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CITY OF GASTRONOMY - FAQs 

What is Gastronomy? 

For many, the term ‘gastronomy’ conjures thoughts of elite fine foods and 

restaurants. However, it means so much more.  Gastronomy is about the growth, 

production and consumption of quality foods, the art of good food and drink, and 

celebrating the history of food from specific regions and cultures. 

Being recognised as an UNESCO Creative City of Gastronomy will position Greater 

Bendigo as a ‘creative, smarter city and region’ – highlighting our food culture and 

innovation as well as our overall creativity.  

What is a UNESCO Creative City? 

The UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) was created in 2004 to promote 

cooperation with and among cities that have identified creativity as a strategic factor 

for sustainable urban development. The 180 cities which currently make up this 

network work together towards a common objective: placing creativity and cultural 

industries at the heart of their development plans at the local level and cooperating 

actively at the international level. 

Cities of all sizes across the world can apply to be considered for their creativity in 

the areas of: Crafts and Folk Art, Design, Film, Gastronomy, Literature, Media Arts 

and Music. 

The UNESCO Creative Cities brand is globally recognised and can significantly raise 

the national and international profile of our city and region. Of all the creative 

categories, Gastronomy offers the most potential to benefit the community and 

economy through developing and promoting our already thriving food and beverage 

industries. 

Read more - https://en.unesco.org/creative-cities/home   

Why are we doing this? 

 Recognition for Bendigo and the whole central Victorian region: Joining 

180 leading creative cities around the world will bring national and 

international attention to the great things happening here 

 

 Connections and opportunities: Raising the profile of our city and region 

will bring economic, social and community development opportunities 

 

 Celebration: Recognising, supporting and growing local, sustainably 

produced nutritious food for the health and wellbeing of the entire region 

 

 Partnerships: Creating networks and partnerships between producers, 

consumers, businesses and communities builds a more resilient and 

sustainable region 

 

https://en.unesco.org/creative-cities/home
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How far does ‘the region’ stretch?  

The application will be made for the City of Greater Bendigo and the connected 

region.  This will include businesses, associations and programs falling within the 

following shires: 

 City of Greater Bendigo 

 Mt Alexander Shire 

 Loddon Shire 

 Campaspe Shire 

 Central Goldfield Shire 

 Macedon Ranges Shire 

 Hepburn Shire 

What is the application process? 

The application form to join the Creative Cities Network requires a serious approach 

to addressing many criteria, all within very strict word limits.  

An application must be led by the Mayor and strongly supported by the Council, and 

must be about the past, the present and the future of food culture in our region. 

Setting out what we will do and achieve as a creative city is a critical component. 

The UCCN application must be lodged by mid-June 2019, and we will be 

undertaking extensive community consultation to assist in the preparation of the 

application, a process which will strengthen our city and region and build product, 

identity and collaboration.  

What will it do for me? 

An application is not about one restaurant, one café, one grower or producer; it is a 

sum of our region’s parts and our collective plans for the future. The application will 

be based on a collaborative regional approach and will highlight the cultural influence 

of the Dja Dja Wurrung throughout the region, the development of healthy food 

systems and the people who use food and beverages to create income, new 

products and improved lifestyles.    

Importantly, a bid to become a UNESCO City of Gastronomy is about the region 

within which the city sits – from the Murray to the Macedon Ranges – and all the 

fantastic initiatives in between.  

What does it cost for the city of Bendigo to apply? 

At this stage there has been no fee to apply for designation as a Creative City.  

What will the application focus on? 

 Celebrating and elevating the history and land management practices of the 
Dja Dja Wurrung and Taungurung peoples, and the important food and fibre 
plants indigenous to this area 
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 Showing how local food systems, food economy, and food culture can help find 
solutions to development challenges 

 Describing how cultural and culinary assets have played an important role in 
the city’s history and economic development 

 Mapping the food-related festivals, conferences, and special events that are 
aimed at professionals, the public, and tourists 

 Identifying programs, institutions, and organisations that support businesses 
and employment in the culinary industry 

 Identifying incubator programs and spaces for culinary businesses 
 Presenting examples of food-related programs and projects that support 

vulnerable social groups, and those that strengthen connections between the 
city, the private sector, and academia 

 Listing the policies, initiatives, and international exchanges and partnerships 
implemented by the city over the last five years that support the local food 
system and culinary industry 

 Developing programs that provide opportunities to connect with other cities in 
the UNESCO Creative Cities Network 

 


