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This document is about the future.  

It presents a broad conceptual vision for how Greater 
Bendigo’s  public spaces could be planned, developed 
and used in new ways which support a more liveable 
environment and experience for everyone. 

The conceptual vision is a high-level statement and 
representation of our future ambition for the city’s public 
space, looking ahead 50 years.

It showcases several elements that are distinctive to Greater 
Bendigo, that have the potential to be transformative and 
which can achieve broad community benefit.

The Evolution of the Conceptual Vision

Several versions of this document have been produced, as 
follows:

January 2017

The first draft was generated based on two major inputs:

An understanding of our current public space situation 
and issues which was explored and documented in Stage 
1 - Strategic Framework;  and 

The outcomes of a collaborative, community-driven 
process in Stage 2, involving a 2.5-day workshop and an 
online survey, which encouraged participants to think 
critically and creatively about the future of public space in 
Greater Bendigo.

This draft was placed on public display in January/February 
2017.

Acknowledgements

About this document What happens next?

We will consider all feedback and this may result in 
changes being made to the conceptual vision before it is 
reviewed and endorsed by the Council.  

The timeframe for this is March/April 2017.

Then we will move into the third stage of the project, 
which involves developing the Greater Bendigo Public 
Space Plan itself as a draft for discussion and public 
comment.  

The timeframe for this is September 2017. 

The contributions of many have helped to shape the draft 
Conceptual Vision.  

All community and agency-based participants involved in 
the latest survey and workshop, in particular are thanked 
for their time and contributions.   

February 2017

The public display attracted considerable community 
engagement and feedback, both formal and informal.  
This feedback was considered in producing this version of 
the Conceptual Vision which was brought to Council for 
discussion. 

March 2017

Some further changes were made specifically related 
to the representation and context of the Charing Cross 
concept.
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WHAT THE 
COMMUNITY SAY IS 
MOST IMPORTANT

The latest round of community engagement 
for the Public Space Plan has provided some 

helpful insight into the things that people think 
are most important when it comes to the future 

of our public spaces. These are shown and 
described in the illustrated summary opposite.    
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HOW WE’VE RESPONDED
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Overall vision and 
principles

A simple vision statement and several main supporting 
principles were generated through community 
engagement.

Together, they make a clear, strong and shared statement 
about what is considered be of greatest importance.

The vision and principles provide the highest-level of 
direction, as well as a focus, for the development of the 
Greater Bendigo Public Space Plan.     
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1. THE FOREST
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The presence of forest in the Greater Bendigo 
landscape is large and particularly influences 
the character and experience of the urban 
area and some towns.  

The forest is to be respected, preserved, 
expanded and enjoyed. 
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Bendigo is a ‘city in a forest’ - a geographic and landscape 
feature that is definitive and sets it apart from most other 
cities in the world.  The forest is intrinsic to the identity of 
the city and has effectively shaped its physical form and 
character.

Several large gaps exist in the forest surrounding the 
Bendigo urban area.  Most notably, these occur at Epsom/
Huntly and north-west of Eaglehawk.  These gaps are to 
be closed, and creative forms of land development - where 
the urban landscape and forested areas are more closely 
integrated - will be needed to achieve this.  

A similar sense of forested enclosure exists in Heathcote 
and is again distinctive.  The smaller scale of the town in 
particular allows the forest to form a visible backdrop to 
daily life there.  This sense of enclosure and containment 
must be recognised and protected.    

Completing the forested edge can have a number of 
important benefits, among them, defining the extent 
and limit of urban development,  restoring the natural 
landscape and our connection to it, increasing access 
to nature and recreation, and creating pathways for the 
movement of wildlife.  Potential risks associated with 
bushfire can be successfully managed by a combination of 
careful urban design and land management. 

Reinforce the sense of a 
city in a forest
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Greater Bendigo can be a leader in how communities live 
in harmony with the bush, by reconnecting and interacting 
with the forest landscape in ways which respect the forest 
landscape itself and respect the values  of Traditional 
Owners. 

