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Minerva Heritage: Marong Heritage Citations 2018   
 
METHODOLOGY AND RECOMMENDATION FOR INVESTIGATION OF THE 

COBB AND CO STABLES AT CAMPBELL’S ARGYLE INN 
 

These citations have been prepared for the City of Greater Bendigo for potential inclusion in the 
Marong Structure Plan. 

During the development of the Marong Structure Plan 13 sites were identified by Council staff 
as possibly meeting the criteria for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay Table in the 
City of Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 

Minerva Heritage were engaged to assess these properties and produce Heritage Citations for any 
that met the threshold for inclusion in the City of Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 

All sites were visited in January 2018, they were inspected and photographed from outside the 
property boundaries.  

The methodology adopted in the assessment of the properties followed a standard approach for 
such studies as outlined below.  

Oversight: The project was overseen by Dr Dannielle Orr, Heritage Planner with the City of 
Greater Bendigo 

Guiding Documents: The principles of the Burra Charter (2013), Australia ICOMOS 
(International Council on Monuments and Sites) informed the assessment of the sites.  

The methodology was also informed by the Victoria Planning Provision (VPP) Practice Note, 
Applying the Heritage Overlay (1999), which provides guidance on what should be included in 
the Heritage Overlay and the criteria to be used in determining significance. The criteria were 
amended to reflect the level of significance required to meet the threshold at a local level. 

The City of Greater Bendigo Framework of Historical Themes was utilised and where the 
properties aligned with a theme these were recorded in the documents. 

Limitations: Properties were examined from public land only and, while this was satisfactory in 
most cases, some views of buildings were partially obscured by vegetation or fences. In some 
cases earlier real estate web sites provided alternative views of the properties as did Google Earth 
and Google Street View, while these were helpful it is acknowledged that conditions may have 
altered since the images were obtained. 

Research was also limited to a degree by the structure of the Marong Rate Books. Rate books are 
available from 1864 to 1964, however these are arranged by township and alphabetically by the 
ratepayer’s name and they very rarely, particularly prior to the mid 1920s, reference the location 
of the rated property making it almost impossible to follow changes of ownership or to 
determine when a dwelling was erected on an allotment using this source alone. All titles to all 
sites were obtained and, using these to determine ownership, it was possible to gather more 
information from the rate books. It was also noted that not all properties appeared in the 
relevant year rate book or in the correct name. 

Historic Research: The past studies of the area, draft study by Ward, 1994, final study by Ward 
et al, 1999 and the 2011 Heritage Policy Citations Review by Lovell Chen were referenced as 
were a number of local histories. As is not uncommon, a number of factual inaccuracies and or 
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contradictions were found in the data, so research was conducted using primary sources to 
determine historical accuracy as far as possible. 

Recommendation: Based on the research, assessment against criteria and physical inspection a 
recommendation has been made indicating whether the property should or should not be 
included in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay Table in the City of Greater Bendigo Planning 
Scheme. 
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12 LESLIE ST, MARONG 
Site: 12 Leslie St, Marong, 3515 

Building Type:  Residential- Weatherboard Miners’ Cottage 

Intactness: Good 

Inspection Date: 5 January, 2018- external from street only 

Zoning: TZ (Township Zone)  

Heritage Overlays: None  

Other Overlays: DP06 Development Plan Overlay Schedule 6 

Heritage Study: Recommended for further investigation in the 1994 Marong Heritage Study. 

Year of Construction: 1905, with later additions 

Significance:  Local 

Recommendation: That 12 Leslie Street Marong be included in the Schedule to the Heritage 
Overlay Table in the City of Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 

Extent of overlay: Current property boundary 

 

Figure 1 Curtilage of proposed overlay 12 Leslie Street Marong outlined in red. Image: Google Earth 2018

  

Figure 2 Property boundary outlined in red
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SITE CITATION 
 

NAME  
Former Cocks’ Dairy 

IMAGES 

 

Figure 3: 12 Leslie St from the front gate. 

    

Figure 4: View of front wall from street. 
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Figure 5: Landry's original block . Town of Marong Plan Dept Lands and Survey 1931. 

 

 

Figure 6: Aerial view in 1948. Image: Huntly C4 Aerial Survey Victoria 1948. State Library Victoria. 

 
ADDRESS OF PROPERTY 
12 Leslie Street, Marong, 3515 

DESCRIPTION 
Number 12 Leslie Street is a turn of the century weatherboard clad miners’ cottage. The main 
body of the house has two forward facing gables clad with corrugated galvanised iron with a 
skillion roof to the rear. Originally, when the block was much larger before subdivision, the 
cottage may have faced north with the current street frontage being the side wall. A 1948 aerial 
photograph does not show the current skillion additions to the rear of the building. One original 
chimney is extant which, by design and location, was likely to have been associated with the 
original kitchen. The original double hung sash windows either side of this fireplace and a door 
are also located on the south wall, which would have been the back of the house. The original 
verandah has been replaced with a straight roofed later replacement with steel posts that 
encircles the house. The northern facing section of this verandah has been enclosed and 
incorporated into the main house. The front windows and door appear to have been installed in 
the 1920s/1930s. This could have been when the orientation of the building was changed to face 
the west. The original cottage, constructed 1905, was a typical miners cottage, and was probably 
similar to 13 Cathcart St Marong building. 
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INTACTNESS 
12 Leslie Street is relatively intact retaining its original roof form, cladding and chimney. The 
original verandah has been replaced with a wrap-around style utilising round steel posts, timber 
and corrugated iron set on a straight pitch. The northern verandah has been enclosed and 
incorporated into the main house. The western (now front) windows and door were possibly 
inserted when the orientation of the house was changed, or have been replaced with a later 
~1930s style. Some original elements remain, with some later additions dating from 1920s to 
more recently. 

HISTORY 

TOWN  

The township of Marong is situated on Bullock Creek, about 15 km west south west of Bendigo 
CBD. The area was home to the Dja Dja Wurrung people for millennia before the arrival of the 
European explorers Major Thomas Mitchell and Edward John Eyre in the 1830s, followed by 
pastoralists in search of land to settle on with their flocks and herds.  

One of the earliest settlers in the region, Donald Campbell, arrived in Australia from Scotland in 
the 1830s. Campbell’s Argyle Inn opened about one kilometre south of the present town of 
Marong in October 1846. In July 1848 he advertised that The Argyle Hotel was offering 
accommodation with good stabling and secure bullock yards. This complex of buildings was 
situated about one kilometre south of the now township of Marong, and the red brick stables 
survive. They were used by Cobb and Co for changing of horses until 19241. The buildings are 
shown on a survey of the area by W S Urquhart in 1852.  

In October 1848 Campbell applied for a lease of over 51 000 acres with an estimated carrying 
capacity of 8 000 sheep and named it the Bullock Creek run. In 1852 the discovery of gold 
resulted in large numbers of miners from Bendigo and Eaglehawk bringing their wash dirt to 
Bullock Creek due to a lack of water in those localities.2 The first proper survey of the area was 
carried out in 1852 by W S Urquhart, and his work was continued by Richard Larritt including 
laying out plans for future population centres, including Marong township in 1855. By 1857 a 
number of town blocks in the Marong Township Reserve had been taken up at Crown Land 
Sales.  

The Marong School first opened in 1859 in a brick building paid for by the local inhabitants and 
erected by James Wait. Mr. James Barling was the first headmaster. Some of the original building 
was replaced in 1938, but a part still survives3. In 1861 36 dwellings were recorded in Marong, 
only twenty of which had two rooms or more. The Marong Roads District, which initially 
included Eaglehawk, was proclaimed in 1861, becoming the Shire of Marong in 1864. The seat 
of local Government within the Shire was at Lockwood until the new Shire Hall was built in 
Marong in 1908. In 1865 the population of the township itself was about 50, with about 5,500 
people in the Shire of Marong4, which included a number of towns including Kangaroo Flat, 

                                                 
1 Thomas, J. 1999. The Century of Change History of Marong and District, self published,  p.32 
2 Hopkins, R 1985, Moving Forward, Looking Back, The History of the Marong Shire, Shire of Marong, p. 13. 

3 Century of Change , p. 7, 8 
4 5 Victorian Government Gazette: 29 – 25/02/1861, 98 – 29/06/1861, 178 – 06/12/1861, 98 – 
04/08/1865, and 06/08/1869). 
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Lockwood, Bridgewater and Raywood. Marong, and the surrounding district was a thriving 
mining centre in the early part of the 20th Century with a population of 578 people recorded in 
the 1911 census5. This number had fallen to 400 in 1933 and remained slightly below that figure 
ever since. 

In 1867 rich finds were discovered at Marong Deep Lead, and the first deep shaft was opened at 
Lovie’s lead at the nearby Wilson’s Reef, only about 2 km west of Marong. The township of 
Wilson’s Hill which grew there was originally laid out as the Village of Darook as it appears on  
the 1887 map of Marong6. Few traces remain of what would have been a substantial settlement. 
A new school was built there in 1877 with an enrolment of 80 pupils declining to 30 by 1903 and 
closing in 19087. The Wilson’s Reef mining area is now a reserve. In 1868 about 30 claims were 
being worked at Marong’s first gully. Further discoveries at Duke’s Flat and Whaler’s Hill 
Leichardt in 1868 meant that about 1,000 miners were working in the Marong district8. Mining 
remained profitable into the early 1900s, then declined. During the depression years of the 1930s 
mining areas were turned over again. Many other towns and settlements in the Marong Shire also 
dwindled with the decline of mining, and once thriving places such as Lockwood and Myers Flat 
never recovered. 

The railway from Sandhurst to Inglewood passed through Marong in 1875. The station building 
is no longer extant, but a timber trestle railway bridge over the Bullock Creek near the Shire hall 
remains. In its heyday Marong had three churches, seven hotels, and various businesses including 
bakeries, butchers, general stores, a dairy, a bootmaker and a blacksmith. The township received 
electricity in 1950, the farms in 1953. Never a large town, a 1948 aerial photo9 shows many 
vacant blocks in the township of Marong. Little had changed in a 1972 aerial photo10. There have 
been some new subdivisions and developments in recent years. Few early residential buildings 
remain intact in the town, the Victorian weatherboard cottage built in 1882 by James Barling 
being an example. The remaining cottages are representative of those that were in not only 
Marong, but the other nearby townships such as Wilson’s Hill and Lockwood which are no 
longer extant. 

There are existing Heritage Overlays in Marong on the Shire Hall (HO 559), the School 
(HO560), St Patricks Catholic Church and Presbytery (HO566), Holy Trinity Anglican Church 
(HO 565), the Presbyterian Church (HO564) and the Marong Hotel (HO563). There are no 
existing overlays on residential properties in the township of Marong, other than the Presbytery 
and stables included in HO566. 

PLACE 

The double gable roofed cottage at 12 Leslie St is situated on land purchased by William Landry 
of Marong at a Crown Land Sale on 26 August 1870, being Suburban Allotment One A, of two 
acres, three roods and twenty four perches in area, for the sum of £15.  

                                                 
5 http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/marong. Accessed 27/2/2018 
6 Map of Marong, County of Bendigo, Dept of Lands and Survey, Melbourne by J. Noone, 3.6.87. TROVE National 
Library of Australia. 
7 Hopkins, R. 1985,   Moving Forward Looking Back The history of the Marong Shire,  The Shire of Marong Victoria 150th 
Anniversary Committee, Marong. p.108. 
8 Ibid., p. 83 
9 Huntly C4 Aerial Survey Victoria, 1948. State Library of Victoria. 
10 Sheet 7724-4-2 Marong, Division of Survey and Mapping Victoria, 1980, from aerial photos taken January 1972. 
State Library of Victoria 
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In April 1948 the property sold to William James Elvey (Farmer), He died 6 October 1959 with 
Probate granted to William James Elvey of 25 Clark St Bendigo Fitter and McKenzie Rowland 
Elvey of 30 Lethby [sic] St Eaglehawk Cartage Contractor 27 June 1960. 

The land was then subdivided into four lots and George Allen Labourer and Dorothy Marie 
Allen Married Woman both of Maiden Gully purchased Lot 1 which contained the existing 
house on 13 September 1962. 

Few properties from this era remain in Marong. 

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS 
12 Leslie Street is of a similar age and construction to 13 Cathcart Street. Both properties were 
constructed in the first decade of the 20th Century. Both properties were originally sizable blocks 
of an acre or more purchased in the 1870s by locals who appear to have purchased the land on 
speculation as neither property was developed by its original purchaser. 

12 Leslie Street has had some alteration to the form of the house by the enclosure of the 
northern verandah, however this does not significantly reduce the ability to understand the 
original form of the property. Both cottages were typical of miners’ cottages of the 19th and early 
20th centuries. 

These homes were built on a small budget to provide affordable accommodation to the working 
class, who were often miners or associated with mining in some way. They followed a standard 
pattern in that they usually had two bedrooms at the front with a lounge and additional bedroom 
behind under the main roof structure. The kitchen, which was earlier separate from the main 
structure, was often located beneath a skillion roofed extension to the rear of the main rooms as 
was a small bathroom. The laundry was usually located in a separated structure behind this. 

There are a significant number of similar miners cottages in the vicinity of the mining centres in 
Bendigo. The Ironbark Heritage Study identified a number of these and established a serial 
listing, HO99 for the type. Similar examples to 12 Leslie Street can be found at 4 and 12 Quick 
Street Ironbark. 

CITY OF GREATER BENDIGO FRAMEWORK OF HISTORICAL THEMES 
This property is associated with the following historic theme taken from the Greater Bendigo 

Thematic Environmental History (2013): 

6.0 Building towns, cities and the Greater Bendigo area 

ASSESSMENT AGAINST CRITERIA 

HERCON CRITERIA 
Criteria amended from VPP Practice Note ‘Applying the Heritage Overlay’ (September 2012) 

Criterion A – Importance to the course or pattern of the City of Greater Bendigo’s cultural or 
natural history (historical significance). 

The house at 12 Leslie Street Marong, built in 1905 for William Henry Holland demonstrates the 
history of small rural holdings on the edge of small towns. William, generally referred to by his 
middle name Henry, is listed in the rate books as a miner and probably worked in the local 
mines.  The property is of historical significance for its association with William’s son George 
who, whilst underage, enlisted in the 7th Battalion AIF for WWI in August 1914 and was 
awarded the Military Medal in 1918. George was active in his community holding many 
important positions. He was granted the CBE in 1938 and knighted in 1953. 
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In 1922 the property was sold to Christina Cocks, who with her husband William operated a 
small dairy suppling fresh milk to the local community. These small local businesses were 
important to the health of the local population in supplying fresh produce to the local townsfolk. 

Criterion B – Possession of uncommon rare or endangered aspects of the City of City of 
Greater Bendigo’s cultural or natural history (rarity). 

Marong, and the surrounding district was a thriving mining centre in the early part of the 20th 
Century with a population of 578 people recorded in the 1911 census.15 Most of the original 
miners cottages have since been demolished or moved to other locations. The property is a rare 
local example of both a miners cottage and the location of a small town dairy supplying fresh 
produce the local community. 

Criterion C – Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the City 
of Greater Bendigo’s cultural or natural history (research potential). 

N/A 

Criterion D – Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural or 

natural places and environments (representativeness). 

N/A 

Criterion E – Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 

N/A 

Criterion F – Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement at 
a particular period (technical significance). 

N/A 

Criterion G - Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for 
social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to Indigenous 
peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social significance). 

N/A 

Criterion H - Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 

importance in the City of Greater Bendigo’s history (associative significance). 

N/A 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

What is Significant 

The original form of the property at 12 Leslie Street Marong is significant to the City of Greater 
Bendigo. The current verandah, including the enclosed northern section are not significant. 

How is it significant 

12 Leslie Street Marong is of historical significance (Criterion A) to the City of Greater Bendigo. 
It is also significant due to its rarity (Criterion B) in the local community 

                                                 
15 http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/marong. Accessed 27/2/2018 
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Why is it significant 

The property at 12 Leslie Street, built by William Holland in 1905, is of historical significance to 
the City of Greater Bendigo as an example of a modest miner’s cottage. It is also historically 
significant for its connection to the young George Holland who served in Gallipoli, Egypt and 
France in WWI and received the Military Medal in 1918. He was granted the CBE in 1938 and 
knighted in 1953. During the 1920s and 30s William and Christina Cocks operated a township 
dairy from the property. (Criterion A) 

It is also significant as one of the very few remaining miners cottages from the early 20th Century 
when Marong’s population was at its peak with significant numbers of townsfolk engaged in 
mining activities, and as a rare example of a small town dairy supplying fresh produce to the 
community. (Criterion B) 

Recommendations 

That 12 Leslie Street Marong be included in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay Table in the 
City of Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 

 

External paint controls NO 

Internal alteration controls NO 

Tree controls NO 

Outbuildings and fences not exempt under 
Clause 43.01-3 

NO 

Included on the Victorian Heritage Register 
under the Heritage Act 2017 

NO 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  

 

NO 
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13 CATHCART ST, MARONG 
Site: 13 Cathcart St, Marong, 3515 

Building Type:  Residential- Weatherboard Miners Cottage 

Intactness: Good 

Inspection Date: 5 January, 2018- external from street only 

Zoning: TZ (Township Zone)  

Heritage Overlays: None 

Other Overlays: DP06 Development Plan Overlay Schedule 6 

Heritage Study: Recommended for further investigation in the 1994 Marong Heritage Study. 

Year of Construction: ca. 1910 with outbuilding 

Significance:  Local 

Recommendation: That 13 Cathcart Street Marong be included in the Schedule to the Heritage 
Overlay Table in the City of Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 

Extent of overlay: Current property boundary 

 

Figure 1: Curtilage of proposed overlay 13 Cathcart Street Marong. Image: Google Earth  

 

Figure 2 Property boundary outlined in red 
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SITE CITATION 

IMAGES  

  

Figure 3: View from north east Cathcart St. 

 

Figure 4: View from south east 

 

Figure 5: Close up of south chimney 
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Figure 6: North wall and chimney 

  

Figure 7: Outbuilding 

 

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY 
13 Cathcart Street, Marong, 3515 

DESCRIPTION 
The cottage was constructed in a vernacular style in 1910, and is typical of miners or workers 
cottages of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. It is situated on its original one acre allotment. It 
has two gable roofs set one behind the other, with a rear skillion. Two original brick chimneys 
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are extant. The cottage is currently clad in modern replica weatherboards, but the originals may 
well survive underneath. The roofs are of painted corrugated galvanised steel, and probably 
original. The original ogee gutter is extant on the front gable, and an original rain head survives 
at either end of the valley.  

It has a replacement four posted front verandah with a concrete floor and bull nosed iron roof. 
The cottage is likely to originally have had a similar verandah, however with timber posts and 
floor. The current verandah posts are of square section steel. The cottage itself sits on timber 
stumps. The cottage retains its original front door and front double hung sash windows, and an 
original double hung sash window on the southern wall. The north wall windows are obscured 
by awnings, but may be altered from the original double hung sash type.  

The north side brick chimney has a base of stone with brick corners, as is fairly common in the 
Bendigo region. It is likely to have been the kitchen chimney. The top few courses of the stack 
are missing, otherwise the chimney appears to be intact. The south chimney is included within 
the building, and the stack is intact as far as can be seen. The building itself appears to be sound, 
as far as can be ascertained, and retains its original form and characteristic elements typical of 
this type of housing.  

The outbuilding is probably from around the same date as the house, maybe a little later. It is a 
vernacular building constructed of timber poles with a corrugated iron roof and has a gabled 
section to the north, with a flat roofed extension to the south. Outbuildings of this type 
associated with their original cottage are becoming increasingly rare 

INTACTNESS 
Good. Apart from the replacement verandah and recent wall cladding, there appear to be few 
modern alterations. The cottage retains its original form with little change to the principal 
elevations, and is a good representation of a miners style cottage with a double gabled roof. It 
retains an original timber and corrugated iron outbuilding. 

 

HISTORY 

TOWN  

The township of Marong is situated on Bullock Creek, about 15 km west south west of Bendigo 
CBD. The area was home to the Dja Dja Wurrung people for millennia before the arrival of the 
European explorers Major Thomas Mitchell and Edward John Eyre in the 1830s, followed by 
pastoralists in search of land to settle on with their flocks and herds.  

One of the earliest settlers in the region, Donald Campbell, arrived in Australia from Scotland in 
the 1830s. Campbell’s Argyle Inn opened about one kilometre south of the present town of 
Marong in October 1846. In July 1848 he advertised that The Argyle Hotel was offering 
accommodation with good stabling and secure bullock yards. This complex of buildings was 
situated about one kilometre south of the now township of Marong, and the red brick stables 
survive. They were used by Cobb and Co for changing of horses until 19241. The buildings are 
shown on a survey of the area by W S Urquhart in 1852.  

