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This event is part of
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Government Multicultural
Issues Network Annual
Forum Hope for Harmony.

Acknowledgement
of Country
We acknowledge that the City of Greater Bendigo is on Dja Dja Wurrung
and Taungurung Country. We would like to acknowledge and extend
our appreciation to the Dja Dja Wurrung People and Taungurung
People, the Traditional Owners of this land.
We pay our respects to leaders and Elders past, present and emerging
for they hold the memories, the traditions, the culture
and the hopes of all Dja Dja Wurrung People and
Taungurung People.
We express our gratitude in the sharing of
this land, our sorrow for the personal,
spiritual and cultural costs of that
sharing and our hope that we may
walk forward together in harmony
and in the spirit of healing.

About the Intercultural
Ambassador Program
The Intercultural Ambassador Pilot Program is a new initiative
for the City of Greater Bendigo that aims to increase connections
between the cultures and communities within Greater Bendigo.
The program is part of the City’s commitment to being a liveable and
welcoming community and is also a key action of the City’s Cultural
Diversity and Inclusion Plan 2016-2019.
The City has recruited 10 Intercultural Ambassador volunteers who represent a diverse range
of multicultural and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander backgrounds in our community.
The Ambassadors will participate in community events and projects, City advisory and
reference groups and attend civic functions. They will also act as champions for their
existing communities and gain valuable leadership and development opportunities.
Our Program is based on the successful City of Ballarat Multicultural Ambassadors
Program. Funding for the Pilot Program has been provided by the Victorian Government.

Janet Bromley
Janet is a proud Yorta Yorta woman
who was born in South Gippsland in
Victoria. She is the mother of two and
the grandmother of 10. She moved
to Bendigo several years ago after
working most of her life in Melbourne.
She has worked with people facing
homelessness and mental health
challenges. She has formerly studied
at La Trobe University and is currently
a Master’s Candidate. Janet is very
passionate about her culture, family
and her art practice.
Janet organises the yearly NAIDOC
Week art exhibitions where she
engages and supports Aboriginal
artists to participate. She is also
an Ambassador for the Emerge
Cultural Hub, a project supported by
Multicultural Arts Victoria. She is also a
passionate advocate and supporter of
her community.
Janet is interested in how we live and
understand Country and can come
together as a family and community.
She is particularly interested in how we
can support those who are the most
vulnerable in our communities.

“I want to help people
come together to build
a better world for our
grandchildren.”

Introducing our Intercultural Ambassadors for 2019/2020

Salwa Dastgeer
Salwa is originally from Kabul,
Afghanistan. She came to Australia in
2012 with her husband and children.
Salwa has a Master’s Degree in Public
Policy from the Australian National
University and is currently studying a
Master’s of Social Work at La Trobe
University, Bendigo.
Salwa currently works at Bendigo
Community Health Services in the
Settlement Services Team. In her
role she supports people of refugee
background to settle successfully in
Bendigo. Salwa says, “I love my job and
I love living in Bendigo for its vibrant
community and beautiful architecture.”
Salwa identifies as part of the wider
Bendigo community through her work,
university studies, children’s schools
and her friendship circles. She is also
a committed member of both the
Bendigo Muslim community and the
Afghan community. She participates
and contributes to Muslim and Afghan
events such as annual Iftar dinners
during the holy month of Ramadan and
the Afghan New Year celebrations every
March. Salwa says she is passionate
about contributing to the wider
community and sharing her culture
and faith to make Bendigo even more
enriched, vibrant and welcoming.

“I am excited and passionate about
becoming a social worker and serving
social justice and human rights.”
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Preeti Gulati
Preeti was born and raised in India. She
and her husband moved to Bendigo
in 2009. She is an early childhood
educator and accredited swim teacher.
Preeti is also a Little World Storytime
facilitator at the Goldfields Library
Corporation and delivers bilingual story
time sessions for children aged three to
seven, in both Hindi and English.
Family has always been important for
Preeti. She has always believed we
must take care of our family wherever
we find them. Preeti’s passion is to
create opportunities for people from
various cultural and faith backgrounds
to come together in a friendly,
welcoming community atmosphere.
Preeti notes that many people in
Bendigo might not know there
are different cultures throughout
India. She wishes to build greater
connection among the diverse Indian
cultures within Bendigo and the wider
community.

