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Introduction

The City of Greater Bendigo is well known for its wonderful heritage places, ranging from grand public buildings to 
small miners cottages. These places are highly valued by the community and provide a link to the past and enrich the 
present.

Greater Bendigo is a municipality built on gold...

Many of its buildings were simple. Others were elaborate. Most were the work of local builders, sometimes of owner 
builders, others drew on the distinctive vision of Bendigo architects.

Sometimes the roads which they faced simply followed the tracks on which miners walked to get from one digging 
to the next. At other times they face broad avenues laid out by government surveyors and intended to make Bendigo 
into a proud city, the worthy rival of any European town. This townscape still survives. The street layout of Bendigo, the 
massive public works and public buildings of the city’s heart, the cottages, chapels and pubs of miners, the mansions 
of mining investors, the trees, gardens and forests of the town and its surrounds together make up a rich environment.

It is an environment worthy of protection for both the amenity it brings to provincial living and for the messages it brings 
of the history of town life and mining in Australia. Bendigo is an important Australian town for both its place in the 
economy of the nation and for the richness of its buildings and landscapes. 

– Eaglehawk and Bendigo Heritage Study, 1993, (pp. 2-3).

The purpose of these Guidelines is to…

• Help property owners understand the heritage signifi cance of their property and provide guidance on how their 
place can be restored and altered sympathetically for modern-day use.

• Assist with the planning process for buildings protected by heritage overlays. 
Clear guidelines assist decision making in the planning process, making  it possible to achieve good design 
outcomes and meet the objectives and policy frameworks for heritage in the Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme.

• Encourage good design that maintains and protects heritage assets. 
Excellent design respects the past, responds to its setting, and yet clearly creates its own modern identity.

• Help conserve the distinctive historic character of Greater Bendigo. 
The best way to conserve our heritage is to use it. Through use, our heritage will continue to evolve and be part of 
the stories and history we are creating today.

The Guidelines do not aim to provide a solution for every individual design situation, but provide a starting point. 
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These Guidelines form part of the Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme and will be used when making decisions on 
applications under the Heritage Overlay. These Guidelines in combination with published heritage studies should be 
used when researching heritage places and how they can be developed. The Planning Scheme will identify when a 
planning permit is required for development under the Heritage Overlay. Generally maintenance that doesn’t change 
the appearance of a place will not need a permit, or internal works. Works that do change the appearance, including 
the use of different materials to original, will need a permit. The Planning Scheme also outlines the broader heritage 
policy and objectives for the City. 

The Planning Scheme can be found at www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/greaterbendigoplanningscheme. Heritage 
studies are an excellent source of information that assists with identifying the cultural signifi cance of places and 
precincts in the municipality, including maybe the style of your house. Find these at www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/
heritagestudies. 

Owners and developers are encouraged to discuss any proposals with the City of Greater Bendigo prior to making an 
application. Just make an appointment with the Statutory Planning Unit.

How these Guidelines work…

1. Identifying what is signifi cant – the ‘Statement of Signifi cance’

These Guidelines provide information about common historical architectural styles found throughout the City of 
Greater Bendigo. Each style has a ‘Statement of Signifi cance’ which discusses what, why and how it is signifi cant 
and provides a detailed description of the characteristic features of each style, known as ‘contributory elements’. 
More recent architectural styles may be added to the Guidelines in future when that information becomes 
available through heritage studies. 

There is a ‘Statement of Signifi cance’ for each of the following styles:

2. Miner’s Cottage Style 1850–1875
3. Bendigo Boom / Victorian Style 1870–1901
4. Federation Style 1901–1918
5. Inter-War Style 1918–1939

2. Designing for the heritage place – the ‘Design Guidelines’ 

These Guidelines set out Objectives and Design Advice for different types of development so that the signifi cance 
of a heritage place can be retained and protected. 

Design advice is presented on each of these topics in these Guidelines:

6. Additions and Alterations
7. Subdivision
8. Car Parking
9. External Paint and Finishes
10. Fences
11. Demolition
12. Solar Energy Facilities and Service Units
13. Infi ll Development

3. A Glossary has also been compiled to assist you with architectural and building terms used in these Guidelines.

14. Glossary
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