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Greening Greater Bendigo Strategy Development 

Public Display Outcomes Report 
 

1. Introduction 
Greening Greater Bendigo is the first urban forest strategy for Greater Bendigo. It is a 50-year strategic vision for 

increasing tree cover and health across urban areas and townships of Greater Bendigo and provides a strategic 

response to the complex challenges facing human and natural systems over the coming decades.  A draft strategy 

and accompanying 10-year action plan have been prepared. Following a Council resolution to do so at the February 

ordinary Council meeting, both documents were released for a period of public display.  

 

2. Community engagement 
2.1. City of Greater Bendigo’s commitment to engagement 

The City is strongly committed to engaging with communities and stakeholder on decisions that will potentially 

affect or interest them. Staff and Councillors recognise the value of community engagement and are aware of the 

importance of eliciting a range of views and perspectives on issues affecting the Greater Bendigo community. 

Engagement has become an essential part of planning, policy development and service delivery. The City’s 

commitment and approach towards community engagement is promoted in its community engagement policy. 

2.2. Purpose of the engagement  

• To seek community feedback on the Draft Greening Greater Bendigo and 10-year action plan. 

• To ask the key stakeholders if the draft delivers on their expectations and aspirations for an urban forest 

strategy for Greater Bendigo  

• To gain social licence to implement the strategy / permission to plant more trees 

• To foster ownership and understanding of the Greening Greater Bendigo principles 

• To manage community expectations of what this strategy will (and won’t) address 

 

2.3. Negotiables and non-negotiables 

Several negotiables and non-negotiables relate to Greening Greater Bendigo and this engagement period which are 

noted below.  

Negotiables (what stakeholders may be able to influence) 
Draft Greening Greater Bendigo 2020-2070  

• Are we missing anything? 

• Is there anything that needs further clarification? 

• There is flexibility in the content of the document 

Draft Greening Greater Bendigo 10-year action plan, 2020-2030 

• Strategy actions and their importance 

• Priority actions – have we got these right? 
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• Is there anything that we have missed or that is unclear? 

Non-negotiables (what stakeholders cannot influence) 

• Council’s commitment to deliver Community Plan goal 4.4.3. - Increase urban shade and provide protection 

for significant and heritage trees through the development and implementation of a Greater Bendigo Tree 

Strategy. 

• Areas outside of the project area scope 

o Rural roadsides 

o Management of national, state and regional parks.  

o Other LGAs 

o Community gardens 

o State and national parks 

o Areas outside urban areas and townships 

• Why we need a such a strategy  

• We will be increasing urban vegetation cover 

• The evidence base 

o Canopy cover base lines  

o Heat mapping 

o Health statistics 

o SEIFA areas 

• Legislative requirements 

o Management of trees under electrical lines 

o Arterials roads  

• There will be a city-wide mix of native and exotic tree species as informed by the Public Space Plan 

• Strategy priorities will be informed by both scientific data and community engagement outcomes 

  

2.4. What is the decision to be made? 

Community endorsement of Greening Greater Bendigo prior to delivery and Council endorsement of the final 

document and action plan.  

3. Approach 
This round of community engagement is to ensure that the community and key stakeholders have a final 

opportunity to comment and provide feedback on the draft strategy and action plan prior to going to Council for 

endorsement.  

Given that an extensive period of community engagement for this project has previously taken place, this is 

essentially a check-in to report back to the community to ensure that we have addressed their key concerns and that 

the strategy and action plan meet their expectations.  

Key stakeholders were invited to provide feedback to help finalise Greening Greater Bendigo and the 10-year action 

plan.  
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The public display period ran from February 20 to March 27.  

Engagement methods included an online survey, a series of listening posts and emails directly to key stakeholders 

and the Greening Greater Bendigo mailing list.  

There were two other Council documents going on public display at the same time – Reimagining Bendigo Creek and 

Greater Bendigo Food System Strategy. As such, the campaigns of each were be combined and resources shared. A 

post-card and radio-ad were developed encouraging people to have their say on-line via the City’s webpage and 

drop by past one of the pop-ups.  

3.1. Survey Questions 

1. Will the Strategy and 10-year action plan help us achieve our aspirations for a greener Greater Bendigo?  
 

2. Is there anything within the Strategy that is unclear or needs further explanation? Yes/No 
 

3. Is there anything currently that is not in the Strategy that you believe should be addressed?   
 

4. Do you have any other feedback you would like to provide? 
 

The above questions were posed in a ‘form stack’ survey on the Greening Greater Bendigo webpage.  

Community members and stakeholders could also write a written response via email or post or provide verbal 

feedback to staff at one of the planned listening posts or via phone.  

4. Engagement Schedule 
Public Display Period: Thursday 20 February to Friday 27 March 2020.  

Activity Purpose Target audience Date 

Radio-ad  Promotion / seek 
community feedback  

Wider community Two weeks commencing 15 
February 

Media release Promotion / seek 
community feedback 

Wider community Thursday 20 Feb 2020 

Promotional post card 
distribution to 
numerous businesses 
and schools  

Promotion / seek 
community feedback 

Wider community Distribute to venues in early 
Feb 

Email Update to mailing list 
on project and give 
them the opportunity 
to provide any further 
feedback 

Greening Greater Bendigo 
mailing list  

Thursday 20 Feb 2020 

Email Update to identified 
key stakeholders and 
give them the 
opportunity to provide 
any further feedback 

Key stakeholders Thursday 20 Feb 2020 

Summer in the Parks, 
Cooinda Park  

Listening post Wider community Friday 21 February, 2020 

Summer in the Parks, 
Garden for the Future 

Listening post Wider community Friday 28 February, 2020 

Heathcote Bush Market Listening post Heathcote community Saturday 7 March, 2020 

Cancelled due to COVID-19 

Zinda festival Listening post Wider community Saturday 14 March, 2020 

Sustainability Festival  Listening post Wider community Saturday 28 March, 2020 
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The public display period coincided with the emergence of COVID-19 and the associated restrictions on public 

gatherings. The public display period was effectively cut short with no further listening posts or social media posts 

taking place as planned after March 14. As such, no surveys were completed and returned after March 15.  

Even so, a number of written submissions were received from key stakeholders towards the end of the engagement 

period.  