In October 1848 Campbell applied for a lease of over 51 000 acres with an estimated carrying 

                                                 
1 Thomas, J. 1999. The Century of Change History of Marong and District, self published,  p.32 
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capacity of 8 000 sheep and named it the Bullock Creek run. In 1852 the discovery of gold 
resulted in large numbers of miners from Bendigo and Eaglehawk bringing their wash dirt to 
Bullock Creek due to a lack of water in those localities.2 The first proper survey of the area was 
carried out in 1852 by W S Urquhart, and his work was continued by Richard Larritt including 
laying out plans for future population centres, including Marong township in 1855. By 1857 a 
number of town blocks in the Marong Township Reserve had been taken up at Crown Land 
Sales.  

The Marong School first opened in 1859 in a brick building paid for by the local inhabitants and 
erected by James Wait. Mr. James Barling was the first headmaster. Some of the original building 
was replaced in 1938, but a part still survives3. In 1861 36 dwellings were recorded in Marong, 
only twenty of which had two rooms or more. The Marong Roads District, which initially 
included Eaglehawk, was proclaimed in 1861, becoming the Shire of Marong in 1864. The seat 
of local Government within the Shire was at Lockwood until the new Shire Hall was built in 
Marong in 1908. In 1865 the population of the township itself was about 50, with about 5,500 
people in the Shire of Marong4, which included a number of towns including Kangaroo Flat, 
Lockwood, Bridgewater and Raywood. Marong, and the surrounding district was a thriving 
mining centre in the early part of the 20th Century with a population of 578 people recorded in 
the 1911 census5. This number had fallen to 400 in 1933 and remained slightly below that figure 
ever since. 

In 1867 rich finds were discovered at Marong Deep Lead, and the first deep shaft was opened at 
Lovie’s lead at the nearby Wilson’s Reef, only about 2 km west of Marong. The township of 
Wilson’s Hill which grew there was originally laid out as the Village of Darook as it appears on  
the 1887 map of Marong6. Few traces remain of what would have been a substantial settlement. 
A new school was built there in 1877 with an enrolment of 80 pupils declining to 30 by 1903 and 
closing in 19087. The Wilson’s Reef mining area is now a reserve. In 1868 about 30 claims were 
being worked at Marong’s first gully. Further discoveries at Duke’s Flat and Whaler’s Hill 
Leichardt in 1868 meant that about 1,000 miners were working in the Marong district8. Mining 
remained profitable into the early 1900s, then declined. During the depression years of the 1930s 
mining areas were turned over again. Many other towns and settlements in the Marong Shire also 
dwindled with the decline of mining, and once thriving places such as Lockwood and Myers Flat 
never recovered. 

The railway from Sandhurst to Inglewood passed through Marong in 1875. The station building 
is no longer extant, but a timber trestle railway bridge over the Bullock Creek near the Shire hall 
remains. In its heyday Marong had three churches, seven hotels, and various businesses including 
bakeries, butchers, general stores, a dairy, a bootmaker and a blacksmith. The township received 

                                                 
2 Hopkins, R 1985, Moving Forward, Looking Back, The History of the Marong Shire, Shire of Marong, p. 13. 

3 Century of Change , p. 7, 8 
4 5 Victorian Government Gazette: 29 – 25/02/1861, 98 – 29/06/1861, 178 – 06/12/1861, 98 – 
04/08/1865, and 06/08/1869). 
5 http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/marong. Accessed 27/2/2018 
6 Map of Marong, County of Bendigo, Dept of Lands and Survey, Melbourne by J. Noone, 3.6.87. TROVE National 
Library of Australia. 
7 Hopkins, R. 1985,   Moving Forward Looking Back The history of the Marong Shire,  The Shire of Marong Victoria 150th 
Anniversary Committee, Marong. p.108. e 
8 Ibid., p. 83 
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COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS 
Properties of this basic design from the turn of the century are known within the City of 
Bendigo but quite rare in Marong, there being only one other example at 12 Leslie Street.  

A number of examples of this type, such as those to be found at 4 and 12 Quick Street Ironbark 
were identified during the Ironbark Heritage Study 2010 and form part of the serial listing of 
miners cottages covered by HO999.  

These homes were built on a small budget to provide affordable accommodation to the working 
class, who were often miners or associated with mining in some way. They followed a standard 
pattern in that they usually had two bedrooms at the front with a living room and additional 
bedroom behind under the main roof structure. The kitchen, which was earlier separate from the 
main structure, was often located beneath a skillion roofed extension to the rear of the main 
rooms as was a small bathroom. The laundry was usually located in a separate structure behind 
this. 

CITY OF GREATER BENDIGO FRAMEWORK OF HISTORICAL THEMES 
This property is associated with the following historic theme taken from the Greater Bendigo 

Thematic Environmental History (2013): 

6.0 Building towns, cities and the Greater Bendigo area. 

ASSESSMENT AGAINST CRITERIA 

HERCON CRITERIA 
Criteria amended from VPP Practice Note ‘Applying the Heritage Overlay’ (September 2012) 

Criterion A – Importance to the course or pattern of the City of Greater Bendigo’s cultural or 
natural history (historical significance). 

The small cottage at 13 Cathcart Street Marong is one of the very few remaining miners’ cottages 
in Marong. Its double gable design is typical of the basic construction methods utilised to 
provide affordable housing to many miners on the goldfields. The dominant mining precinct in 
the area was located to the south west of Marong at Wilsons Hill. Most local miners lived close 
to the mines with a few residing in Marong township. Small miners’ cottages such as this 
example remind us of the lives of turn of the century miners who, on relatively low wages, raised 
large families in small affordable cottages.  

Criterion B – Possession of uncommon rare or endangered aspects of the City of City of 
Greater Bendigo’s cultural or natural history (rarity). 

Marong, and the surrounding district was a thriving mining centre in the early part of the 20th 
Century with a population of 578 people in 1911. Most of the original miners’ cottages have 
since been demolished or moved making 13 Cathcart Street a rare example of the type in 
Marong.  

Criterion C – Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the City 
of Greater Bendigo’s cultural or natural history (research potential). 

N/A 
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Criterion D – Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural or 

natural places and environments (representativeness). 

13 Cathcart Street is a good representative example of small miners’ cottages in rural areas from 
the late 19th and early 20th C. Number 13 is unusual as it retains its vernacular outbuilding.  

Criterion E – Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 

N/A 

Criterion F – Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement at 
a particular period (technical significance). 

N/A 

Criterion G - Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for 
social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to Indigenous 
peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social significance). 

N/A 

Criterion H - Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 

importance in the City of Greater Bendigo’s history (associative significance). 

N/A 

 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

What is Significant 

The property at 13 Cathcart Street Marong with its double gable roofed small miners’ cottage 
and outbuilding built for Frederick William Rae in 1910 is significant.  

How is it significant 

13 Cathcart Street is a rare example of a small miners’ cottage in Marong. It is historically 
significant and a good representative example of its type. 

Why is it significant 

The double gabled corrugated iron roofed miners’ cottage with its skillion extension to the rear 
at 13 Cathcart Street is one of a very few examples of its type, and miners’ residences in general, 
remaining in Marong. The dominant mining precinct in the area was located to the south west of 
Marong at Wilsons Hill. Most local miners lived close to the mines with a few residing in Marong 
township. Small miners’ cottages such as this example remind us of the lives of turn of the 
century mines who, on relatively low wages, raised large families in small affordable cottages. 
(Criteria A) 

Marong, and the surrounding district was a thriving mining centre in the early part of the 20th 
Century with a population of 578 people in 1911. Most of the original miners’ cottages have 
since been demolished or moved, and 13 Cathcart is one of very few extant cottages of the type 
left in Marong. (Criteria B) 
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13 Cathcart Street is, with the exception of its later concrete verandah floor, an intact 
representative example of a turn of the century miners cottage located on a sizable block of land. 
(Criteria D) 

Recommendations 

That 13 Cathcart Street Marong be included in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay Table in the 
City of Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 

External paint controls NO 

Internal alteration controls NO 

Tree controls NO 

Outbuildings and fences not exempt under 
Clause 43.01-3 

YES 

Included on the Victorian Heritage Register 
under the Heritage Act 2017 

NO 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  

 

NO 
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19 CATHCART ST, MARONG 
Site: 19 Cathcart Street, Marong, 3515 

Building Type: Residential-  Weatherboard Miners’ Cottage 

Intactness: Good 

Inspection Date: 5 January, 2018- external from street only 

Zoning: TZ (Township Zone ) 

Heritage Overlays: None 

Other Overlays: DP06 Development Plan Overlay Schedule 6 

Heritage Study: Recommended for further investigation in the 1994 Marong Heritage Study. 

Year of Construction: 1904 

Significance:  Local 

Recommendation: That 19 Cathcart Street Marong be included in the Schedule to the Heritage 
Overlay Table in the City of Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 

Extent of overlay: The area bounded by red lines in figure 1 

 

Figure 1 Curtilage of proposed overlay 19 Cathcart Street Marong 

 

Figure 2: 19 Cathcart Street property boundary outlined in red 
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Figure 5: North elevation. 

  

Figure 6: View from the north west showing rear of hip and valley roof and the rear skillion. 

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY 
19 Cathcart Street, Marong, 3515 

DESCRIPTION 
The cottage was constructed in 1904 by Joseph Kenworthy, Miner, of Marong. It is typical of 
basic timber framed weatherboard cottages of its time, commonly housing miners or other 
working class families. It has a symmetrical façade with a central door and pair of double hung 
sash windows, and a verandah with four chamfered timber posts, a straight iron roof and cast 
iron frieze and brackets along the front. The sides of the verandah have a timber valence. The 
cottage proper would have consisted of four rooms with a central hallway between the front two 
rooms leading from the front door. A hip and valley roof covered these four rooms. It was also 
common to have two or more transverse gable roofs on this class of cottage, as can be seen in 
number 13 Cathcart St. The skillion roofed rear addition housed the kitchen, which would have 
had a chimney with a wood burning stove in the side or rear wall. The kitchen chimney is no 
longer extant. Similar cottages were promoted by the Sandhurst Mutual Permanent Investment 
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and Building Society in 19041. There are no extant outbuildings. 

INTACTNESS 
The property is quite intact, retaining its original corrugated iron hip and valley roof, 
weatherboard cladding, symmetrical front façade with two double hung sash windows and 
central door, and verandah. The original verandah floor has been replaced with concrete, and the 
posts now sit on steel stirrups. The red brick chimney is original and intact, but the kitchen 
chimney has been lost, probably when the skillion section was renovated. The windows in the 
north wall have been replaced at a later date. The south wall double hung sash windows are 
original. The original form of the house itself is clearly discernible. The building appears to be in 
sound condition. 

HISTORY 

TOWN 

The township of Marong is situated on Bullock Creek, about 15 km west south west of Bendigo 
CBD. The area was home to the Dja Dja Wurrung people for millennia before the arrival of the 
European explorers Major Thomas Mitchell and Edward John Eyre in the 1830s, followed by 
pastoralists in search of land to settle on with their flocks and herds.  

One of the earliest settlers in the region, Donald Campbell, arrived in Australia from Scotland in 
the 1830s. Campbell’s Argyle Inn opened about one kilometre south of the present town of 
Marong in October 1846. In July 1848 he advertised that The Argyle Hotel was offering 
accommodation with good stabling and secure bullock yards. This complex of buildings was 
situated about one kilometre south of the now township of Marong, and the red brick stables 
survive. They were used by Cobb and Co for changing of horses until 19242. The buildings are 
shown on a survey of the area by W S Urquhart in 1852.  

In October 1848 Campbell applied for a lease of over 51 000 acres with an estimated carrying 
capacity of 8 000 sheep and named it the Bullock Creek run. In 1852 the discovery of gold 
resulted in large numbers of miners from Bendigo and Eaglehawk bringing their wash dirt to 
Bullock Creek due to a lack of water in those localities.3 The first proper survey of the area was 
carried out in 1852 by W S Urquhart, and his work was continued by Richard Larritt including 
laying out plans for future population centres, including Marong township in 1855. By 1857 a 
number of town blocks in the Marong Township Reserve had been taken up at Crown Land 
Sales.  

The Marong School first opened in 1859 in a brick building paid for by the local inhabitants and 
erected by James Wait. Mr. James Barling was the first headmaster. Some of the original building 
was replaced in 1938, but a part still survives4. In 1861 36 dwellings were recorded in Marong, 
only twenty of which had two rooms or more. The Marong Roads District, which initially 
included Eaglehawk, was proclaimed in 1861, becoming the Shire of Marong in 1864. The seat 
of local Government within the Shire was at Lockwood until the new Shire Hall was built in 
Marong in 1908. In 1865 the population of the township itself was about 50, with about 5,500 

                                                 
1 Advertisement, 23rd Yearly Balance, 31st October, 1904, from Mayne, A. 2008. Building the Village: a history of Bendigo 
Bank, Wakefield Press, Kent Town. 
2 Thomas, J. 1999. The Century of Change History of Marong and District, self published,  p.32 
3 Hopkins, R 1985, Moving Forward, Looking Back, The History of the Marong Shire, Shire of Marong, p. 13. 

4 Century of Change , p. 7, 8 
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people in the Shire of Marong5, which included a number of towns including Kangaroo Flat, 
Lockwood, Bridgewater and Raywood. Marong, and the surrounding district was a thriving 
mining centre in the early part of the 20th Century with a population of 578 people recorded in 
the 1911 census6. This number had fallen to 400 in 1933 and remained slightly below that figure 
ever since. 

In 1867 rich finds were discovered at Marong Deep Lead, and the first deep shaft was opened at 
Lovie’s lead at the nearby Wilson’s Reef, only about 2 km west of Marong. The township of 
Wilson’s Hill which grew there was originally laid out as the Village of Darook as it appears on  
the 1887 map of Marong7. Few traces remain of what would have been a substantial settlement. 
A new school was built there in 1877 with an enrolment of 80 pupils declining to 30 by 1903 and 
closing in 19088. The Wilson’s Reef mining area is now a reserve. In 1868 about 30 claims were 
being worked at Marong’s first gully. Further discoveries at Duke’s Flat and Whaler’s Hill 
Leichardt in 1868 meant that about 1,000 miners were working in the Marong district9. Mining 
remained profitable into the early 1900s, then declined. During the depression years of the 1930s 
mining areas were turned over again. Many other towns and settlements in the Marong Shire also 
dwindled with the decline of mining, and once thriving places such as Lockwood and Myers Flat 
never recovered. 

The railway from Sandhurst to Inglewood passed through Marong in 1875. The station building 
is no longer extant, but a timber trestle railway bridge over the Bullock Creek near the Shire hall 
remains. In its heyday Marong had three churches, seven hotels, and various businesses including 
bakeries, butchers, general stores, a dairy, a bootmaker and a blacksmith. The township received 
electricity in 1950, the farms in 1953. Never a large town, a 1948 aerial photo10 shows many 
vacant blocks in the township of Marong. Little had changed in a 1972 aerial photo11. There have 
been some new subdivisions and developments in recent years. Few early residential buildings 
remain intact in the town, the Victorian weatherboard cottage built in 1882 by James Barling 
being an example. The remaining cottages are representative of those that were in not only 
Marong, but the other nearby townships such as Wilson’s Hill and Lockwood which are no 
longer extant. 

There are existing Heritage Overlays in Marong on the Shire Hall (HO 559), the School 
(HO560), St Patricks Catholic Church and Presbytery (HO566), Holy Trinity Anglican Church 
(HO 565), the Presbyterian Church (HO564) and the Marong Hotel (HO563). There are no 
existing overlays on residential properties in the township of Marong, other than the Presbytery 
and stables included in HO566. 

PLACE 
The hip and valley style corrugated iron roofed miners cottage with its skillion extension to the 
rear at 19 Cathcart Street is one of a very few examples of its type, and miners residences 

                                                 
5 5 Victorian Government Gazette: 29 – 25/02/1861, 98 – 29/06/1861, 178 – 06/12/1861, 98 – 
04/08/1865, and 06/08/1869). 
6 http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/marong. Accessed 27/2/2018 
7 Map of Marong, County of Bendigo, Dept of Lands and Survey, Melbourne by J. Noone, 3.6.87. TROVE National 
Library of Australia. 
8 Hopkins, R. 1985, Moving Forward Looking Back The history of the Marong Shire,  The Shire of Marong Victoria 150th 
Anniversary Committee, Marong. p.108. 
9 Ibid., p. 83 
10 Huntly C4 Aerial Survey Victoria, 1948. State Library of Victoria. 
11 Sheet 7724-4-2 Marong, Division of Survey and Mapping Victoria, 1980, from aerial photos taken January 1972. 
State Library of Victoria 
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ASSESSMENT AGAINST CRITERIA 
 

HERCON CRITERIA 
Criteria amended from VPP Practice Note ‘Applying the Heritage Overlay’ (September 2012) 

Criterion A – Importance to the course or pattern of the City of Greater Bendigo’s cultural or 
natural history (historical significance). 

The hip and valley style corrugated iron roofed miners cottage with its skillion extension to the 
rear at 19 Cathcart Street is one of a very few examples of its type, and miners residences in 
general remaining in Marong. The dominant mining precinct in the area was located to the west 
of Marong at Wilsons Hill. Most local miners lived close to the mines with a few residing in 
Marong township. Small miners cottages such as this example remind us of the lives of turn of 
the century miners who, on relatively low wages, raised large families in small affordable 
cottages.  

Criterion B – Possession of uncommon rare or endangered aspects of the City of City of 
Greater Bendigo’s cultural or natural history (rarity). 

Marong, and the surrounding district was a thriving mining centre in the early part of the 20th 
Century with a population of 578 people in 1911. Most of the original miners cottages have since 
been demolished or moved, 19 Cathcart is one of very few extant cottages of the type left in 
Marong. 

Criterion C – Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the City 
of Greater Bendigo’s cultural or natural history (research potential). 

N/A 

Criterion D – Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural or 

natural places and environments (representativeness). 

19 Cathcart Street is representative of small cottages in rural areas from the early 20th C. 

Criterion E – Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 

N/A 

Criterion F – Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement at 
a particular period (technical significance). 

N/A 

 

Criterion G - Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for 
social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to Indigenous 
peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social significance). 

N/A 

Criterion H - Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 

importance in the City of Greater Bendigo’s history (associative significance). 

N/A 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

What is Significant 

The property at 19 Cathcart Street Marong with its hip and valley style roofed small miners’ 
cottage, built for Joseph Kenworthy in 1904 is significant. 

How is it significant 

19 Cathcart Street is a rare example of a miners’ cottage in Marong, it is of historical significance 
and is a good representation of its type. 

Why is it significant 

The hip and valley style corrugated iron roofed miners cottage with its skillion extension to the 
rear at 19 Cathcart Street is one of a very few examples of its type, and miners’ residences in 
general remaining in Marong. The dominant mining precinct in the area was located to the west 
of Marong at Wilsons Hill. Most local miners lived close to the mines with a few residing in 
Marong township. Small miners cottages such as this example remind us of the lives of turn of 
the century mines who, on relatively low wages, raised large families in small affordable cottages. 
(Criteria A) 

Marong, and the surrounding district was a thriving mining centre in the early part of the 20th 
Century with a population of 578 people recorded in the 1911 census. Most of the original 
miners’ cottages have since been demolished or moved, 19 Cathcart is one of very few extant 
cottages of the type left in Marong. (Criteria B) 

19 Cathcart Street is, with the exception of its later concrete verandah floor, an intact 
representative example of a turn of the century miners’ cottage located on a sizable block of 
land. (Criteria D) 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
That 19 Cathcart Street Marong be included in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay Table in the 
City of Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 

 

External paint controls NO 

Internal alteration controls NO 

Tree controls NO 

Outbuildings and fences not exempt under 
Clause 43.01-3 

NO 

Included on the Victorian Heritage Register 
under the Heritage Act 2017 

NO 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  

 

NO 
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25 HIGH ST, MARONG 
Site: 25 High St, Marong, 3515 

Building Type:  Residential – Victorian Villa and shop 

Intactness: Good 

Inspection Date: 5 January, 2018- external from street only 

Zoning:  C1Z (Commercial 1 Zone)  

Heritage Overlays: None  

Other Overlays: None 

Heritage Study: Recommended for further investigation in the 1994 Marong Heritage Study. 

Year of Construction: Ca 1890, moved to current site in 1933, with later additions 

Significance:  Local 

Recommendation: That 25 High Street Marong be included in the Schedule to the Heritage 
Overlay Table in the City of Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 

Extent of overlay: Outlined in white in Figure 1 

 

Figure 1: 25 High Street Marong, proposed overlay outlined in white Image: Google Earth 

             

Figure 2: Property boundary outlined in red. Planning Map.  

    Figure 3: From the 1921 title, 25 High Street outlined in blue. Landata. 
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SITE CITATION 

NAME  
Residence associated with Marong Store.   

IMAGES 

 

Figure 4: 25 High St residence from the east. 