The physical relationship of the Bendigo urban area, and 
of other towns such as Heathcote can be reshaped and 
redesigned to create human living environments that 
are more positively integrated with the forest landscape.  
Streets and houses can overlook the bush, creating 
opportunities for people to ‘see’ this landscape in daily life 
and interact with it.

A major change to the city-forest interface can be 
complemented by other educational and promotional 
initiatives which encourage more positive associations; a 
sense of custodianship and an emotional connection with 
the bush.

Create positive interfaces and 
associations with the bush

A good example of housing designed to overlook the 
forest at Erniold Street, Strathdale
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A complete, connected recreation trail within the forest 
surrounding the urban area provides a unique opportunity 
to access, explore and experience Greater Bendigo’s 
bushland setting.

The idea is not new and was largely implemented with 
the creation of the Bendigo Bushland Trail over 20 years 
ago.  Whilst much of the infrastructure associated with the 
trail has fallen into disrepair, the potential exists to restore 
a forest trail around the city, based on or around the 
framework already set by the Bushland Trail.

The trail can be prominently connected at strategic 
points with regional trails such as the O’Keefe Rail Trail 
and Goldfields Track, as well as with major public space 
corridors of the Bendigo urban area (see pp.19-21) 

Restore the forest trail 
around the city
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2. CITY & TOWN 
CENTRES
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The main city centre, together with numerous 
suburban and town centres, provide the 
setting for much of our daily lives.  

The design of the public realm of these centres 
is to reflect their core purpose as people 
places.
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Preserve and strengthen the 
European-style public realm

Set against a backdrop of fine, historic architecture, and a 
predominantly bright, sunny and dry climate, the public 
realm character of Bendigo’s City Centre is distinctive and 
memorable.  

This distinctiveness is partly due to the arrangement of 
buildings and streets, which help to create a sense of 
identity and place.  But there are two main elements which 
stitch everything together - the tree plantings and the 
selection of public space materials. 

The avenues and copses of predominantly European 
tree plantings, along streets and within parks and other 
public spaces, are prominent.  They create an inviting 
presence of greenery, soften the hard surfaces buildings 
and pavements and the presence of deep, cooling 
shade.  During winter, the fallen leaves of deciduous trees 
transform the urban landscape by opening the streets to 
the sky and letting light in.  

This character is integral to central Bendigo’s identity, 
liveability and vitality and must be preserved at all costs.  
A distinctive public realm character of similar nature 
exists in other suburban and town centres - for example 
Eaglehawk and Heathcote - and should be preserved and 
strengthened in these places also.  

In centres where such a definitive character is yet to 
emerge, the example set by the City Centre is a worthy 
starting point.  There should not however be a ‘one size 
fits all’ approach.  For example, in relation to plantings, 
the overall concept should be to maintain the mix of 
native and introduced species.  The question of how this 
is applied at a local level should be governed by principles 
linked to a clear understanding of purpose and context.  

A green city centre.  Rosalind Park and Pall Mall are 
archetypal of the distinctive European character and 
experience of Bendigo’s city centre.     

Preserve and strengthen the 
European-style public realm
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Make the public realm more 
people-friendly

More walkable city, suburb and town centres are vital.  This 
is signalled by the trend toward pedestrian-friendly city 
centres, that is gathering pace among many international 
cities, large and small.

Places designed with the human experience as a priority 
mean safer, more comfortable and enjoyable day-to-day 
lives for people.  This translates into positive interactions 
and more of them; with the environment around us, with 
businesses and with each other.  The products of this 
are happier people and increased economic activity for 
businesses, as demonstrated by numerous studies.

A re-allocation and redesign of space within centres will be 
required, and to different degrees depending on the location, 
size and needs of the centre and the people that use it.  

The transition goes hand-in-hand with other major 
strategic goals of the City: attracting more residents to live 
in the city centre, creating 10-minute neighbourhoods, 
economic development for businesses and the improving 
community wellbeing.

