
City submits application 
to UNESCO

You have probably heard that the City is making 
an application for Bendigo and the region to 
join the UNESCO Creative Cities Network in the 
category of Gastronomy. We want to give you 
some more information about what this means 
and how it relates to everything we do as an 
organisation.

The City’s application cleared the first major 
hurdle and was endorsed by the UNESCO 
National Commission in Canberra. The Mayor 
has now submitted the application to the 
UNESCO headquarters in Paris. 

What is gastronomy and what’s it 
got to do with Bendigo?

Gastronomy isn’t just about high-end restaurants 
and fine food – it’s about so much more. The 
category embraces all the creative ways food 
and beverages bring together agriculture, 
hospitality, culture, sustainability, education and 
health to make our communities stronger and 
our lives better. The UNESCO Creative Cities 
Network celebrates how creativity (in this case 
creativity with food and drinks) can help us 
solve complex problems and create meaningful 
change, and applicants must demonstrate how 
their cities are putting culture and creativity 
at the heart of future plans (other creative 
categories include design, literature and music). 

• Our application highlights many of the great
initiatives and projects being led by the City,
other organisations and the community, for
example;

• Supporting healthy food and nutrition –
Poor diets and over-reliance on processed
foods are a major cause of many diseases
resulting in excessive health costs

• Reducing food waste – Large amounts of
food are wasted and food waste ends up in
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landfill – this costs us all money and is bad for 
the planet. Local initiatives mean surplus food 
is collected and distributed to those in need, 
and our Organics collection diverts food waste 
from landfill

• Celebrating culture – Across the region people 
from different cultural backgrounds are 
sharing food to break down barriers and food 
is a primary way of celebrating culture, from 
our Indigenous communities to our recent 
migrants

• Teaching children how to grow and cook 
food – School gardens programs are teaching 
children about how food is grown, meals are 
prepared and social role of food.

• Producing local food – Locally produced food 
is fresher, healthier and cuts down on ‘food 
miles’ – the amount of energy and the cost of 
transporting food long distances.

• Providing food for those in need – About 10% 
of our community regularly goes without food 
because of their financial situation. Programs 
support those in need. 

• Supporting our farmers and producers – Food 
and beverages are produced across our region 
supporting thousands of jobs in agriculture, 
production, transport and retail.

• Tourism and visitors – Growing the awareness 
of what the region has to offer in food and 
beverages attracts tourists and visitors which 
in turn creates new jobs.

The food and beverages scene here is diverse 
and growing. In Greater Bendigo, the gastronomy 
industry was worth $1.6Billion in 2017. Food 
industry jobs have experienced greater levels of 
growth than the rest of the economy, increasing 
by 26% between 2011 and 2017. In 2016, 46% of 
manufacturing employment in Greater Bendigo 
was in the food sector. Our region is home to over 
130 wineries breweries and gastronomic tourism 
forms a vital part of our economy, with food, wine, 
beer and cider events held throughout the year. 

Our application describes the great diversity of 
activities that are occurring across the city and 
region and highlights one of our great strengths – 
our partnership with the Dja Dja Wurrung – as we 
work to heal the landscape, celebrate culture and 
heal our relationship to food. 

How does this relate to the work of 
Council?

Council’s overall vision – creating the world’s most 
liveable community – means many different things 
to many different people. But good food is integral 

to liveability. For example, it’s hard to imagine a 
truly liveable community where:

• high rates of poor health and wellbeing lead 
to preventable diseases, 

• children consume excessive amounts of 
junk food and sugary drinks; go hungry; and 
don’t know how food is grown, prepared and 
cooked, 

• farmers and producers aren’t backed by their 
community and local stores, 

• there is little pride in food grown and 
produced locally and how it is used,

• there is no plan or commitment to reduce the 
environmental impact of producing food,  

• there is no interest in sharing the great things 
that are happening in our City and region with 
the rest of the world

How will designation benefit us?

Focusing on food and gastronomy as a key driver 
for our city and region can bring together so 
much of what we are doing and benefit us all. 
From planning and designing public space, to 
dealing with food waste, reducing food inequality, 
encouraging healthy lifestyles and attracting 
visitors and investment to our region – the work 
of the City of Greater Bendigo has creativity and 
gastronomy at its core. 

The UNESCO Creative Cities Network is 
internationally recognised and membership 
is highly sought after and difficult to achieve. 
However, if we are successful in our application, 
the benefits will be far-reaching.  Admission to the 
Network will boost everything associated with food 
and beverages in our city and the wider region – it 
will increase tourism, grow jobs and put our city 
and region on the national and international stage. 
This is a multi-impact project that will bring many 
aspects of our work together. 

Find out more

You can find out more about the UNESCO Creative 
Cities Network by clicking on this link 
https://en.unesco.org/creative-cities/home

• A final decision by UNESCO in Paris on 
our application is expected in late 2019. In 
the meantime we will keep you updated 
on futures plans to develop our creative 
gastronomic strengths. 

If you need further information, please contact 
Trevor Budge 6288 t.budge@bendigo.vic.gov.au or 
Anna Knight 6118  a.knight@bendigo.vic.gov.au

https://en.unesco.org/creative-cities/home