 

5. Engagement Snapshot 
 

Survey responses 10 

Written submissions 4 

Listening Posts 3 

Number of people on mailing list 103 

 

6. Summary of Survey Responses 
A detailed table of individual survey responses is included in Appendix 1.  

Questions Yes No 

Will the Strategy and 10-year action 
plan help us achieve our aspirations 
for a greener Greater Bendigo? 

9 1 
(However no further comments 
provided) 

Is there anything within the Strategy 
that is unclear or needs further 
explanation? 

1 
(Specifically, where trees are 
intended to be planted) 
 

9 

Is there anything currently that is not 
in the Strategy that you believe 
should be addressed? 

3 7 

 

What do you feel is missing from the Strategy? 
1. “Following the bushfires in December through to February I heard a lot of people talking about tree clearing 

as though trees were the problem in creating fires. I think the Council needs to dispel uninformed beliefs 
about trees' role in bushfires. I have also been told commercial & industrial property owners did a lot of tree 
clearing before summer - that has to stop.” 
GGB RESPONSE: There is a section within the document addressing ‘urban trees and bushfire’ on page 42. 
Perhaps this could be expanded slightly.   

 
2. “I think there should be a focus on more community kitchen garden, more kerb side trees” 

GGB RESPONSE: Community gardens are outside the scope of GGB however are addressed in the Food 
System Strategy.  There is an action of GGB  (Action 2.1.viii and also 3.3 of Greater Bendigo Food Systems 
Strategy 2020-2030) to update the City’s Nature Strip Policy to include the City’s position of nature strip 
edible plantings.  
 

3. “Reinstating median strips and street trees in those median strips, to cut down the wide expanse of heat-
generating bitchumen.  For example, Brougham St between Miller and Williamson used to have this.  Then, 
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about 8 years ago, it was ripped out.  This should be reinstated.  It could form a very useful before and after 
case study, with comparisons between temperatures.” 
GGB RESPONSE: There were actually thermal photos taken of Brougham Street during the 2019-2020 
summer. Surface temperatures of Brougham Street were approximately 20 degrees hotter than the nearby 
heavily treed Mark Street. The image on page 46 of the draft strategy provides a visual of what a typical 
streetscape in Bendigo might look like in the future by reducing the amount of bitumen.  

 
Do you have any other feedback you would like to provide? 

1. “I hope there will be lots of trees planted in the really ugly industrial areas & outlying residential suburbs of 
Bendigo like Epsom as such areas are devoid of vegetation & look like concrete & asphalt jungles. I also hope 
expansion of Bendigo ceases & there is much greater effort to utilise land for residential use within the 
current urban boundary.” 
 

2. “This is a fantastic strategy with excellent analysis behind it. With the weather getting hotter and drier 
rapidly, Bendigo's future liveability (and economic feasibility) is greatly dependent on getting many many 
more trees established to mitigate the heat. Well done COGB and Bendigo council on getting this far. Now it's 
time to plant a shit-ton of trees. The sooner the strategy is implemented the better.” 
 

3. “I would like to see traffic in the centre of Bendigo slower which might create a more ""walk in"" active town 
centre discourage cars and make it healthier to be in.” 

 
4. “With the movement of hospital to the new site some years ago the council developed an integrated 

greening proposal for linking not only linking the hospital precinct to the CBD but also increasing the nature 
scape of the residential areas around the hospital with increased planting and road closures with nature 
zones established where roads were closed to benefit residences. |To date none of this good work and 
community involvement has eventuated. I live in Barkly St. In that plan this road was earmarked to become a 
cul de sac where there would be a substantial area established for 'greening' to occur, with the added benefit 
for the community seeing a reduction in traffic flow, which has substantially increased since the hospital 
opened on its new site. |I would appreciate being contacted, informed and updated on how these plans are 
to be integrated Andhra the new greening strategy and when might the residents of barkly st see a traffic 
reduction occurring as a result of the road closure. |I look forward to hearing from you soon. Thanks” 
GGB RESPONSE: This query was passed on to our Engineering and Public Space Design teams who are 

delivering this project to respond to the customer directly.  

 
5. “I am very impressed - excellent work!” 

 
6. “To do this properly, the council will need to provide real resources.  But the benefits will outweigh the costs 

in the long run, as the climate becomes hotter and drier.” 
 

 

7. Written Submissions 
The following summarises the feedback from stakeholders who each provided detailed written submissions. Full 

copies of each submission are attached in Appendix 2.  

Friends of Crusoe Reservoir & No. 7 Park 
We welcome the opportunity to comment on the draft Greening Greater Bendigo (GGB) Strategy with its 50-year 

vision and 10-year action plan, and its goal to reverse the tree loss that is happening in the Greater Bendigo 

Municipality. 

We welcome and support the targets of GGB: 

• to increase tree cover from 16% to 25% in urban areas and 

townships by 2030, and 35% in 3050; 

• to improve the health of Bendigo’s urban forest;  
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• for the community to have a greater understanding of the importance of the urban forest and engage in its 

stewardship; 

• its development of the city’s first urban forest plan; and 

• its five Strategies and the vast majority of proposed Actions. 

 

We note the three consistent community wishes arising from the previous public consultation in 2018: 

• more trees for shade and cooling; 

• to enhance greening to enhance the aesthetic and character of local areas; and 

• to enhance habitat and biodiversity in urban areas. 

 

We wish to comment on some specific items and make some recommendations as follows. 

Recommendation 1: Upgrade the priority of Action 1.5 from a medium timeframe (3-5 years) to a high priority (1-2 

years). 

Recommendation 2: That all Actions of Strategy 2 be upgraded to high priority. 

Recommendation 3: That suitable planting of provenance shrubs, flowers and grasses from the Box Ironbark eco-

system and Bendigo’s Mallee flora, be given priority for nature strips, as plants appropriate for the predicted hotter, 

drier climate expected. 

This will help reduce the urban heat bank, use water resources wisely, promote healthy soils, plus enhance the 

biodiversity of our local ecosystem, providing food and habitat for declining fauna species. 

Advice for appropriate plant species could be sought from our two expert local native plant nurseries, the local 

biodiversity experts at DELWP, local apiarists and the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club Inc. 

To increase the shrub layer in these plantings also supports the Urban Forest concept, which includes all trees and 

other vegetation, soils and water. 

