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Statement of Signifi cance

Social historic context

By the early 20th century gold mining had peaked and was starting to decline on the Central 
Victorian goldfi elds. Bendigo became a focus of government initiatives to halt rural decline 
and depopulation. From the end of WWI, the promotion of ‘closer settlement’ helped develop the 
rural interior and Bendigo developed as an important regional city. 

Examples of the distinctive Art deco Inter-War style. Inter-War style combined a variety of architectural shapes.

What is signifi cant? 

Fostering growth in regional areas, following war and 
depopulation, was critical. After the Great War, there 
were state-wide schemes to settle returned soldiers, 
with an emphasis on home ownership. 

The War Service Homes Scheme, banks and building 
societies all became involved in creating new suburbs 
in Bendigo. 

In an era of mining decline, former mine sites were seen as an opportunity for suburban development. New infi ll 
housing development on reclaimed mine land encouraged the growth of garden suburbs and model villages in the 
Greater Bendigo region.

Depression era ‘homemade’ mud brick houses were also built.

How is it signifi cant?

Inter-War style is of cultural signifi cance for its historic, architectural and aesthetic values. 

Verandahs adapted from American styles created cool interiors.
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Contributory Elements 

Building fabric

Details

Decorative details included gable vents, shutters, tiled 
niches, wrought iron, fl ower boxes, fl uted and curved 
parapets, and splayed entrance steps. 

Fences and gates

Fences usually low front hedges or solid stonewalls, 
scalloped timber pickets or palings, or crimple wire 
mesh post and rails.

For more information: 

Phone: 5434 6355
Email: planningenquiries@bendigo.vic.gov.au
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/heritage

Also available in this series:
1. Introduction
2. Miners’ Cottages Style
3. Bendigo Boom / Victorian Style
4. Federation Style
5. Inter-War Style
6. Additions & Alterations
7. Subdivision

8. Car Parking
9. External Paint & Finishes
10. Fences
11. Demolition
12. Solar Energy Facilities 
 & Domestic Service Units
13. Infi ll Development
14. Glossary
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Why is it signifi cant?

Inter-War style is historically signifi cant for the collection of 20th century buildings that show an optimism and 
confi dence in the future at a time of rural depopulation, government intervention and suburbanisation. 

Inter-War style was architecturally and aesthetically signifi cant for its universal eclecticism, combining styles such as 
American Spanish Mission, Californian Bungalow, Italian Mediterranean, Arts and Crafts, Georgian Revival, Art Deco as 
well as streamline Modernism. Features from styles for hot climates were creatively adapted for the inland heat of the 
central Victoria region.

Inter-War style is socially and historically signifi cant for the substantial investment in the provincial building industry 
trade and skills.

Victoria’s Historical Themes

• Peopling Victoria’s places and landscapes

• Promoting settlement

• Building towns, cities and the garden state

• Marking signifi cant phases

Contributory Elements 

Setting

Setting and location

Inter-War housing development occurred in small groups 
of infi ll sites and in new subdivisions along main roads. 
Suburbs were created in picturesque layouts with cull 
de sacs and wide grassy verges.

Gardens and outbuildings

Gardens featured lawns, curved paths, rustic gates, 
patios, pergolas, and rockeries, and planted with 
perennials, shrubs, fruit trees, succulents and palms. 
Garages were common and set back and separate 
from the house.
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Contributory Elements 

Form

Roofs and chimneys

Roofs were simple and low with deep eaves, made with 
terracotta roof pantiles, or concrete or multi-coloured 
Marseille tiles and metal roof sheeting. Chimneys 
were often massive and roughcast.

Scale

Bungalows were compact with low horizontal forms but 
half a storey attic houses were also popular. Two storey 
mansions were built in Spanish Mission mixed with 
Mediterranean styles.

Windows and doors

Box timber casement windows were common, with 
bay or Georgian windows, concrete lintels, and leadlight 
features often in Art Deco Style. Doors were rustic with 
glass panels and wire screens.

Verandahs and posts

Wide verandahs with masonry piers and pillars bear 
low gables in Californian bungalows. Spanish Mission 
porches have arched loggias, barley sugar columns or 
Italian Renaissance arches.

Building fabric

Material and fi nishes

Materials included special coloured clinker brick, earthen, stone or concrete, rough edged weatherboards that were oil 
or creosote stained. Wall paint colours were stone, white and creams.
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