewshed 
and facilitate pedestrian movement

to create space for traders and to 
protect existing large tree

Create shade structure for itinerant 
trader (coffee)

Allocate two spaces for vehicular 
itinerant traders (doughnuts and hot 
dogs)

Extend car park to south to make up 
for loss of car parks at north end

Create additional car park entry34
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Eastern Precinct

The eastern precinct is the busiest area of Lake Weeroona incorporating a play space, picnic 
and shade facilities and public toilets. The recommendations for this precinct aim to alleviate 
the current issues of wear and improve the functionality of this precinct whilst maintaining 
and improving its existing qualities and characteristics.
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The Master Plan provides a strategic 
framework for staging and prioritisation. 

Master Plan are prioritised into high, medium 
and low in accordance with the categories 
of Heritage, Circulation, Facilities and 

recommendations are discussed in terms 
of the responsible City of Greater Bendigo 
department. Note: Individual category 
recommendations are not in order of priority. 

Funding 

Allocation of funds will be subject to Council’s 
annual budget and capital works deliberation 
process with some recommendations being able 
to be achieved as part of the City of Greater 
Bendigo’s ongoing commitment to maintenance 
and facilities improvements.  
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External Funding Sources

In the implementation of the Master Plan 

grants and partnership opportunities including 
club contributions and private development 
partnerships. 

Operation/Maintenance Budgets

The recommended infrastructure and landscape 
improvements will increase community use and 
operational maintenance. Council’s operational 
budgets will need to be reviewed in order to 

levels.
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MP No. High priority  

Recommendation Responsibility
Heritage  

26 Reinstate paths along lake edge on eastern side Asset Planning & Design
Circulation  

33 Re-design and rebuild south-east car park Asset Planning & Design
5 Redesign and modify south-west (Nolan St) car park and bridge to facilitate new bike path Asset Planning & Design
7 Design and construct bike path on western side of lake Asset Planning & Design

13 Negotiate with VicRoads over pedestrian crossing at Weeroona Avenue Asset Planning & Design
Whole Site Assess path widths and implement highest priorities Asset Planning & Design

Facilities and buildings  
27 Design and construct works in the vicnity of the eastern toilets, playground and southern shelter (works include new shelters, picnic and bbq amenities, paving, landscaping and seating). Asset Planning & Design
12 Build new barbecue shelter in north-west area adjacent existing rowing pavilion building Asset Planning & Design
3 Undertake feasibility study into redevelopment of Boardwalk Café Special Projects 

14 Undertake feasibility study into the upgrade/replacement of the existing rowing pavilion building and associated car park Special Projects & Recreation
Whole Site Review existing lighting and replace/upgrade as recommended Building & Property
Whole Site Review existing furniture and implement high priorities as recommended Parks & Natural Environment

Landscape and vegetation  
Whole Site Develop a tree species selection and planting plan Asset Planning & Design
Whole Site Remove existing dead and senescent trees Parks & Natural Environment
Whole Site Implement fi rst round of new tree planting Parks & Natural Environment

MP No. Medium priority  
Heritage  

1 Reinstate original entry paths and garden bed at Napier and Nolan St intersection Asset Planning & Design
Whole Site Install interpretive signage Asset Planning & Design

Circulation  
17 Negotiate with Vic Tack regarding fencing off  train line Asset Planning & Design

Facilities and buildings  
8 Remove western toilet block (once alternative toilets are in place) Building & Property

Whole Site Continue with furniture upgrades Parks & Natural Environment
24 Consider playground upgrade, including increased swinging opportunity Parks & Natural Environment

Landscape and vegetation  
Whole Site Implement medium priority tree planting Parks & Natural Environment

6 & 11 Clean up and revegetate the south and western islands Parks & Natural Environment
MP No. Low priority  

Circulation  
18 Realign path adjacent north eastern car park and install associated tree planting Asset Planning & Design
19 Install path from north-east car park to northern picnic shelter and playground Asset Planning & Design

Facilities and buildings  
16 Remove dragon boat shed once works on northern building are complete Building & Property
35 Build new shade structure near the boardwalk overlooking lake Asset Planning & Design

Landscape and vegetation  
Whole Site Implement low priority tree planting Parks & Natural Environment

22 Remove peninsula connection to eastern island and revegetate Parks & Natural Environment
21 Design and construct area between playground and northern shelter Asset Planning & Design
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10.4 Executive Summary from 
Lake Weeroona Conservation 
Management Plan

Prior to the Master Plan being 
undertaken the City of Greater 
Bendigo commissioned a Conservation 
Management Plan for the Lake 
Weeroona precinct. This document 
outlines the history of the site and 
provides recommendations towards  
its conservation. The executive 
summary of the Conservation 
Management Plan is included below.

Executive Summary

This study has found that the Lake Weeroona 
precinct as a whole is of historic, aesthetic, 

its environs. 