Recommendation 4: That Action 3.4 (iii) read: ‘Provide education and mandate through local planning regulations, 

for builders and developers to retain and protect existing trees in new developments.’ 

Action 4.1 (ii) Apply the concept of a city-wide mix of European and native tree plantings and maintain a balance of 

indigenous, native and exotic tress. 

We refer again to those three consistent community wishes arising from the previous public consultation, and in 

particular the latter - ‘to enhance habitat and biodiversity in urban areas’. 

In our view, it is not consistent with these community views to give any funding or agency support to prioritising any 

Northern Hemisphere plantings in the urban areas, nor on private property, especially not in our water-parched 

climate-challenged times. 

We suggest that when senescence occurs in exotic trees, these be replaced with suitable trees from the Box Ironbark 

eco-system, or other appropriate native plantings. 

We also note an absence in our street and CBD urban plantings of any vegetation which acknowledges Bendigo’s 

Traditional Owners and local Indigenous food and fibre plants. 

In our view it would both be an opportunity and desirable for this absence to be addressed within the Greening 

Greater Bendigo plan. 

Recommendation 5: That the mix of plantings for our streetscapes and urban areas prioritise provenance vegetation 

of the Box Ironbark eco-system, Traditional Owner food and fibre plants, and wider native plants for climate change 

preparedness. 
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Recommendation 6: That Action A2 read: ‘Protect significant indigenous vegetation on private land in urban areas 

and townships of Greater Bendigo’. 

Action 4.3 Celebrate the natural, Indigenous and European heritage of Greater Bendigo’s public spaces in urban areas 

and townships. 

We fully support (i) and (ii) within this Action, regarding the liaison with the Dja Dja Wurrung to implement Greening 

Greater Bendigo, plus raising the profile of Bendigo as a ‘City in the Forest’. The wording of Action 4.3 seems 

inconsistent with both of these admirable elements. Furthermore, Bendigo’s British and European heritage is fully 

visible in the urban areas and townships though its architecture, suburb and street names. 

Recommendation 7: Alter Action 4.3 to read: ‘Celebrate both the natural and Indigenous heritage of Greater 

Bendigo’s public spaces through plantings in urban areas and townships.’ 

Recommendation 8: That 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3 be elevated from medium to high priority. 

Recommendation 9: That the position of Environmental Education and Outreach Officer also be 1FTE with a High 

priority. 

GGB Response 

• Recommendation 1. The priority of Action 1.5 has been changed from medium to ongoing.   

• Recommendation 2 is that all actions in strategy 2 be upgraded to high. It should be noted that all actions in 
the document are currently listed as high, medium or ongoing to be delivered by 2025 with all actions to be 
led by the Parks and Open Space Unit. Increasing the amount of actions to be delivered within 2 years places 
great strain on existing resources. The delivery of actions in strategy 2 by 2022 would be dependent on being 
able to resource a new position to coordinate the actions and foster greater community environmental 
education and outreach. 

• Recommendation 3. The strategy supports the planting of understory plants where appropriate and it is an 
action (3.3) to prioritise nature strips for nature. As such it is an action to review Council’s nature strip policy 
to strike the right balance between road safety, service utilities, car parking, other stakeholders’ desires for 
edible verges, other aesthetic preferences and environmental concerns when it comes to nature strip 
treatments. There will be a city-wide mix of native and exotic tree species as informed by the Public Space 
Plan. This was a non-negotiable from the beginning of the project. There are many exotic trees that are 
suitable for Bendigo’s current and future climate and for planting in an urban context. There will be 
instances where we can prioritise box-ironbark ecosystem plantings and other situations in which this type 
of treatment might be totally unsuitable. The intent is to strike the right balance between native and exotic 
planting and the composition and character of the species for each locality across Bendigo (and townships) 
will be explored in the precinct plans.  

• Recommendation 4: That Action 3.4 (iii) read: ‘Provide education and mandate through local planning 
regulations, for builders and developers to retain and protect existing trees in new developments.’  
The intent of action 3.4iii was to provide support to and work with builders and developers to ensure that if 
existing trees are being retained during development then we are providing the correct advice so that this 
may be able to be achieved. There is already an action to implement statutory controls for the protection of 
significant indigenous vegetation on private property (Action 4.2). No changes made to document.  

• Recommendation 5: As with comments in Recommendation 3, we will be planting a mix of exotic and native 
species. The precinct plans will outline more specifically what species are appropriate in what locations. We 
have also worked with Dja Dja Wurrung to incorporate more Traditional Owner food and fibre plants and 
this is reflected in Action 2.4. No Changes made to document.  

•  Recommendations 6 and 7: No changes to the document. The planting of Bendigo’s streets with many 
European (and native) species in the late 1800s are an important feature of the Bendigo landscape. 
Respecting this heritage alongside indigenous and natural heritage and finding the right balance between 
often competing views is imperative.   

• Recommendation 8s and 9: That 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3 be elevated from medium to high priority. 5.2 has been 

changed to ongoing as these are all actions that can easily be incorporated into general operations. Action 

5.1 hasn’t changed as this action is also an action of the Public Space Plan to be done within 10 years. 
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Following a discussion with RSD who are the lead unit, this requires substantial resourcing to undertake and 

is unlikely to be achievable within 24 months. 5.3 has also remains unchanged. Comments for 

recommendation 2 are applicable here.  

 

Bendigo and District Environmental Council Inc 
BDEC commends the council for this initiative, and broadly supports the Principles and Action Plan laid out in the 

Draft.  We appreciate this opportunity to submit recommendations for improvement of the document and all 

suggestions offered are within the broad scope of our enthusiasm for this ambitious blueprint/proposal. 

BDEC endorses the Principles, and particularly applauds ‘Enhance biodiversity in urban areas.’  However, we note 

that there should be an explanation that this means biodiversity of indigenous and native plants, animals, birds, 

reptiles, insects, fungi etc. because introduction of exotic trees, plants, weeds, insects and animals has been a major 

cause of biodiversity loss in Australia, second only to habitat loss, and, perhaps, now climate change. Retention of 

current established Indigenous and native trees is by far the most cost-effective way to achieve this aim, but it is not 

sufficiently emphasised in this document.                

Recommendation 1:  That such an explanation be provided within the document.  