 

 

Figure 5: Eaves brackets, gablet pediment and gablet vent detail. These details seem unique to this house. 
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whereas others form a slightly protruding pediment often over the gutter. The façade is 
symmetrical and includes a six panelled front door with sidelights with a double hung sash 
window either side, also with sidelights. The extant chimney would have served corner fireplaces 
in two rooms, and was reconstructed when the house was moved in 1933. 

INTACTNESS 
Despite being relocated to the site in 1933, and more recently being connected to the rear of the 
new store, with a small extension to the south and a modern front verandah, the house itself is 
remarkably intact. Its original form is still easily read, corrugated iron hip and valley roof with 
pair of gablet roof vents, windows and front door, though the transom window now contains an 
air conditioner. It retains its original weatherboard wall cladding on the front façade at least.   

Of particular note is that the original galvanised iron gablet roof vents are intact, as are all the 
original decorative elements to the front wall of the building including the eave brackets and 
detail within the decorative central gable. The round element in the gable is a cast iron ceiling 
vent which is sometimes seen in gables in Bendigo. The barge boards on the central decorative 
gable seem to be extant but are covered by modern colourbond steel flashing. There may have 
been a decorative wooden or cast iron finial to this feature. 

The chimney was reconstructed at the time of the property’s relocation in 1933. 

PLACE HISTORY 

TOWN  

The township of Marong is situated on Bullock Creek, about 15 km west south west of Bendigo 
CBD. The area was home to the Dja Dja Wurrung people for millennia before the arrival of the 
European explorers Major Thomas Mitchell and Edward John Eyre in the 1830s, followed by 
pastoralists in search of land to settle on with their flocks and herds.  

One of the earliest settlers in the region, Donald Campbell, arrived in Australia from Scotland in 
the 1830s. Campbell’s Argyle Inn opened about one kilometre south of the present town of 
Marong in October 1846. In July 1848 he advertised that The Argyle Hotel was offering 
accommodation with good stabling and secure bullock yards. This complex of buildings was 
situated about one kilometre south of the now township of Marong, and the red brick stables 
survive. They were used by Cobb and Co for changing of horses until 19241. The buildings are 
shown on a survey of the area by W S Urquhart in 1852.  

In October 1848 Campbell applied for a lease of over 51 000 acres with an estimated carrying 
capacity of 8 000 sheep and named it the Bullock Creek run. In 1852 the discovery of gold 
resulted in large numbers of miners from Bendigo and Eaglehawk bringing their wash dirt to 
Bullock Creek due to a lack of water in those localities.2 The first proper survey of the area was 
carried out in 1852 by W S Urquhart, and his work was continued by Richard Larritt including 
laying out plans for future population centres, including Marong township in 1855. By 1857 a 
number of town blocks in the Marong Township Reserve had been taken up at Crown Land 
Sales.  

The Marong School first opened in 1859 in a brick building paid for by the local inhabitants and 
erected by James Wait. Mr. James Barling was the first headmaster. Some of the original building 

                                                 
1 Thomas, J. 1999. The Century of Change History of Marong and District, self published,  p.32 
2 Hopkins, R 1985, Moving Forward, Looking Back, The History of the Marong Shire, Shire of Marong, p. 13. 
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was replaced in 1938, but a part still survives3. In 1861 36 dwellings were recorded in Marong, 
only twenty of which had two rooms or more. The Marong Roads District, which initially 
included Eaglehawk, was proclaimed in 1861, becoming the Shire of Marong in 1864. The seat 
of local Government within the Shire was at Lockwood until the new Shire Hall was built in 
Marong in 1908. In 1865 the population of the township itself was about 50, with about 5,500 
people in the Shire of Marong4, which included a number of towns including Kangaroo Flat, 
Lockwood, Bridgewater and Raywood.  

In 1867 rich finds were discovered at Marong Deep Lead, and the first deep shaft was opened at 
Lovie’s lead at the nearby Wilson’s Reef, only about 2 km west of Marong. The township of 
Wilson’s Hill which grew there was originally laid out as the Village of Darook as it appears on  
the 1887 map of Marong5. Few traces remain of what would have been a substantial settlement. 
A new school was built there in 1877 with an enrolment of 80 pupils declining to 30 by 1903 and 
closing in 19086. The Wilson’s Reef mining area is now a reserve. In 1868 about 30 claims were 
being worked at Marong’s first gully. Further discoveries at Duke’s Flat and Whaler’s Hill 
Leichardt in 1868 meant that about 1,000 miners were working in the Marong district7. Mining 
remained profitable into the early 1900s, then declined. During the depression years of the 1930s 
mining areas were turned over again. Many other towns and settlements in the Marong Shire also 
dwindled with the decline of mining, and once thriving places such as Lockwood and Myers Flat 
never recovered. 

The railway from Sandhurst to Inglewood passed through Marong in 1875. The station building 
is no longer extant, but a timber trestle railway bridge over the Bullock Creek near the Shire hall 
remains. In its heyday Marong had three churches, seven hotels, and various businesses including 
bakeries, butchers, general stores, a dairy, a bootmaker and a blacksmith. The township received 
electricity in 1950, the farms in 1953. Never a large town, a 1948 aerial photo8 shows many 
vacant blocks in the township of Marong. Little had changed in a 1972 aerial photo9. There have 
been some new subdivisions and developments in recent years. Few early residential buildings 
remain intact in the town, the Victorian weatherboard cottage built in 1882 by James Barling 
being an example. The remaining cottages are representative of those that were in not only 
Marong, but the other nearby townships such as Wilson’s Hill and Lockwood which are no 
longer extant. 

There are existing Heritage Overlays in Marong on the Shire Hall (HO 559), the School 
(HO560), St Patricks Catholic Church and Presbytery (HO566), Holy Trinity Anglican Church 
(HO 565), the Presbyterian Church (HO564) and the Marong Hotel (HO563). There are no 
existing overlays on residential properties in the township of Marong, other than the Presbytery 
and stables included in HO566. 

 

                                                 
3 Century of Change , p. 7, 8 
4 5 Victorian Government Gazette: 29 – 25/02/1861, 98 – 29/06/1861, 178 – 06/12/1861, 98 – 
04/08/1865, and 06/08/1869). 
 
5 Map of Marong, County of Bendigo, Dept of Lands and Survey, Melbourne by J. Noone, 3.6.87. TROVE National 
Library of Australia. 
6 Hopkins, R. 1985,   Moving Forward Looking Back The history of the Marong Shire,  The Shire of Marong Victoria 150th 
Anniversary Committee, Marong. p.108. 
7 Ibid., p. 83 
8 Huntly C4 Aerial Survey Victoria, 1948. State Library of Victoria. 
9 Sheet 7724-4-2 Marong, Division of Survey and Mapping Victoria, 1980, from aerial photos taken January 1972. 
State Library of Victoria 
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PLACE 

The house was relocated to what was originally the site of the Railway Hotel10, which burnt 
down in 1912, was rebuilt, and finally closed ca 1922, then demolished, according to one source. 
The property was owned by Hunter Brothers, Brewers, from 1916 to 1921, when the block was 
purchased by Henry Madren Leggo.   

The land was originally ‘part of Crown Allotment 3 Township and Parish of Marong, County of 
Bendigo’, purchased on July 12, 1921 by Henry Madren Leggo of High St Bendigo (Merchant).11  
This parcel of land was in two parts, road access to the Marong Railway Station splitting the two 
sections. What is now 25 High Street was subdivided from this block and sold to Jessie Mabel 
Jeffreys dated 9 May, 1933. This block has not been further subdivided. 

The original Marong store was located on Adams St on the corner of High St, (Lot 2 Section 1) 
opposite the current site, from 1869 until the 1950s, when a new store was built on the current 
site. The extant house was moved onto the site in 1933 by Jessie Jeffreys, who with her late 
husband Robert had operated the store opposite since 1925. The house itself was previously 
owned by Joshua Albert Percy Ham, and his wife Mary (nee Salis). Joshua Ham was Marong 
Shire Secretary 1915-1925, and they lived in Marong. Jessie Jeffreys purchased the house from 
them around 1932/3 and transported it along the railway land to be their home opposite the 
General Store12. The original owner, builder or site of the house is not known, but it was not too 
far away. The relocation of weatherboard houses was not uncommon at the time, especially in 
the goldfields where populations shifted according to the fortunes of the mines. A number of 
photos are extant of houses being moved by horse team, bullock team, or traction engine. 

The shop and residence were next sold to Frank Marsh in 1945. They were then purchased by 
Ernest Howard Lummis in 1955.  Howard, as he was known, vacated the store on the north side 
of High Street, which was subsequently demolished13, and constructed a new weatherboard shop 
next to the north side of the residence. This contained the store, Post Office and Telephone 
exchange. A photo of this shop taken in 1956 (Fig.7) shows the original verandah of the 
relocated house behind it to be extant at that time. This shop was demolished and replaced by 
the current structure in the 1980s, and the current verandah on the house probably dates to this 
time.  

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS 
A number of somewhat similar weatherboard houses with decorative front gable are extant in 
Bendigo, but none in Marong or vicinity. A similar design was also sometimes constructed in 
brick. There are a number of variations, including front or return verandahs, paired or single 
post verandahs, or verandahs with timber balustrades. A fairly similar house (Fig. 12) of which a 
number of examples survive in Bendigo, was promoted by the Sandhurst Mutual Permanent 
Investment and Building Society, probably for a number of years, as seen in their 23rd Yearly 
Balance in 1904. This style of house was in vogue from the 1880s to the early 1900s. 

 

 

                                                 
10 Thomas, J. 1999, The Century of Change History of Marong and District, Self published. p.29 
11 H. M. Leggo went into partnership with merchant Mr F. Rickards in High St Bendigo, buying him out and trading 
as H. M. Leggo and Co in 1884. 
12  Thomas, J. 1999, The Century of Change History of Marong and District, Self published. p. 118 
 
13  Ibid, p. 29 



6 
25 High St, Marong Heritage Citation, prepared by Minerva Heritage © 2018 

 The only other example of this type of house with gablet roof vents found in the course of the 
research for this citation is at 467 Napier St White Hills. It also has a cast iron ceiling vent as a 
feature in the gable.  

Although  a number of houses of similar type with a central decorative gable are to be found in 
Bendigo, the gable on 25 High St is the only one of its type identified in the City of Greater 
Bendigo. 

CITY OF GREATER BENDIGO FRAMEWORK OF HISTORICAL THEMES 
This property is associated with the following historic theme taken from the Greater Bendigo 

Thematic Environmental History (2013): 

6.0 Building towns, cities and the Greater Bendigo area 

 
ASSESSMENT AGAINST CRITERIA 

HERCON CRITERIA 
Criteria amended from VPP Practice Note ‘Applying the Heritage Overlay’ (September 2012) 

Criterion A – Importance to the course or pattern of the City of Greater Bendigo’s cultural or 
natural history (historical significance). 

25 High Street Marong has been associated with the Marong general store as the owner’s 
residence since 1933. Prior to that date, when it was relocated to the site, it was the home of 
Joshua Albert Percy Ham, Shire Secretary 1915 to 1925.  

Criterion B – Possession of uncommon rare or endangered aspects of the City of City of 
Greater Bendigo’s cultural or natural history (rarity). 

The house at 25 High Street is a rare example of the type with gablet vents in the roof in the City 
of Greater Bendigo area. It retains all its original decorative features to the roof and front wall as 
well as its windows and entry. The chimney was reconstructed when the house was moved in 
1933. 

Criterion C – Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the City 
of Greater Bendigo’s cultural or natural history (research potential). 

N/A 

Criterion D – Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural or 

natural places and environments (representativeness). 

N/A 

Criterion E – Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 

Criterion F – Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement at 
a particular period (technical significance). 

N/A 

Criterion G - Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for 
social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to Indigenous 
peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social significance). 
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N/A 

Criterion H - Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 

importance in the City of Greater Bendigo’s history (associative significance). 

N/A 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

What is Significant 

The Victorian Villa style house and all of its original fabric at 25 High Street Marong is 
significant to the City of Greater Bendigo. The attached modern store, southern extension and 
current verandah are not significant. 

How is it significant 

The Victorian Villa style house at 25 High Street Marong is of historical (Criteria A) significance 
to The City of Greater Bendigo and is a rare example of the decorative elements used at the time 
of its construction (Criteria B). 

Why is it significant 

25 High Street Marong is of historical significance to the City of Greater Bendigo for its 
association with the Marong Store as the owner’s residence. Relocated from nearby in 1933, this 
association precedes the 1955 relocating of the shop itself from the north side of Adams Street 
to its current location attached to the house, where it contained the Post Office and Telephone 
Exchange. Prior to the home’s relocation it was owned and occupied by Joshua Ham, Marong 
Shire Secretary 1915 to 1925. It has stood in a prominent location at the major intersection in 
Marong since 1933(Criteria A). 

It is also significant due to its rarity in the local community, both as a type (Victorian Villa) and 
the retention of all its original decorative fabric to the front of the house and its roof. This 
includes the gablet vents. The intact decorative gable structure on the front of the roof is of a 
very unusual design (Criteria B) 

Recommendations 

That 25 High Street Marong be included in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay Table in the 
City of Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. Reinstatement of the Victorian style front verandah is 
desirable. 

External paint controls NO 

Internal alteration controls NO 

Tree controls NO 

Outbuildings and fences not exempt under 
Clause 43.01-3 

NO 

Included on the Victorian Heritage Register 
under the Heritage Act 2017 

NO 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  NO 
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82 GOLDIE STREET, MARONG  
Site: 82 Goldie St, Marong, 3515 

Building Type:  Residential- Weatherboard Cottage 

Intactness: Good 

Inspection Date: 5 January, 2018- external from street only 

Zoning: TZ (Township Zone)  

Heritage Overlays: None  

Other Overlays: DP06 Development Plan Overlay Schedule 6 

Heritage Study: Recommended for further investigation in the 1994 Marong Heritage Study. 

Year of Construction: ca. 1904 with additions 

Significance:  Local 

Recommendation: That 82 Goldie Street Marong be included in the Schedule to the Heritage 
Overlay Table in the City of Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 

Extent of overlay: Outlined in red in Figure 1 

 

Figure 1: 82 Goldie Street boundary in yellow, extent of proposed overlay outlined in red. 

 

Figure 2 Property boundary outlined in red
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SITE CITATION 
 

NAME 
Goldie Cottage    
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Figure 3: View from the north 

 

Figure 4: View from the north west 
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Figure 5: View from the west 

  

Figure 6: View from the south west 

 

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY 
82 Goldie Street, Marong, 3515 

DESCRIPTION 
The cottage was probably constructed ca.1899 and is typical of vernacular timber framed 
weatherboard cottages (often occupied by miners) of the 19th and early 20th centuries. It has a 
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corrugated galvanised iron roof with one transverse gable and a rear skillion, with some later rear 
additions. It retains the original front door and pair of double hung sash windows to a 
symmetrical front façade. The extant original bull nosed iron verandah has four timber posts 
with cast iron frieze and brackets. The original chimneys have been removed. The rear addition 
is clad in weatherboards, with modern windows and a corrugated iron roof, and is largely 
obscured from public view by a Colourbond fence and vegetation. The cottage is set in a 
traditional cottage garden with a front fence of woven wire which is appropriate for the age of 
the cottage. 

INTACTNESS 
82 Goldie Street is relatively intact retaining its original form, cladding and front verandah. It 
possibly retains its original roofing iron. Original front windows and doors are extant. The 
original verandah is extant. Although the chimneys have been removed, and additions have been 
made to the rear of the property the original form of the cottage is easily discerned. The building 
appears to be in sound condition. 

PLACE HISTORY 

TOWN  

The township of Marong is situated on Bullock Creek, about 15 km west south west of Bendigo 
CBD. The area was home to the Dja Dja Wurrung people for millennia before the arrival of the 
European explorers Major Thomas Mitchell and Edward John Eyre in the 1830s, followed by 
pastoralists in search of land to settle on with their flocks and herds.  

One of the earliest settlers in the region, Donald Campbell, arrived in Australia from Scotland in 
the 1830s. Campbell’s Argyle Inn opened about one kilometre south of the present town of 
Marong in October 1846. In July 1848 he advertised that The Argyle Hotel was offering 
accommodation with good stabling and secure bullock yards. This complex of buildings was 
situated about one kilometre south of the now township of Marong, and the red brick stables 
survive. They were used by Cobb and Co for changing of horses until 19241. The buildings are 
shown on a survey of the area by W S Urquhart in 1852.  

In October 1848 Campbell applied for a lease of over 51 000 acres with an estimated carrying 
capacity of 8 000 sheep and named it the Bullock Creek run. In 1852 the discovery of gold 
resulted in large numbers of miners from Bendigo and Eaglehawk bringing their wash dirt to 
Bullock Creek due to a lack of water in those localities.2 The first proper survey of the area was 
carried out in 1852 by W S Urquhart, and his work was continued by Richard Larritt including 
laying out plans for future population centres, including Marong township in 1855. By 1857 a 
number of town blocks in the Marong Township Reserve had been taken up at Crown Land 
Sales.  

The Marong School first opened in 1859 in a brick building paid for by the local inhabitants and 
erected by James Wait. Mr. James Barling was the first headmaster. Some of the original building 
was replaced in 1938, but a part still survives3. In 1861 36 dwellings were recorded in Marong, 
only twenty of which had two rooms or more. The Marong Roads District, which initially 
included Eaglehawk, was proclaimed in 1861, becoming the Shire of Marong in 1864. The seat 

                                                 
1 Thomas, J. 1999. The Century of Change History of Marong and District, self published,  p.32 
2 Hopkins, R 1985, Moving Forward, Looking Back, The History of the Marong Shire, Shire of Marong, p. 13. 

3 Century of Change , p. 7, 8 
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of local Government within the Shire was at Lockwood until the new Shire Hall was built in 
Marong in 1908. In 1865 the population of the township itself was about 50, with about 5,500 
people in the Shire of Marong4, which included a number of towns including Kangaroo Flat, 
Lockwood, Bridgewater and Raywood. Marong, and the surrounding district was a thriving 
mining centre in the early part of the 20th Century with a population of 578 people recorded in 
the 1911 census5. This number had fallen to 400 in 1933 and remained slightly below that figure 
ever since. 

In 1867 rich finds were discovered at Marong Deep Lead, and the first deep shaft was opened at 
Lovie’s lead at the nearby Wilson’s Reef, only about 2 km west of Marong. The township of 
Wilson’s Hill which grew there was originally laid out as the Village of Darook as it appears on  
the 1887 map of Marong6. Few traces remain of what would have been a substantial settlement. 
A new school was built there in 1877 with an enrolment of 80 pupils declining to 30 by 1903 and 
closing in 19087. The Wilson’s Reef mining area is now a reserve. In 1868 about 30 claims were 
being worked at Marong’s first gully. Further discoveries at Duke’s Flat and Whaler’s Hill 
Leichardt in 1868 meant that about 1,000 miners were working in the Marong district8. Mining 
remained profitable into the early 1900s, then declined. During the depression years of the 1930s 
mining areas were turned over again. Many other towns and settlements in the Marong Shire also 
dwindled with the decline of mining, and once thriving places such as Lockwood and Myers Flat 
never recovered. 

The railway from Sandhurst to Inglewood passed through Marong in 1875. The station building 
is no longer extant, but a timber trestle railway bridge over the Bullock Creek near the Shire hall 
remains. In its heyday Marong had three churches, seven hotels, and various businesses including 
bakeries, butchers, general stores, a dairy, a bootmaker and a blacksmith. The township received 
electricity in 1950, the farms in 1953. Never a large town, a 1948 aerial photo9 shows many 
vacant blocks in the township of Marong. Little had changed in a 1972 aerial photo10. There have 
been some new subdivisions and developments in recent years. Few early residential buildings 
remain intact in the town, the Victorian weatherboard cottage built in 1882 by James Barling 
being an example. The remaining cottages are representative of those that were in not only 
Marong, but the other nearby townships such as Wilson’s Hill and Lockwood which are no 
longer extant. 

There are existing Heritage Overlays in Marong on the Shire Hall (HO 559), the School 
(HO560), St Patricks Catholic Church and Presbytery (HO566), Holy Trinity Anglican Church 
(HO 565), the Presbyterian Church (HO564) and the Marong Hotel (HO563). There are no 
existing overlays on residential properties in the township of Marong, other than the Presbytery 
and stables included in HO566. 

                                                 
4 5 Victorian Government Gazette: 29 – 25/02/1861, 98 – 29/06/1861, 178 – 06/12/1861, 98 – 
04/08/1865, and 06/08/1869). 
 
