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Introduction 
Urban trees and green spaces are essential to creating a liveable community. They provide shade and cool urban 
areas, promote physical and mental wellbeing, improve our natural environment and enhance local character. The 
City of Greater Bendigo is developing a strategy to increase tree cover across the municipality’s urban areas and 
townships. Greening Greater Bendigo aims to identify priority areas for tree planting and greening projects and 
protect the trees and green spaces that the community values. 

It is important that the strategy is developed in line with com 

munity expectations and aspirations, and thus, period of community engagement was undertaken.  Engagement 
activities were planned to primarily to; 

• Shape the vision for Greening Greater Bendigo; 
• Identify and celebrate the trees and green spaces the community value and understand why;  
• Identify the community’s priorities for future tree planting and greening across Greater Bendigo; 
• Inform the community of the benefits of trees. 

Community engagement activities kicked off in September and proceeded through to early November 2018. The City 
received a great response with over 1,000 people participating in an online CrowdSpot interactive survey, entering 
our photographic competition, attending community meetings or stopping by one of the many listening posts.  

The outcomes of the community engagement exercise will help inform the development of Greening Greater 
Bendigo and accompanying action plan to shape future tree planting and greening initiatives throughout Greater 
Bendigo.  

Engagement Methods 
A comprehensive community engagement plan was drafted prior to any engagement being undertaken which 
including a thorough stakeholder analysis on which engagement methods were developed.  

The interactive online CrowdSpot map was primary method for engagement. Not only did the tool allow for the 
capture of spatial information that could be included in other mapping activities, it hosted tailored online survey 
questions.  The online engagement was accompanied by a photography competition and exhibition, multiple 
community meetings, listening posts and a social media campaign.  
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Engagement Schedule 
 

Activity Date (2018) 

Nation Tree Day, Spring Gully July 29 

Community Partnerships Unit meeting August 1 

Sustainable Environment Advisory Committee August 7 

Trail intercept with Walking and Cycling Strategy  August 16 

EMT Briefing August 21 

Heritage Advisory Committee  August 16 

Staff Drop-in session  August 24 

Online engagement portal open September  3  – October 31 

Photography competition call for entries September  3  – October 31 

Bendigo Health DataThon September 7-9 

Eaglehawk Play Space Opening September 16 

Listening Post - Long Gully IGA September 20 

Listening Post - Heathcote IGA October 11 

Heathcote Town Centre community forum October 11 

Bendigo Farmer’s Market October 13 

Spring in the Bendigo Bush October 14 
 

Advance Heathcote community meeting October 17 

Redesdale and District Association October 18 

Councillor Briefing October 22 

Strathfieldsaye and District Community Enterprise  October 23 

Huntly Roundtable – Whipstick Ward Councillors October 24 

Listening Post – George’s Bakehouse Huntly October 25 

Listening Post – Epsom Village October 25 

Listening Post – Maiden Gully Bakery October 26 

Listening Post – Bendigo Show October 26 

Bike Palooza Pop-up park, Wolstencroft Reserve October 27 

Sustainable House Festival October 28 

Planning all staff meeting  October 31 

Photography competition exhibition - Bendigo Library November 1 – 14 

Marong Community Action Group October  31 

Junortoun Community Action Group November 1 

Arboriculture team toolbox meeting November 7 

Elmore Progress Association November 8 

BNDCE Meeting, Huntly November 13 

Public Space Design team update November 19 
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Engagement Snapshot 
 

 

CrowdSpot visitors 407 

CrowdSpot interactions 355 

People signed up to mailing list 79 

Private submissions 8 

Community meetings 11 

Listening Posts 12 

Facebook Posts 28 

Total Facebook engagements 1,776 

Updates through mailing list 3 

Internal unit meetings 6 

Entries to photographic competition 34 
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CrowdSpot online interactive survey 
The online engagement platform CrowdSpot was used as the primary method of engagement. CrowdSpot provides 
an interactive web-based map platform that enables participants to publicly collaborate and provide input within a 
spot on a map and is customised to deliver targeted spatial information.  

Participants we asked to place a series of pins  or spots on a map of places they wanted to see more tree planting 
and greening, where there favourite green space in Bendigo is and why and any other ideas they had in regard to the 
strategy. The CrowdSpot platform also hosted a photography competition where entrants could post and enter 
photos of their favourite green space.  