Recommendation 2: That in conjunction with Action 1.6, the P&OS Department advocate for associated climate 

change preparedness alterations in our planning regulations, as above. 

Recommendation 3: Replace wording on p. 24 with suggested wording re London Plane trees. We believe the wording 

of the paragraph on p. 24 can be improved to better reflect the medical consequences of planting London Plane trees. 

It could read “The dependence on London Planes in the middle of Bendigo presents a risk.  In several decades from 

now, the trees, all roughly the same age, will likely senesce and require replacement at the same time. In addition, 

the fine hairs the trees release are renowned for triggering symptoms of allergic reaction i.e. cough and wheeze, 

especially in spring, and thus comprise a public health risk. For these reasons, there is merit in hastening the 

replacement of London Plane trees throughout Bendigo, and introducing a greater diversity of plantings. 

Recommendation 4: That dot point 4 in 2.5 read “Number of kilometres of retained indigenous trees and new 

indigenous/native plantings along walking and cycling trails.” 

Recommendation 5: That the Box Ironbark ecosystem be given priority for nature strips plantings. 

Recommendation 6: Prioritise the planting of plants from the Box Ironbark forests and the Whipstick. 

Recommendation 7: 5.1, 5.2 are excellent Actions, but they MUST be given a HIGH priority.   

5.3.iv  is an excellent initiative, and long overdue, and could be strengthened by re-writing thus: 

“Tie incentives for community groups to preserve and enhance local bushland to biodiversity increase, use of plants 

from the Box Ironbark eco-system, and proper maintenance of existing indigenous and native vegetation.” 

We welcome the employment of 3 staff members to take the actions proposed in the Strategy.  All should be 

employed at 1FTE with a High priority. 

GGB Response 

• Recommendation 1:  Explanation of the importance of biodiversity is lacking in the draft. Final document will 

address this.  

• Recommendation 2: Action 1.6. does aim to address climate preparedness in the planning scheme.  

• Recommendation 3: Wording has been altered slightly in line with the feedback although we have not 

suggested that Plane Trees are a public health risk.  
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• Recommendation 4: No change to document. The aim of planting along walking and cycling trails is to 

provide shade and shelter to support active travel. Whilst many trails may be planted out with local species 

this is not imperative for meeting this target.  

• Recommendation 5 and 6: The strategy supports the planting of understory plants where appropriate and it 
is an action (3.3) to prioritise nature strips for nature. As such it is an action to review Council’s nature strip 
policy to strike the right balance between road safety, service utilities, car parking, other stakeholders’ 
desires for edible verges, other aesthetic preferences and environmental concerns when it comes to nature 
strip treatments. There will be a city-wide mix of native and exotic tree species as informed by the Public 
Space Plan. This was a non-negotiable from the beginning of the project. There are many exotic trees that 
are suitable for Bendigo’s current and future climate and for planting in an urban context. There will be 
instances where we can prioritise box-ironbark ecosystem plantings and other situations in which this type 
of treatment might be totally unsuitable. The intent is to strike the right balance between native and exotic 
planting and the composition and character of the species for each locality across Bendigo (and townships) 
will be explored in the precinct plans.  

• Recommendation 7: Action 5.2 has been changed to ongoing as these are all actions that can easily be 

incorporated into general operations. Action 5.1 hasn’t changed as this action is also an action of the Public 

Space Plan to be done within 10 years. Following a discussion with RSD who are the lead unit, this requires 

substantial resourcing to undertake and is unlikely to be achievable within 24 months. 5.3 has also remains 

unchanged. Comments for recommendation 2 are applicable here. 

Sustainable Environment Advisory Committee 
A summary of the discussion from the February 4 SEAC Committee Meeting is below. In general the committee are 

very supportive of the draft strategy.   

• It was noted that a stronger emphasis had been placed on biodiversity outcomes. 

• Currently underplays the important role urban areas have as refugia for wildlife (particularly relevant given 

the current bushfire impact). 

• Very supportive of the priority given to community education and engagement. The idea of using the Grey-

headed Flying Foxes or our native micro bats as a tool to engage was discussed. 

• Could explore private land incentives as part of the final version. 

• Could better highlight/explore the role statutory planning has in achieving the strategy outcomes. 

• Bendigo Youth Council are particularly concerned about supporting renters in various ways. Could the 

strategy include actions that encourage landlords to plant more trees or support renters who want to grow 

their own food? 

• Consider promoting the economic benefits associated with implementing the plan. For example, improved 

stormwater management, potential reduced insurance costs, shade for carparking and opportunities for 

cultural practice. 

• Discussion around the targets - suggested that they should be ambitious. Noted that the development of 

precinct plans will also set specific locality targets. 

• Three priority actions were discussed – there was discussion about the need for greater focus on elevating 

biodiversity actions into the top three. 

• There was good support for implementing water sensitive urban design solutions for tree watering – would 

make a good case study.  

• The importance of ensuring new tree stock in of high quality should not be understated.  

• Noted, there are several typos in the current version.   

• The development of precinct plans will include other landscaping treatments, including establishment of 

understory.       

GGB Response 

• An additional discussion on the importance of urban vegetation for biodiversity and habitat will be included 

in the final version.  
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• There is already action (5.3) that explores incentives for enhancing plantings in the private realm.  

• A number of actions have been drafted in collaboration with planning and they will be heavily involved in 

those actions where changes to the planning scheme are proposed.  

• An additional action has been included (Action 5.3.vii) that will investigate incentives to support renters and 

landlords to undertake greening initiatives in tenanted properties.  

• Although the there is no priority action that explicitly addresses biodiversity, enhancing biodiversity in urban 

areas will be an objective of each of the Greening Greater Bendigo Precinct Plans. The development of 

precinct plans is a priority action.   

Coliban Water 
 

Reference Response 

Constraints for 
the urban forest 

• A challenge not mentioned in this section is the changing climate resulting in decreased 
rainfall, and increased temperatures.  If artificial irrigation is required to maintain healthy 
trees, to maximise shade and evapo-transpiration, this places an extra demand on water 
supplies which are becoming constrained due to decreased catchment runoff, and other 
increasing demands such as urban growth. 

• The location of sewers and stormwater drains are constrained due the design preference for 
gravity. 

1.2 ii. Assume maintenance includes watering. 

