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Design Guidelines

Objectives

• To ensure that car accommodation, including open parks, carports and garages, and car access points do not 
dominate or affect the signifi cance of the heritage place.

• To encourage car parking to be located at the rear or to the side of the building, at least 1 metre behind the 
primary façade.

• To ensure that the location, bulk, form, materials and appearance of the structure does not dominate the 
contributory elements of a heritage place

Rear lane

Preferred siting for garages and carports.Preferred siting for garages and carports.

Siting

• Where possible new car parking structures should be 
setback a minimum of 1 metre from the front building 
line (primary façade with main entry); in the case 
of miners’ cottages a larger setback of 3 metres is 
appropriate.

• Where possible, side street or rear laneway access 
should be utilised in preference to front access.

• Where a car parking structure has access from a rear 
lane, it may be required to be set in from the property 
boundary to allow clear view of pedestrians, safe entry and exit and conservation of stone and brick gutters.

• Where it is not possible to site a new structure behind the front building line, or it is likely to become a dominant 
feature in the streetscape, an open parking space to the side of the property is preferred. Car spaces directly in front 
of the heritage building are not supported.

• Where possible, carports and/or garages should be freestanding and should not block views (from the public realm) 
of any contributory elements.

A ccess

• Existing access points should be used where possible; 
more than one access point per allotment is discouraged.

• Where a new crossover and driveway is introduced 
they should be located to the side or rear of the 
building, and be no more than one car width 
wide (about 3 metres), widening out within the 
allotment for double car parks if necessary.

• Where crossovers affect bluestone or red brick 
gutters, they should be designed to ensure the 
gutter is conserved or can be reinstated.

Crossover and access at the side of the building; an open car 
parking space may be the best option in some situations.
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• New structures should be proportionately smaller in scale than the dwelling.

• New structures should be set under the eaves of the dwelling (the eaves of the heritage place should not be cut 
into). Existing chimneys should be retained.

• New structures should be clad in similar materials to that of the dwelling and/or painted to match the heritage place. 

• New structures should have a simple skillion, hipped, gable or fl at roof. 

• New structures should be a separate visual entity. Continuing an existing wall without a break or change of material 
to form a garage is not appropriate, unless located at the rear of the dwelling.

• New structures should be of simple design as to not dominate the street façade (designs that copy the heritage 
details should be avoided) and not use elaborate ornamentation.

• Materials and design of new driveways should be sympathetic to the heritage place; central grass strips or similar 
treatments are encouraged.

• Where there is an existing garage that is original to the house and is contributory to the house’s signifi cance, it 
should be retained.

Form, design and materials

Simple car parking structures 
that don’t dominate the streetscape.

New car parking structures that are smaller in scale 
than the dwelling, recessed, set under the eaves 

and have a simple gable roof.

For more information: 

Phone: 5434 6355
Email: planningenquiries@bendigo.vic.gov.au
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/heritage
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