Make the public realm more 
people-friendly

Boulevards.  North Terrace, Adelaide. Plazas.  Union Square, New York City.

Protected bike lanes.  Hornsby Street,Vancouver. Shared spaces. Bunda Street, Canberra.
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Make the public realm more 
people-friendly (continued)

A possible conceptual future.   A pedestrian- and business-friendly main street created by replacing some 
traffic lanes with wider footpaths and protected cycle lanes.

Bridge Street today.   Narrow footpaths define the public space of the street, which operates primarily as a 
traffic bypass.

Bridge Street, Bendigo  

Origin: Hospital Precinct Structure Plan (September 2014). 

The concept:  Create a street environment for people that 
supports mixed activity (shops, offices and housing) and 
multiple transport modes.   This will require substantial 
modification to the existing road, including reduction of 
the 4 traffic lanes to 2, and widening footpaths.

Major challenges:  The road currently forms part of the 
City Centre’s bypass or ‘Inner Box’ and is controlled by 
VicRoads.  The design of the road and its predominant use 
reflects this.  An alternative route must first be identified 
and upgraded as required.  

Potential benefits:  A safe, attractive and high amenity 
place for people and businesses.  An active, vibrant and 
walkable street link to and from the Hospital campus.   

The environments of our city and town centres can only be 
made more people-friendly with change - large and small.  
In some places across Greater Bendigo, such changes have 
already happened, and in other places still, they remain as 
ideas, concepts for a future time.  

A small selection of some of the most significant public 
realm transformation proposals are described and 
illustrated here. The representations are purely conceptual.  
If they are ever to happen, some quite significant 
challenges must be addressed and overcome first.  If they 
can be, the benefits are likely to be transformative.  

At the heart and beginning of every such public space proposal 
is a simple question to consider:  what should its’ primary 
purpose and focus be, and how can we make that happen?
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A possible conceptual future. An iconic and central 
urban public space. 

Charing cross today. A busy traffic intersection with 
public space for pedestrians limited to edges and islands.

Charing Cross, Bendigo  
Origin: Greater Bendigo Public Space Plan Conceptual 
Vision (2017), noting that similar concepts have been 
proposed  in the past, but not publicly documented.

The concept:  Recreate a public space centrepiece at 
the heart of Bendigo’s City Centre.   The will require 
substantial modifications to traffic access. 

Major challenges:  Charing Cross is among the busiest 
and most high profile traffic intersections in the city and 
is controlled by VicRoads.  Alternative traffic access with 
sufficient capacity and efficiency must first be in place.  
Careful planning is needed to activate the space and to 
make it both functional and attractive. 

Potential benefits: Increase pedestrian areas to create 
the  A reduction in traffic that is only passing through the 
centre of Bendigo will  improve conditions for everyone 
else - pedestrians and motorists alike - who have reason 
to be there.  Revitalisation of opportunities for existing 
and new businesses.  

A possible conceptual future.  Joining Brassey Square 
with Canterbury Park to create a continuous public space.

Brassey Square today.  The square is disconnected 
from Canterbury Park by Sailors Gully Road. 

Brassey Square, Eaglehawk

Origin: Eaglehawk Structure Plan (August 2013). 

The concept:  Expand Brassey Square to link directly with 
the Canterbury Gardens, creating a continuous public 
space in front of the Town Hall.  This would require closure 
of part of Sailors Gully Road to most through traffic 
(potentially excepting buses) or a low-speed shared zone.  

Challenges:  Providing alternative traffic access from Sailors 
Gully Road and Peg Leg Road.  This could be possibly occur 
via Darling Street  to the west.   

Potential benefits:  Strengthen the presence and 
connection of the Canterbury Park corridor into and 
across the Eaglehawk Town Centre.  Provide a people-
focussed public space setting for the Town Hall.  Better 
access and safety for pedestrians and cyclists.  
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3. A NETWORK 
OF CORRIDORS
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Public space corridors create connections 
regionally, municipality-wide, and across the 
urban area.  They also occur locally and at a 
smaller scale within suburbs and towns. 