1.4 i. Coliban Water would like to be involved in the review of the policy, and have a joint MoU, as 
previously discussed. 

1.4 iii. Could add: ‘Share tree data with relevant stakeholders’, as has recently occurred with Coliban 
Water 

1.5 i. Coliban Water would like council to consult with us on selecting appropriate tree species to be 
planted near our underground assets to avoid invasive root systems.  Coliban Water is currently 
investigating whether it can show any correlation between certain species of trees with root 
intrusiveness. 

1.5 iv. and v. It would be good if this item was expanded to include the need to find fit-for-purpose water for 
irrigation and how this can be achieved during drought.  Does council currently irrigate with 
potable water, or recycled water? 

1.6 ‘promote 
WSUD’ 

Why can’t WSUD become a requirement rather than just promoting it (to potentially address issue 
raised in 1.5 iv and v).  WSUD could also be applied to council’s sites. 

2.1 ii, iv See 2.5 ii below.  Coliban Water also has potential opportunities to contribute to the urban forest 
on its own land. 

2.1 viii Coliban Water would like input into the Nature Strip policy review. 

2.2 iv.  Coliban Water is currently reviewing its ‘Smart Gardens for a Dry Climate’ (SGDC) booklet in 
partnership with the City of Greater Bendigo, and the wider SGDC program. The SGDC program has 
helped Bendigo residents adapt their gardens, install infrastructure to harvest water and adopt 
water efficient practices to maintain gardens during dry periods. The booklet is being updated to 
include contributions from our traditional landowners, updated information and a whole region 
focus. 

2.5 ii. Should mention that Water Sensitive Bendigo and the Coliban Region Integrated Water 
Management Forum already exist to work on the water related aspects.  The Victorian 
government’s ‘Water for Victoria’, includes the following actions: ‘Green priority spaces for 
community health and wellbeing using stormwater and recycled water’, ‘Better design suburbs 
and new developments to support liveable communities’, ‘Water corporations will work with 
local government and other public open space managers to identify water sources 
to maintain community assets, such as sporting facilities, public gardens and street trees during 
drought to enhance community health, wellbeing and liveability’ and ‘Water corporations will 
work with local government and other public open space managers to identify water sources 
to maintain community assets, such as sporting facilities, public gardens and street trees during 
drought to enhance community health, wellbeing and liveability’. 
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3.2 vi Could add ‘lightly coloured’ porous surfaces to reduce urban heat. 

3.3 i. and ii. Coliban Water would like to be involved in these reviews to determine the best locations 
for all assets that need to be located within road reserves, including trees. 
iii. & iv. Our experience is that most developer consultants prescribe shared trenching where 
possible. 
In addition to the water mains and sewers, developers typically install conduits beneath roads to 
allow for property connections after the roads have been constructed to reduce later impacts to 
the road. These property connections become Coliban Water assets.  These conduits also protect 
the road should there ever be a future burst or required maintenance etc. These are typically 
located to the middle of a property given that driveway locations are not known until a house is 
built.  This is typically also where street trees get planted which is a concern.   

3.4  Refer to previous comments on the Water Act and a joint MoU 

4.1 iii Refer to comments on 1.5 i.  Could add … considering ‘infrastructure’ 

5.1 & 5.2 iv Please consult with Coliban Water as our land may assist in biolinks. 

Other Provide definitions for ‘green infrastructure’ and ‘significant landscapes’ 

  

GGB Response 

• Constraints of the urban forest. Reduced rainfall and run-off has been addressed elsewhere in the 

document. Locations of sewers and water infrastructure is noted.  

•  1.2 ii.   CoGB currently does not irrigate street trees. We intend to maximise stormwater run-off when it 

does rain to make better use of this resource. Future species selection will take into account future rainfall 

to ensure that the trees we plant can survive with very little intervention.  

• 1.4 i. Noted. 

• 1.4 iii. Access to the City’s tree data is already freely available online at https://bendigo.pozi.com/ 

• 1.5. i. CoGB does it’s best to locate and plant away from all utilities during planning and planting of projects. 

Tree roots are opportunistic and will proliferate where soil conditions are conducive to growth. If there is an 

existing water leak in the soil then tree roots will exploit it and this is not tree species dependent. Contrary 

to popular opinion, roots do not seek out pipes/water. CoGB welcomes further discussions with Coliban on 

this issue.  

• 1.5. iv and v. This action has been expanded to include dialogue with Coliban Water regarding irrigation in 

times of drought and water shortages.  

• 1.6. The wording of this action has been changed from ‘promote’ WSUD to ‘require WSUD treatments as 

standard practice’.  

• 2.1 ii and iv. Noted. 

• 2.1. iii. Noted.  

• 2.5 ii. Noted. 

• 3.2. vi. Change has been made to action to include light coloured surface treatments.  

• 3.3. Noted.  

• CoGB will respond in writing to Coliban Water’s request for an MOU.  

• 4.1. iii. Wording of action expanded to include constraints.  

• 5.1 and 5.2 iv. Noted.  

• Other. Definitions are provided at the end of the strategy document.  

 

  

https://bendigo.pozi.com/
https://bendigo.pozi.com/
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Private Submission  

Vyonne McLelland-Howe 
Emailed April 19 

Good afternoon Tania (Sunday) 

Thank you again for giving me extra time to read and absorb the Greening Greater Bendigo draft plan. 

 I found it to be a comforting document with many issues included that I have been concerned about for a 

long time.  The 5 strategies are impressive and I was pleased to note that the strategy to 'Maintain 

liveability in a changing climate' was the first.  As I am sure you will agree, climate change must be the 

priority in any planning policies that are developed.  I believe the document has discussed the issues that we 

will face as a result of climate change and my hope is that the policies that are developed as a result of this 

draft document will ensure climate change is the priority.   

I have spent the majority of my sixty-five years in Bendigo apart from 10 years in Far North Queensland and 

have sadly watched the destruction of our tree cover over that time, mainly due to the devastating 

degradation and moonscaping of our city by developers.  I believe this is due to inefficient planning policies 

that fail to protect our tree cover. 