5 http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/marong. Accessed 27/2/2018 
6 Map of Marong, County of Bendigo, Dept of Lands and Survey, Melbourne by J. Noone, 3.6.87. TROVE National 
Library of Australia. 
7 Hopkins, R. 1985,   Moving Forward Looking Back The history of the Marong Shire,  The Shire of Marong Victoria 150th 
Anniversary Committee, Marong. p.108. 
8 Ibid., p. 83 
9 Huntly C4 Aerial Survey Victoria, 1948. State Library of Victoria. 
10 Sheet 7724-4-2 Marong, Division of Survey and Mapping Victoria, 1980, from aerial photos taken January 1972. 
State Library of Victoria 
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south west corner was sold to Clifford Gration. When Dan Hollingworth died, the remainder of 
the property went to Catherine Julia Frances Hollingworth of Marong, Widow 11 acres 2 roods 6 
perches being part of crown allotment One, on 12 June 1945. 

Catherine Julia Frances Hollingworth died 12 March 1967, with probate granted to Roy 
Hollingworth of 20 Donaldson Street Ivanhoe, Clerk on 16 October 1967. 

Roy Hollingworth died 15 April 1971 with probate to Dulcie Lorna Hollingworth and Melva Joy 
Williamson on 1 April 1976. 

The property then had several more changes of ownership, with the land being further 
subdivided in 1999 and 2011. While the size of the original block has been significantly reduced 
the dwelling is still located on several acres. 

 
Figure 8 82 Goldie Street in 1948, the Marong Hotel is towards the lower centre right, Image: Huntly C4 

Aerial Survey Victoria 1948. State Library Victoria. 

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS 
Although not built on a Miner’s right, the cottage at 82 Goldie St Marong has much in common 
with typical “miner’s cottages” in a vernacular style found throughout the Goldfields region and 
constructed during the 19th and early 20th centuries. This type of cottage was built not only by 
miners, but by workers in other trades and farmers with smallholdings. It is a typically modest 
structure framed in timber and clad in weatherboards, with a symmetrical façade with a central 
doorway flanked by double hung sash windows. It has a corrugated iron single gable roof with a 
rear skillion. The verandah has cast iron decoration as a nod to fashionable architectural detailing 
of the time. A number of similar cottages may be found in the mining areas of Bendigo and 
Eaglehawk. It is the only surviving single gabled miner’s cottage style dwelling in Marong. There 
are similar cottages at 13 Cathcart St, which has two gables and a skillion, and at 1320 Calder 
Highway which has a “kangaroo tail” gable roof. Further examples are to be found in Bendigo, 
including those identified in the Ironbark Heritage Study 2010, which are covered by HO999. 
Specific examples can be found at 2 Rae Street and 2 Thomas Street Ironbark 

CITY OF GREATER BENDIGO FRAMEWORK OF HISTORICAL THEMES 
This property is associated with the following historic theme taken from the Greater Bendigo 

Thematic Environmental History (2013): 

6.0 Building towns, cities and the Greater Bendigo area. 



 

7 
82 Goldie St, Marong Heritage Citation, prepared by Minerva Heritage © 2018 
 

 

ASSESSMENT AGAINST CRITERIA 
 

HERCON CRITERIA 
Criteria amended from VPP Practice Note ‘Applying the Heritage Overlay’ (September 2012) 

Criterion A – Importance to the course or pattern of the City of Greater Bendigo’s cultural or 
natural history (historical significance). 

The single gable corrugated iron roofed miners cottage with its skillion extension to the rear at 
82 Goldie Street is one of a very few examples of an original turn of the century cottage 
remaining in Marong. The first owner Dan Hollingsworth was licensee of the Marong Hotel 
from 1897 to 1922.  

Criterion B – Possession of uncommon rare or endangered aspects of the City of City of 
Greater Bendigo’s cultural or natural history (rarity). 

Marong, and the surrounding district was a thriving mining centre in the early part of the 20th 
Century with a population of 578 people recorded in the 1911 census16. Most of the original 
cottages associated with the town and surrounds have since been demolished or moved, 82 
Goldie Street is the last extant single gable roofed cottage in Marong. 

Criterion C – Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the City 
of Greater Bendigo’s cultural or natural history (research potential). 

N/A 

Criterion D – Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural or 

natural places and environments (representativeness). 

82 Goldie Street is a good representative example of a small vernacular miners’ cottage style 
house from the turn of the 20th Century.  

Criterion E – Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 

N/A 

Criterion F – Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement at 
a particular period (technical significance). 

N/A 

Criterion G - Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for 
social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to Indigenous 
peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social significance). 

N/A 

Criterion H - Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, 
ofimportance in the City of Greater Bendigo’s history (associative significance). 

N/A 

                                                 
16 http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/marong. Accessed 27/2/2018 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

What is Significant 

The property at 82 Goldie Street Marong with its single gable roofed cottage, built in 1899 for 
Dan Hollingsworth is significant. 

How is it significant 

82 Goldie Street is a rare example of a single gabled miners’ cottage style dwelling in Marong, it 
is of historical significance and is a good representation of its type. 

Why is it significant 

The single gable corrugated iron roofed cottage with its skillion extension to the rear at 82 
Goldie Street is the last example of its type remaining in Marong. Most of these cottages would 
have been in the dominant mining precinct in the area to the west of Marong at Wilsons Hill, of 
which none survive. Most local miners lived close to the mines with a smaller number residing in 
Marong township. Small miners’ style cottages such as this example remind us of the lives of 
turn of the century miners and others who raised large families in small affordable cottages. 
(Criteria A) 

The single gable corrugated iron roofed cottage with its skillion extension to the rear at 82 
Goldie Street is the last example of its type remaining in Marong. (Criteria B) 

82 Goldie Street is an intact and good representative example of late 19th and early 20th century 
single gable roofed cottages in Marong. (Criteria D) 

Recommendations 

That 82 Goldie Street Marong be included in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay Table in the 
City of Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 

External paint controls NO 

Internal alteration controls NO 

Tree controls NO 

Outbuildings and fences not exempt under 
Clause 43.01-3 

NO 

Included on the Victorian Heritage Register 
under the Heritage Act 2017 

NO 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  

 

NO 
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1318 CALDER HIGHWAY, MARONG  
Site: 1318 Calder Highway, Marong 

Building Type:  Residential- Weatherboard Cottage 

Intactness: Good 

Inspection Date: 5 January, 2018 

Zoning: TZ (Town Zone) 

Heritage Overlays: None  

Other Overlays: DP06 Development Plan Overlay Schedule 6 

Heritage Study: None, but identified as a place of potential significance as Marong Township, 
Calder Highway, house 33C22, also marked on map 33C, in Draft City of Greater Bendigo 
(Marong District) Heritage Study: Stage One Report, Andrew Ward, August 1994, unpaginated. 

Year of Construction: 1904 

Significance:  Local  

Recommendation:  That 1318 Calder Highway Marong be included in the Schedule to the 
Heritage Overlay Table in the City of Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 

Extent of overlay: Existing property boundary. 

 

Figure 1: Curtilage of proposed overlay 1318 Calder Hwy Marong outlined in red. Image: Google Earth 

2018 

  

Figure 2: Planning map of 1318 Calder Hwy.    
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Figure 3: 1318 Calder Hwy, view from south east with 1320 behind. 

 

Figure 4: 1318 Calder Hwy from the South East. 
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Figure 5: View from the east. 

 

 

Figure 6: View from the south west. 

 

 

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY 
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1318 Calder Highway, Marong  

 

DESCRIPTION 
The cottage at 1318 Calder Highway Marong was constructed in 1904 for Sophia Landry. It is a 
simple timber framed, weatherboard clad cottage, on a square footprint. It has a symmetrical 
façade with central doorway with two aluminium framed windows, replacing the original double 
hung sash windows. It has a verandah with straight galvanised corrugated iron roof and four 
steel posts replacing the original timber ones. The original hipped corrugated iron roof is extant, 
as is the intact red brick chimney on the eastern side. This type of cottage typically had a hip and 
valley or gable roof, but this type of roof is not as common. It has a large rear skillion addition. 

 

INTACTNESS 
The galvanised corrugated iron roof of the cottage is original. A red brick chimney on the east 
wall survives intact, retaining its corbelled top of a style often seen in Bendigo. The timber 
verandah posts have been replaced with steel, but the verandah roof appears to be original. The 
weatherboards have been replaced or overlaid with Hardiplank or similar fibre cement boards; it 
is not known if the originals survive underneath. The front windows have been replaced with 
aluminium framed windows. The windows on the sides of the cottage were not able to be seen. 
There has been a large skillion extension to the rear, which is not visible from the street. There 
appears otherwise to have been very little alteration to the property. The original form of the 
property is clearly discernible. 

The property appears to be in fair condition.  

 

HISTORY 

TOWN  

The township of Marong is situated on Bullock Creek, about 15 km west south west of Bendigo 
CBD. The area was home to the Dja Dja Wurrung people for millennia before the arrival of the 
European explorers Major Thomas Mitchell and Edward John Eyre in the 1830s, followed by 
pastoralists in search of land to settle on with their flocks and herds.  

One of the earliest settlers in the region, Donald Campbell, arrived in Australia from Scotland in 
the 1830s. Campbell’s Argyle Inn opened about one kilometre south of the present town of 
Marong in October 1846. In July 1848 he advertised that The Argyle Hotel was offering 
accommodation with good stabling and secure bullock yards. This complex of buildings was 
situated about one kilometre south of the now township of Marong, and the red brick stables 
survive. They were used by Cobb and Co for changing of horses until 19241. The buildings are 
shown on a survey of the area by W S Urquhart in 1852.  

In October 1848 Campbell applied for a lease of over 51 000 acres with an estimated carrying 
capacity of 8 000 sheep and named it the Bullock Creek run. In 1852 the discovery of gold 
resulted in large numbers of miners from Bendigo and Eaglehawk bringing their wash dirt to 
Bullock Creek due to a lack of water in those localities.2 The first proper survey of the area was 
                                                 
1 Thomas, J. 1999. The Century of Change History of Marong and District, self published,  p.32 
2 Hopkins, R 1985, Moving Forward, Looking Back, The History of the Marong Shire, Shire of Marong, p. 13. 
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carried out in 1852 by W S Urquhart, and his work was continued by Richard Larritt including 
laying out plans for future population centres, including Marong township in 1855. By 1857 a 
number of town blocks in the Marong Township Reserve had been taken up at Crown Land 
Sales.  

The Marong School first opened in 1859 in a brick building paid for by the local inhabitants and 
erected by James Wait. Mr. James Barling was the first headmaster. Some of the original building 
was replaced in 1938, but a part still survives3. In 1861 36 dwellings were recorded in Marong, 
only twenty of which had two rooms or more. The Marong Roads District, which initially 
included Eaglehawk, was proclaimed in 1861, becoming the Shire of Marong in 1864. The seat 
of local Government within the Shire was at Lockwood until the new Shire Hall was built in 
Marong in 1908. In 1865 the population of the township itself was about 50, with about 5,500 
people in the Shire of Marong4, which included a number of towns including Kangaroo Flat, 
Lockwood, Bridgewater and Raywood. Marong, and the surrounding district was a thriving 
mining centre in the early part of the 20th Century with a population of 578 people recorded in 
the 1911 census5. This number had fallen to 400 in 1933 and remained slightly below that figure 
ever since. 

In 1867 rich finds were discovered at Marong Deep Lead, and the first deep shaft was opened at 
Lovie’s lead at the nearby Wilson’s Reef, only about 2 km west of Marong. The township of 
Wilson’s Hill which grew there was originally laid out as the Village of Darook as it appears on  
the 1887 map of Marong6. Few traces remain of what would have been a substantial settlement. 
A new school was built there in 1877 with an enrolment of 80 pupils declining to 30 by 1903 and 
closing in 19087. The Wilson’s Reef mining area is now a reserve. In 1868 about 30 claims were 
being worked at Marong’s first gully. Further discoveries at Duke’s Flat and Whaler’s Hill 
Leichardt in 1868 meant that about 1,000 miners were working in the Marong district8. Mining 
remained profitable into the early 1900s, then declined. During the depression years of the 1930s 
mining areas were turned over again. Many other towns and settlements in the Marong Shire also 
dwindled with the decline of mining, and once thriving places such as Lockwood and Myers Flat 
never recovered. 

The railway from Sandhurst to Inglewood passed through Marong in 1875. The station building 
is no longer extant, but a timber trestle railway bridge over the Bullock Creek near the Shire hall 
remains. In its heyday Marong had three churches, seven hotels, and various businesses including 
bakeries, butchers, general stores, a dairy, a bootmaker and a blacksmith. The township received 
electricity in 1950, the farms in 1953. Never a large town, a 1948 aerial photo9 shows many 
vacant blocks in the township of Marong. Little had changed in a 1972 aerial photo10. There have 
been some new subdivisions and developments in recent years. Few early residential buildings 
remain intact in the town, the Victorian weatherboard cottage built in 1882 by James Barling 

                                                 
3 Century of Change , p. 7, 8 
4 5 Victorian Government Gazette: 29 – 25/02/1861, 98 – 29/06/1861, 178 – 06/12/1861, 98 – 
04/08/1865, and 06/08/1869). 
 
5 http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/marong. Accessed 27/2/2018 
6 Map of Marong, County of Bendigo, Dept of Lands and Survey, Melbourne by J. Noone, 3.6.87. TROVE National 
Library of Australia. 
7 Hopkins, R. 1985,   Moving Forward Looking Back The history of the Marong Shire,  The Shire of Marong Victoria 150th 
Anniversary Committee, Marong. p.108. 
8 Ibid., p. 83 
9 Huntly C4 Aerial Survey Victoria, 1948. State Library of Victoria. 
10 Sheet 7724-4-2 Marong, Division of Survey and Mapping Victoria, 1980, from aerial photos taken January 1972. 
State Library of Victoria 
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The 1912 rate book lists property owned by Sophia, valued at £10 with “late William” in 
brackets indicating that this was the case. It is not uncommon for entries in the Marong Rate 
Books to be unclear as to the owner and/or occupier of land, as only the ratepayer was listed. 
Based on the rate book entries and the style of the building Sophia had the house at 1318 built 
for her upon acquiring the land in 1904. Sophia retained ownership of number 1318 until 1945 
when she sold to Ernest Smith. 

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS 
While a small number of buildings of the same basic construction and roof structure can be 
found in Bendigo, 1318 Calder highway is unique locally as it is the only example of this building 
style within the Marong area.  

627 Hargraves Street Bendigo is of a similar type. It retains its original form and roof structure, 
but the roof cladding has been replaced with metal, probably aluminium, imitation tiles. This 
home is slightly later in construction having a bull nosed verandah. It does retain its original 
chimneys. 3 Bailey St California Gully retains its original bull nosed iron verandah, but has no 
chimneys. 

 

CITY OF GREATER BENDIGO FRAMEWORK OF HISTORICAL THEMES 
This property is associated with the following historic theme taken from the Greater Bendigo 

Thematic Environmental History (2013): 

6.0 Building towns, cities and the Greater Bendigo area 

ASSESSMENT AGAINST CRITERIA 
 

HERCON CRITERIA 
Criteria amended from VPP Practice Note ‘Applying the Heritage Overlay’ (September 2012) 

Criterion A – Importance to the course or pattern of the City of Greater Bendigo’s cultural or 
natural history (historical significance). 

1318 Calder Highway, built in 1904 for Sophia Landry, is one of the few remaining cottages from 
the period in Marong. It was built on land originally purchased by William Murdock in 1876 and 
sold to William Irvine in 1898. Willian Irvine, in partnership with Charles Landry, Sophia’s 
brother operated a butcher shop on portion of the original holding near the railway line for many 
years supplying fresh meat to the community. Sophia, a spinster all her life, is likely to have 
worked in the shop with her brother at times though she is listed as the registrar of Births, 
Deaths and Marriages in Sands and McDougall’s Marong directory for 1911 and 1912. Sophia 
and Charles’ father William Landry was a prominent Marong citizen, having owned the Marong 
Hotel (1867-1868) and the General Store (1869-1873), and also farming 150 acres east of the 
railway crossing on the Calder Highway. 

Criterion B – Possession of uncommon rare or endangered aspects of the City of City of 
Greater Bendigo’s cultural or natural history (rarity). 

The property is a very rare example of the type within the Greater Bendigo district and is the 
only example of the type in Marong. 

Criterion C – Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the City 
of Greater Bendigo’s cultural or natural history (research potential). 
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N/A 

Criterion D – Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural or 

natural places and environments (representativeness). 

N/A 

Criterion E – Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 

N/A 

Criterion F – Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement at 
a particular period (technical significance). 

N/A 

Criterion G - Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for 
social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to Indigenous 
peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social significance). 

N/A 

Criterion H - Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 

importance in the City of Greater Bendigo’s history (associative significance). 

N/A 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

What is Significant 

The form and original fabric of the dwelling at 1318 Calder Highway Marong built in 1904 is 
significant. 

How is it significant 

The building at 1318 Calder Highway Marong is of local historical significance (Criterion A) and 
is a rare example of its type (Criterion B). 

Why is it significant 

1318 Calder Highway, built in 1904 for Sophia Landry, is one of the few remaining cottages from 
the period in Marong. Though the front windows have been replaced with modern aluminium 
ones and some walls reclad the form and style of the original property is still readable. It is also 
the only example of its type in Marong. It was built on land originally purchased by William 
Murdock in 1876 and sold to William Irvine in 1898. Willian Irvine, in partnership with Charles 
Landry, Sophia’s brother operated a butcher shop on portion of the original holding near the 
railway line for many years supplying fresh meat to the community. Sophia, a spinster all her life, 
is likely to have worked in the shop with her brother at times though she is listed as the registrar 
of Births, Deaths and Marriages in Sands and McDougall’s directory for 1911 and 1912. 

Recommendations 

That 1318 Calder Highway Marong be included in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay Table in 
the City of Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 
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External paint controls NO 

Internal alteration controls NO 

Tree controls NO 

Outbuildings and fences not exempt under 
Clause 43.01-3 

NO 

Included on the Victorian Heritage Register 
under the Heritage Act 2017 

NO 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  

 

NO 
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1320 CALDER HIGHWAY, MARONG  
Site: 1320 Calder Highway, Marong 

Building Type:  Residential- Weatherboard Cottage 

Intactness: Good 

Inspection Date: 5 January, 2018 

Zoning: TZ (Township Zone),  

Heritage Overlays: None. 

Other Overlays: DP06 Development Plan Overlay Schedule 6 

Heritage Study: Identified as a place of potential significance as Marong Township, Calder 
Highway, house 33C20, also marked on map 33C, in Draft City of Greater Bendigo (Marong District) 
Heritage Study: Stage One Report, Andrew Ward, August 1994, unpaginated. 

Year of Construction: ca. 1899 

Significance:  Local  

Recommendation:  That 1320 Calder Highway Marong be included in the Schedule to the 
Heritage Overlay Table in the City of Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 

Extent of overlay: Existing property boundary 

 

Figure 1: Curtilage of proposed overlay 1320 Calder Hwy. Marong outlined in red. Image: Google Earth 

2018 

 

Figure 2 Property boundary outlined in red
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Figure 3: View from the south east 

  

Figure 4: View from the south east 

  

Figure 5: View from  the south west showing kitchen chimney 
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ADDRESS OF PROPERTY 
1320 Calder Highway Marong  

DESCRIPTION 
There appears to have been very little substantial alteration to the property from its time of 
construction. The property retains its single gable ‘Kangaroo Tail’ roof design with skillion 
extension to the rear. The chimney associated with the original kitchen in the western wall of the 
skillion is extant and in sound original condition. The chimney on the eastern wall is also extant 
in sound original condition. The front verandah posts, lacework and fascia appear to be original, 
however the now straight new iron of the verandah may have possibly originally been convex in 
profile. The original double hung sash windows are extant on front and side walls. Modern 
decorative shutters have been fitted to the front windows. A large open verandah has been 
added to the western side of the cottage but has caused little interference to the original structure 
and the original form of the cottage is still easily discernible. 

INTACTNESS 
The property is substantially intact, retaining most original features. Later decorative shutters 
have been added to the front windows 

The property appears to be in original sound condition and has been well maintained.  

PLACE HISTORY 

TOWN  

The township of Marong is situated on Bullock Creek, about 15 km west south west of Bendigo 
CBD. The area was home to the Dja Dja Wurrung people for millennia before the arrival of the 
European explorers Major Thomas Mitchell and Edward John Eyre in the 1830s, followed by 
pastoralists in search of land to settle on with their flocks and herds.  

One of the earliest settlers in the region, Donald Campbell, arrived in Australia from Scotland in 
the 1830s. Campbell’s Argyle Inn opened about one kilometre south of the present town of 
Marong in October 1846. In July 1848 he advertised that The Argyle Hotel was offering 
accommodation with good stabling and secure bullock yards. This complex of buildings was 
situated about one kilometre south of the now township of Marong, and the red brick stables 
survive. They were used by Cobb and Co for changing of horses until 19241. The buildings are 
shown on a survey of the area by W S Urquhart in 1852.  