“The best way to do
this is through the
celebration of festivals
and events. These are
expressive ways to
celebrate the glorious
heritage, culture and
traditions.”
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Edith Muñoz
Edith was born in Mexico City, Mexico
and speaks Spanish and English. She
came to Australia in 2012 to be with her
partner, and now husband. Edith has
a Diploma in Human Resources and
Management. She was part of the New
and Emerging Community Leadership
Program in 2014 and is also a member
of the City of Greater Bendigo Cultural
Diversity and Inclusion Plan Community
Reference Group.
Edith is an active member of the
community. She has worked for
over four years representing and
empowering the Mexican community
in Bendigo. She is the co-founder and
ex-President of Hispanos Unidos de
Victoria.
Edith’s main focus and passion is to
help Bendigo become more welcoming
and inclusive, including helping to
create more opportunities for the
multicultural community. It is important
to Edith to support the Spanish
speaking and broader multicultural
community to have a voice to
contribute to the future of Bendigo.

“I fell in love with
Bendigo and plan to
live here, raise my
family and continue
contributing to make
a positive difference.”
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Dr Marthin Nanere
Marthin was born in Ambon, Indonesia
and completed his Bachelor’s and
Master’s degrees in Indonesia and
Canada. Marthin has been teaching at
various La Trobe University campuses,
Bundoora, Shepparton, AlburyWodonga and Bendigo, since 1998.
He completed his PhD from La Trobe
in 2001 and has expertise in Marketing
and Business. He has lived in Bendigo
since 2004 and continues to serve the
community as a marketing lecturer.
Marthin also loves playing the guitar,
harmonica and ukulele. He also has a
passion to play and coach badminton.
He has three children, Mel, Gary and
Garrett, who were born in Australia.
Marthin is also an active member of the
community. He has been the President
of the Bendigo Australia Indonesia Klub
(BAIK) since 2018. Marthin notes, “I am
honoured to be given the opportunity
as an Intercultural Ambassador to
represent Indonesia. Music and sport
can be used as a universal language to
make it happen.”

“I am passionate about
creating a better culturally
diverse environment for
both new migrants and
residents in Bendigo.”
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Ma Aye Paw
Ma Aye Paw is a 23 year old Karen
woman. She came to Australia in
2016 from the Mae La Refugee Camp
located on the borders of Thailand
and Myanmar. She has completed
numerous courses including a
Certificate III in Written and Spoken
English, Certificate II in Health Support
Services (Cleaning) in 2017, Certificate
III in Individual Support (Aged Care) and
a Diploma in Interpreting in 2018. Ma
Aye Paw plans to become a nurse in
the future and is currently undertaking
a Certificate IV in Allied Health at
Bendigo TAFE.
Ma Aye Paw is a committed community
volunteer. She currently volunteers
for Bendigo Community Health
Services and is a member of the Karen
Organisation of Bendigo. She has a
passion to work and contribute to the
community, and engage, learn and
work closer with people from different
backgrounds and cultures.

“I am very happy to be a
part of the Intercultural
Ambassador Program. It
will be a great opportunity
for me to build my
leadership skills.”
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Benjamin Ato Sam
Benjamin and his wife, Amanda, arrived
in Australia in 2008 from Cape Coast,
Ghana. He began his studies and career
in the health care sector at Melbourne
Polytechnic. He then worked at the
Royal Melbourne Hospital with diverse
colleagues from many backgrounds
where they were very welcoming
and friendly. In 2010, Benjamin then
furthered his career in the health care
sector at Mercy Hospital for Women as
a Medical Clerk.
In 2016, Benjamin and his wife moved
to Bendigo to raise their two children.
He is currently studying a Diploma of
Community Services and Individual
Support. Benjamin is also a radio
presenter and member of Phoenix
FM. His program runs every Saturday
morning at 11:30am and covers a range
of reggae music and interviews with
local and international artists.