The CrowdSpot Greening Greater Bendigo platform was open for a two-month period over September-October 
2018. Over that period 407 people visited the sight and 355 people interacted with the tool. More details of the spot 
types and the outcomes are provided in the proceeding section. 

Figures 2 and 3 show a heat map of the concentrations of spots placed on the map across Greater Bendigo and 
urban Bendigo respectively. There is clearly a concentration of spots in central Bendigo and surrounding suburbs as 
might be expected. There is also representation from Heathcote, Axedale, Marong, Sebastian, Goornong and Elmore 
- all townships which will be covered by the strategy.   

Of the online participants 66% were female and 33% male. As predicted, the greatest participation in the online tool 
was from the ages 20 to 70. Accordingly, other engagement methods such as pop-up parks, listening posts, 
community meetings and a presence at City hosted events such as national tree day and the Eaglehawk play space 
opening were used to capture the views from youth and those over 70.  

 

Fig 1. Crowdspot interface and dashboard of metrics.  
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CrowdSpot Participant Demographics 
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Spatial Distribution of CrowdSpot interactions 
 

 
Fig 2. Spatial distribution of spots placed across Greater Bendigo 

 

 
Fig 3. Spatial distribution of spots placed across urban Bendigo 
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CrowdSpot Types 
There were 4 different spot types that participants could choose to place on the interactive map.  

 As well as placing a spot on the map participants were prompted to tell us what their vision was for a Greener 
Greater Bendigo.  

A description of the spot types and breakdown of responses follows in the proceeding sections.  

 

Spot Types Description – What was asked Number of 
spots 
added 

More 
Greening 
Spot 

Location for more tree planting or greening 
• What is the name of this location? 
• What is the main reason you would like more tree planting or greening at 

this location? 
i. Shade and cooling 

ii. Habitat 
iii. Enhance local character 
iv. Beautification 
v. Privacy  

vi. There are no trees 
vii. Enhance biodiversity 

viii. Cycle/walking route 
ix. Attract business 
x. Other 

134 

Favourite 
Spot 

A tree or green space in Bendigo that you love 
• What do you value most about this tree or space? 
• Where is it located? 

i. Nature strip or roadside 
ii. Public park or open space 

iii. Private garden or property 
• Add a photo of this tree or green space (optional) 
• In 50 words or less please tell us what you love about this tree or 

location? 

67 

Idea Spot Do you have an idea for this location? 
Free Text 

37 

Photo 
Competition 
Spot 

A photo of a tree or green space in Bendigo that you love 
• What do you value most about this tree or space? 
• Where is it located? 

i. Nature strip or roadside 
ii. Public park or open space 

iii. Private garden or property 
• Add a photo of this tree or green space (optional) 
• In 50 words or less please tell is what you love about this tree or 

location? 

29 
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Fig 3. Breakdown of number of spots added by spot type.  

 

 

Fig 4. Screen snap shot of the CrowdSpot interface showing distribution of spots placed across Greater Bendigo 
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Fig 5. Map showing spatial distribution of all spot types across the urban Bendigo.  

More Greening Spots 
 

 
Fig 6.  Crowdspot snap shot of an example of a ‘More Greening’ spot 
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Fig 7.  Spatial distribution of all ‘More Greening’ spots added across the Bendigo urban area.  

 

Top Locations – Where do people want to see more greening? 
 

The following places are had the highest concentration of ‘More Greening’ spots across the study area.  

• Wolstencroft Reserve 
• Mitchell Street, CBD 
• Hargreaves Mall, CBD 
• Spring Gully / Back Creek Trail 
• Streets in Eaglehawk 
• Lake Neangar 
• Prince of Wales Showgrounds and surrounding area 
• More trees generally throughout residential areas 
• Huntly town centre 
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Why do people want more greening? 
 
Participants were asked what their number one reason was that they wanted to see more greening at that particular 
spot location.  

Shading and cooling was the main reason for more greening in approximately one third of all responses.  

Another third (36%) wanted to see more greening to either enhance the local character or for beautification.  

12% listed habitat and to support biodiversity as the main reason they wanted to see more greening in urban areas.  