In October 1848 Campbell applied for a lease of over 51 000 acres with an estimated carrying 
capacity of 8 000 sheep and named it the Bullock Creek run. In 1852 the discovery of gold 
resulted in large numbers of miners from Bendigo and Eaglehawk bringing their wash dirt to 
Bullock Creek due to a lack of water in those localities.2 The first proper survey of the area was 
carried out in 1852 by W S Urquhart, and his work was continued by Richard Larritt including 
laying out plans for future population centres, including Marong township in 1855. By 1857 a 
number of town blocks in the Marong Township Reserve had been taken up at Crown Land 
Sales.  

The Marong School first opened in 1859 in a brick building paid for by the local inhabitants and 
                                                 
1 Thomas, J. 1999. The Century of Change History of Marong and District, self published,  p.32 
2 Hopkins, R 1985, Moving Forward, Looking Back, The History of the Marong Shire, Shire of Marong, p. 13. 
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erected by James Wait. Mr. James Barling was the first headmaster. Some of the original building 
was replaced in 1938, but a part still survives3. In 1861 36 dwellings were recorded in Marong, 
only twenty of which had two rooms or more. The Marong Roads District, which initially 
included Eaglehawk, was proclaimed in 1861, becoming the Shire of Marong in 1864. The seat 
of local Government within the Shire was at Lockwood until the new Shire Hall was built in 
Marong in 1908. In 1865 the population of the township itself was about 50, with about 5,500 
people in the Shire of Marong4, which included a number of towns including Kangaroo Flat, 
Lockwood, Bridgewater and Raywood. Marong, and the surrounding district was a thriving 
mining centre in the early part of the 20th Century with a population of 578 people recorded in 
the 1911 census5. This number had fallen to 400 in 1933 and remained slightly below that figure 
ever since. 

In 1867 rich finds were discovered at Marong Deep Lead, and the first deep shaft was opened at 
Lovie’s lead at the nearby Wilson’s Reef, only about 2 km west of Marong. The township of 
Wilson’s Hill which grew there was originally laid out as the Village of Darook as it appears on  
the 1887 map of Marong6. Few traces remain of what would have been a substantial settlement. 
A new school was built there in 1877 with an enrolment of 80 pupils declining to 30 by 1903 and 
closing in 19087. The Wilson’s Reef mining area is now a reserve. In 1868 about 30 claims were 
being worked at Marong’s first gully. Further discoveries at Duke’s Flat and Whaler’s Hill 
Leichardt in 1868 meant that about 1,000 miners were working in the Marong district8. Mining 
remained profitable into the early 1900s, then declined. During the depression years of the 1930s 
mining areas were turned over again. Many other towns and settlements in the Marong Shire also 
dwindled with the decline of mining, and once thriving places such as Lockwood and Myers Flat 
never recovered. 

The railway from Sandhurst to Inglewood passed through Marong in 1875. The station building 
is no longer extant, but a timber trestle railway bridge over the Bullock Creek near the Shire hall 
remains. In its heyday Marong had three churches, seven hotels, and various businesses including 
bakeries, butchers, general stores, a dairy, a bootmaker and a blacksmith. The township received 
electricity in 1950, the farms in 1953. Never a large town, a 1948 aerial photo9 shows many 
vacant blocks in the township of Marong. Little had changed in a 1972 aerial photo10. There have 
been some new subdivisions and developments in recent years. Few early residential buildings 
remain intact in the town, the Victorian weatherboard cottage built in 1882 by James Barling 
being an example. The remaining cottages are representative of those that were in not only 
Marong, but the other nearby townships such as Wilson’s Hill and Lockwood which are no 
longer extant. 

                                                 
3 Century of Change , p. 7, 8 
4 5 Victorian Government Gazette: 29 – 25/02/1861, 98 – 29/06/1861, 178 – 06/12/1861, 98 – 
04/08/1865, and 06/08/1869). 
 
5 http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/marong. Accessed 27/2/2018 
6 Map of Marong, County of Bendigo, Dept of Lands and Survey, Melbourne by J. Noone, 3.6.87. TROVE National 
Library of Australia. 
7 Hopkins, R. 1985,   Moving Forward Looking Back The history of the Marong Shire,  The Shire of Marong Victoria 150th 
Anniversary Committee, Marong. p.108. 
8 Ibid., p. 83 
9 Huntly C4 Aerial Survey Victoria, 1948. State Library of Victoria. 
10 Sheet 7724-4-2 Marong, Division of Survey and Mapping Victoria, 1980, from aerial photos taken January 1972. 
State Library of Victoria 
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(HO999) is of the style but has a modified verandah with painted square brick posts and later 
scrollwork detail. 1320 Calder Highway is considerably more intact. 

 

CITY OF GREATER BENDIGO FRAMEWORK OF HISTORICAL THEMES 
This property is associated with the following historic theme taken from the Greater Bendigo 

Thematic Environmental History (2013): 

6.0 Building towns, cities and the Greater Bendigo area 

 

ASSESSMENT AGAINST CRITERIA 
 

HERCON CRITERIA 
Criteria amended from VPP Practice Note ‘Applying the Heritage Overlay’ (September 2012) 

Criterion A – Importance to the course or pattern of the City of Greater Bendigo’s cultural or 
natural history (historical significance). 

1320 Calder Highway was purchased by William Irvine in 1898 from William Murdock, who 
purchased it at a government land sale in 1876. In 1899 Irvine subdivided the land retaining one 
allotment (now number 1318 Calder Highway) and selling a half share of 1314 Calder Highway 
to Charles Landry, who was his partner in a butcher shop located beside the railway line at that 
address, he also sold the allotment at number 1320 Calder Highway to Charles Landry at the 
same time. Charles Landry, son of William Landry, a prominent Marong citizen, immediately 
built the house at 1320 Calder Highway and it became the family home, passing to his wife 
Annie upon his death in 1938. The Landry’s owned the property until 1958.  

Criterion B – Possession of uncommon rare or endangered aspects of the City of City of 
Greater Bendigo’s cultural or natural history (rarity). 

1320 Calder Highway is the only extant example of a ‘kangaroo tail’ style cottage in Marong. 

Criterion C – Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the City 
of Greater Bendigo’s cultural or natural history (research potential). 

N/A 

Criterion D – Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural or 

natural places and environments (representativeness). 

N/A 

Criterion E – Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 

N/A 

Criterion F – Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement at 
a particular period (technical significance). 

N/A 

Criterion G - Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for 
social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to Indigenous 
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peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social significance). 

N/A 

Criterion H - Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 

importance in the City of Greater Bendigo’s history (associative significance). 

N/A 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

What is Significant 

The original form and fabric of the dwelling at 1320 Calder Highway Marong is significant to the 
City of Greater Bendigo. 

How is it significant 

1320 Calder Highway Marong is a rare example of its type and is also of historical significance. 

Why is it significant 

1320 Calder Highway is associated with the Landry family of Marong. Charles Landry operated a 
butcher shop in Marong in partnership with William Irvine. Charles Landry and his family 
occupied the home at 1320 Calder Highway from 1899 until 1958. The property is associated 
with the Landry family, one of Marong’s early and prominent family names. The house is a 
reminder of the turn of the century when Marong and district was at its peak as a mining and 
agricultural centre. (Criterion A) 

The cottage is the only extant example of a ‘kangaroo tail’ type cottage in Marong. (Criterion B) 

Recommendations 

That 1320 Calder Highway Marong be included in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay Table in 
the City of Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 

 

External paint controls NO 

Internal alteration controls NO 

Tree controls NO 

Outbuildings and fences not exempt under 
Clause 43.01-3 

NO 

Included on the Victorian Heritage Register 
under the Heritage Act 2017 

NO 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  

 

NO 
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Figure 5: View from the north east 

 

 
Figure 6: The front of the property retains original features. 
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Figure 7: The east elevation-kitchen with chimney and original outbuilding 

 

Figure 8: West elevation 

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY 
1329 Calder Highway Marong 

DESCRIPTION 
The building is a single storey weatherboard Victorian Villa with a symmetrical frontage with 
central doorway and a double hung sash window either side. The front door retains its original 
sidelights and transom. It has a four posted verandah with original bullnosed corrugated iron 
roof, and retaining original timber posts, most cast iron brackets and frieze. It has a corrugated 
iron hip and valley roof and retains its original bichrome brick chimneys. A gable roofed rear 
kitchen extension with a chimney and an outbuilding adjacent to the rear of the house, possibly a 
laundry, of similar age to the house are extant. All or most original windows are extant. At some 
stage faux brick cladding has been attached to the exterior walls, but much of this is now 
missing. The original weatherboards are extant beneath. 
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INTACTNESS 
There appears to have been very little alteration to the property. It is a remarkably intact 
example. It appears to be the oldest extant dwelling in Marong township. The property appears 
to be in very original fair condition.  

PLACE HISTORY 

TOWN  

The township of Marong is situated on Bullock Creek, about 15 km west south west of Bendigo 
CBD. The area was home to the Dja Dja Wurrung people for millennia before the arrival of the 
European explorers Major Thomas Mitchell and Edward John Eyre in the 1830s, followed by 
pastoralists in search of land to settle on with their flocks and herds.  

One of the earliest settlers in the region, Donald Campbell, arrived in Australia from Scotland in 
the 1830s. Campbell’s Argyle Inn opened about one kilometre south of the present town of 
Marong in October 1846. In July 1848 he advertised that The Argyle Hotel was offering 
accommodation with good stabling and secure bullock yards. This complex of buildings was 
situated about one kilometre south of the now township of Marong, and the red brick stables 
survive. They were used by Cobb and Co for changing of horses until 19241. The buildings are 
shown on a survey of the area by W S Urquhart in 1852.  

In October 1848 Campbell applied for a lease of over 51 000 acres with an estimated carrying 
capacity of 8 000 sheep and named it the Bullock Creek run. In 1852 the discovery of gold 
resulted in large numbers of miners from Bendigo and Eaglehawk bringing their wash dirt to 
Bullock Creek due to a lack of water in those localities.2 The first proper survey of the area was 
carried out in 1852 by W S Urquhart, and his work was continued by Richard Larritt including 
laying out plans for future population centres, including Marong township in 1855. By 1857 a 
number of town blocks in the Marong Township Reserve had been taken up at Crown Land 
Sales.  

The Marong School first opened in 1859 in a brick building paid for by the local inhabitants and 
erected by James Wait. Mr. James Barling was the first headmaster. Some of the original building 
was replaced in 1938, but a part still survives3. In 1861 36 dwellings were recorded in Marong, 
only twenty of which had two rooms or more. The Marong Roads District, which initially 
included Eaglehawk, was proclaimed in 1861, becoming the Shire of Marong in 1864. The seat 
of local Government within the Shire was at Lockwood until the new Shire Hall was built in 
Marong in 1908. In 1865 the population of the township itself was about 50, with about 5,500 
people in the Shire of Marong4, which included a number of towns including Kangaroo Flat, 
Lockwood, Bridgewater and Raywood. Marong, and the surrounding district was a thriving 
mining centre in the early part of the 20th Century with a population of 578 people recorded in 
the 1911 census5. This number had fallen to 400 in 1933 and remained slightly below that figure 
ever since. 

 

                                                 
1 Thomas, J. 1999. The Century of Change History of Marong and District, self published,  p.32 
2 Hopkins, R 1985, Moving Forward, Looking Back, The History of the Marong Shire, Shire of Marong, p. 13. 

3 Century of Change , p. 7, 8 
4 5 Victorian Government Gazette: 29 – 25/02/1861, 98 – 29/06/1861, 178 – 06/12/1861, 98 – 
04/08/1865, and 06/08/1869). 
5 http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/marong. Accessed 27/2/2018 
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In 1867 rich finds were discovered at Marong Deep Lead, and the first deep shaft was opened at 
Lovie’s lead at the nearby Wilson’s Reef, only about 2 km west of Marong. The township of 
Wilson’s Hill which grew there was originally laid out as the Village of Darook as it appears on  
the 1887 map of Marong6. Few traces remain of what would have been a substantial settlement. 
A new school was built there in 1877 with an enrolment of 80 pupils declining to 30 by 1903 and 
closing in 19087. The Wilson’s Reef mining area is now a reserve. In 1868 about 30 claims were 
being worked at Marong’s first gully. Further discoveries at Duke’s Flat and Whaler’s Hill 
Leichardt in 1868 meant that about 1,000 miners were working in the Marong district8. Mining 
remained profitable into the early 1900s, then declined. During the depression years of the 1930s 
mining areas were turned over again. Many other towns and settlements in the Marong Shire also 
dwindled with the decline of mining, and once thriving places such as Lockwood and Myers Flat 
never recovered. 

The railway from Sandhurst to Inglewood passed through Marong in 1875. The station building 
is no longer extant, but a timber trestle railway bridge over the Bullock Creek near the Shire Hall 
remains. In its heyday Marong had three churches, seven hotels, and various businesses including 
bakeries, butchers, general stores, a dairy, a bootmaker and a blacksmith. The township received 
electricity in 1950, the farms in 1953. Never a large town, a 1948 aerial photo9 shows many 
vacant blocks in the township of Marong. Little had changed in a 1972 aerial photo10. There have 
been some new subdivisions and developments in recent years. Few early residential buildings 
remain intact in the town, the miners’ cottage at 82 Goldie St being an example. The remaining 
cottages are representative of those that were in not only Marong, but the other nearby 
townships such as Wilson’s Hill and Lockwood which are no longer extant. 

There are existing Heritage Overlays in Marong on the Shire Hall (HO 559), the School 
(HO560), St Patricks Catholic Church and Presbytery (HO566), Holy Trinity Anglican Church 
(HO 565), the Presbyterian Church (HO564) and the Marong Hotel (HO563). There are no 
existing overlays on residential properties in the township of Marong, other than the Presbytery 
and stables included in HO566. 

PLACE 

The property which became 1329 Calder Highway was purchased from the Crown by Percy 
Whalebone, who appears to have held it under a Residency Area Right, as it appears on the 1887 
and 1931 Marong Town Plans with no allotment number, but on the Marong Town Plan with 
annotations it appears as R. A. 888, transferred to Percy Whalebone 19/10/38. Many who 
occupied and constructed homes on Crown land under residency area rights resisted converting 
their properties to Torrens Title for many years, as it was cheaper to pay the rent on Crown land 
than to purchase it outright. 

It has so far been impossible to determine when the house was built, and by whom, but 
stylistically it appears to date to somewhere between the late 1870s the 1890s. Further research at 
the Public Records Office of Victoria may clarify the ownership and construction date of the 

                                                 
6 Map of Marong, County of Bendigo, Dept of Lands and Survey, Melbourne by J. Noone, 3.6.87. TROVE National 
Library of Australia. 
7 Hopkins, R. 1985,   Moving Forward Looking Back The history of the Marong Shire,  The Shire of Marong Victoria 150th 
Anniversary Committee, Marong. p.108. 
8 Ibid., p. 83 
9 Huntly C4 Aerial Survey Victoria, 1948. State Library of Victoria. 
10 Sheet 7724-4-2 Marong, Division of Survey and Mapping Victoria, 1980, from aerial photos taken January 1972. 
State Library of Victoria 
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house. 

Robert Walker settled in Marong and started a bakery in Torrens St in 1882. Percy Whalebone 
later owned the bakery, and he lived on the corner of Torrens St and High St at the bakery. He 
married Lucy Landry and later lived on this property at 1329 Calder Highway near the railway 
crossing11.  

The Bakery ovens were wood fired, and in January 1899 the bakery and two adjoining rooms 
where Mr Whalebone resided, leased from Mrs Carter, situated near the new Public Hall, and the 
four roomed house next door occupied by James Carter, miner, also owned by Mrs Carter burnt 
down due to sparks from the oven12. Another fire in the stables and chaff house at the bakery 
owned by Mr P Whalebone six years later resulted in the loss of these buildings and 100 tons of 
firewood13. 

Percy Whalebone had mining interests and was a director of the Marong Deep Leads, and also 
had a number of shares in the Lovies Lead Extended Gold Mining Company in the early 1900s. 
He bred prize winning horses as well, winning Yearling Colt or Filly in the Trotters and Pacers 
section of the horse section of the Bendigo show in 1918. 

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS 
This type of weatherboard Victorian Villa is commonly seen in Bendigo, however this example 
appears to be the only one remaining in Marong.  

The house at 30 Panton St Golden Square (HO25) is very similar and provides a good 
comparison to 1329 Calder Highway Marong. Though slightly larger with an additional chimney 
it is of the same basic design however with sidelights to the windows as well as to the front door, 
and an early style bull nosed verandah. The Panton Street house has been well maintained and 
still retains its decorative eave brackets whereas any that may have been on the Marong house 
were probably removed when the faux brick cladding was installed. 34 Campbell St Eaglehawk is 
also very similar in having no sidelights to the windows. Neither house has a gabled kitchen or 
small outbuilding at the rear of the house. 

It is also somewhat comparable with two other houses in Marong, which are all of the same 
basic roof design of hipped gables with a central valley but differ in the degree of finish and 
decoration between the three properties. 25 High Street is of the same basic design but is more 
elaborate generally, has a central decorative gable to the front, eaves brackets, has sidelights to 
the front door and windows, is of a better finish and larger than 1329 Calder Highway, while 19 
Cathcart Street is of a more basic design and its decorative treatment is restricted to the 
verandah. All three designs were promoted by the Sandhurst Mutual Permanent Investment and 
Building Society in 190414. 

CITY OF GREATER BENDIGO FRAMEWORK OF HISTORICAL THEMES 
This property is associated with the following historic theme taken from the Greater Bendigo 

Thematic Environmental History (2013): 

6.0 Building towns, cities and the Greater Bendigo area 

                                                 
11 Thomas, J. 1999, The Century of Change  History of Marong and District, self published, p. 34. Says James Carter was a 
baker as well as an engine driver at a mine on p.88. 
12 Bendigo Independent, Monday 30 January, 1899, and Bendigo Advertiser, Monday 30 January, 1899. p.2 
13 Bendigo Advertiser, Thursday, 25 January, 1906, p.2 
14 Advertisement, 23rd Yearly Balance, 31st October, 1904, from Mayne, A. 2008. Building the Village: a history of Bendigo 
Bank, Wakefield Press, Kent Town. 
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ASSESSMENT AGAINST CRITERIA 

HERCON CRITERIA 
Criteria amended from VPP Practice Note ‘Applying the Heritage Overlay’ (September 2012) 

Criterion A – Importance to the course or pattern of the City of Greater Bendigo’s cultural or 
natural history (historical significance). 

1329 Calder Highway is an intact example of a type of cottage once common on the gold fields, 
with original kitchen and small outbuilding behind the house. The property is associated with 
Percy Whalebone who operated a bakery in the township. The home is one of the oldest extant 
dwellings in Marong Township. 

Criterion B – Possession of uncommon rare or endangered aspects of the City of City of 
Greater Bendigo’s cultural or natural history (rarity). 

It is the only remaining example of this particular type in the Marong town area. 

Criterion C – Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the City 
of Greater Bendigo’s cultural or natural history (research potential). 

N/A 

Criterion D – Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural or 

natural places and environments (representativeness). 

N/A 

Criterion E – Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 

N/A 

Criterion F – Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement at 
a particular period (technical significance). 

N/A 

Criterion G - Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for 
social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to Indigenous 
peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social significance). 

N/A 

Criterion H - Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 

importance in the City of Greater Bendigo’s history (associative significance). 

N/A 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

What is Significant 

The original form and fabric of the weatherboard hip and valley roofed house, gable roofed 
kitchen addition and small outbuilding at the rear of the house.  

 

How is it significant 
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1329 Calder Highway Marong is of historical significance to the City of Greater Bendigo and is a 
stylistically rare example of its type. 

Why is it significant 

1329 Calder Highway is probably the oldest extant house in Marong and is associated with the 
townships early inhabitants and development. It was constructed on a Crown Land Residency 
Area Right, and finally converted to Torrens Title in 1938. (Criteria A). 

The hip and valley style corrugated iron roofed cottage with its gabled kitchen extension to the 
rear and small outbuilding behind the house at 1329 Calder Highway the only example of its type 
remaining in Marong (Criterion B). 

Recommendations 

That 1329 Calder Highway Marong be included in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay Table in 
the City of Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 

External paint controls NO 

Internal alteration controls NO 

Tree controls NO 

Outbuildings and fences not exempt under 
Clause 43.01-3 

NO 

Included on the Victorian Heritage Register 
under the Heritage Act 2017 

NO 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  NO 
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PALM TREES  
ADAMS ST, MARONG 
 
Site: Outside Marong Hotel, 26 Adams St (Calder Highway) Marong  

Building Type:  n/a 

Intactness: Good  

Inspection Date:  5 January 2018 

Zoning: RDZ1 

Heritage Overlays: None. The palm trees are adjacent to the Marong Hotel HO 563, but are 
not included in the overlay. 

The palm trees are erroneously listed in Vic. War Heritage Inventory Hermes Number 127035 as 
Marong Avenue of Honour. 