The Lake Weeroona precinct, comprising the 
areas known as Lake Weeroona and Weeroona 
Oval, arose from a vision in 1873 by Mayor 
Dugall McDougall to transform the barren, 
dusty eyesore created by mining along a section 
of Bendigo Creek into an ‘ornamental lake and 
reserve’.  Seen as Bendigo’s answer to Ballarat’s 
Lake Wendouree, the prospect was made all 
the more attractive by a substantial government 
grant which was available to help fund such 
projects. Delayed but undeterred by the 
inconvenient routing of the Bendigo to Swan 

the Council, in 1874, sought, and then waited 
for four years for, the landscaping services of 

William Guilfoyle.

Guilfoyle, the recently appointed Director 
of the Melbourne Botanic Gardens, was 
commissioned by Bendigo Council in 1878 to 
set out a design for the reserve, which was by 

Over the next twelve months, he wrote at least 
two reports on his design for the lake and its 
surrounds, produced two plans of the design for 
Council (one of which is known to have been 

trees to be planted on the site. 

He visited the reserve on at least three 
occasions, initially physically laying out the 
design ‘on the ground’ using pegs, and showing 
great enthusiasm for the project. He was closely 
involved with the reserve’s development and 
planting, providing both advice and many plants 
from Melbourne Botanic Gardens. Much of 
Guilfoyle’s landscape style remains recognizable 
at Lake Weeroona. Mature signature trees such 
as Bunya Pine, Moreton Bay Fig and Canary 
Island Pine, picturesque islands, and remnants  
of his serpentine perimeter path remain 
testament to Guilfoyle’s vision for the site. 

Guilfoyle is recognized today as one of the 

Weeroona was one of his earliest landscapes, 
being developed in parallel with his monumental 
redesign of Melbourne’s Botanic Gardens. The 
distinctive landscape he envisaged and then 
created at Lake Weeroona has endured, and 
continues to be responsible for the Lake’s 
outstanding reputation and popularity as a 
place of great beauty and serenity over almost 
130 years. Lake Weeroona stands today as 
an important early, but previously unknown, 
Guilfoyle landscape.

presaged Lake Weeroona’s future success, predicting 

As means of affording an opportunity for the 
indulgence of the healthy and manly exercise  
of aquatics, Lake Weeroona cannot be too highly 
estimated. Regarding from this point of view 

 
of this city are inestimable, and the formation  

 
of the best measures ever carried out by the City 
Council 

Since its creation, Lake Weeroona and its 

array of recreational needs for Bendigo and 
surrounding districts. Passive recreational 
activities are catered for through its broad 
lawns for picnics and relaxing, its historic picnic 
pavilions, children’s playground and various 
food outlets, including the popular Boardwalk 

circuit path, and the waters of the Lake provide 
a formal course for rowing and canoeing. 

Lake Weeroona precinct’s less glamorous 
section, north of the rail line, has also played an 
important part in the life of sporting clubs and 

that Guilfoyle’s involvement in the design of 
this section of the reserve is likely to have 
been restricted to planting suggestions for 
its boundaries. These suggestions would have 
been implemented and augmented by Bendigo’s 
talented Parks Curator, Samuel Gadd. This 
northern section of the precinct, now known as 
Weeroona Oval, was initially named Wilkie Park 

 
It was used by cricket, football and cycling clubs 

of sporting clubs using the facilities growing 
markedly throughout the ensuing years. Today 
it also includes a well utilized Country Fire 
Authority demonstration track. 

This study has found that the Lake Weeroona 
precinct, set aside for an ornamental lake and 
reserve in 1874, developed in two sections 

people of Bendigo and its environs:

Historically

surrounds, known as Lake Weeroona, by 
William Guilfoyle, Director of Melbourne 

celebrated nineteenth century landscape 
designers;

parks and gardens established in the 
nineteenth century demonstrating the 

 
of the mining town of Bendigo;  

sporting and community organisations in 
Bendigo in the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries.

Aesthetically 

- for its picturesque landscape centered on 
the lake and islands, featuring key landscape 
elements including mature exotic and native 
trees, historic picnic pavilions, spacious lawns 

Guilfoyle.

Socially

- for its continuing outstanding importance  
to the local and regional Bendigo community 
for a wide range of active and passive 
recreational pursuits.

species and a number of rarely cultivated 
eucalypts, and

- for its value to the community as a 
horticultural, botanical and environmental  
resource.

Because of its cultural importance, as 
summarised above, the precinct must be 
protected for existing and future generations. 

Challenges and Opportunities

The popularity and success of the precinct, 
and in particular Lake Weeroona and its 
foreshore, for recreational activities of all 

which has been problematic for many years. 

often to the detriment of the precinct. Over 
its many decades the precinct has hosted a 
staggering array of community events including 
open air concerts, water sport contests, car 

boat shows, country music fairs and pet micro 
chipping days, to name but a few. Iconic Bendigo 
events such as the Bendigo Easter Fair are also 
held annually at the Lake. 