 

 

 

Fig 8. Breakdown of the main reasons participants indicated they wanted to see more greening and a particular spot.  
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Fig 9. Spatial distribution of the main reason given for more greening at a given location 
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Favourite Spots 
For this spot type, participants were asked to tell us about a tree or green space in Bendigo that you love.  This 
question was targeted at identifying the values the Bendigo community hold around existing trees and vegetation so 
these attributes can be strengthened. It was also aimed at identifying where these ‘favourite’ spots are so strategies 
can be targeted at retaining and enhancing these features either through the planning scheme or by other means.  

What people told us they loved most about their favourite tree or green space 
The responses to the question were wide and varied. Throughout engagement period a number of common themes 
emerged as to what participants valued. These can be summarised as; 

1. It was a great place to walk  
2. It provided habitat for birds 
3. The provision of shade  
4. It was in close proximity to where they lived and easy to access 
5. The spot was beautiful or attractive 
6. The presence of old, established, remnant and mature trees 
7. Big or particularly large trees 
8. The place was quiet, calm and provided for sitting and reflecting 
9. Natural bushland and indigenous trees 
10. Seasonal change and autumn colour 

 

Fig 10. A word cloud composed of the words participants used to describe what they valued about their favourite 
tree or green space in Greater Bendigo. The larger the word, the more frequently the word appeared in participant 
responses.  
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Fig 11. Distribution of favourite spots within Bendigo’s urban growth boundary and the reasons why.  
 

What people told us  

“Great place to walk the dogs and enjoy the gardens. The park also provides respite on those hot summer days.” 
Rosalind Park, Local resident, Bendigo.  

 
“This part of the creek was earmarked for clearing back in the 60’s but the trees were saved by locals, it could have 
easily ended up like the concrete drain further downstream. We are so lucky these trees remain. Many of these 
beautiful big remnant Red Gums are developing hollows now too – I can see 2 from my yard & love to see wildlife 
inspecting.” 

Spring Gully Red Gums, Local resident, Spring Gully. 
 
“I ride along this road to work. It's a quiet, calm, leafy avenue. It's colourful in autumn and cool during summer.” 

Avenue of Trees along Baxter St Bendigo, Michael, Kennington. 
 
“Neale Street has two magnificent iron bark trees. In fact the ironbarks all along Neale street are a delight. They 
provide shade, they are beautiful, they support many different types of birds e.g. Musk lorikeets, butcher birds, 
magpies, rainbow lorikeets, thorn bills and striated pardalotes.” 

Neale Street Kennington, Wendy, Kennington 
 
“Huge remnant red gum that has withstood increasing urbanisation over the decades.” 

Red Gum in Kangaroo Flat, Local resident, Kangaroo Flat 
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Where is your favourite tree or green space?  
 

 

70 per cent of all ‘Favourite spots’ were located within a public park or open space with a further 23 per cent located 
on nature strips or roadsides. This suggests that 93 per cent of all trees and spaces the community value are on 
public owned or managed land and therefore this is where efforts to retain and enhance these existing features 
should be strengthened. Only 7 per cent of ‘Favourite spots’ were placed within private properties or gardens. 

Although there was a wide spread of ‘Favourite spots’ placed across Greater Bendigo (fig X), there were a number of 
places which had a greater concentration of these spots. Places which were particularly loved and valued by the 
community were;  

1. Lake Weeroona 
2. Spring Gully Trail 
3. Rosalind Park  
4. Garden Gully Recreation Reserve 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nature strip or 
roadside 

23% 

Private garden or 
property 

7% Public park or 
open space 

70% 

Favourite Spot 

Fig 12. Spring Gully Red Gums were a common favourite spot 
amongst participants. This photo was submitted to CrowdSpot 
by a local Spring Gully resident.   
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Examples of “Favourite Spots” posted by the community on CrowdSpot 

 
Fig 13.  
 

 
 Fig 14.  
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Ideas Spots 
CrowdSpot participants were able to place an ‘Idea Spot’ on the map – a free text field in which ideas that were not 
applicable to other spot types could be captured. Through this exercise, opportunities for specific locations and for 
the strategy could be collected.  

Some ideas people had 

“Whirrakee Wattle avenues to celebrate this iconic Huntly species.  These would be low and not interfere with 
powerlines.  Landcare could get involved with providing tubestock and maintaining plantings.” 

Nicole Howie, Bagshot North 
 
“Our Community Plan aspires to activate the river for locals and tourists. There is a significant, undeveloped space to 
the north of the reserve with easy river access that would be perfect for a high quality, landscaped, treed park. This 
would complement other reserve features and provide a gateway for improved river access (e.g. a river platform).” 