Heritage Study: None. Mentioned in Heritage Citations Policy Project, Lovell Chen, 2010 
Volume 2, Lockwood to Neilborough, Marong Hotel, Although beyond the site boundary, the horse 
trough (donated by Anni and George Bill) [sic] and palmtrees to the south contribute to the hotel’s streetscape 
presence.  

They are not included within the overlay boundary of the Marong Hotel.  

Year of Construction: 1914 

Significance:  Local 

Recommendation: That the six palms and Bills horse trough outside the Marong Hotel in 
Adams St Marong be included in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay Table in the City of 
Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 

Extent of overlay: As shown, to include the root zone and canopy of the palms. 

 

 

Figure 1: Red line indicates extent of proposed overlay. Image: Google Earth
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SITE CITATION 

NAME 
Palm trees outside Marong Hotel, (HO 563) 

IMAGES 

 

Figure 2: The six palms beside the Marong Hotel 

 

 

Figure 3: The Marong Hotel with Bills horse trough to the left of the palms. 
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HISTORY 

TOWN  

The township of Marong is situated on Bullock Creek, about 15 km west south west of Bendigo 
CBD. The area was home to the Dja Dja Wurrung people for millennia before the arrival of the 
European explorers Major Thomas Mitchell and Edward John Eyre in the 1830s, followed by 
pastoralists in search of land to settle on with their flocks and herds.  

One of the earliest settlers in the region, Donald Campbell, arrived in Australia from Scotland in 
the 1830s. Campbell’s Argyle Inn opened about one kilometre south of the present town of 
Marong in October 1846. In July 1848 he advertised that The Argyle Hotel was offering 
accommodation with good stabling and secure bullock yards. This complex of buildings was 
situated about one kilometre south of the now township of Marong, and the red brick stables 
survive. They were used by Cobb and Co for changing of horses until 19241. The buildings are 
shown on a survey of the area by W S Urquhart in 1852.  

In October 1848 Campbell applied for a lease of over 51 000 acres with an estimated carrying 
capacity of 8 000 sheep and named it the Bullock Creek run. In 1852 the discovery of gold 
resulted in large numbers of miners from Bendigo and Eaglehawk bringing their wash dirt to 
Bullock Creek due to a lack of water in those localities.2 The first proper survey of the area was 
carried out in 1852 by W S Urquhart, and his work was continued by Richard Larritt including 
laying out plans for future population centres, including Marong township in 1855. By 1857 a 
number of town blocks in the Marong Township Reserve had been taken up at Crown Land 
Sales.  

The Marong School first opened in 1859 in a brick building paid for by the local inhabitants and 
erected by James Wait. Mr. James Barling was the first headmaster. Some of the original building 
was replaced in 1938, but a part still survives3. In 1861 36 dwellings were recorded in Marong, 
only twenty of which had two rooms or more. The Marong Roads District, which initially 
included Eaglehawk, was proclaimed in 1861, becoming the Shire of Marong in 1864. The seat 
of local Government within the Shire was at Lockwood until the new Shire Hall was built in 
Marong in 1908. In 1865 the population of the township itself was about 50, with about 5,500 
people in the Shire of Marong4, which included a number of towns including Kangaroo Flat, 
Lockwood, Bridgewater and Raywood. Marong, and the surrounding district was a thriving 
mining centre in the early part of the 20th Century with a population of 578 people recorded in 
the 1911 census5. This number had fallen to 400 in 1933 and remained slightly below that figure 
ever since. 

In 1867 rich finds were discovered at Marong Deep Lead, and the first deep shaft was opened at 
Lovie’s lead at the nearby Wilson’s Reef, only about 2 km west of Marong. The township of 
Wilson’s Hill which grew there was originally laid out as the Village of Darook as it appears on  
the 1887 map of Marong6. Few traces remain of what would have been a substantial settlement.  

                                                 
1 Thomas, J. 1999. The Century of Change History of Marong and District, self published,  p.32 
2 Hopkins, R 1985, Moving Forward, Looking Back, The History of the Marong Shire, Shire of Marong, p. 13. 

3 Century of Change , p. 7, 8 
4 5 Victorian Government Gazette: 29 – 25/02/1861, 98 – 29/06/1861, 178 – 06/12/1861, 98 – 
04/08/1865, and 06/08/1869). 
5 http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/marong. Accessed 27/2/2018 
6 Map of Marong, County of Bendigo, Dept of Lands and Survey, Melbourne by J. Noone, 3.6.87. TROVE National 
Library of Australia. 
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A new school was built there in 1877 with an enrolment of 80 pupils declining to 30 by 1903 and 
closing in 19087. The Wilson’s Reef mining area is now a reserve. In 1868 about 30 claims were 
being worked at Marong’s first gully. Further discoveries at Duke’s Flat and Whaler’s Hill 
Leichardt in 1868 meant that about 1,000 miners were working in the Marong district8. Mining 
remained profitable into the early 1900s, then declined. During the depression years of the 1930s 
mining areas were turned over again. Many other towns and settlements in the Marong Shire also 
dwindled with the decline of mining, and once thriving places such as Lockwood and Myers Flat 
never recovered. 

The railway from Sandhurst to Inglewood passed through Marong in 1875. The station building 
is no longer extant, but a timber trestle railway bridge over the Bullock Creek near the Shire hall 
remains. In its heyday Marong had three churches, seven hotels, and various businesses including 
bakeries, butchers, general stores, a dairy, a bootmaker and a blacksmith. The township received 
electricity in 1950, the farms in 1953. Never a large town, a 1948 aerial photo9 shows many 
vacant blocks in the township of Marong. Little had changed in a 1972 aerial photo10. There have 
been some new subdivisions and developments in recent years. Few early residential buildings 
remain intact in the town, the Victorian weatherboard cottage built in 1882 by James Barling 
being an example. The remaining cottages are representative of those that were not only in 
Marong, but the other nearby townships such as Wilson’s Hill and Lockwood which are no 
longer extant. 

There are existing Heritage Overlays in Marong on the Shire Hall (HO 559), the School 
(HO560), St Patricks Catholic Church and Presbytery (HO566), Holy Trinity Anglican Church 
(HO 565), the Presbyterian Church (HO564) and the Marong Hotel (HO563). There are no 
existing overlays on residential properties in the township of Marong, other than the Presbytery 
and stables included in HO566. 

PLACE- PALM TREES 

The Marong Hotel (HO 563) was originally constructed in the 1860s and was rebuilt in 1913. 
The following notice appeared in the Bendigo Advertiser on Monday 18 August ,1913 

TENDERS for RE-BUILDING MARONG HOTEL for A. Hollingsworth, are required by ROBT. F 
NICOLAI, 114 Forest St, R.J. WEBSTER, Bright-st, Eaglehawk, Joint Architects.  

This would make the Marong Hotel one of very few, if not the only, known extant examples by 
this partnership.11  

In 1914 Bendigo Councillor George William Knight gifted palm trees for the beautification of 
Marong. Cr Knight was a very well known nurseryman in Bendigo, noted for his generosity, and 
palms were among his specialties. He was born in London in 1832, and a newspaper article in 

                                                 
7 Hopkins, R. 1985,   Moving Forward Looking Back The history of the Marong Shire,  The Shire of Marong Victoria 150th 
Anniversary Committee, Marong. p.108. 
8 Ibid., p. 83 
9 Huntly C4 Aerial Survey Victoria, 1948. State Library of Victoria. 
10 Sheet 7724-4-2 Marong, Division of Survey and Mapping Victoria, 1980, from aerial photos taken January 1972. 
State Library of Victoria 
11 The Bendigo Independent ran a similar advertisement for tenders on Friday 29 August 1913.The Citation for HO 
563 incorrectly states that the present hotel dates to 1917, rebuilt after a fire, and gives no architect. No primary 
source could be found for this assertion during the course of this study. The Railway Hotel (where 25 High St now 
stands) however was widely reported in the newspapers as having burnt down in 1912, and was subsequently rebuilt, 
closing in 1922. 
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1913 describes him as  

One of Bendigo’s most interesting, versatile and useful citizens… ex-railway engineer, mining and land surveyor, 
architect, viticulturalist, florist, nurseryman, botanist, experimentalist, investigator and discoverer of new species, 
territorial magistrate for Victoria since 1870, and member of the Bendigo City Council.12 

George W Knight lived to grand old age passing away on 3 August 1923. Active to the end, he 
stood for Bendigo East in the 1921 State election, and was acknowledged in 1922 for his 52 years 
as a justice of the peace and magistrate13.  

The following article appeared in the Bendigo Advertiser on Friday, 7 August 191414 

BEAUTIFYING MARONG 

CR. G.W. KNIGHTS GIFT. 

Cr. G. W. Knight, of the Bendigo City Council, attended the Marong Shire Council meeting yesterday, and 
signified his intention of donating a number of palm trees, similar to those at present growing at the 
entrance to the Bendigo Art Gallery (the botanical name of which is “Phoenix Macrocarpa”) to be 
planted inside the fence in front of the Shire Hall, also along the path leading to the front entrance of the 
hall.  

The Shire President Cr. Poole, thanked him for his generous donation, which would beautify the 
locality. 

Cr Knight … said he had imported seed of the palms from the slopes of Mt Vesuvius about 30 years ago, and 
received the seed year after year… In a few years they would grow to be an ornament to Marong, and 
would live for a hundred years. He would like to see another row of palms on the other side of the road, 
and would donate two to be placed in front of the Marong Hotel…He concluded by stating that he would 
attend the next meeting of the council and plant the palms. 

In a report in The Bendigo Independent15 on the same subject, Cr Knight  

Was sure the palms would greatly improve the appearance of Marong. To go further, he would like to suggest that 
Mr Hollingworth, of the Hotel, plant palms along his hotel frontage opposite the hall. He would give him 
two palms. After luncheon Cr Knight with his tape measure pegged out the ground for the holes. 

It would appear that Mr Hollingworth agreed as six palms were planted alongside his recently 
rebuilt hotel. Although only Canary Island Palms (Phoenix canariensis syn. P. macrocarpa) were 
mentioned, both the Shire Hall Grounds and the Marong Hotel trees include Mexican Fan Palms 
(Washingtonia robusta) which were also very popular at the time, and also grown by Mr Knight at 
his nursery in Epsom. Some of the palms in the grounds of the former Marong Shire Hall have 
since been removed, and the remaining palms are included in the overlay for the former Marong 
Shire Hall (HO 559). These include a row of alternating Phoenix and Washingtonia palms along 
the High St side. 

 

                                                 
12 Bendigo Independent Thursday 19 June 1913 p.6 “PIONEERS AND ALL”,Trove NLA. The article goes on to 
give an overview of his life so far. 
13 David Dunstan, 'Knight, George William (1831–1923)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of 
Biography, Australian National University, http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/knight-george-william-
13029/text23557, published first in hardcopy 2005, accessed online 26 February 2018. 
14 Bendigo Advertiser (Vic. : 1855 - 1918), Friday 7 August 1914, page 2. The same article appeared in the 
Bendigonian on Tue 11 Aug 1914, p.5. National Library of Australia TROVE 
15 The Bendigo Independent, Friday 7 August, 1914 p.5. NLA Trove 
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There are several other Canary Island Palms close by and these are accounted for by Jean 
Thomas16,  

The township has featured Palm trees on the Calder Highway outside the hotel and on the property of the Shire 
Council Chambers, and for many years one large palm was in the garden of the Shire residence which was removed 
to allow for a residential garden. Early in 1998 the City of Greater Bendigo planted in High St two large palms 
 which are now established, in 1999, another palm tree was shifted from the Hotel yard to High Street 
 and these compliment the other palms in the area.  

It had been thought by some that the palms outside the Marong Hotel on Adams St formed an 
Avenue of Honour for those killed in WWI, however this is not the case and the citation in the 
Victorian War Heritage Inventory, Hermes Number 127035, Marong Avenue of Honour, is not 
accurate.  

Extensive enquiries17 have produced no evidence that these palms were an avenue of honour or 
had any association with the memorial gates erected in 1926 on the opposite side of the road at 
the former Shire Hall. 

However, evidence was found that a row of eucalypts was planted in 1920 on the reserve in the 
centre of High St as a memorial to those who served. 

It was found that in the 1919 and 1920 minutes in the Shire of Marong Minutes Book 1915-1925 
there is much about the Honour Roll, the Honour Book, and the Marble Plaque in Council 
Chambers, all of which survive, however only two items were found re planting trees, and these 
referred to the reserve in the centre of High St. 18. 

Ken Arnold states, in his book Bendigo and Environs the Way it Was19 

Marong Park in High St was planted with trees to honour all the district servicemen. 

The trees planted were Eucalypts, not palms, as Jean Thomas notes in her book20 Century of 
Change,  

Gum trees were planted in High St Marong, as a Memorial to Honour all district Servicemen. A barb-wire fence 
 was erected around the area to get them established and it was known as the Marong Park. 

 

Figure 6: 1948 Memorial avenue. Image: Huntly C4 Aerial Survey Victoria 1948. State Library Victoria. 

                                                 
16 Thomas, J. 1999, The Century of Change History of Marong and District, self published, p.3 
17 Bev Hanson, local historian, pers comms via telephone, Jan 2018, and RSL Museum, via telephone Jan 2018, 
Bendigo Historical Society, Eaglehawk historical Society, Jan 2018 
18 Original Shire of Marong Minute Book, 1915-1925, held at BRAC, Minutes of meetings Thursday, 24 July, 1919, 
and Thursday 5 August, 1920. 
19 Arnold, K, 2003, Bendigo Its Environs the Way it Was, Crown Castleton Publishers, p.128 
20 Thomas, J. 1999, The Century of Change History of Marong and District, self published, p.83 
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These trees are visible as a single row in the centre of High St in 194821 and 197222 aerial 
photographs, however it appears that none of these original plantings survive. There is no extant 
plaque or other physical evidence that this was a memorial avenue. 

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS- PALMS 
Both Canary Island Palms (Phoenix canariensis) and Mexican Fan Palms (Washingtonia robusta and 
Washingtonia filifera)) were extensively planted, although avenues were usually of a single species.  

A row of tall Washingtonia palms along the Midland Highway at Epsom near Howard St, 
adjacent to the Aldi supermarket, are on the site of G. W. Knight’s Palm Nursery, from where 
the Marong palms would have been sourced. These trees are protected under HO 857. There is 
another row of Washingtonias in the Conservatory gardens, also under an overlay, HO216, 
however several have been lost in recent years. Fortuna Villa (VHR H2211, HO434) has a well 
known row of these palms above the lake, and also several Phoenix canariensis within the grounds.  

Canary Island palms were often planted as specimen trees in both private and public gardens, 
both in Melbourne and the regions, and were also planted in avenues in Melbourne suburbs, 
such as along Mt Alexander Rd, Essendon. There are a number of examples in Bendigo, 
including two fine specimens at the War Memorial entrance gates to the Bendigo Botanic 
Gardens at White Hills, (VHR H1915, HO679), and three more within the grounds. Several large 
Canary Island palms have been moved onto traffic roundabouts in central Bendigo by council in 
recent years. 

An unusual planting of alternate Washingtonia and Canary Island Palms can be seen in the 
grounds of St Kilian’s Catholic Church McCrae St Bendigo.  These are included in the State 
listing for St Kilian’s, (VHR H1341, HO179) which states  

Other notable features include the historically important bell and bell tower, the iron and granite fence and palms 
plants, which are aesthetically important for their formal streetscape qualities. The stepped row of Washingtonia 
palms alternating with shorter Canary Island palms which border the Chapel and McCrae Street frontages and 
the Backhaus' gravesite is unusual and of note. 

This is the most similar planting to the palms at the Marong Hotel. 

CITY OF GREATER BENDIGO FRAMEWORK OF HISTORICAL THEMES 

This property is associated with the following historic theme taken from the Greater Bendigo 

Thematic Environmental History (2013): 

6.0 Building towns, cities and the Greater Bendigo area 

ASSESSMENT AGAINST CRITERIA 

HERCON CRITERIA 
Criteria amended from VPP Practice Note ‘Applying the Heritage Overlay’ (September 2012) 

Criterion A – Importance to the course or pattern of the City of Greater Bendigo’s cultural or 
natural history (historical significance). 

The row of palm trees, consisting of three Canary Island Palms (Phoenix canariensis syn. P. 
macrocarpa) and three Mexican Fan Palms (Washingtonia robusta), outside the Marong Hotel facing 
                                                 
21 Huntly C4 Aerial Survey Victoria, 1948, State Library Victoria 
22 Sheet 7724-4-2 Marong, Division of Survey and Mapping Victoria, 1980, from aerial photos taken January 1972. 
State Library of Victoria 
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Adams Street were planted in 1914. George Knight, a well known nurseryman in Bendigo, was 
reported in The Bendigo Independent of the 7th August 1914, to have offered at the council 
meeting the previous day a number of palm trees to the Marong Council to be planted in the 
council Chamber’s yard as he “Was sure the palms would greatly improve the appearance of 
Marong.” He also suggested that as a continuation of the beautification of the town Albert 
Hollingsworth plant a number opposite in front of the Marong Hotel, of which Hollingsworth 
was the licensee at the time. The Hotel had been severely damaged by fire in 1913 and rebuilt in 
1913-14. To encourage this to occur George offered to supply two palms “free of charge”. The 
Palm trees have since been a looked-for landmark in Marong. Albert Hollingsworth was licensee 
of the Marong Hotel from 1897 to 1922 and an active member of the community.  

George Knight was well known and respected in Bendigo, in 1913 it was published that George 
Knight was an … ex-railway engineer, mining and land surveyor, architect, viticulturalist, florist, nurseryman, 
botanist, experimentalist, investigator and discoverer of new species, territorial magistrate for Victoria since 1870, 
and member of the Bendigo City Council. 

Criterion B – Possession of uncommon rare or endangered aspects of the City of City of 
Greater Bendigo’s cultural or natural history (rarity). 

Rows of Palm trees of one type are not uncommon, however it is rare to find a row of 
alternating Canary Island Palms (Phoenix canariensis syn. P. macrocarpa) and Mexican Fan Palms 
(Washingtonia robusta). The only other example (apart from those in the grounds of the Marong 
Shire Hall) in the Greater Bendigo area is located in the grounds of  St Killian’s Church Bendigo 
(VHR H1341, HO179), where the planting is described as ‘unusual and of note’.  

Criterion C – Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the City 
of Greater Bendigo’s cultural or natural history (research potential). 

N/A 

Criterion D – Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural or 

natural places and environments (representativeness). 

N/A 

Criterion E – Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 

The row of palm trees, consisting of three Canary Island Palms (Phoenix canariensis syn. P. 
macrocarpa) and three Mexican Fan Palms (Washingtonia robusta) outside the Marong Hotel, and 
their visual connection to those located in the grounds of the old Marong Shire Hall, planted at 
the same time, provide a unifying effect in the centre of the township. 

Criterion F – Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement at 
a particular period (technical significance). 

N/A 

Criterion G - Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for 
social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to Indigenous 
peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social significance). 

N/A 

Criterion H - Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 

importance in the City of Greater Bendigo’s history (associative significance). 
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The Palms have a strong association with G. W. Knight. Over the term of this life George 
became involved in a number of occupations, civic and public organisations and contributed to 
the growth and amenity of the citizens not only of Bendigo but the surrounding district. He was 
a well known nurseryman and plants, of which palm trees were prominent, were distributed by 
Knight throughout the State of Victoria. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

What is Significant 

Row of six mature palms consisting of three Canary Island Palms (Phoenix canariensis syn. P. 
macrocarpa) and three Mexican Fan Palms (Washingtonia robusta) planted alternately, along the 
south side of the Marong Hotel, in Adams St, Marong. 

How is it significant 

The rare planting (Criteria B) of the row of three Canary Island Palms (Phoenix canariensis syn. P. 
macrocarpa) and three Mexican Fan Palms (Washingtonia robusta) planted alternately is historically 
(Criteria A) and aesthetically (Criteria E) significant to the City of Greater Bendigo. 

Why is it significant 

The alternating row of three Canary Island Palms (Phoenix canariensis syn. P. macrocarpa) and three 
Mexican Fan Palms (Washingtonia robusta), planted in 1914 in front of the newly constructed 
Marong Hotel, provide an aesthetically pleasing entry to the town centre, particularly from the 
south (Criteria E). They are associated with George Knight, a well known Bendigo identity who 
served on the Bendigo City Council and was a Territorial Magistrate for Victoria for over 45 
years. George Knight was a successful nurseryman with extensive horticultural knowledge who 
distributed plants throughout Victoria. He employed his own collectors of plants and specialised 
in Palms, the seed of some collected from the slopes of Mt Vesuvius. He wore many hats during 
his life including those of a railway engineer, mining and land surveyor, architect, nurseryman, 
viticulturalist, botanist and florist. (Criteria A). 

While both species are well represented individually in the Greater Bendigo area  the particularly 
alternate planting arrangement is rare with only one other example in the district at St Kilians 
Church Bendigo. 