One of my concerns is, from my understanding of the document, that the amount of trees that are removed 

does, not include those trees removed by developers nor does it account for those trees that are planted but 

do not survive.  Therefore there are a lot more trees that are destroyed than is shown.  Another concern of 

mine is that when developers remove trees they replant, however they usually plant a much younger 

tree.  My preferred solution would be to not allow the developers to completely remove trees.  On personal 

experience, in 1994, I built a house in urban Flora Hill and refused to allow the builder to remove all the 

trees.  The builder happily built my home and left the majority of my very mature ironbarks with beautiful 

results, namely immediate shade for my new home.  This is possible to do. 

A possible solution in relation to the replacement of trees by developers, is 'weight for weight', namely 

whatever the old tree weighs, the developer should plant an equivalent weight of a similar species.  My 

other concern is that when the developers clear the land they also destroy the rhizomes and therefore 

newly planted trees have difficulty surviving, this should be a consideration in any new planning policies. 

While reading the 2020-2070 draft, I noticed a typo on page 43 ... 'urban are' I presume should have been 

'urban area'. 

Great work Tania. 

Kind regards 

Vyonne McLelland-Howe 
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8. Changes to document following public display feedback 
 

1. Section on urban trees and bushfire has been be expanded slightly as there is a need for council in 
communicating and dispelling uninformed beliefs about trees' role in bushfires.   

2. The priority of Action 1.5 has been changed from medium to ongoing.   
3. Action 5.2 has been changed to ongoing as these are all actions that can easily be incorporated into general 

Council operations. 
4. An additional discussion on the importance of urban vegetation for biodiversity and habitat will be included 

in the final version.  
5. The importance of enhancing biodiversity in urban areas has been strengthened as an outcome of the 

precinct plans in Action 4.1. with and additional action to make it more explicit that enhancing biodiversity 
should be an objective of the precinct plans. (Action 4.1.vii.  Enhance biodiversity in urban areas and 
townships.)  

6. Wording in the strategy has been altered slightly in line with the feedback on Plane trees although we have 

stopped short at suggesting that Plane Trees are a public health risk.  

7. An additional action has been included (Action 5.3.vii) that will investigate incentives to support renters and 

landlords to undertaken greening initiatives in tenanted properties.  

8. Action 1.5. has been expanded to include dialogue with Coliban regarding supplementary irrigation in times 

of drought and water shortages.  

9. The wording of Action 1.6. has been changed from ‘promote’ WSUD to ‘require WSUD treatments as 

standard practice’ 

10. Wording of Action 3.2. vi has been changed to include porous ‘and lightly coloured’ surfaces.  

11. Wording of Action 4.1iii changed to include ‘constraints’ following Coliban Water’s feedback. 

9. Next Steps 
The final Greening Greater Bendigo strategy document and 10-year action plan will now be prepared to be endorsed 

at the June 2020 ordinary council meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

      



Appendix 1. Online survey results 
Date 
submitted 

Will the Strategy 
and 10-year 
action plan help 
us achieve our 
aspirations for a 
greener Greater 
Bendigo? 

Is there 
anything 
within the 
Strategy that 
is unclear or 
needs further 
explanation? 

Which areas 
need further 
explanation? 

Is there 
anything 
currently that is 
not in the 
Strategy that 
you believe 
should be 
addressed? 

What do you feel is 
missing from the 
Strategy? 

Do you have any other 
feedback you would like 
to provide? 

Name Suburb/Town 

20/02/2020 
22:28 

Yes No 
 

No 
  

Supplied Ascot 

24/02/2020 
10:54 

Yes No 
 

No 
    

24/02/2020 
10:55 

Yes Yes Specifically 
where trees 
are intended 
to be 
planted. 

Yes Following the bushfires 
in December through 
to February I heard a 
lot of people talking 
about tree clearing as 
though trees were the 
problem in creating 
fires. I think the 
Council needs to dispel 
uninformed beliefs 
about trees' role in 
bushfires. I have also 
been told commercial 
& industrial property 
owners did a lot of tree 
clearing before 
summer - that has to 
stop. 

I hope there will be lots of 
trees planted in the really 
ugly industrial areas & 
outlying residential 
suburbs of Bendigo like 
Epsom as such areas are 
devoid of vegetation & 
look like concrete & 
asphalt jungles. I also hope 
expansion of Bendigo 
ceases & there is much 
greater effort to utilise 
land for residential use 
within the current urban 
boundary. 

Supplied White Hills 

24/02/2020 
23:26 

Yes No 
 

No 
  

Supplied Sailors Gully 
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27/02/2020 
12:13 

Yes No 
 

No 
 

This is a fantastic strategy 
with excellent analysis 
behind it. With the 
weather getting hotter 
and drier rapidly, 
Bendigo's future liveability 
(and economic feasibility) 
is greatly dependent on 
getting many many more 
trees established to 
mitigate the heat. Well 
done COGB and Bendigo 
council on getting this far. 
Now it's time to plant a 
shit-ton of trees. The 
sooner the strategy is 
implemented the better.  

Supplied Quarry hill 

27/02/2020 
14:21 

Yes No 
 

Yes I think there should be 
a focus on more 
community kitchen 
garden, more kerb side 
trees  

I would like to see traffic in 
the centre of Bendigo 
slower which might create 
a more ""walk in"" active 
town centre discourage 
cars and make it healthier 
to be in.  

Supplied North 
Bendigo 

28/02/2020 
17:15 

Yes No 
 

No 
 

With the movement of 
hospital to the new site 
some years  ago the 
council developed an 
integrated greening 
proposal for linking not 
only linking the hospital 
precinct to the CBD but 
also increasing the nature 
scape of the residential 
areas around the hospital 
with increased planting 
and road closures with 
nature zones established 

Supplied Bendigo 
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where roads were closed 
to benefit residences. |To 
date none of this good 
work and community 
involvement has 
eventuated.|I live in Barkly 
St. In that plan this road 
was earmarked to become 
a cul de sac where there 
would be a substantial 
area established for 
'greening' to occur, with 
the added benefit for the 
community seeing a 
reduction in traffic flow, 
which has substantially 
increased since the 
hospital opened on its new 
site. |I would appreciate 
being contacted, informed 
and updated on how these 
plans are to be integrated 
Andhra the new greening 
strategy and when might 
the residents of barkly st 
see a traffic reduction 
occurring as a result of the 
road closure. |I look 
forward to hearing from 
you soon. Thanks 

2/03/2020 
16:57 

No No 
 

No 
    

5/03/2020 
7:12 

Yes No 
 

No 
 

I am very impressed - 
excellent work! 

