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Design Guidelines

Objectives

• To encourage the use of external paint colours and treatments that are consistent with the period of the place.

• To encourage retention of external treatments that contribute to the signifi cance of the place including unpainted 
masonry surfaces and historic signs.

• To encourage the sensitive removal of paint from originally unpainted masonry surfaces where appropriate.

Design Advice

• Unpainted original surfaces e.g. stone, render, brickwork and some timber, should not be painted, 
rendered over or reclad with new material.

• Careful removal of paint from original face brick, stonewalls and render is encouraged where it will not damage 
or alter the underlying surface. Historic signs should be retained.

• Paint removal should be undertaken by a professional in the fi eld to avoid damage to underlying materials 
and surfaces. Sandblasting should not be carried out.

• Previously painted surfaces should be painted in compatible materials and colours that refl ect the original 
architectural style (See paint guidelines over page).

• Paint colours should preferably be appropriate to the style and period of the place, as use of colours changed 
over time. The traditional colour range includes light colours of stone, buff and pale cream, as well as light and 
dark greens, deep browns, deep reds, purple browns, while black was generally not used until after 1945. 
A paint “scrape” or investigation of the paint layers can be used to reveal the colours particular to a place 
and can result in a more interesting and authentic colour scheme.

• Old black and white photographs can often help in establishing where lighter and darker tones were applied, 
and which materials were used. 

• Preservative materials or lime wash may be applied for the purpose of conservation (speak to the City of 
Greater Bendigo Heritage Advisor for expert advice).

• Expert advice should be sought for the conservation of render, stucco detail, unusual surfaces and complex 
buildings and treatments.
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For more information: 

Phone: 5434 6355
Email: planningenquiries@bendigo.vic.gov.au
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/heritage

Also available in this series:
1. Introduction
2. Miners’ Cottages Style
3. Bendigo Boom / Victorian Style
4. Federation Style
5. Inter-War Style
6. Additions & Alterations
7. Subdivision

8. Car Parking
9. External Paint & Finishes
10. Fences
11. Demolition
12. Solar Energy Facilities 
 & Domestic Service Units
13. Infi ll Development
14. Glossary

Further information

Colour Schemes for Old Australian Houses and More Colour Schemes for Old Australian Houses, Ian Evans, Clive 
Lucas and Ian Stapleton, The Flannel Flower Press, reprinted 2004 and Australian House Styles by Maisy Stapleton 
and Ian Stapleton, The Flannel Flower Press, reprinted 2010.   

Wall Colours: Unpainted brick, render or stone should be left unpainted. Render and roughcast should be painted 
in off-white, pale creams or light pastels. Weatherboards should be stained or painted in natural colours including 
off-white, soft browns, greens and some pastels. Half timbering in gables should be painted to match timber trims. 
Downpipes should be painted to match the wall colour behind.

Joinery Colours: Generally window and door joinery were the same colour, commonly dark browns and greens or 
the full range of creams, butter, pearl, ivory and off-whites, greys, pale ochres, pastel colours, with highlights in brighter 
shades of green, black, red or dusky pink. 

Roofs: Multi-coloured or mottled brown and red tiles or grey slate, painted red, grey or green corrugated iron.

Fascia and Gutters: Generally the same as the roof colours.

Paint Guidelines

Inter-War – Colours

Heritage Design Guidelines August 2015
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Wall Colours: Unpainted brick or stone should be left unpainted. Already painted stone walls may be painted off-white 
with earthern tints, e.g. iron oxide, yellow ochre colours. Weatherboard colours are generally cream, buff or light stone. 
The use of deeper tones of the same hue for trim and openings is appropriate. Downpipes should be painted to match 
the wall colour behind.

Joinery Colours: Generally deep contrasting colours, deep browns, Indian red, purple browns and dark green.

Roofs: Generally natural iron or iron painted rich red, deep green or slate colours.

Fascia and Gutters: Generally the same or similar colours as the joinery.

Lacework: While cast iron verandah posts were not used on miners cottages, lacework was sometimes added to 
timber verandah posts. Often darker colours, usually deep reds and greens, but sometimes mid tones or even lighter 
colours were used.

Fences: Light colour to match house.

Paint Guidelines

Miners’ Cottages – Colours
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Federation – Colours

Wall Colours: Unpainted brick, render or stone should be left unpainted. Painted render should be painted in off-
whites or pale creams. Weatherboards should be painted in pale browns, pale buff to mid-browns and rich ochres. 
Half timbering in gables was usually picked out against roughcast in dark browns, reds, blue greys, or greens. 
Downpipes should be painted to match the wall colour behind. 

Joinery Colours: Generally window and door joinery were the same colour. Commonly colours were strong rich 
browns, reds and greens with lighter creams and off-whites, deeper tawny colours including olive, red oxide, buff, deep 
ochres as well as a combination of pale and dark greens.

Roofs: Generally slate or terracotta Marseille tiles. Corrugated steel roofs were left unpainted, or painted a terra cotta 
red to look like the terra cotta tiles which were the height of fashion. Slate roofs usually had terra cotta ridge and fi nials.

Fascia and Gutters: Generally the same or similar colours as the joinery. 

Paint Guidelines

Bendigo Boom – Colours

Wall Colours: Unpainted brick, render or stone should be left unpainted. Weatherboard colours are generally cream, 
light green or light stone with some use of deeper tones of the same hue for trim and openings. Red or brown bricks, 
with white or cream bricks at corners. Painted render or stucco should be painted in a colour that imitates the colour of 
the natural render. Block weatherboards should be painted in similar colours to weatherboards. Joins can be painted in 
light colour such as cream (to replicate stonework). Downpipes should be painted to match the wall colour behind. 

Joinery Colours: Generally deeper colours, rich browns, Indian and Venetian reds, purple brown, and dark greens. 
Can also use light creams and greens for window sashes, frames, door panels and trim. 

Roofs: Generally natural corrugated iron, or iron painted rich red or deep green. Creams used to create a stripe on 
the verandahs with the joinery colour and were used even when the roof was unpainted. Stripes were the width of a 
corrugated iron sheet. Pale green underneath verandahs.

Fascia and Gutters: Generally the same or similar colours as the joinery.

Cast Iron and Verandah Posts: Usually painted dark green or red with elements picked out in lighter colours. 
Occasionally painted in lighter colours. Chamfered corners on wooden posts usually lighter or darker than the post as 
were bracket mouldings.

Lacework: Often darker colours, usually deep reds and greens, but sometimes mid tones or even lighter colours were 
used 

Fences: Generally light coloured to match dwelling weatherboards or trims.
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Federation – Colours

Wall Colours: Unpainted brick, render or stone should be left unpainted. Painted render should be painted in off-
whites or pale creams. Weatherboards should be painted in pale browns, pale buff to mid-browns and rich ochres. 
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