Brad Drust, Elmore 
 
“Enhance the green corridor from Cal Gully oval to Jobs Gully Creek behind Barrell St and along the estuary” 

Local resident, California Gully 
 
“I would like to see some of the wide residential streets have trees planted down the middle of them. A number of 
residential streets are far wider than they need to be. An example is Houlahan St in Kennington, which could easily be 
half its width. If there were trees planted along the road, this would calm traffic, create shade, and reduce heat.” 

Michael, Kennington 

“I would like to see the 'drain' ripped up and reverted back to a natural creek with local trees and shrubs” 
Local resident, White Hills 

 
Fig 15. Spatial distribution of ‘Idea Spots’ across urban Bendigo.  
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Heathcote 
A total of 10 spots were placed on the CrowdSpot map for the Heathcote township.  

The majority of spots called for more greening around the hospital area to provide shade. A lack of shade for elderly 
residents walking from the town centre was reported.  There was an interest for reinstating the old avenue trees 
along High St and also ideas about growing grape vines on verandas along the main street as a greening initiative 
unique to Heathcote.  

Some comments from Heathocote 

“Elderly people walk along this road to access the hospital. There are no shade trees.” 
Kerstin, Heathcote 

 
“Local Hospital is in this location and it would be a lovely view for patients and residents to be able to look at street 
line and see beautiful trees” 

Chantal, Heathcote 
 
 “Nowhere to sit in the shade” 

Local resident, Heathcote 
 

“Add more Oaks/Elms/Ashes to the main street to fill gaps in the avenue of heritage trees. Need to plant now for long 
term future” 

Caroline, Heathcote 
 

 

Fig 16. A snap shot from the CrowdSpot interface of the spots added to the map for Heathcote 
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Photo Competition 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fig 16. Thomas Keane accepts his prize for his winning entry ‘the Enchanted Tree’ in the schools category. Thomas 
writes ‘I love that the tree is as young as I am and will grow to be an important green part of Community. I love the 

lights showing the future’ 

 
Fix 17. The winning entry of the open category submitted by Felicity Johnson on the CrowdSpot platform.  

To celebrate Bendigo’s existing trees and green spaces a 
photography competition was held. Entrants were asked 
to take a photo of their favourite tree or green space in 
Bendigo and describe in 50 words or less what it was 
they valued about this spot. Judging was based on the 
ability to tell a story, originality of the photo, 
composition, overall impact and relevance to Greening 
Greater Bendigo. All entries were on display the Bendigo 
Library during November 2018 and were judged by 
Councillor Alden and Council staff. There were prizes for 
both school and open categories and winners and 
runner-up received vouchers to a local plant nursery.  
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Written Submissions 
The following summarises the feedback from interest groups and individuals who each provided detailed written 
submissions.  

• Friends of Crusoe Reservoir & No. 7 Park 
o Group provided 10 detailed recommendations that include; Higher priority be given to the flora of 

the Box Ironbark ecosystem in Bendigo’s streets and parks; Replacement of older exotic trees with 
climate matched native vegetation; Resourcing for interpretation signage and community education 
for Box Ironbark ecosystems; the need for shade cover in key areas to promote active and healthy 
lifestyles. 

o “it is vital that the parks and waterways of Bendigo’s urban areas are designed and managed to 
enable them to function as a potential habitat for native species, as well as recreation areas and 
cooling green, oases for the community”.  
 

• Junortoun Community Action Group 
o “Once trees are removed, for housing or industry, they can never be returned to the land, and our 

environment suffers as a result”.  
o Community education is important to achieving a green Bendigo  
o Bendigo cannot achieve a green city without addressing water security and management 
o Resist changes to the urban growth boundary 
o Enforce rules and permits on clearing vegetation and undertakings to replant 
o Better enforcement of rules that address dangerous and unsightly land 

 
• Bendigo Field Naturalists Club 

o Need to protect the remaining large remnant indigenous trees throughout the City of Greater 
Bendigo 

o Need to recognise the historic, aesthetic, and ecological values of other non-local species.  
o Ironbarks (E. tricarpa) should be explicitly recognised as an iconic local tree  
o Inner urban areas identified for their significant contribution to European cultural heritage should 

retain a focus on introduced street trees, however in other areas a focus on indigenous trees should 
be prioritised.  

