
Community engagement September/October 2018

Community engagement activities kicked off in September and 
proceeded through October 2018.  The City received a great 
response with over 1,000 people participating in an online 
CrowdSpot interactive survey, attending community meetings or 
stopping by one of the listening posts. 

The outcomes of the community engagement exercise will 
help inform the development of Greening Greater Bendigo and 
accompanying action plan to shape future tree planting and 
greening initiatives throughout Bendigo. 

The information gathered through community engagement will 
also help:

• Shape the vision for Greening Greater Bendigo
• Identify and celebrate the trees and green spaces the 

community value so we can determine how best to protect 
and enhance them

• Identify the community’s priorities for more tree planting and 
greening

Greater Bendigo is known for its beautiful 
street trees and the City of Greater 
Bendigo is developing an Urban Tree 
Strategy to increase tree cover across 
the municipality’s urban areas and 
townships. 

Urban trees and green spaces are 
essential to creating a liveable 
community. They provide shade and 
cool urban areas, promote physical 
and mental wellbeing, improve our 
natural environment and enhance local 
character. 

Greening Greater Bendigo aims to  
identify priority areas for tree planting 
and greening projects and  protect 
the trees and green spaces that the 
community values. 

www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/greening

Urban Tree Strategy
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Image by   
Felicity Johnson 

Congratulations to Felicity Johnson for her winning entry (pictured above) in the open category of the Greening 
Greater Bendigo photo competition. She and other winners received vouchers to a local nursery for their efforts. 



Number of CrowdSpot visitors 407

Number of CrowdSpot interactions 355

Number of people who signed up to mailing list 79

Number of private submissions 8

Number of community meetings we consulted at 11

Number of listening posts held 12

Number of Facebook posts about the consultation 
opportunities

28

Total number of Facebook engagements 1,776

Number of updates distributed through mailing list 3

Number of internal unit meetings 6

Number of entries to photographic competition 34

Results of the community engagement

What the people told us

Existing trees and green spaces
Participants were asked where their favourite tree 
or green space was located. 70% were on public 
land, 23% on nature strips or along roadsides and 
only 7% were located within a private garden or 
property. 

Common themes emerged as to why these 
trees and spaces were valued so highly by the 
community. 

Common Themes: 
What people told us they loved most about their 
favourite tree or green space

• It was a great place to walk, was quiet, calm and 
allowed for sitting and reflection

• It provided habitat for birds
• Shade 
• It was in close proximity to where they lived and 

easy to access
• The spot was beautiful or attractive

• The presence of old, established, remnant and 
particularly large trees 

• The presence of natural bushland and 
indigenous trees in the urban area

• Seasonal change and autumn colour

Future Tree Planting and Greening 
Efforts: 
Why do people want more greening?
• Shading and cooling was the main reason 

participants wanted to see more greening in 
over one third (37%) of all responses 

• Another third (36%) indicated they wanted to 
see more greening either for beautification or to 
enhance local character 

• 12% listed habitat and to enhance biodiversity 
as the main reason they wanted to see more 
greening in urban areas 
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Where do people want to see more greening?

Highest concentration of ‘more greening spots’ 
throughout urban Bendigo from the Crowdspot 
map

• Wolstencroft Reserve
• CBD streets (Hargreaves Mall, Mitchell Street)
• Back Creek Trail
• Streets in Eaglehawk
• Lake Neangar
• Prince of Wales Showgrounds and surrounding 

area
• More trees generally throughout 

residential areas
• Huntly town centre

How would you like Greater Bendigo to look 
and feel in the future? 

Throughout all engagement activities, participants 
were asked the following question; Given that we 
need to increase vegetation cover in our urban 
areas townships how would you like Greater 
Bendigo to look and feel in the future? Participants 
were free to write whatever they felt like. 

There were several consistent themes that 
emerged throughout this exercise. 
• Cool, shady and green!!!! 
• Enhance the liveability of the city by providing 

treed spaces to support recreation, reflection 
and a better sense of community.    

• Protect existing trees and ensure their ongoing 
health and longevity 

• Create well-designed public spaces and new 
developments mindful of future climate and 
maintenance pressures

• Increase indigenous vegetation throughout 
streetscapes and provide habitat for birds and 
other fauna 

These will be workshopped further by the internal 
working group to develop a draft vision statement 
for Greening Greater Bendigo.

What people told us they didn’t want to 
see more of in the future:
• Devastating loss of vegetation for new 

subdivisions
• ‘Don’t cut down the trees in the first place’ – 

need to stem the tide of tree removal in urban 
areas 

• Concrete, paving and paths without shade
• Plane trees 
• House blocks with very little greenery 

What the people told us



Planting Priorities

City of Greater Bendigo in partnership with 
the Central Victorian Greenhouse Alliance 
commissioned a report looking at the impact 
of heat on communities in the region to help 
prioritise areas for cooling interventions such as 
tree planting. The mapping results for Bendigo 
will be used to plan the 2019 annual tree planting 
program in areas that have the greatest need of 
more shade.

Read the report www.cvga.org.au/cool-it-heat-
vulnerability-mapping

What happens next?

Extensive mapping of ‘hotspots’ in Greater 
Bendigo’s urban area and township continues 
to identify priority areas for tree planting and 
greening projects. Areas with fewer trees and 
vegetation cover will be targeted as well as those 
with a high proportion of community members 
that are particularly vulnerable to the effects of 
heat, such as the elderly and socio-economically 
disadvantaged.  

A draft of the strategy which will takes account of 
the community and stakeholder contributions 
is currently being prepared. The strategy will be 
accompanied by an action plan which prioritising 
the key actions to be achieved.

Both the draft strategy and action plan will be 
prepared and considered by Council in mid-2019 
before going on display for public comment. 

How can I continue to 
contribute? 
Contributions from the community have 
been valuable to the development of the 
strategy. When ready, the draft Strategy 
and action will be released to the public 
for review and comment. Visit  
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/greening or 
sign up to our mailing list for regular 
updates. 
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