These corridors are to be better connected, 
more dedicated and diverse in their purpose, 
safer and more visible in the landscape.
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Creeks

Rail lines

Streets

Easements

Connect communities, people 
and destinations with a network 
of public space corridors

Greater Bendigo is well-placed to realise an ambition of many 
cities - the creation of a comprehensive network of major 
public space corridors connecting its communities.  

Significant parts of this network are already in place, such as 
the Spring Gully Creek, much of Bendigo Creek and Jobs Creek 
in Eaglehawk.  However there is an even greater potential to 
progressively build a more complete, comprehensive and 
high quality network according to a strategic plan.  This 
network can incorporate the urban area, extend into parts 
of the rural landscape and some of the small towns, and 
also be tied into wider regional trails.  

The network can be designed for multiple purposes: as 
a transport alternative for people to get around the city, 
space for passive and active recreation, and preserving 
habitat and wildlife.  The corridors are a means to join up 
other public spaces large and small, as well as link to day-
to-day community destinations such as schools and shops.  

The most significant aspect is the access potential.  
Virtually everyone living in the urban area is within a 
10-minute walking distance of a major public space 
corridor and so can reap the benefits of the wider network. 

Different types of public spaces will have to be pieced 
together to build the network; mostly  creek lines, but 
also streets, railways, easements and even areas of former 
mining land, will be part of the puzzle.  At the local level of 
suburbs and towns, smaller secondary networks of public 
space can be created, tied to the main network.

Examples shown opposite (clockwise from top left):    
Spring Gully Creek, St Aidans Road in Kennington, the 
high-voltage electricity transmission easement at Maiden 
Gully, and the Sandhurst railway line near Lake Weeroona.
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Establish the Bendigo 
Creek as the primary 
spine - the ‘Low-line’

The Bendigo Creek corridor is envisaged as the main spine 
of the network and as a unique experience which draws 
on its many distinctive characteristics.  

The reach and influence of the creek itself is tremendous 
-  connecting the urban area from north to south (and 
beyond) over a distance of more than 15 kilometres, and 
with a one-kilometre (10 minute walking) catchment that  
covers at least one third of the city’s urban population.

The creek corridor links many important destinations.  
Among these are three of the city’s highest profile public 
spaces - Rosalind Park, Lake Weeroona and the Bendigo 
Botanic Gardens - as well as other significant public spaces 
such as Crusoe Reservoir and Gateway Park.  There are the 
schools - 16 of them - and several shopping areas including 
the Kangaroo Flat High Street, Epsom Village and the City 
Centre itself.

The Bendigo Creek Trail already provides the opportunity 
to explore much of this corridor, however large and 
important gaps exist between Golden Square and North 
Bendigo, as well as north of Epsom.    

Completing these links will set the corridor apart, creating 
the opportunity to experience a journey of changing 
landscapes with highlights such the experience of walking 
or cycling within the historic, sandstone- and bluestone-
lined  channels, and the opportunity to pass beneath the 
centre of the city at Charing Cross.

Crucial to be noted however are several complexities and 
sensitivities of such a vision.  They include respecting the 
significant heritage values present and managing access 
and personal safety within this environment.  A unique experience:  Exploring the historic landscape of the 

Bendigo Creek on two wheels.
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DESIGN PRINCIPLES

The following principles relate to the design 
of public spaces.  

They were developed specifically in response 
to the  Greater Bendigo context, however are 

in many respects universally relevant.
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Integrate communities at the forest edge

Public space at people’s front doors

Provide civic gathering spaces

Combine, connect and modify different 
public spaces to create clear links

Integrate public buildings and 
public spaces

Provide the 
essentials: 

walking paths, 
seating and 

shade

Organise public space to connect 
destinations and integrate different uses
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THE REWARD

Bringing the conceptual vision to life requires 
some fundamental shifts in philosophy, doing  

some things differently, commitment and time 
measured in decades.  

The  rewards of doing so, however will be 
tremendous, bringing large and transformative 

community benefits...
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