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Why is the Heathcote Township Plan being 
prepared?

Heathcote has experienced strong and sustained 
growth over a number of years and this is forecast 
to continue.  The Heathcote Township Plan takes a 
long term view and identifies what the important 
elements of the town that the community value 
and want protected and what services, facilities and 
infrastructure are needed to support this growth.

How will the Township Plan be used?

The Township Plan will be used for a number of 
purposes.  It provides guidance and direction on the 
future growth of Heathcote.  It will help guide future 
decisions on infrastructure investment by Council and 
other agencies and it acts as an advocacy document 
for the community.

The Vision

The Heathcote Township Plan sets a vision for the 
town that was developed in conjunction with the 
community: 

What are the key recommendations?

Broadly speaking the recommendations of the 
Township Plan fall into three categories:
• Planning Scheme changes – making sure the 

planning controls are fit for purpose and are clear 
and transparent. 

• Infrastructure and service improvements – what 
Council and other agencies can do to make sure 
infrastructure and services meet the changing 
needs of the Heathcote community.

• Advocacy – to support organisations and 
community groups  seeking funding for service 
and facility upgrades or to progress other 
opportunities.  

The key area where the community wants to see 
improvement is to High Street, in particular around 
the Town Centre.  Key concerns raised include speed 
limits, public safety, amenity, landscaping, street 
furniture and the like.  Options for the Town Centre 
were explored in a community workshop and the 
outcomes can be summarised on the plan shown on 
the following page.

Specific actions include extending the 50km/h speed 
limit to past the IGA Supermarket, traffic calming 
opportunities, additional footpaths and improved 
pedestrian safety infrastructure.  This plan is a 
concept only but can be used to inform infrastructure 
investment and it is proposed to be implemented 
over time.

Heathcote - A vibrant, progressive and inclusive town that embraces 
its natural setting and has the facilities and services allowing residents 
of all ages to be healthy, happy, connected and proud.

Welcome to the fourth project bulletin for 
the Heathcote Township Plan.  This bulletin 
summarises the key recommendations of the 
draft Heathcote Township Plan that is now out for 
community comment until 9 April 2019.
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Included in the other recommendations are:
• Prepare a “Local Area Plan” specific to Heathcote 

and based on the Township Plan for inclusion 
in the Planning Scheme and other zoning and 
overlay changes.

• Establishing a Principal Cycling and Walking 
Network that connects key destinations to the 
town centre.

• Support for a dog park with its final location to be 
determined in a separate process.

• An ongoing program of street tree plantings.
• Improving wayfinding signage and supporting 

tourism.
• Preparation on an investment prospectus for new 

and emerging businesses.
• Support the proposed Dementia Village and 

making Heathcote a dementia friendly town.
Community input is sought on these and the other 
recommendations contained in the draft Township 
Plan.

Implementation

The implementation of the township plan would 
occur progressively over a 10-15 year period.  There is 
a detailed implementation plan in the draft document 
that can be found at www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/
heathcotetp

An important recommendation is the establishment 
of an Implementation Committee.  The Committee 
would serve a number of purposes.  It would oversee 
the implementation of the Township Plan, be a 
conduit for sharing information and provide local 
input into projects.  

If there is community support for the Implementation 
Committee, a Terms of Reference would need to be 
developed that sets out it role and responsibilities in 
more detail.

Listening posts

Feedback is now sought on the Draft Heathcote 
Township Plan and there are a number of ways you 
can find out more about this important project by 
attending one of four Listening Posts:

Heathcote Post Office on Thursday 14 March from 
10am till 1pm

Friday Night Market on 22 March from 5pm till 7pm

Front of IGA on Thursday 28 March from 10am till 
1pm

Lions Bush Market on Saturday 6 April from 8.30am 
till Noon

If you represent a community group or organisation 
and would like a briefing on this project please call 
Senior Strategic Planner Andrew Cockerall on 5434 
6292.

Making a submission

Submissions on all aspects of the Draft Heathcote 
Township Plan are welcomed.

Any submissions need to be in writing and emailed to 
rsdenquiries@bendigo.vic.gov.au or sent to the City of 
Greater Bendigo, PO Box 733, Bendigo 3552 by 9 April, 
2019. 
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Want to stay informed?

If you would like to be kept informed 
about the project, be made aware of 
upcoming consultation opportunities or 
receive regular updates on the progress 
of the Heathcote Township Plan, please 
contact Andrew Cockerall on 5434 6292, 
email rsdenquiries@bendigo.vic.gov.au or 
visit the Heathcote Service Centre.

Andrew is based in the Heathcote Service 
Centre on most Wednesdays. If you’d like 
to find out more about the project or have 
any issues you’d like to discuss, then give 
him a call to arrange a time to meet.

More information can also be found at the 
webpage on:

www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/heathcotetp
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