
The City of Greater Bendigo would 
like to thank residents for the way 
they are responding to the ever-
changing impacts of coronavirus 
(COVID-19).

Many of you would be familiar with the 
latest stage 3 social distancing measures, 
particularly the critical message to stay 
home. 

There are now only four reasons to leave 
your home: food and supplies, medical 
care, exercise, and work or education 
(where this can’t be done remotely). 

Indoor and outdoor gatherings are limited 
to groups of two (unless you are with 
immediate family/household members) 
and we must remember to keep at least 
1.5 metres away from each other. 

We must all play our part to stop the spread 
of the virus. The wellbeing of our community, 
particularly that of our front-line healthcare 
workers, police, ambulance, childcare and 
supermarket sta� , depends on it. 

I would like to sincerely thank all people in 
critical care, community and service roles. 
They cannot work from home and we need 
to follow the strict health advice so they 
can stay well and continue to support the 
rest of us. 

Twice a week, leaders from the City, 
Bendigo Health, Be.Bendigo, Regional 
Development Victoria, Bendigo Foodshare, 
Victoria Police, and tourism and hospitality 
industries meet to guide Greater Bendigo 
through this challenging time and discuss 
how we can best work together to support 
our community. 

COVID-19 has had a huge impact on our 
local economy, particularly for our casual 
workforce and the industries that have had 
to temporarily close. For the businesses that 
could, many have worked quickly to create 
or boost their online presence and remain 
virtually open through click and collect and 
delivery services. 

Please shop local whenever you can, both 
now and when we eventually return to 
normal. Your continued support will be 

critical in order for our businesses 
to financially recover.

The dra�  2020/2021 Budget has been 
delayed so Council can include a range 
of financial measures to help residents 
and businesses during this time. It is 
also possible to arrange flexible rate 
payment plans, including the ability 
to defer all payments on rates until 
September 30 this year and not 
incur any interest. 

As we continue to self-isolate 
in our homes, remember 
to check in on family 
and friends. Call, text, 
email or drop a little 
care package on their 
doorstep. 

We are in this 
together.

Sincerely,

Mayor Cr Margaret 
O’Rourke
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