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Symbolism of the Reimagining Bendigo Creek logo (created by Nyauwi Art and Design)
The Bendigo Creek has been subject to destruction and toxicity from settlement and the goldrush.  Here it is pictured as what we would imagine 
it to be. Many paths coming together as one, nurtured and cared for by all as a people; the open-ended hands signify that this is a journey that 
will continue long after we are here, as Djandak will start to heal itself as it used to.

Our mission:
“Change people’s hearts and minds to take united 

action so that in a generation’s time Bendigo Creek 
will be a healthy, connected and nurturing place.”



SNAPSHOT OF THE DRAFT PLAN

VISION OF THE DJA DJA WURRUNG

Catchment
Connections
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Goal: Bendigo Creek embodies our diverse cultures 
and is actively cared for by the Community

Empower Dja Dja Wurrung Traditional Owners 
to practice their cultural traditions and promote 
their spiritual connections to the Creek 

Foster community caring for the Creek

Promote positive perceptions of the Creek

S9

S10

S11

S8 Create a safe Creek environment    

Increase Creek-based interaction and 
recreation opportunities 

Improve Creek corridor access 

Complete places and spaces with a network 
of accessible public corridors

Vision and  
Principles

Creek-wide 
Strategies

Implementation

Precincts

Strengthen the diversity of experiences along 
the Creek

Limit impact of climate change with water 
sensitive urban design and traditional 
ecological knowledge 

Restore aquatic habitats and ecosystem 
function of the Creek and it’s tributaries 

Improve how our city landscape relates to the 
Creek and tributaries 

The essence of Reimagining Bendigo Creek is 
encapsulated by its vision and principles which have 

guided the plan’s preparation and will guide how 
decisions are made in the future.

The strategic planning framework for the 
Bendigo Creek as a whole, with reference 

to its catchment and tributaries. 

The implementation section proposes options 
for how we can improve how we work together 

to achieve the vision for Bendigo Creek. 

The application of the Creek-wide strategies 
to four precincts:

Kangaroo Flat: Big Hill range to Bay Street, 
Golden Square
Golden Square – Bendigo: Bay Street, 
Golden Square to Weeroona Avenue, North 
Bendigo
White Hills: Weeroona Avenue, North 
Bendigo to Howard Street, Epsom
Epsom – Huntly: Howard Street, Epsom to 
Bendigo-Tennyson Road, Huntly  

Goal: A healthy Bendigo Creek by improving the 
catchment and creating flood resilient communities Goal: Bendigo Creek forms a continuous and integrated 

public space network for our community to enjoy and 
move freely through

Culture

S3

Limit impact of climate change with water 
sensitive urban design and traditional 
ecological knowledge 

S12

There is a rippling along the Bendigo Creek, there is 
now undulation.  Sounds, when there was none. There 
is a familiar sense of reawakening as we walk along the 
banks.  There is open, clean water, verged by grasses 
and reeds that are strong and healthy like us. The Creek 
is healing and so are we.

Activity and conversation, voices of the community, 
people and children, looking for and anticipating 
life and movement within the Creek, hoping for new 
interactions. We now have a place to gather, to listen 
and to share.

The familiar sense and smell of smoke is around us, 
but not heat, a sweetened cleansing smell that is 
recognisable to us all, not feared, but welcoming and 
healing.  You are amongst Cultural practice.

The ground is clean, and thick with Kangaroo Grass that 
gently brush against our hands and feet, there are now 
sensations underfoot, crinkling and crunching in the 
new life and healing, colours are yellow and as bright as 
the sun, they are unavoidable in their numbers.    What 
was lost, has now returned.

Cultural practices and ceremony supports healing, 
and encourages cultural interaction, facilitating 
reconciliation and greater returns to the community.



Stage 1

Project initiation

Stage 2

Preliminary community engagement 
and background research

Stage 3

Develop issues and opportunities 
report

Stage 4

Develop vision and conceptual 
options for the Bendigo Creek

Stage 5

Develop draft Strategic Plan, and 
undertake community consultation 

Stage 6

Finalise Strategic Plan

THE PROJECT SO FAR HOW TO GET INVOLVED
The Reimagining Bendigo Creek Draft Plan has been 
developed over the last 15 months with extensive 
community and stakeholder input.  We are currently in 
Stage 5 (undertaking further community consultation). The 
feedback we receive during the public display will allow us 
to progress to Stage 6- finalising the plan. 

We are on track to produce a final plan by mid 2020.  All 
partnering organisations will need to endorse the plan 
before the project is finalised.

Have your say on the draft plan! We invite you to be part of 
shaping this plan. It is presently a draft and will continue 
to be refined in response to feedback. If you would like to 
contribute, you have several options:

• Fill out a short online survey and contribute to our 
interactive map - https://bendigo.mysocialpinpoint.
com.au/bendigocreekdraftplan (available February 3)

• Send us an email with subject line ‘Reimagining 
Bendigo Creek plan feedback’ to  
rsdenquiries@bendigo.vic.gov.au 

• Send us a letter:
Attention: Trevor Budge - Manager Regional 
Sustainable Development 
City of Greater Bendigo - PO Box 733 BENDIGO VIC 3552 

• Drop in at one of the listening posts: 

Saturday February 8, 9am-1pm 
Bendigo Community Farmers’ Market 
Sidney Myer Place, Bendigo

Saturday February 21, 6pm-8.30pm 
Music in the Parks 
Cooinda Park, Golden Square

Friday February 28, 6pm-8.30pm 
Music in the Parks 
Garden for the Future, White Hills

Sunday March 14, 4pm-8pm 
Zinda Festival 
Rosalind Park, Bendigo

• Meet with a member of the project team – by 
arranging an appointment via the Regional Sustainable 
Development Unit on 5434 6148 or  
rsdenquiries@bendigo.vic.gov.au 

The closing date for comments is Monday March 16 2020. 

• More information is available at  
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/bendigocreek

Project 
currently 
here