o Planting mid-storey species to promote biodiversity and habitat for less-dominant birds and animals 
and those with specific habitat requirements.  

o The Significant tree register to be updated and include large remnant indigenous trees 
o Mature remnant roadside trees should be afforded the highest priority for protection 
o The strategy should have a focus on weed management and the removal of invasive species  
o A free tree scheme should be considered for residents to plant in perpetuity 
o Expand large areas of native vegetation  around the outside of existing forested areas 
o Incorporate lessons learned from the millennium drought into long-term planning  
o “The loss of mature trees from across the landscape has profound implications for the way we think 

about what our local trees mean and represent…….. A strong vision with good planning to replant 
tress (the right species in the right place) will provide a profound legacy for future generations”.  

 
• Bendigo and District Environmental Council Inc 

o Support for the draft strategy drivers and principles.  
o 12 detailed recommendations pertaining to climate appropriate species selection, canopy cover 

targets, enhancing biodiversity in urban areas, protection for the ‘City in the Forest’ and resourcing 
to effectively implement the strategy.  
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• Ken Beasley 

o Move away from having monoculture  roadside species 
o Move away from planting introduced species – especially Plane trees given health condsiderations 
o Ensure priority is given to vegetation retention on public and private property 
o More stringent planning controls to set aside appropriate level of vegetation retention in new 

developments and not offset elsewhere 
o Make better use of retardation basins in new developments by planting them out with native 

vegetation 
o Roadside verges need to be wide enough to allow for plantings 
o The strategy will require community and developer education as a supporting function 

• David Cheal  
o Support local landscape character in relation to the gold rush and the distinctive Box Ironbark 

bushland character 
o Plant more indigenous trees as street trees to enhance biodiversity in urban areas.  
o Need to promote the fact the low flammability of Box Ironbark forests.  
o Remove Plane trees for health considerations 
o Incentives for ratepayers to maintain or develop native bushland on their properties.  
o Introduce signature plantings for emphasis throughout the City 

• Howard Nathan 
o Would like to see trees planted in a more naturalistic fashion in urban areas rather than in straight 

lines with regular spacing.  
o Planting of exotic tree species is not indicative of the Australian environment.  
o No-one, especially developers, should have the right to deface the environment and strip away 

natieve vegetation  for immediate private gain.  
o Protection of nominated individual trees both on public and private land should be considered.  

• John Bardsley 
o No further Plane trees should be planted in and around Bendigo for health and aesthetic reasons.  

 
• 3 submissions wanting to remain anonymous  

o There are several thousand road reserves that would be considered suitable for tree planting across 
the municipality that present the most straight forward way to increase urban greening.  

Face-to-Face Engagements 
The below is a general summary of the comments and feedback Council staff received from face-to-face 
engagements including community meetings and listening posts. There was an overall dissatisfaction in the current 
way that native vegetation is cleared to enable new developments and subdivisions. Frequently, when asked where 
we should plant more trees the response was not to cut them down in the first place. Some common themes 
emerged throughout; 

• There was concern about increasing fire risk with increasing vegetation cover in the outer suburbs and towns 
and close to areas affected by the 2009 fires.  

• There was a preference for local and native tree species.  
• We need to do a better job of retaining and looking after the trees we already have.  
• More shade is required in general especially along paths and main streets. Also provide seating under 

existing shade to allow people to rest and enjoy.  
• There was a general dislike for large scale clearing of native vegetation for new developments. 
• Pruning trees in proximity to powerlines does little for biodiversity and aesthetics.  
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• Better planning controls are required for; 
o Retaining and protecting existing vegetation on private property 
o For better designed new developments that allow for large canopy trees and vegetation cover 

Vision 
 
Throughout all engagement activities, participants were asked the following question to help establish a vision for 
Greening Greater Bendigo; 

Given that we need to increase vegetation cover in our urban areas townships how would you like Greater 
Bendigo to look and feel in the future? 
 

Participants were free to write whatever they wanted. There were several consistent themes that emerged 
throughout this exercise.  

The responses have been complied and can generally be summarised by the following seven themes. 

1. Protect existing trees 
2. Enhance habitat and support conservation 
3. Indigenous vegetation 
4. Well-designed spaces mindful of future climate and maintenance requirements 
5. A different approach to new development  
6. Cool, Shady and Green 
7. Support human health and wellbeing 
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Fig 18. A word cloud composed of the words participants used to describe their vision for a future greener Greater 
Bendigo. The larger the word, the more frequently the word appeared in participant responses.  