Supplied Strathdale 
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15/03/2020 
13:53 

Yes No 
 

Yes Reinstating median 
strips and street trees 
in those median strips, 
to cut down the wide 
expanse of heat-
generating bitchumen.  
For example, 
Brougham St between 
Miller and Williamson 
used to have this.  
Then, about 8 years 
ago, it was ripped out.  
This should be 
reinstated.  It could 
form a very useful 
before and after case 
study, with 
comparisons between 
temperatures. 

To do this properly, the 
council will need to 
provide real resources.  
But the benefits will 
outweigh the costs in the 
long run, as the climate 
becomes hotter and drier. 

Supplied Bendigo 

 

         

 

 

 



 

 

Submission re Greening Greater Bendigo Action Plan 2020-2030 
 

BDEC commends the council for this initiative, and broadly supports the Principles and Action Plan laid 

out in the Draft.  We appreciate this opportunity to submit recommendations for improvement of the 

document and all suggestions offered are within the broad scope of our enthusiasm for this ambitious 

blueprint/proposal. 

 

BDEC endorses the Principles, and particularly applauds ‘Enhance biodiversity in urban areas.’  

However, we note that there should be an explanation that this means biodiversity of indigenous and 

native plants, animals, birds, reptiles, insects, fungi etc. because introduction of exotic trees, plants, 

weeds, insects and animals has been a major cause of biodiversity loss in Australia, second only to 

habitat loss, and, perhaps, now climate change. Retention of current established Indigenous and native 

trees is by far the most cost effective way to achieve this aim, but it is not sufficiently emphasised in this 

document. 

 

Recommendation 1:  That such an explanation be provided within the document.  

 

Strategy 1: Maintain liveability in a changing climate 

We fully support this Action.  We ask that the Parks and Open Space Department (P&OS) advocate to 

the appropriate Council departments to mandate developers to incorporate associated climate 

preparedness initiatives as well in new housing developments. Some of these could include:- 

• the banning of black rooves (these add 10% to cooling costs);  

• mandatory domestic water tanks;  

• mandatory double glazed windows;  

• the retention of existing indigenous vegetation within the open space requirements and in line 

with the proposed Significant Tree initiative;  

• planting of climate change efficient plants in house gardens and nature strips which also enhance 

the biodiversity of our Box Ironbark forest;  

• increasing the mandated public space requirement from 5% to 15% 

 

Recommendation 2: That in conjunction with Action 1.6, the P&OS Department advocate for associated 

climate change preparedness alterations in our planning regulations, as above. 

 

Re: Tree Diversity,  London Plane Trees (P 24 of GGB plan) 

For many years BDEC has recommended the removal of London Plane trees from the street scapes, or at 

the very least non-replacement.  We are pleased to see this latter acknowledged in the Plan.  We believe 

the wording of the paragraph on p. 24 can be improved to better reflect the medical consequences of 

planting London Plane trees. It could read “The dependence on London Planes in the middle of Bendigo 

presents a risk.  In several decades from now, the trees, all roughly the same age, will likely senesce and 

require replacement at the same time. In addition, the fine hairs the trees release are renowned for  
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(2) 

 

triggering symptoms of allergic reaction i.e. cough and wheeze, especially in spring, and thus comprise a 

public health risk. For these reasons, there is merit in hastening the replacement of London Plane trees 

throughout Bendigo, and introducing a greater diversity of plantings. 

 

Recommendation 3: 

Replace wording on p. 24 with suggested wording above. 

 

Strategy 2: Connect the community to nature 

We support these initiatives and have long advocated such measures. We believe they deserve a High 

priority rating.  Rewording of the final dot point in ‘Measures of Success’ should strengthen the 

biodiversity principle in this section 

 

Recommendation 4: 

That dot point 4 in 2.5 read “Number of kilometres of retained indigenous trees and new 

indigenous/native plantings along walking and cycling trails.” 

 

Strategy 3: Integrate green and grey infrastructure 

Action 3.3 Prioritise nature strips for nature 

A great opportunity here to emphasise the importance of Indigenous and native plantings to bring back 

habitat and food sources, and provide some refuge for species in a warming environment.   

 

Recommendation 5: 

That the Box Ironbark ecosystem be given priority for nature strips plantings. 

 

Strategy 4: Celebrate the identity and enhance the aesthetic of Greater Bendigo’s urban areas and 

townships 

 

These are laudable aims, and we support them, but reiterate that the identity and aesthetic of this city is 

intimately tied to the Box Ironbark forests that surround it.  We particularly endorse Measures of 

Success dot point 3 – Partner with Dja Dja Wurrung to implement Greening Greater Bendigo and 

Dhelkunya Dja – Dja Dja Wurrung.  The Dja Dja Wurrung lived here in these forests for thousands and 

thousands of years, and their culture is intimately connected to and created through them.  The European 

settlers too planted Ironbark trees throughout the city.  A suburb was named after them (Ironbark) and a 

famous poem immortalized them.  Those yearning for Europe and unable to appreciate the beauty and 

strength of the Australian bush landscape decided to plant exotic trees to remind them of home, and suit 

their colonial tastes.   

 

We are not advocating the removal of established exotic trees.  We are advocating the use of Indigenous 

and native trees selected for the warming climate in Bendigo, and suitable to the areas being planted.  

This would satisfy the biodiversity principle and the identity and enhance the aesthetic of the Greater 

Bendigo’s urban areas and townships.   
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Recommendation 6: Prioritise the planting of plants from the Box Ironbark forests and the Whipstick. 

 

Strategy 5: Enhance biodiversity in urban areas and townships 

BDEC thoroughly endorses these actions, but suggests that they must be given a High Priority, not 

Medium.  Australia is in the midst of an extinction crisis.  We see developers de-greening Bendigo every 

day (see attached photos of a typical development), and degrading the existing remnant vegetation by 

insufficient buffers between it and the new suburbs.  Biodiversity considerations have clearly not been 

important in many a new development.  This document must change this through education, review of 

plans and use of local government instruments to insist that biodiversity is a vital part of any healthy 

environment. In order to enhance biodiversity in urban areas we must prioritise protection and proper 

maintenance of existing indigenous and native trees, and understory. 