“I am looking forward
to sharing my culture
as an Intercultural
Ambassador through
this initiative with
the City of Greater
Bendigo.”
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Justin See
Justin is Filipino-Chinese and was
born in the Philippines. He moved to
Australia in 2017 to pursue a PhD at
La Trobe University Bendigo. Before
moving to Australia, Justin was part
of an international team investigating
marginalised communities’ vulnerability
to climate change. His interests lie
in the link between environmental
preservation and social justice and
his PhD dissertation advocates for
more fair, inclusive and locally diverse
climate change adaptation policies.
He has published some of his work
in academic journals and presented
research at conferences all around
the world.
Justin is also involved in a number of
activities in Bendigo that enables him
to share his culture, learn from others
and give back to his community. He is
a radio host at Phoenix FM, a note taker
for the Equity and Diversity Centre in
La Trobe University, and a
representative for the Filipino
community in Bendigo.

“I hope to continue
using my experience and
education to make a small
but significant difference
in other peoples’ lives.”
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Bruno Spandonide
Bruno was born in Paris, France in a
refugee family. He arrived in Australia
12 years ago to undertake a doctorate
in Tasmania. He then met his wife,
Robyn, in Melbourne where they lived,
worked and started a family. The family
moved to Alice Springs where he and
his wife both worked for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander organisations.
They then moved to Bendigo in 2015.
Bruno’s professional work experience
includes strategic transport planning
for numerous levels of government
in both France and Australia. He has
experience in academic research,
policy and project management.
Bruno developed a strong sense of
social justice from an early age and was
encouraged to enjoy the diversity of
human cultures. He has been inspired
by his wife’s work at Loddon Campaspe
Multicultural Services with refugees
and newly arrived migrants in Bendigo.
Bruno and his family volunteer and
support a number of multicultural
events including Feast of Stories,
Zinda Festival, Friday Food Safari and a
multicultural “pop-up” soccer team.

“It is important to promote
positive interactions
between people in a wide
variety of personal and
professional settings.”
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Tan See Tuang
Tan was born in Malaya (Malaysia) and
came directly to Bendigo in 1970 to
study Electrical Engineering at the
then, Bendigo Institute of Technology.
During his time in Bendigo, Tan has
been a sound system salesman and
has also started and operated his own
Malayan-Chinese restaurant, Dragon
Court. Tan sold his restaurant in 1986
and pursued further study.
Tan received his Graduate Diploma in
Education from Bendigo College of
Advanced Education. Tan’s vision to
introduce Chinese to Bendigo schools
became a reality in 2002 at Flora Hill
Secondary College, now Bendigo
Southeast College.
Tan has been a very active member
of the Bendigo Chinese Association
since the 1980s. He was one of three
people to develop the Golden Dragon
Museum where he was the inaugural
Director from its opening in 1991. He
is also a member of the Sister City
Community Committee and was
responsible for the friendship city
agreement in 2015 between the City
of Greater Bendigo and the City of
Haimen in Jiangsu Province, China.
Tan retired from teaching in 2012 and
says he is enjoying life as a proud,
doting grandfather of two gorgeous
grandchildren.

“After nearly 50 years, I am as
Bendigonian as any local.”
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For further information about the
program or to make contact with
an Intercultural Ambassador please
contact the City of Greater Bendigo.
Email: enquiries@bendigo.vic.gov.au
Phone: (03) 5434 6000
Postal: City of Greater Bendigo,
PO Box 733, Bendigo 3552
For information in your language, call
Translating and Interpreting Service
(TIS) on 13 14 50 and request City of
Greater Bendigo (03 5434 6000).