Common themes for a future greener Greater Bendigo 
The following is a list of all responses received for what participants told us they wanted Greater Bendigo to look and 
feel in the future. They have been grouped into common themes.  

These responses will be workshopped further by the internal working group to develop a draft vision statement for 
Greening Greater Bendigo. 

Protect existing trees (13) 

Significant tree register in planning scheme (1 support) 
Don’t cut down the trees in the first place 
Protect existing trees on private property 
Ensure the protection of the Box Ironbark and unique Mallee which surrounds Bendigo. 

I hope to see Bendigo full of green trees and full of vegetation for many years to come, as well as protecting 
very old and historical trees. 
Preserve existing established vegetation in urban areas. 

Like a giant park - more trees along roads and cycling tracks, protection of old growth, bush areas within each 
suburb.  
Less devastating loss of vegetation in housing estates and native plants replaced. Old indigenous trees to be 
vigorously protected 
More preservation of native forests in public places 
Preserve the old trees at Harry Trott, but plant more indigenous trees around the perimeter. There is plenty 
of room. 
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Protecting all biodiversity and habitats in Greater Bendigo.  We are so blessed having these values around us. 
South Mandurang roadsides are vital to connect all the native vegetation in private and public hands. We 
must value these roadsides and prohibit removal of vegetation, plant indigenous under storey. We need a big 
push on weed removal too, especially in Sheepwash Creek. 

We must keep established trees in good health at all costs, especially native trees.  

 

A different approach to new development (14) 

A lot greener than what VicRoads want given their destruction of trees throughout the city in recent times 
Subdivisions that support and promote large canopy trees 
Let’s not pander to developers and take a long-term approach 
We actually need to set the rules – not developers – we need to get better.  
Being near bushland we need to ensure green corridors to link new estates which are beautifully done with 
older established streets which seem neglected and used as speedways.  
Bendigo is a beautiful city but it is developing fast without too much thought going into preserving the 
natural environment. Or even including it in our human lives and activities. Having cooling trees would be 
better for Bendigo carbon footprint and help great big carparks generate less heat. 

Central Bendigo is losing so much green cover due to developers clearing all trees before they build. There 
seems to be a mismatch between the Planning Department priorities and this Strategy. It takes up to 50 years 
to grow a tall shady tree and an hour or two to cut it down. So disappointing that retaining trees isn’t part of 
the decision making. 
Green, native, good habitat for wildlife, showing local character (not like just another suburb of Melbourne).  
More parks, higher density housing. 
In new areas with small blocks and/or multi-storey development there should be more provision for wide 
road verges preserving existing vegetation to provide wildlife corridors as well as cooling shade, carbon 
capture and aesthetic appeal. 
More street trees planted wherever possible. We have planted some ourselves and council has agreed to 
plant some in our area. Would like Bendigo to be very green with spaces preserved instead of over 
development of sports fields to detriment of passive areas.  

Newer estates are not as green as they could be – Greener new estates and account for habitat 
There needs to be more work done in areas that have been totally cleared by developers e.g. Jackass Flat. 
Too many house blocks with very little natural amenity. 
Turning back the tide of over development by reclaiming and restoring land destroyed by two centuries of 
“progress and development” 
Well vegetated with a greater importance placed on existing trees in the landscape, particularly in areas 
marked for subdivision. 
 

Habitat (14) 

Birds 
More trees for wildlife 
Would love to see more indigenous trees used (for street trees etc) 
Lots of wildlife 
Alive with the sounds of native birds  
Bendigo is a wonderful and unique city surrounded by forest which has animals, birds and vegetation very 
special to the area. We need educational brochures delivered to households with information and 
responsibilities in living close to the bush, the damage that can be done by cats, dogs, weeds etc to the 
integrity of the box/ironbark forests. 
Emphasize conservation, and connection with nature. 
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I am keen to have lots of indigenous plantings throughout our city to promote bird and small creature life. 
Taking care of our creeks and waterways and making the Bendigo Creek more aesthetic pleasing through the 
CBD to Lake Weeroona would be appreciated. 