Recommendations 

That the six mature palms be included in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay Table in the City 
of Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 

External paint controls NO 

Internal alteration controls NO 

Tree controls YES 

Outbuildings and fences not exempt under 
Clause 43.01-3 

NO 

Included on the Victorian Heritage Register 
under the Heritage Act 2017 

NO 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  NO 
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This Report was prepared by Minerva Heritage 
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BILLS HORSE TROUGH, AT MARONG HOTEL, 26 ADAMS ST, MARONG 
 

Site: Outside Marong Hotel, HO 563, next to palm trees. 

Building Type: n/a 

Intactness: Fair 

Inspection Date: 5 January 2018 

Zoning: RDZ1 

Heritage Overlays: None. The Bills Horse Trough is adjacent to the Marong Hotel HO 563, 
but not included in the overlay. 

Other Overlays: None 

Heritage Study: None. Mentioned in Heritage Citations Policy Project, Lovell Chen, 2010 
Volume 2, Lockwood to Neilborough, Although beyond the site boundary, the horse trough (donated bv 
Anni and George Bill) [sic] and  palmtrees to the south contribute to the hotel’s streetscape presence.  

They are not included within the overlay boundary.  

Year of Construction: Probably early 1930s. 

Significance: Local 

Recommendation: Bills Horse Rrough outside the Marong Hotel in Adams St Marong be 
included in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay Table in the City of Greater Bendigo Planning 
Scheme. 

Extent of Overlay: As shown, adjacent to palm trees. 

 

 

Figure 1: Curtilage of proposed overlay outlined in red. Image: Pozi 
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Figure 5: Bills Horse Trough outside the Marong Hotel. 

 

 
Figure 6: The Marong Hotel in 1986 with intact Bills Trough and original Verandah. Image: John T. 

Collins Collection, State Library of Victoria. 

 

  

Figure 7: Detail of the above image shows intact trough with base. 
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Figure 8: An intact Bills Horse Trough including base and dog trough at the Bendigo Showgrounds. 

 
Figure 9: The intact terrazzo plaque on the above trough. 

 

Figure 10: Intact Bills trough at Sebastopol, Ballarat, with interpretive signage.  

Image: billswatertroughs.wordpress.com 

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY 
Outside the Marong Hotel (HO 563) at26 Adams St, Marong 

DESCRIPTION 
The concrete horse trough at the western end of the row of palms is typical of those donated by 
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the bequest of Annis and George Bills. It probably dates to 19301 or a little later. The trough is 
of pre-cast concrete with a curved pediment, with a plaque bearing the inscription 'Donated by 
Annis & George Bills Australia'. The plaque has been cast in terrazzo2 as is seen on all the 
standard Bills troughs. The colours of the plaques vary, possibly depending on where the trough 
was manufactured. The black and white variety seen on the Marong trough may indicate an early 
example. There is evidence of the trough having been painted in the past, possibly with 
advertising signage. 

INTACTNESS 
The trough is of a standard design in pre cast concrete. There has been some damage to the 
front edge of the trough and the top of the pediment revealing rusted steel reinforcing bars. A 
large crack runs through the body of the trough which has been repaired with cement. There is 
some damage in the area of the plaque, which has been patched with cement. The concrete base, 
which would have consisted of three blocks of concrete as seen in extant intact and complete 
examples, is missing, and so is the dog trough.  

A photograph taken in 1986 shows the trough to be intact and with its base at that time. The 
original hotel verandah was replaced some time after 2005. 

PLACE HISTORY 

TOWN  
The township of Marong is situated on Bullock Creek, about 15 km west south west of Bendigo 
CBD. The area was home to the Dja Dja Wurrung people for millennia before the arrival of the 
European explorers Major Thomas Mitchell and Edward John Eyre in the 1830s, followed by 
pastoralists in search of land to settle on with their flocks and herds.  

One of the earliest settlers in the region, Donald Campbell, arrived in Australia from Scotland in 
the 1830s. Campbell’s Argyle Inn opened about one kilometre south of the present town of 
Marong in October 1846. In July 1848 he advertised that The Argyle Hotel was offering 
accommodation with good stabling and secure bullock yards. This complex of buildings was 
situated about one kilometre south of the now township of Marong, and the red brick stables 
survive. They were used by Cobb and Co for changing of horses until 19243. The buildings are 
shown on a survey of the area by W S Urquhart in 1852.  

In October 1848 Campbell applied for a lease of over 51 000 acres with an estimated carrying 
capacity of 8 000 sheep and named it the Bullock Creek run. In 1852 the discovery of gold 
resulted in large numbers of miners from Bendigo and Eaglehawk bringing their wash dirt to 
Bullock Creek due to a lack of water in those localities.4 The first proper survey of the area was 
carried out in 1852 by W S Urquhart, and his work was continued by Richard Larritt including 
laying out plans for future population centres, including Marong township in 1855. By 1857 a 
number of town blocks in the Marong Township Reserve had been taken up at Crown Land 
Sales.  

                                                 
1 Thomas, J. 1999. The Century of Change History of Marong and District, self published,  p.6 says it was erected in 1927. 
This is not possible. 
2 Terrazzo is a composite material, poured in place or precast. It consists of chips of marble, quartz, granite, glass, 
or other suitable material, poured with a cementitious binder and additional chips may be sprinkled atop the mix 
before it sets. After it is cured it is ground and polished smooth or otherwise finished to produce a uniformly 
textured surface. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terrazzo 
3 Thomas, J. 1999. The Century of Change History of Marong and District, self published,  p.32 
4 Hopkins, R 1985, Moving Forward, Looking Back, The History of the Marong Shire, Shire of Marong, p. 13. 
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The Marong School first opened in 1859 in a brick building paid for by the local inhabitants and 
erected by James Wait. Mr. James Barling was the first headmaster. Some of the original building 
was replaced in 1938, but a part still survives5. In 1861 36 dwellings were recorded in Marong, 
only twenty of which had two rooms or more. The Marong Roads District, which initially 
included Eaglehawk, was proclaimed in 1861, becoming the Shire of Marong in 1864. The seat 
of local Government within the Shire was at Lockwood until the new Shire Hall was built in 
Marong in 1908. In 1865 the population of the township itself was about 50, with about 5,500 
people in the Shire of Marong6, which included a number of towns including Kangaroo Flat, 
Lockwood, Bridgewater and Raywood. Marong, and the surrounding district was a thriving 
mining centre in the early part of the 20th Century with a population of 578 people recorded in 
the 1911 census7. This number had fallen to 400 in 1933 and remained slightly below that figure 
ever since. 

In 1867 rich finds were discovered at Marong Deep Lead, and the first deep shaft was opened at 
Lovie’s lead at the nearby Wilson’s Reef, only about 2 km west of Marong. The township of 
Wilson’s Hill which grew there was originally laid out as the Village of Darook as it appears on  
the 1887 map of Marong8. Few traces remain of what would have been a substantial settlement. 
A new school was built there in 1877 with an enrolment of 80 pupils declining to 30 by 1903 and 
closing in 19089. The Wilson’s Reef mining area is now a reserve. In 1868 about 30 claims were 
being worked at Marong’s first gully. Further discoveries at Duke’s Flat and Whaler’s Hill 
Leichardt in 1868 meant that about 1,000 miners were working in the Marong district10. Mining 
remained profitable into the early 1900s, then declined. During the depression years of the 1930s 
mining areas were turned over again. Many other towns and settlements in the Marong Shire also 
dwindled with the decline of mining, and once thriving places such as Lockwood and Myers Flat 
never recovered. 

The railway from Sandhurst to Inglewood passed through Marong in 1875. The station building 
is no longer extant, but a timber trestle railway bridge over the Bullock Creek near the Shire hall 
remains. In its heyday Marong had three churches, seven hotels, and various businesses including 
bakeries, butchers, general stores, a dairy, a bootmaker and a blacksmith. The township received 
electricity in 1950, the farms in 1953. Never a large town, a 1948 aerial photo11 shows many 
vacant blocks in the township of Marong. Little had changed in a 1972 aerial photo12. There have 
been some new subdivisions and developments in recent years. Few early residential buildings 
remain intact in the town, the Victorian weatherboard cottage built in 1882 by James Barling 
being an example. The remaining cottages are representative of those that were not only in 
Marong, but the other nearby townships such as Wilson’s Hill and Lockwood which are no 
longer extant. 

There are existing Heritage Overlays in Marong on the Shire Hall (HO 559), the School 

                                                 
5 Century of Change , p. 7, 8 
6 5 Victorian Government Gazette: 29 – 25/02/1861, 98 – 29/06/1861, 178 – 06/12/1861, 98 – 
04/08/1865, and 06/08/1869). 
7 http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/marong. Accessed 27/2/2018 
8 Map of Marong, County of Bendigo, Dept of Lands and Survey, Melbourne by J. Noone, 3.6.87. TROVE National 
Library of Australia. 
9 Hopkins, R. 1985,   Moving Forward Looking Back The history of the Marong Shire,  The Shire of Marong Victoria 150th 
Anniversary Committee, Marong. p.108. 
10 Ibid., p. 83 
11 Huntly C4 Aerial Survey Victoria, 1948. State Library of Victoria. 
12 Sheet 7724-4-2 Marong, Division of Survey and Mapping Victoria, 1980, from aerial photos taken January 1972. 
State Library of Victoria 



6 
Bills Horse Trough Marong Heritage Citation, prepared by Minerva Heritage © 2018 

(HO560), St Patricks Catholic Church and Presbytery (HO566), Holy Trinity Anglican Church 
(HO 565), the Presbyterian Church (HO564) and the Marong Hotel (HO563). There are no 
existing overlays on residential properties in the township of Marong, other than the Presbytery 
and stables included in HO566. 

 

BILLS WATER TROUGH 
The water trough outside the Marong Hotel is said to have been erected in 192713, but this is 
extremely unlikely as George Bills did not die until December 1927, and troughs of this standard 
design were only manufactured after 1930, the earlier ones being of a different pattern. It was 
moved in recent years when the footpath was asphalted and a fence erected, probably when the 
verandah was replaced, but then put back near its original position without its base.14  

The trough is one of those donated through a trust set up by George and Annis Bills. George 
Bills was born in England in 1859. He arrived in Echuca in 1873 having first migrated with his 
family to New Zealand. In 1882 he opened a bird dealer's shop in Brisbane, where he met and 
married Annis Swann. In 1884 he and his brothers developed a highly profitable business making 
innerspring mattresses in Sydney. Whilst he lived George gave generously and anonymously to 
charity. As an animal lover, he left the greater part of his fortune for their benefit, reasoning that 
while 5000 people leave money to charity, only one or two would remember dumb creatures15. 
George became a Life Governor of the RSPCA in 1924. They had no children and Annis died in 
England in March 1910. After George died in December 1927, under the terms of his will a trust 
fund was set up, believed to be around £70,000-£80,000, for the welfare of animals. One of the 
purposes of the trust was to provide troughs for horses, and for the purpose of preventing 
cruelty, and alleviating the sufferings of animals in any country. Several troughs donated by the 
Bills trust fund, but to different designs, are extant in England, Ireland, Canada, South Africa, 
Japan and other countries.  

There were about 50016 placed in Australia, the majority of the troughs being installed in Victoria 
and NSW between 1930 and 1939. The rise of the motor vehicle meant that no more of the 
troughs were produced after WWII. Initially the troughs were individually designed and 
constructed, but by the early 1930s, a standard design was being produced in Hawthorn. The 
troughs were of pre-cast concrete with a curved pediment bearing a plaque in terrazzo with the 
inscription 'Donated by Annis & George Bills Australia'.  

Manufacture was subsequently handled by Rocla, who produced troughs to the same design in 
Victoria and later in New South Wales. A local council could apply for a town horse trough. 
Troughs were supplied on application by councils, and truckloads of 10 were often sent from the 
factory for installation by a team of men in country towns17, providing employment during the 
depression years. Each trough cost £13 plus transport and installation, paid by the trust. They 
remained the property of the council, who maintained them. Troughs were likely to be placed at 
the entrance to a town, often outside a hotel, so horses could have a drink after a trip to town.  
Others were placed near to sale yards to cater for horses and dogs. There was also a small water 
trough for dogs and other small animals attached to the end of a horse trough.  

                                                 
13 Thomas, J. 1999. The Century of Change History of Marong and District, self published,  p.6 
14 Bev Hanson, Marong, Pers. Comm. February 2018 
15 Nurmurkah Leader, Tue 3 August, 1937, p.4 Bills Horse Troughs. TROVE. 
16 Most sources say 500, however several say up to 900. 
17 https://pateblog.nma.gov.au/2014/05/14/for-the-relief-of-horses-a-gift-from-annis-and-george-bills/ 
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Aside from the horse troughs, the trust was involved with other animal welfare projects 
including the establishment of the George Bills RSPCA Rescue Centre at Burwood East, 
Victoria, which opened in 196418. 

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS- BILLS HORSE TROUGH 
A number of Bills horse troughs survive in Victoria, including intact examples with their base 
and dog trough, in various towns including Omeo, Ballarat, Kaniva and Carisbrook, as well as in 
Melbourne.  

There are extant complete troughs in their original position at the Little Sebastian Hotel, 
Sebastian (HO 657) and the Raywood Hotel, Raywood (HO647). Both hotels have a Heritage 
Overlay, but neither include the horse trough within the overlay curtilage.  

Many surviving troughs have been moved from their original location. An intact but relocated 
example in good condition can be seen at the Bendigo Showgrounds. A number have lost their 
bases and dog troughs in the process of being moved, and been placed on a concrete slab. For 
example the Bills trough in the grounds of St Lawrence Court opposite Esler St, California 
Gully, which is now used as a planter. 

Some of Bendigo’s troughs have gone missing in recent years19 including those at the former Bull 
and Mouth Hotel, McIvor Rd, the Boundary Hotel, Bendigo, the Rose of Australia Hotel, Long 
Gully, the Turf Hotel at Epsom and the Huntly Hotel. There is a Bills trough of unknown 
provenance at the City of Greater Bendigo council depot in Adam St, and another at the Central 
Deborah Gold Mine. The Bills Trough at the One Tree Hill Hotel, Spring Gully, has recently 
been moved from the roadside onto private property. 

An intact Bills Trough in good condition can be seen outside 418 Pleasant St Sebastopol, 
Ballarat, which has an interpretive signage panel beside it (Fig. 10). Most intact examples are 
missing the steel cover over the end compartment which housed the ball valve to regulate the 
water level, but this example retains this element. There are at least two other troughs with 
interpretive signage in Ballarat. 

ASSESSMENT AGAINST CRITERIA 
CITY OF GREATER BENDIGO FRAMEWORK OF HISTORICAL THEMES 

Criteria amended from VPP Practice Note ‘Applying the Heritage Overlay’ (September 2012) 

Criterion A – Importance to the course or pattern of the City of Greater Bendigo’s cultural or 
natural history (historical significance). 

The Bills horse trough at Marong is a reminder of the reliance on horses as transport until WWII 
and as a practical measure of providing for animal welfare. Councils applied for troughs donated 
by the Bills trust fund, and a number were requested by various local councils before 
amalgamation and placed at sites in what is now the City of Greater Bendigo. 

Criterion B – Possession of uncommon rare or endangered aspects of the City of City of 
Greater Bendigo’s cultural or natural history (rarity). 

n/a 

Criterion C – Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the City 
of Greater Bendigo’s cultural or natural history (research potential). 

                                                 
18https://billswatertroughs.wordpress.com/2012/11/29/history-of-the-bills-horse-troughs/  
19 http://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/5056390/whats-happened-to-the-old-horse-troughs/ 
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n/a 

Criterion D – Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural or 

natural places and environments (representativeness). 

The trough is a representative example of the standard registered design of precast concrete 
trough erected in the 1930s by the Annis and George Bills Trust. 

Criterion E – Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 

The troughs were constructed to a standard design which enhanced the streetscape whilst 
commemorating the generosity of Annis and George Bills 

Criterion F – Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement at 
a particular period (technical significance). 

n/a 

Criterion G - Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for 
social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to Indigenous 
peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social significance). 

n/a 

Criterion H - Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 

importance in the City of Greater Bendigo’s history (associative significance). 

The trough has an association with George and Annis Bills Trust fund through which troughs 
were donated on application by local councils. 

 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

What is Significant 

Cast concrete horse trough donated by the trust fund set up by George and Annis Bills.  

How is it significant 

It is of local historic (Criterion A), representative (Criterion D), aesthetic (Criterion E) and 
associative (Criterion H) heritage significance to the City of Greater Bendigo. 

Why is it significant 

It is of historic significance as one of many concrete horse troughs that were installed in Victoria 
and New South Wales between 1930 and 1939 from the trust fund set up by George and Annis 
Bills. It is of historic significance as one of few remaining Bills troughs in situ in the City of 
Greater Bendigo. The trough demonstrates an unusual philanthropic trust (for its period) as it 
deals with the welfare of horses in particular and other animals as needed. It also demonstrates 
the extent to which horses were still part of everyday street life up until World War II.  

The trough is a representative example of the standard registered design of precast concrete 
trough erected in the 1930s by the Annis and George Bills Trust. 

 

It is of aesthetic significance for its style and design. The trough contributes to the streetscape 



9 
Bills Horse Trough Marong Heritage Citation, prepared by Minerva Heritage © 2018 

values, especially as it is situated outside the hotel and adjacent to the palms. 

It is of associative significance because it is one of the troughs received from the George and 
Annis Bills Trust fund, through which troughs were donated on application by local councils. 

 

Recommendations 

That the Bills horse trough at the Marong Hotel be included in the Schedule to the Heritage 
Overlay Table in the City of Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 

 

External paint controls YES 

Internal alteration controls NO 

Tree controls NO 

Outbuildings and fences not exempt under 
Clause 43.01-3 

NO 

Included on the Victorian Heritage Register 
under the Heritage Act 2017 

NO 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  

 

NO 
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This Report was prepared by Minerva Heritage 

Dr Gary R Hill BA (Ceramics), B Vis Arts Hons, PhD La Trobe, Grad Dip Cultural Heritage 
Deakin 

Elaine Doling B Vis Arts, BA, Grad Dip Ed La Trobe, M Cultural Heritage Deakin 

All recent photographs by the authors. 
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RAILWAY BRIDGE OVER BULLOCK CREEK, MARONG   

 
Site: Bullock Creek at Marong, off Adams St 

Building Type:  Timber trestle Railway Bridge 

Intactness: Good 

Inspection Date: 5 January, 2018 

Zoning: ESO1 (Environmental Significance Overlay), PUZ4 (Public Use Zone- Transport), 
Area of Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Sensitivity- Selected Land  

Heritage Overlays: None 

Heritage Study: Marong Heritage Study 1994, timber rail bridge (Map 33C) mentioned as a 
potential place of heritage significance. It is noted in the 1997 National Trust of Australia 
(Victoria) Victorian Timber Bridges Survey as being of regional significance, and the only extant 
bridge of its design. 

Year of Construction: 1875, Rebuilt 1922 

Significance:  Local 

Recommendation:   That the Railway Bridge over the Bullock Creek at Marong be included in 
the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay Table in the City of Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 

Extent of overlay: As marked in red (Figure 1) includes bridge and embankment. 

 

 

Figure 1: Proposed curtilage outlined in red. Image: Google Earth 
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recently as 2001. All maintenance and replacement of piles and other work follows the original 
1922 plan. 

Several of the transverse timber deck timbers have failed near the western end, otherwise the 
structure appears intact. 

PLACE HISTORY 

TOWN  

The township of Marong is situated on Bullock Creek, about 15 km west south west of Bendigo 
CBD. The area was home to the Dja Dja Wurrung people for millennia before the arrival of the 
European explorers Major Thomas Mitchell and Edward John Eyre in the 1830s, followed by 
pastoralists in search of land to settle on with their flocks and herds.  

One of the earliest settlers in the region, Donald Campbell, arrived in Australia from Scotland in 
the 1830s. Campbell’s Argyle Inn opened about one kilometre south of the present town of 
Marong in October 1846. In July 1848 he advertised that The Argyle Hotel was offering 
accommodation with good stabling and secure bullock yards. This complex of buildings was 
situated about one kilometre south of the now township of Marong, and the red brick stables 
survive. They were used by Cobb and Co for changing of horses until 19241. The buildings are 
shown on a survey of the area by W S Urquhart in 1852.  

In October 1848 Campbell applied for a lease of over 51 000 acres with an estimated carrying 
capacity of 8 000 sheep and named it the Bullock Creek run. In 1852 the discovery of gold 
resulted in large numbers of miners from Bendigo and Eaglehawk bringing their wash dirt to 
Bullock Creek due to a lack of water in those localities.2 The first proper survey of the area was 
carried out in 1852 by W S Urquhart, and his work was continued by Richard Larritt including 
laying out plans for future population centres, including Marong township in 1855. By 1857 a 
number of town blocks in the Marong Township Reserve had been taken up at Crown Land 
Sales.  

