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You might have read or heard about the proposed development of a business park in recent months. 
The Minister for Planning declined the City of Greater Bendigo’s request to compulsorily acquire land in 
west Marong for this purpose. This was ours and neighbouring councils’ preferred site; however we are 
now looking at a number of other options, as the need for industrial land for our growing city remains 
urgent and critical. To understand why this project is a top priority for Council, please read below.

Greater Bendigo is running out of 
industrial land
Right now, Bendigo has less than 10 years’ 
supply of industrial land and no vacant 
industrial site greater than 22 hectares 
in size. This is already hampering growth 
in the industrial sector and discouraging 
businesses from choosing Bendigo as a 
base for relocation or expansion. Bendigo 
Manufacturing Group and Be.Bendigo 
both support the need for more industrial 
land, ideally in one location. 

Bendigo has a strong advanced 
manufacturing sector that is 
growing
The local manufacturing and mining 
sectors are responsible for 50 per cent 
of Greater Bendigo’s total exports 
and they export to over 50 countries. 
The manufacturing sector employs 
approximately 3,821 people across 
Greater Bendigo and is valued at $2.2B per 

annum, representing the highest industry 
output for the region. Local manufacturers 
have committed to invest $295M into 
their businesses over the next three years, 
which will create 500 additional jobs.

It is Council’s job to ensure there 
is enough correctly zoned land for 
economic growth
Businesses need land that is zoned 
correctly and strategically located to 
access road and rail connections. There 
are also benefits to providing larger 
amounts of land in one location, so 
similar large businesses can be close to 
one another, rather than spread out and 
fragmented across the city. It is the role 
of government to zone land and facilitate 
development.

Council’s spending has been 
responsible 
Council has spent $1.93M in independent 
studies, legal fees and consultant reports. 

This equates to roughly $121,000 a 
year, for the 16 years of the project. 
This is part of Council’s normal 
strategic planning process and the 
money was responsibly budgeted for. 
Some of the work completed is still 
relevant as it focused on the need for 
industrial land, irrespective of the 
Marong site.

What’s next?
Council is now looking at other 
possible sites that were previously 
assessed for a business park, 
and will work with the Victorian 
Planning Authority to try and 
source another location or 
locations for businesses to 
expand to. This is an urgent 
priority for Greater Bendigo and 
the region and one Council is 
committed to addressing as 
soon as possible.


