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Architraves are commonly the moulding around a 
door or window.

Ashlar is a squared building stone 
accurately cut. Also stone walling 
composed of ashlars laid in 
courses with thin joints.

Barge board is a board sometimes 
ornately carved, attached along the 
projecting edge of a pitched roof 
in front of a gable.

Chamfer is a bevelled edge 
connecting two surfaces. If the 
surfaces are at right angles, 
the chamfer will typically be 
symmetrical at 45°. (Wikipedia)

Dormer is a window that projects 
vertically from a sloping roof.

Dutch gable or Flemish gable is a gable whose sides 
have a shape made up of one or more curves and 
has a pediment at the top.

Dutch hip is a roof shape similar 
to that in a hipped roof, but with 
a small gable at the top.

Curtilage is the area of land that 
surrounds a house or building which 
is essential for retaining its heritage 
signifi cance and an appropriate setting.

Convex (roof) radial contour roof.

Clinker brick is a partially vitrifi ed or overburnt Clinker brick is a partially vitrifi ed or overburnt Clinker brick
brick often with darkish purple colours.
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Balustrade is a rail and the row of balusters or posts 
that support it.

Barley sugar column is a column with a twisting or 
spiralling shaft.

Cavity brick wall is a wall constructed of 2 leaves of Cavity brick wall is a wall constructed of 2 leaves of Cavity brick
brickwork with a cavity in between, typically tied.

Cornice is the moulding at the top of interior walls, 
between the walls and ceiling.

Contributory element/building are those 
elements that contribute to the signifi cance of the 
Heritage Place. These should be identifi ed in the 
Statement of Signifi cance or heritage study.

Eaves are the bottom edge of a roof, 
usually project beyond the side of the 
building forming an overhang to 
protect the wall beneath.

E

Fanlight originally a fan-shaped 
window over a door or window, but 
now any shaped window above a door.

Façadism refers to the practice where only the façade 
of a building is preserved with new building erected 
behind or around it.
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Vermiculated is a worm-like pattern 
of irregular fi ne lines or with wavy 
impressed lines.

Valence is a decorative strip or panel below the edge 
of the roof, usually between verandah posts.

Vernacular architecture is a category of architecture 
based on localized needs and construction 
materials, and refl ecting local traditions. Vernacular 
architecture tends to evolve over time to refl ect 
the environmental, cultural, technological, 
and historical context in which it exists.
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Finial is a distinctive spikey section or 
ornament usually crowning a gable.

Flush mortar is mortar that is fl ush with 
the face of the brickwork.

Fretwork is decorative carved Fretwork is decorative carved Fretwork
openwork in timber or metal.

Gable is the vertical triangular 
end of a building with gable roof. 
Gabled roof is a doubly pitched 
roof with vertical ends.

Joinery, the timber components of a building such 
as stairs, doors, windows and door frames, often 
made off site.

Heritage Overlay is applied to a heritage place in Heritage Overlay is applied to a heritage place in Heritage Overlay
the planning scheme to conserve its cultural heritage 
values. Heritage Overlays include places of local 
signifi cance as well as places included in the 
Victorian Heritage Register.

Hoffman brick is a brick produced in a Hoffmann Hoffman brick is a brick produced in a Hoffmann Hoffman brick
kiln, which is the most common kiln used in 
production of bricks. The Hoffman Brick and Tile 
Company, Melbourne, Australia, pioneered the use of 
continuously fi red brick kilns in Australia in the 1870’s. 
Part of the brickworks continued in use until 1993.

Hip (or hipped) is a type of roof where all sides slope 
downwards to the walls. It has no gables or other 
vertical sides to the roof. A valley is the internal 
junction of two roof surfaces.

Frieze is a continuous band of decoration around the 
top of a building or wall; a panel of decoration under 
the edge of the verandah.
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Fascia is a board usually timber 
running horizontally and situated 
vertically under a roof edge. The gutter 
normally sits in front of the fascia.

Marseille tile is an interlocking 
clay roof tile of a particular shape, 
originally imported from France 
and manufactured in Australia 
from the early 20th century.

Moulding any prominent, 
continuous, horizontally projecting 
feature surmounting a wall or other 
construction, or dividing it horizontally 
for compositional purposes.

Motif is a repeated fi gure or design in architecture 
or decoration.

Masonry is the building of structures from individual Masonry is the building of structures from individual Masonry
units laid in and bound together by mortar and includes 
brick, stone, mud brick and concrete blockwork.

M

Parapet is a wall built up higher 
than the eaves line of a roof, either 
to hide the roof surface or prevent 
the spread of fi re, or sometimes 
to create a grander façade.

Palisade (sometimes called a stakewall) is typically a 
fence made from wooden or iron pickets or pales.
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Sash window or hung sash window is 
made of one or more movable panels 
or “sashes” that form a frame to hold 
panes of glass.

Rough cast or pebbledash is a coarse 
plaster surface used on outside walls 
that consists of lime and sometimes 
cement mixed with sand, small 
gravel, and often pebbles or shells.

Ridge capping is a formed 
metal or terracotta designed to 
weatherproof the junction at the 
apex of opposing roof slopes.

Quoin is an exterior angle of a wall or 
other piece of masonry, particularly 
when emphasised or decorated.

Polychrome brickwork is a style of 
architectural brickwork which emerged 
in the 1860s which used of bricks of 
different colours (typically brown, cream 
and red) in patterned combination 
to highlight architectural features.

Scalloped picket fence is a fence 
that swags.

Plinth is the slightly projecting base 
of a column or building.

Picket profi le refers to the shape or outline of the 
picket head.
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Pediments is a decorative feature 
fi nishing the gable in classical style, 
sometimes a feature over a door 
or window.

Shingle is thin, rectangular overlapping 
elements of wood, terracotta and other 
materials mainly used for roof cladding 
but sometimes used for walls. These 
elements are typically fl at shapes laid in 
rows from the bottom edge of the roof 
up, with each successive higher row 
overlapping the joints in the row below.

Side-hung casement sash is a 
window with a hinged sash that 
swings in or out like a door.

Skillion is a roof shape of single slope 
or pitch.

Stucco is a thin decorative fi nish, 
traditionally of lime and sand, applied 
to external walls in two coats, 
sometimes ruled to resemble stone.

Tuck-pointing is a way of using 
two contrasting colours of mortar in 
brickwork, one colour matching the 
bricks themselves and one applied 
on top in a contrasting colour (the 
tuck) to give an artifi cial impression 
that very fi ne joints have been made.
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