I would love to see the gaps closed in the City in the Forest - I like to call it the Bendigo Biolink. Look at an 
aerial photo of our surrounding vegetation and close those gaps.  
More native trees to attract and halt the decline in native species in the region, e.g. the Regent Honeyeater 
has become critically endangered due to habitat loss.] 
Needs some nesting boxes for the birds 
Quiet relaxing areas for enjoyment of nature,  bird attracting lower vegetation such as paperbarks  grevillias  I 
enjoy bird watching more birds seem to be in suburban gardens then in forests due to poor quality flowering 
natives.  Open spaces in forested areas are also lacking. 

We would like many more indigenous trees planted to encourage bird life. We would like you to look into 
planting whole nature strips with mixed Mallee shrubs and small trees because with climate change we will 
have a much hotter and drier climate and we will need shade and habitat for our remaining feathered 
friends.  
 

Indigenous vegetation (16) 

Encourage planting of indigenous trees and plants 
Focus on habitat maintenance – Big focus on attempts to eradicate Chinese Scrub and Gazania 
More ironbarks 
Cool, green and full of biodiversity.  Using indigenous natives wherever possible for beauty, drought 
tolerance, food/shelter for native animals, links to existing bushland. 
Greater Bendigo is indeed a city in a forest, but it is a forest that could be made healthier with better 
connectivity.  I'd like to see increased use of indigenous plants in urban areas, and decreased use of exotics 
(especially high-allergen exotics!!) 
Greater numbers of Ironbarks in our streets. 
I feel like the attitude of Greater Bendigo Council is very backward. I can't fathom why native species would 
be removed and replaced by introduced species. Please commence to plant species endemic to the local 
area. 
In the various reserves that are former mining sites, to plant more indigenous trees in them.  These reserves 
look and are the lungs of Bendigo, however, they could do with more attention in terms of tree planting. 
More connected to our natural environment and indigenous vegetation of the area 
More indigenous plants in public parks, as roadside plantings and in gardens with fewer weeds. Less 
devastating loss of vegetation in housing estates and native plants replaced. Old indigenous trees to be 
vigorously protected 
More native, locally endemic trees please. 
Mostly Native and Indigenous Vegetation 
Please act to plant natives, not introduced plant species. It is 2018.  
Stop planting Plane trees and plant stable native vegetation around our streets. We are surrounded by 
forests and could have a native theme throughout the city. Native trees are best suited to our climatic 
conditions and there are many stable trees and shrubs that could enhance our streets. Plane tree leaves are 
slippery and do not break down. 
The emphasis should be on the establishment of indigenous flora in the first instance. If large trees present 
an issue from a safety perspective into the future, then use lower growing trees such as Mallee species or 
long lived wattles eg Acacia implexa. They are not prone to limb drop. Use more understory species to fill 
gaps. 
We would like many more indigenous trees planted to encourage bird life. We would like you to look into 
planting whole nature strips with mixed Mallee shrubs and small trees because with climate change we will 
have a much hotter and drier climate and we will need shade and habitat for our remaining feathered 
friends.  
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Well-designed spaces mindful of future climate and maintenance requirements (17) 

Create more interesting Green Spaces – Be innovative and Creative – Use natural materials – Facilitate 
wellbeing and Calming spaces to reflect as well as exciting opportunities to be part of the space 
Their properties as heat sinks, habitat, beautiful natural structures will be increasingly valuable in a warming 
world, and will help Bendigo to be as resilient as possible. Secondly, we must plan and plant more native 
trees and shrubs that are from hotter climates. 
Do more with nature strips 
Considered planting of low maintenance trees, both native and exotic,  that provide shade cover. 
High consideration given to how plants will be watered in a drying climate.  
I would be happy for more trees and ground covers to be planted in strategic areas. The plantings must be 
well planned to ensure follow up watering is carried out.  National Tree Day plantings have been a great 
success in the past. 

