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Welcome to the third project bulletin for the 
Heathcote Township Plan.  This bulletin 
summarises the key findings from the Issues and 
Opportunities Paper that is now available for 
community comment until July 25, 2018.   
 
Township Plan vs Community Plan 
 
The Township Plan and the Heathcote and 
District Community Plan are two separate but 
related documents.  The Township Plan is being 
prepared by the City of Greater Bendigo in 
consultation with the community and will provide a 
framework for the town to continue to sustainably 
grow. 
 
The Community Plan is a community-driven 
document that is a valuable source of advice 
about what the community’s priorities are.  It can 
be used to support funding applications or to 
advocate for particular projects.  The Heathcote 
community are responsible for delivering the 
Community Plan. 
 
Vision 
 
The following vision has been derived from the 
community feedback received to date.   

 
Guiding principles 
 
A number of guiding principles have emerged 
from community input to date that will underpin 
the development of the Heathcote Township Plan:  
 
• To protect and enhance Heathcote’s unique 

natural setting and improve its open space 
areas and streetscapes 

• To ensure there is the right mix of community 
facilities and services that respond to the 
changing needs of the Heathcote community 

• To provide for a variety of sustainable 
transport modes, to improve public transport 
connections to Bendigo and Melbourne and 
increase public safety 

• To ensure that the right infrastructure is 
provided in a timely and efficient way to meet 
community needs. 

• To better define the extent of the town centre 
and improve its connections to the town.  To 
support new and existing businesses and 
promote tourism opportunities 

• To be a friendly, welcoming and accessible 
town for people of all ages and backgrounds 

 
Key issues  
 
The following are some of the key issues that 
have been raised by the community to date: 
 
• Protect the ‘look and feel’ of Heathcote 
• Need for an off-the lead dog park 
• More footpaths and cycling connections to key 

destinations 
• A range of issues associated with High Street 

including safety, speed limits, defining the 
town centre and beautification 

• More activities for young people 
• Presentation and management of the McIvor 

Creek 
• Need for a masterplan for the showgrounds 
• Promoting a healthy lifestyle 
 
The Issues and Opportunities Paper contains a 
more extensive list of the issues raised so far. 
Further issues are likely to be identified as the 
project progresses. 

 

Heathcote – a vibrant, progressive and 
inclusive town that embraces its natural 

setting and has all the facilities and services  
allowing residents of all ages to be healthy, 

happy, connected and proud. 



Key opportunities 
 
The paper identifies a number of solutions to address the issues 
raised by the community.   
 
The paper identifies a potential dog park location off Depot Road. 
We are seeking community feedback on whether there is 
widespread support for a dog park and whether this is the 
preferred location. 
 
The need for more activities for young people in Heathcote was 
also raised by numerous community members.  The paper 
proposes to undertake targeted consultation with young people to 
find what activities they’d like to see in Heathcote. 
 
Other opportunities include: 
 
• Preparation of a Masterplan for the Heathcote Showgrounds 
• Investigate options for “opening up” the Barrack Reserve 
• Priority locations for new footpaths 
• Longer term expansion to the industrial area 
• Promote tourism opportunities associated with the golf course 
 
These opportunities and others are indicated on the map 
opposite. 
 
Heathcote Town Centre Urban Design Framework 
 
The Issues and Opportunities Paper proposes the development of 
an Urban Design Framework (UDF) for the Heathcote town 
centre.  The UDF would establish the vision for how the 
community wants the town centre to look and feel and sets out 
various objectives and design guidelines.   
 
Among the issues that a UDF could address are: 
 
• Clearly defining the extent of the town centre 
• Landscaping and public space treatments 
• Guidance on the design of new buildings 
• Pedestrian safety improvements 
• Infrastructure upgrades 
• Street furniture 
• Signage guidelines 
 
A discussion paper has been prepared which sets out various 
ideas and concepts for the Heathcote town centre.  Community 
feedback is sought on the discussion paper and this information 
will form the basis of a design workshop that will be part of the 
next stage of the Heathcote Township Plan. 
 
The UDF would form part of the final Township Plan. 
 
A copy of the discussion paper can be found at 
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/heathcotetp or by calling 5434 6292. 

   
Heathcote Town Centre Urban Design Framework Discussion Paper 



Community workshop and listening posts 
 
Feedback is now sought on the Issues and 
Opportunities Paper draft vision, guiding 
principles, the identified issues and opportunities 
as well as the Heathcote Town Centre Urban 
Design Framework Discussion Paper. 
 
There are a number of ways you can be involved 
in this important project: 
 
• By completing a survey at this link 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/heathcoteco
mmsurvey .  A hard copy can also be 
obtained by calling 5434 6292 

• There is also a second survey specifically 
targeted at young people 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HeathcoteY
outh 

• Attending a listening post at the Lions Bush 
Market on Saturday 7 July from 8.30am till 
1pm and out the front of IGA on Thursday 12 
July from 3.30pm till 6pm  

• Attending one of two Community workshops 
to be held in the meeting room at the Barrack 
Pavilion, High Street, Heathcote on: 
 

o Thursday 19 July 2018 from 1.00pm 
till 2.30pm 

o Thursday 19 July 2018 from 7.30pm 
till 9.00pm 
 

Note that between 2.30pm and 6.00pm on 19 
July that City of Greater Bendigo staff will be 
available at Barrack Reserve to discuss the 
Issues and Opportunities Paper should the 
sessions referred to above not be convenient 
to you   

 
If you represent a community group or 
organisation and would like a briefing on this 
project please call Senior Strategic Planner 
Andrew Cockerall on 5434 6292. 
 
Making a submission 
 
Submissions on all aspects of the Issues and 
Opportunities Paper and the Urban Design 
Framework Discussion Paper are welcomed. 
 
Any submissions need to be in writing and 
emailed to rsdenquiries@bendigo.vic.gov.au or 
sent to the City of Greater Bendigo, PO Box 733, 
Bendigo 3552 by August 1, 2018.  
 
Want to be kept informed? 

If you would like to be kept informed about the 
project, be made aware of upcoming consultation 

opportunities or receive regular updates on the 
progress of the Heathcote Township Plan, please 
contact Andrew Cockerall on 5434 6292, email 
rsdenquiries@bendigo.vic.gov.au or visit the 
Heathcote Service Centre. 

Andrew is based in the Heathcote Service Centre 
on Wednesdays. If you’d like to find out more 
about the project or have any issues you’d like to 
discuss, then give him a call to arrange a time to 
meet. 

More information can also be found at the 
webpage on: 

www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/heathcotetp 

Issues and Opportunties

•Exhibition of Issues and Opportunities Paper

•July 2018

Vision and Draft Framework

•Assess community feedback on the Issues & 

Opportunties Paper

•Refine the Vision and undertake Design Workshop 

with the community

•Exhibition of the draft framework

•August 2018

Draft Heathcote Township Plan

•Develop draft Township Plan in consultation with the 

Community Reference Group 

•Briefing of Council and exhibition of the draft

•October 2018

Finalise Heathcote Township Plan

•Based on community feedback refine the document

•Community Reference Group 

•Adoption by Council and launch

•January 2019