The Marong School first opened in 1859 in a brick building paid for by the local inhabitants and 
erected by James Wait. Mr. James Barling was the first headmaster. Some of the original building 
was replaced in 1938, but a part still survives3. In 1861 36 dwellings were recorded in Marong, 
only twenty of which had two rooms or more. The Marong Roads District, which initially 
included Eaglehawk, was proclaimed in 1861, becoming the Shire of Marong in 1864. The seat 
of local Government within the Shire was at Lockwood until the new Shire Hall was built in 
Marong in 1908. In 1865 the population of the township itself was about 50, with about 5,500 
people in the Shire of Marong4, which included a number of towns including Kangaroo Flat, 
Lockwood, Bridgewater and Raywood. Marong, and the surrounding district was a thriving 
mining centre in the early part of the 20th Century with a population of 578 people recorded in 
the 1911 census5. This number had fallen to 400 in 1933 and remained slightly below that figure 
ever since. 

In 1867 rich finds were discovered at Marong Deep Lead, and the first deep shaft was opened at 

                                                 
1 Thomas, J. 1999. The Century of Change History of Marong and District, self published,  p.32 
2 Hopkins, R 1985, Moving Forward, Looking Back, The History of the Marong Shire, Shire of Marong, p. 13. 

3 Century of Change , p. 7, 8 
4 5 Victorian Government Gazette: 29 – 25/02/1861, 98 – 29/06/1861, 178 – 06/12/1861, 98 – 
04/08/1865, and 06/08/1869). 
5 http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/marong. Accessed 27/2/2018 
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Lovie’s lead at the nearby Wilson’s Reef, only about 2 km west of Marong. The township of 
Wilson’s Hill which grew there was originally laid out as the Village of Darook as it appears on  
the 1887 map of Marong6. Few traces remain of what would have been a substantial settlement. 
A new school was built there in 1877 with an enrolment of 80 pupils declining to 30 by 1903 and 
closing in 19087. The Wilson’s Reef mining area is now a reserve. In 1868 about 30 claims were 
being worked at Marong’s first gully. Further discoveries at Duke’s Flat and Whaler’s Hill 
Leichardt in 1868 meant that about 1,000 miners were working in the Marong district8. Mining 
remained profitable into the early 1900s, then declined. During the depression years of the 1930s 
mining areas were turned over again. Many other towns and settlements in the Marong Shire also 
dwindled with the decline of mining, and once thriving places such as Lockwood and Myers Flat 
never recovered. 

The railway from Sandhurst to Inglewood passed through Marong in 1875. The station building 
is no longer extant, but a timber trestle railway bridge constructed in 1922 over the Bullock 
Creek near the Shire hall remains. In its heyday Marong had three churches, seven hotels, and 
various businesses including bakeries, butchers, general stores, a dairy, a bootmaker and a 
blacksmith. The township received electricity in 1950, the farms in 1953. Never a large town, a 
1948 aerial photo9 shows many vacant blocks in the township of Marong. Little had changed in a 
1972 aerial photo10. There have been some new subdivisions and developments in recent years. 
Few early residential buildings remain intact in the town, the miners cottage at 82 Goldie St 
being an example. The remaining cottages are representative of those that were in not only 
Marong, but also the other nearby townships such as Wilson’s Hill and Lockwood which are no 
longer extant. 

There are existing Heritage Overlays in Marong on the Shire Hall (HO 559), the School 
(HO560), St Patricks Catholic Church and Presbytery (HO566), Holy Trinity Anglican Church 
(HO 565), the Presbyterian Church (HO564) and the Marong Hotel (HO563). There are no 
existing overlays on residential properties in the township of Marong, other than the Presbytery 
and stables included in HO566. 

PLACE 

In January 1866 The Sandhurst and Inglewood Tramway company advertised for tenders for 
“Earthworks, Culverts, Bridges &c., and formation of the line from Sandhurst to Marong, a 
distance of nine miles.” 11 Nine years later the railway bridge over the Bullock Creek at Marong 
was constructed as part of the Sandhurst and Inglewood Railway light rail line in 1875 (later 
called the Bendigo- Korong Vale line), and opened in 1876. The line was built under the Light 
Rail Act 475 (1875 to 1877). 

Newspapers at the time gave detailed descriptions of the progress of large infrastructure and the 
Bendigo Advertiser of Wednesday 14 July 1875, gave a lengthy report on 

THE SANDHURST AND INGLEWOOD RAILWAY 

                                                 
6 Map of Marong, County of Bendigo, Dept of Lands and Survey, Melbourne by J. Noone, 3.6.87. TROVE National 
Library of Australia. 
7 Hopkins, R. 1985,   Moving Forward Looking Back The history of the Marong Shire,  The Shire of Marong Victoria 150th 
Anniversary Committee, Marong. p.108. e 
8 Ibid., p. 83 
9 Huntly C4 Aerial Survey Victoria, 1948. State Library of Victoria. 
10 Sheet 7724-4-2 Marong, Division of Survey and Mapping Victoria, 1980, from aerial photos taken January 1972. 
State Library of Victoria 
11 The Argus, Tuesday 23 January, 1866, p.3 Advertisement. 
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….At 8 miles [from Eaglehawk] the main road from Sandhurst to the Serpentine is crossed, and 1 mile 60 
chains further on the Inglewood road is intersected near the freehold of Mr. W. Murdoch. Bullock Creek 
will be crossed at a point near the ground reserved for Shire Hall purposes. Close to the bridge the 
Melbourne and Swan Hill road is reached. The engineers proposed closing this road altogether, but the 
Council of the Shire of Marong remonstrated, and it was agreed to form a level crossing. The station at 
Marong will be erected in the centre of the township. 

… The Bullock Creek bridge will also be built of timber and will be 677 feet in length. Hard-wood ties will be 
used, with timber superstructure and flooring of red gum. In the whole length there will be 41 openings 
each 15 feet span, and 2 openings each 33 feet span. The greatest height of the bridge from the bed of the 
creek will be 20 feet… 

The line was surveyed by Mr. Davis and his staff. Mr. Greene, the resident engineer for the main line, is the 
engineer for the Sandhurst and Inglewood railway, and under his direction the surveys were made and the 
works are now being executed.12 

The Argus (Melb) Sat 18 Nov 1876 page 7 was pleased to report on  

OPENING OF THE INGLEWOOD RAILWAY 

… The bridge across Bullock Creek, 10 1/4 miles from Sandhurst, has 43 openings, is 672 ft. long, and cost 
£1,863 6s. 3d. … There is a station at Marong and another at Bridgewater… The whole of the works 
have been satisfactorily carried out under the supervision of Mr Green, the resident engineer.13  

The original all timber rail bridge was completely rebuilt in 1922 on a slightly different alignment 
to the original one to a Victorian Railways plan by W. Bromby for timber railway bridges. The 
1875 bridge was around 677 feet in length, but the new one was much shorter, having had much 
of its length farther away from the creek bed replaced by embankments in the new design. 
“Following American practice, the Victorian Railways gradually converted low sections of longer 
trestle bridges into embankments of earth and rubble to reduce maintenance costs, leaving 
isolated segments of timber bridge sufficient to pass major floodwaters”14. This also occurred at 
the Wannon River Railway Bridge near Casterton. The new bridge included steel cross heads and 
beams as these were the parts most likely to need expensive periodic replacement by increasingly 
expensive labour when constructed from sawn timber.15 The bridge was considered to be 
suitable for X Class and lighter locomotives. The line was used principally for freight, especially 
for wheat. The bridge has been well maintained until recently, and all records including the 
original blueprints are extant. The bridge ceased being used around 2011. 

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS 
There are a number of timber trestle railway bridges extant in Victoria, in varying states of repair 
including some in derelict condition. Most surviving examples are of all timber construction, or 
altered at a later date. There have been a number of timber railway bridges destroyed in 
bushfires, replaced with concrete bridges and culverts on rail lines, or replaced with new 
footbridges on rail trails in recent times. One or two timber trestle railway bridges of unknown 
design may survive on the Inglewood- Korong Vale line near Wedderburn Junction, but are 

                                                 
12 Bendigo Advertiser Wed 14 July 1875, page 2 
13The Argus (Melb) Sat 18 Nov 1876 page 7   
14 Chambers, D. 2006. Wooden Wonders: Victoria’s Timber Bridges, Hyland House Publishing for the National Trust of 
Australia (Victoria) p. 9 
15 An Historical Sketch of Road and Railway Timber-Bridge Construction in Victoria. For the Timber Bridges 
Committee of the National Trust. D. Chambers, June 1997. National Trust of Australia (Victoria) Timber Bridges 
Study Report June 1997, Funded Under the National Estate Grants Program. Unpublished. p. 17 
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away from public roads and were not inspected. There are several early all timber trestle railway 
bridges in use on the Castlemaine- Maldon Railway, and these are heritage listed. There are 
several timber rail bridges on the Victorian Heritage Register, such as the rail bridge over 
Hanaford’s Creek, Pyalong, Mitchell Shire (VHR H1695). 

In the course of this investigation no other intact bridge to this design was found. It may in fact 
be the only intact surviving example of a timber trestle bridge to the 1922 plan by engineer W. 
Bromby, as it was recorded in the 1997 National Trust of Australia (Victoria)Timber Bridges 
Study as the “Only historic railway bridge built with 15 ft span RSJ girders.”16 It also notes that it 
is surrounded by a public reserve, and a visible part of a country town. It is listed as a bridge of 
Regional Significance. 

VICTORIA’S FRAMEWORK OF HISTORICAL THEMES 
3.0 Connecting Greater Bendigo by transport and communications 

ASSESSMENT AGAINST CRITERIA 

HERCON CRITERIA 
Criteria amended from VPP Practice Note ‘Applying the Heritage Overlay’ (September 2012) 

Criterion A – Importance to the course or pattern of the City of Greater Bendigo’s cultural or 
natural history (historical significance). 

The timber trestle railway bridge over the Bullock Creek at Marong is a reminder of the 
expansion of light rail lines in rural Victoria under the Light Rail Act, 1875-77. It shows the 
economic importance of the line from the 1870s to recent times in transporting local produce. 

Criterion B – Possession of uncommon rare or endangered aspects of the City of City of 
Greater Bendigo’s cultural or natural history (rarity). 

A rare extant complete example of a timber trestle railway bridge within the City of Greater 
Bendigo, and the only known example in Victoria of an historic railway bridge built with 15 ft 
span RSJ girders. It is the only known extant example constructed to the 1922 design by W. 
Bromby for Victorian Railways. 

Criterion C – Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the City 
of Greater Bendigo’s cultural or natural history (research potential). 

N/A 

Criterion D –   Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural or 
natural places and environments (representativeness). 

N/A 

Criterion E – Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 

The timber trestle railway bridge is situated in a picturesque public reserve along Bullock Creek. 
It is an intact example of a timber trestle railway bridge easily accessible to the public, with a 
pedestrian/cycle track passing underneath it from Adams St to the Recreation Reserve. It is 

                                                 
16 National Trust of Australia (Victoria) Timber Bridges Study, June 1997, Funded under The National Estate 
Grants Program. Victorian Timber Bridges Survey, Appendix 3: - Summary of Provisional Bridge Classification 
Rankings by Group for Rail Bridges, as at 24 June 1997, Prepared by Matthew Churchward. Reg. No. 796 group 19, 
p.31 and as SUP 24 Light Rail Bridges with Steel Beams or Girders and Transverse Plank Timber Deck Only 
example. 
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easily visible and accessible from Adams St, Marong and is close to the historic Shire Hall and 
Marong Hotel, as a reminder of the development of the town and the area.  

Criterion F – Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement at 
a particular period (technical significance). 

The bridge represents the achievement of sound design using Australian eucalypt timbers for 
railway bridges, and is a rare example of timber with steel beams. It is the only known extant 
example of this design. The original plans by W. Bromby for the Victorian Railways are extant 
and the maintenance and repair of the bridge has followed these closely. 

Criterion G - Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for 
social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to Indigenous 
peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social significance). 

N/A 

Criterion H - Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in the City of Greater Bendigo’s history (associative significance). 

N/A 

 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

What is Significant 

The rail bridge over Bullock Creek at Marong comprising 12 freestanding timber trestles set at 
4.6 m (15 ft) centres comprising both stay pile and four pile piers and supporting a single track 
with timber gravel beams and transverse decking on steel RSJ beams and cross heads, in its 
entirety, including abutments. 

How is it significant 

The Timber Trestle Rail Bridge over the Bullock Creek at Marong is of historical, rarity, aesthetic 
and technical significance to the City of Greater Bendigo. 

Why is it significant 

The Timber Trestle Rail Bridge over Bullock Creek at Marong is of historical significance as a 
reminder of the expansion of rural rail lines during the Light Rail period of the 1870s. It was 
reconstructed to a Victorian Railways plan in 1922 and regularly maintained showing the 
importance of the line to the transport of local produce until its closure ca. 2011(Criterion A). 

It is possessed of uncommon or rare significance as the only known example of an historic 
railway bridge with 15 ft span RSJ girders and cross heads, and the only known example 
constructed to the 1922 design by W. Bromby for Victorian Railways (Criterion B). 

It is a notable surviving example of a timber trestle bridge using both four pile and stay piles, and 
steel longitudinal girders supporting a timber rail deck. This demonstrates a distinctive and 
presently rarely used construction method that utilises native bush timbers. All original 
blueprints and condition reports and records of maintenance for this bridge are extant and held 
by VicTrack (Criterion F). 

It is of Aesthetic significance for its intactness and accessibility in the picturesque locality set in 
the Bullock Creek reserve (Criterion E).   
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Recommendations 

That the Railway Bridge in its entirety be included in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay Table 
in the City of Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 

 

External paint controls No 

Internal alteration controls No 

Tree controls No 

Outbuildings and fences not exempt under 
Clause 43.01-3 

No 

Included on the Victorian Heritage Register 
under the Heritage Act 2017 

No 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  No 
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HERITAGE ASSESSMENT 
 
38 ADAMS STREET MARONG  
 
Site: 38 Adams Street Marong 

Building Type: Residential- Fibrous Cement Sheet and weatherboard clad house 

Intactness:  The structure is composed of two sections, an earlier section to the east with a 
significant later addition to the west. Both are in poor condition. 

 Inspection Date: 5th January 2018 

Zoning:  C1Z (Commercial Zone) 

Heritage Overlays: None 

Other Overlays: DP06 Development Plan Overlay Schedule 6 

Heritage Study: Nil 

Year of Construction: Unknown, most post 1948 probably 1952 

Significance:  None 

Recommendation: That 38 Adams Street Marong NOT be considered for inclusion in the 
Schedule to the Heritage Overlay Table in the City of. Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 

Extent of overlay: NA 

Justification for Rejection 

In the early 20th Century a building on the site contained two separate rooms, a barber shop and 
tobacconist occupied by Charlie Hosken in 1911 with a bootmaker next door1. A 1948 aerial 
image (Figure 2) of Marong shows this structure on the site.  

The property was subdivided to form the current allotment in 1947 when purchased by Clifford 
Carter2 (Garage proprietor). He built onto the original two rooms which had been a barber, 
bootmaker and tobacconist shop, turning it into a house facing High Street. Later he extended to 
include a billiard room and purchased a billiard table from the Marong Hotel3.  

The property sold to Fredrick Alexander on the 29th June 1951 then again on the 19th December 
1952 to Ronald and Lucy Pearce. Ron Pearce did many extensions to both the garage workshop 
and the home, bringing it to its current form4. Both Lucy and Frederick have since passed, the 
property passing to their children and has remained in the Pearce family.  

The structure has a hipped gable roof of corrugated iron with a verandah on three sides with cast 
concrete posts and brick balustrade. The extant chimney may relate to the earlier structure. In 
the 1950s the earlier structure was modified with new windows and verandah and it was reclad in 
fibrous cement sheeting above a weatherboard dado that matched the new structure. Currently 
the property is in quite poor condition. 

                                                 
1 Thomas, J. 1999. The Century of Change History of Marong and District, Self published. p. 31 Charlie Hosken took the 
famous photo of the Marong Tornado from here in 1911. 
2 Ibid, spelled “Charter” p. 31, 36  
3 Ibid, p.36 
4 Ibid, p.36 
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Given the mid 20th Century date of construction for the greater portion of the building, the 
modifications to the earlier portion and the poor condition of all elements of the building it does 
not meet the threshold for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the City of 
Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 

 

Figure 1: 38 Adams Street Marong, oldest section at right. Image: Google Earth 

 

 

Figure 2: 38 Adams Street Marong 1948. Image: Huntly C4 Aerial Survey Victoria 1948. State Library 

Victoria. 
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Figure 3: 38 Adams St Planning Map 

 

 

 

Figure 4: The building is in poor condition. 
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HERITAGE ASSESSMENT 
 
77 HIGH STREET MARONG  
 
Site: 77 High Street Marong 

Building Type:  Residence: Weatherboard House 

Intactness:  Extensively modified from original to the point where, even if the original structure 
was known, it would be impractical to return it to its original form.  

Inspection Date: 5th January 2018 

Zoning:  TZ (Township) 

Heritage Overlays: Nil 

Other Overlays: DP06 Development Plan Overlay Schedule 6 

Heritage Study: Nil 

Year of Construction: Unknown 

Significance:  None 

Recommendation: That 77 High Street Marong NOT be considered for inclusion in the 
Schedule to the Heritage Overlay Table in the City of. Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 

Extent of overlay: NA 

Justification for Rejection 

The origins of the house on this property (allotments 7 and 8 Section 3 Township of Marong) 
are not clear. The earliest title obtained to the land, Volume 09254 Folio 543, is dated 17 August 
1979. The search statement does not list a parent document though allotments 7 and 8 appear on 
the Parish Plan (1931) with allotment 7 purchased by J Brunton and D McHardie on 27 October 
1857 and allotment 8 by T Dollar on the 23 September 1858. 

An aerial image of Marong composed of images taken in 1948 does not show a structure on the 
site. A further aerial image from 1971 shows a structure on the site but it is of a narrower 
footprint than the current structure. The current house straddles allotments 7 and 8 with a small 
setback to High Street.  

The portion of the structure visible in the 1971 photo was re-located to the site between 1948 
and 1971. That portion of the house appears to have been a double gabled miners cottage with 
skillion at the rear. At some time after re-location the building was extended to the south by just 
over half its original width. A considerable extension has also been added to the rear. 

Due to its relatively recent re-location, substantial extensions and alterations it does not meet the 
threshold for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay Table in the City of. Greater 
Bendigo Planning Scheme. 
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Figure 1 77 High Street. Image: Google Earth 

 

     

Figure 2 77 High street, arrow points to house location. There is no house on the site in 1948 (left image, 

but it does appear in the 1972 image on the right but with a different footprint. Images: Left, Huntly C4 

Aerial Survey Victoria 1948. State Library Victoria. Right, Marong Photomap 7724-4-2, 1972. Crown Lands 

and Survey. State Library    Victoria. 
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1331 CALDER HIGHWAY MARONG 
Site: 1331 Calder Highway, Marong, 3515 

Building Type:  Residential 

Intactness: The structure is intact and in good condition. 

Inspection Date: 5 January, 2018- external from street only 

Zoning: RLZ (Rural Living) 

Heritage Overlays: None  

Other Overlays:  

Heritage Study: Recommended for further investigation in the 1994 Marong Heritage Study. 

Year of Construction: 1920s, moved onto site after 1971 

Significance:  None 

Recommendation: That 1331 Calder Highway Marong NOT be included in the Schedule to the 
Heritage Overlay Table in the City of Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 

Extent of possible overlay: N/A 

 

Figure 1: Property boundary outlined in red  
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Justification for Rejection 

There are no records that state the date of construction for the house, but it is likely to be 
ca.1925. It does not appear in the 1948 or 1971 aerial photographs, and was moved onto the 
block from an unknown location after 1971. 

The house appears to be in sound condition overall, and it is representative of simple homes of 
the 1920s and early-mid 1930s, but has been relocated from elsewhere post 1971 and is not 
associated with an historical event or other factor that would meet the threshold for inclusion in 
the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay Table in the City of Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 
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SITE ASSESSMENT 
 

IMAGES 

 

Figure 2: 1331 Calder Hwy Marong. 

 

Figure 3: 1331 Calder Hwy Marong. 

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY 
1331 Calder Highway, Marong, 3515 

DESCRIPTION 
The house shows a number of features typical of the California Bungalow Style of the 1920s and 
1930s. The house is of timber framed construction, clad in weatherboards and fibrous cement 
sheet. the corrugated iron roof has a large gable facing the front with simple barge boards, 
boarded eaves, a timber slatted gable vent and decorative shingle detailing above battened 
fibrous cement sheet panels. There is a double front door and a two light double hung sash 
window on the front wall under the verandah. A smaller projecting gable has similar detailing 
and a simple ripple iron and timber awning over a three light double hung sash window. There is 
a small bracketed projection at the base of the gables, with further shingles below it. The eaves at 
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