In such an arid climate, the more trees in Bendigo the better. 
Less concrete jungle and weed infested open spaces, make use of unused areas like along railways and 
roadsides 
Many more street trees - wherever possible  
More of the right tree for the right location. 
Shadier, cooler, prettier, uniform and formal in some places, natural in others 
Shady, cooler, "softer", more welcoming/ relaxing 
Summer shade for all footpaths to encourage walking. 
Trees for general beautification throughout Bendigo. 
To be within the now, whilst still keeping in touch with the natural beauty that plants and parks bring.  
Totally tree lines streets for natural habitat, shelter from blazing sun and general beautification 
Tree-lined streets, a mix of natives and European trees. Trees that attract birds.  
Comfortable and attractive 
 

Cool, Shady and Green (26) 

A central area with lots of shade TREES IN THE MALL!!! 
Planting to create shade on streets to keep cooler routes for walking/cycling 
Green and beautiful. We need the shade. 
Shade (3 supports) 
Shade is a must to help with climate change. 
Cool, green and full of biodiversity.  
Green and clean. Shady and cool. Lots of shady walkways and bike paths too  
Green and cool 
Green oasis, with water for people to swim in 
Leafy, green and shady in summer. Let’s take a leaf out of Ballarat’s book! 
Lush and green 
More shade trees. 
Plant more shade trees 
Summer shade for all footpaths to encourage walking 

Green and beautiful. We need the shade. 
Greener and a relaxing place 
Greener!! 
Greener, cooler in Summer, shady, better for the environment 
Greener, with plane trees or pear trees  
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I would like Golden Square to feel lush with many green spaces. As people drive into Bendigo they should be 
welcomed by greenery – not concrete. As the housing density in Bendigo increases as planned it is 
increasingly important that Bendigonians have peaceful areas where they can relax 

I would love more shade and greenery. I would love the streets to be a calm, safe and comfortable place to 
travel by walking and bicycle.  
I’d like Bendigo to be a pleasant place to travel around by bike or foot. I’d like the streets to be calm and 
shady. 
a longer term commitment to greening :) 
 

Support human health and wellbeing 

I would like Greater Bendigo to have as much urban green space and treed streets and parks as possible, to 
enhance the liveability of the city.  
Communal vegetable patch 
No pollen trees please (x 2 children) 
More community spaces for adults to play, for culture, sense of community and exercise with local plants 
Fruit trees – edible cities – edible flowers (2 supports) 
any more green space, trees, parks and reserves would be very beneficial to bendigo.   Just have some 
pathways through them for people to walk and cycle  
Beautiful greenery accompanied with hospitality i.e. cafes in parks and nice places to put a picnic rug down. 
Put grass and flowers and make it nice and safe for the community.  

City in a forest is a huge asset to Bendigo. We love recreating in the forests. I walk in one every week. I also 
love our city Park Rosalind Park. It's a great venue for farmers market and music  
Connected and liveable across the shire for people and nature. 
Nature based community activities "Eyes On Nature" Plant more Dja Dja Wurrung food fibre and medicine 
plants.  

Greener and a relaxing place 
I hope to see Bendigo full of green trees and full of vegetation for many years to come, as well as protecting 
very old and historical trees. I feel that there are only benefits of having more trees and vegetation in the 
urban environment, including lowering heat in summer, cleaner air and wellbeing for people. 

Parks for people to sit and enjoy 

 

Social Media 
A social media campaign supported the community engagement activities. Throughout the engagement period the 
following Facebook activity was recorded;  

Number of Facebook posts relating to Greening Greater Bendigo 28 
Number of people reached 45,592 
Total number of engagements 1776 
Total number of people giving negative feedback 25 
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Facebook Posts 
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Next Steps 
 

A draft Greening Greater Bendigo strategy which will take account of the community and stakeholder contributions 
is currently being prepared.  Greening Greater Bendigo will include greening targets and strategies for action.  

A draft is being prepared for Council consideration in mid-2019 before being released on public display for further 
comment and feedback.  

 

 

    

                     Fig 19. Photo competion entries.  

 


	Community Engagement Outcomes Report
	Greening Greater Bendigo Strategy Development
	Community Engagement Outcomes Report

	Introduction
	Engagement Methods
	Engagement Schedule
	Engagement Snapshot
	CrowdSpot online interactive survey
	CrowdSpot Participant Demographics
	Spatial Distribution of CrowdSpot interactions
	CrowdSpot Types
	More Greening Spots
	Top Locations – Where do people want to see more greening?
	Why do people want more greening?

	Favourite Spots
	What people told us they loved most about their favourite tree or green space
	Where is your favourite tree or green space?

	Ideas Spots

	Heathcote
	Photo Competition
	Written Submissions
	Face-to-Face Engagements
	Vision
	Given that we need to increase vegetation cover in our urban areas townships how would you like Greater Bendigo to look and feel in the future?
	Common themes for a future greener Greater Bendigo

	Social Media
	Next Steps