The use of the Lake Weeroona precinct for 
those activities associated with passive and 
active recreation is consistent with the site’s 

of the site, in particular, Lake Weeroona and 
its landscaped surrounds, for a vast range 
of festivals, many involving vehicular access, 
continues to have a disastrous impact on the 
landscaping of the site and threatens the very 
qualities for which this section of the precinct  
is popular. 
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Soil compaction, coupled with prolonged 
drought, has resulted in tree stress and 
death, severe lawn degradation and a marked 
reduction in both the visual and functional 
amenity of the Lake’s surrounds.

 With this study’s rediscovery of Lake 
Weeroona as a ‘lost’ Guilfoyle landscape, an 
exciting opportunity exists to rejuvenate this 
already popular area, not merely as an attractive 
reserve, but as originally envisaged and laid out 

century landscape designers. Lake Weeroona is 
ideally placed, both geographically and culturally, 
to be embraced and promoted as a regional and 
state asset of the highest order, and an integral 
part of the suite of heritage-based tourist 
attractions offered in the Bendigo area. 

Recommendations

The City of Greater Bendigo is committed 
to retaining the Lake Weeroona precinct as 
prime public open space. This Conservation 

measures designed to protect those qualities 
which make the precinct so special, while 
still allowing passive and active recreational 
activities for which the precinct was originally 
reserved. In order to protect this valuable 
public asset, the following actions are 
recommended. 

Priority 1: The most urgent actions involve 
statutory protection of the precinct as a whole 
and arresting the decay of those individual 

- Nominate the Lake Weeroona precinct 

(Summary of elements and their rankings of 

been designed to identify the most culturally 
important parts of the precinct in order to 
facilitate future planning by Council;

- Secure a long term, reliable water supply  
for the Lake and for irrigation; 

- Develop and enforce a clear policy 
restricting type and frequency of public 
events in the Lake Weeroona section of the 
precinct;

- Limit possible vehicle access to the Lake’s 
surrounding lawns during events through 
installation of barrier fencing or bollards, at 
the very least around internal perimeter of 
car parks;

for Lake Weeroona and Weeroona Oval;

 
of lawn surrounding the Lake; 

- Carry out repair and maintenance work  
on Picnic Pavilions; 

- Develop and implement a comprehensive 
plant management programme which 
includes

Programme, especially for those 
trees within the precinct assessed as 

Programme

keeping and inventory data, especially 
in regard to the tree stock 

Priority 2: These actions identify important 
landscape elements which have been lost and 

should be reconstructed where possible.

The following are suggested works within Lake 
Weeroona:

- Increase tree and shrub plantings to 
compensate for losses due to drought and 
ageing. Tree selection should be based on 
Guilfoyle signature trees, Samuel Gadd’s 
experimental plantings, known historic 
plantings, and plants which protect shoreline 
stability and water quality, and provide 
habitat for local animal populations (see 
8.2.2);

design of Lake Weeroona, including the 
original main (pedestrian) entrance on 
the corner of Nolan and McCrae Streets 
featuring high impact Guilfoyle signature 
plants, and restore Guilfoyle’s path layout 
around the Lake’s perimeter, based on the 

photographs (Appendix Two); 

- Widen circuit path as part of path 
reconstruction above;

- Construct new garden beds to screen 

and provide focal interest as part of the 
reconstructed path network above;

- Construct decorative fencing and gates on 
Nolan and Napier Streets to allow effective 
permanent control over vehicle access to 
grounds;

The following are suggested works within 
Weeroona Oval:

- Increase tree planting along and within 
perimeter boundary fencing, reinforcing 
existing exotic and native species;

 

 

Priority 3: These actions protect or restore 
important aspects of the precinct, but are either 
of a more general nature, a lower priority, or 
depend on the removal of existing elements 
before they can be considered. They are:

concentration of built features on eastern, 
southern and northern shores of Lake, 
contrasting with the informal, unbuilt 
landscape character of the western shore;

recognition of the important role it plays in 
the recreational activities associated with 
Lake Weeroona. Any replacement building 
should retain the current location and 
general building footprint, be single storey, 
and be sensitively landscaped to reduce its 
visual impact on the parkland surrounds;

which has become a very popular feature 

in the precinct and is undoubtedly an 
asset to the city. No further extension 
of the Playground should occur, as this 
would reduce the available open parkland 
surrounding the Lake and degrade its visual 
amenity;

natural shoreline using lawn, grasses and tree 
plantings to inhibit bank erosion;

- Audit the vegetation on the islands and use 
as a basis for a re-vegetation plan based on 

and Appendix Four);

Finally, every effort should be made to locate 

missing but known to have been in Council’s 

Centre Archive, pers. comm., 20 May 2008]. 
Such plans rarely survive from the nineteenth 
century, but where they do, they form not only 

are an invaluable guide to implementing future 
authentic reconstruction and restoration works. 
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