 

Recommendation 7: 

5.1, 5.2 are excellent Actions, but they MUST be given a HIGH priority.   

5.3.iv  is an excellent initiative, and long overdue, and could be strengthened by re-writing thus: 

“Tie incentives for community groups to preserve and enhance local bushland to biodiversity increase, 

use of plants from the Box Ironbark eco-system, and proper maintenance of existing indigenous and 

native vegetation.” 

 

We welcome the employment of 3 staff members to take the actions proposed in the Strategy.  All 

should be employed at 1FTE with a High priority. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Dr. Jenny Shield, Convenor, BDEC 

Wendy Radford, Secretary, BDEC 

Dr. John Bardsley, member BDEC 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our ref: 121/1 
 

Contact:    Jenny Stewart, 5434 1295 
 

Your ref:  
 

 
 
27 March 2020 
 
 
Public Space Design 
City of Greater Bendigo 
PO Box 733 
BENDIGO VIC 3552 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Greening Greater Bendigo 
 
Coliban Water congratulates and supports the City of Greater Bendigo on preparing a 
50-year vision and 10-year action plan for a greener Greater Bendigo.  Coliban Water’s 
vision is ‘Water to Live, Grow and Enjoy’ and one of our Strategy 2030’s four Strategic 
Directions is ’Green and Active Communities’ where water underpins liveability.   
 
Coliban Water recognizes that water is fundamental to creating greener, cooler and 
more attractive urban spaces to support community liveability and wellbeing.  Water 
restrictions and periods of extreme heat place stress on many gardens and green assets 
in public spaces.  We therefore need to work with communities and land managers such 
as the City of Greater Bendigo to ensure our urban landscapes are green and water 
sensitive and that our communities have access to water for relaxation, play and 
adventure.  Our partnerships in Water Sensitive Bendigo, the broader Coliban Region 
Integrated Water Management Forum and other specific projects such as Reimagining 
Bendigo Creek are great initiatives to support this vision. 
 
Greening Greater Bendigo has a strong focus on increasing the urban tree canopy to 
reduce the impact of urban heat and therefore provide great benefits to our community.  
Whilst Coliban Water supports the provision of trees as a key initiative to provide urban 
cooling, tree roots unfortunately cause significant ongoing issues with our underground 
assets, especially our sewers.   
 
Tree roots can grow into sewer pipes, catching oils, fats and other foreign objects 
flushed down the toilet (like wet wipes, paper towels and hygiene products).  This 
combined with the growing root mass reduces the flow of sewage and causes costly 
blockages.  Coliban Water spends around $900,000 per year clearing tree roots from our 
sewer networks to try and prevent sewer blockages which cause spills to the 
environment, and a further $320,000 per annum to clear blockages. A small crack in a 
pipe, often where pipes are joined together, is all it takes for tree roots to penetrate. Over 
time the tree roots either cause further damage to the pipe, or it becomes too costly to 
continue removing the roots, leading to premature repairs or replacement of the sewer.   
Coliban Water therefore wants to work with the City of Greater Bendigo to minimise the 
impact tree roots can have on our assets. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Coliban Water has been in discussion with the City of Greater Bendigo regarding 
concerns around certain aspects of council’s Urban Tree Management Policy (policy) 
and reconfirms its desire to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 
council on underground assets and trees.  For your information, Coliban Water sought 
legal advice mid last year on its legal rights and obligations in relation to street trees.  In 
summary, the policy cannot amend, alter, add to, or prohibit the future exercise of 
statutory powers directly given to Coliban Water by the Water Act 1989 (Vic) (Water Act) 
(or other legislation or regulations).  Therefore, the rights and powers given to Coliban 
Water in the Water Act in relation to tree management (refer to section 149) prevail over 
the policy.  We are happy to go into further details of our legal advice with council as part 
of the MoU preparation. 
 
Coliban Water would also be very keen to work with the City of Greater Bendigo to 
review its Infrastructure Design Manual to see how essential services and trees can be 
provided for into the future. 
 
Please find enclosed specific responses to the Greening Greater Bendigo document.  
We look forward to collaborating with you to improve the liveability of our community. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 

 

 
 
 
Jenny Stewart 
Manager Strategic Opportunities and Initiatives 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Reference Response 
Constraints for 
the urban 
forest 

• A challenge not mentioned in this section is the changing climate resulting in 
decreased rainfall, and increased temperatures.  If artificial irrigation is required 
to maintain healthy trees, to maximise shade and evapo-transpiration, this places 
an extra demand on water supplies which are becoming constrained due to 
decreased catchment runoff, and other increasing demands such as urban 
growth. 

• The location of sewers and stormwater drains are constrained due the design 
preference for gravity. 

1.2 ii. Assume maintenance includes watering. 
1.4 i. Coliban Water would like to be involved in the review of the policy, and have a joint 

MoU, as previously discussed. 
1.4 iii. Could add: ‘Share tree data with relevant stakeholders’, as has recently occurred with 

Coliban Water 
1.5 i. Coliban Water would like council to consult with us on selecting appropriate tree 

species to be planted near our underground assets to avoid invasive root systems.  
Coliban Water is currently investigating whether it can show any correlation between 
certain species of trees with root intrusiveness. 

1.5 iv. and v. It would be good if this item was expanded to include the need to find fit-for-purpose 
water for irrigation and how this can be achieved during drought.  Does council 
currently irrigate with potable water, or recycled water? 

1.6 ‘promote 
WSUD’ 

Why can’t WSUD become a requirement rather than just promoting it (to potentially 
address issue raised in 1.5 iv and v).  WSUD could also be applied to council’s sites. 

2.1 ii, iv See 2.5 ii below.  Coliban Water also has potential opportunities to contribute to the 
urban forest on its own land. 

2.1 viii Coliban Water would like input into the Nature Strip policy review. 
2.2 iv.  Coliban Water is currently reviewing its ‘Smart Gardens for a Dry Climate’ (SGDC) 

booklet in partnership with the City of Greater Bendigo, and the wider SGDC 
program. The SGDC program has helped Bendigo residents adapt their gardens, 
install infrastructure to harvest water and adopt water efficient practices to maintain 
gardens during dry periods. The booklet is being updated to include contributions 
from our traditional landowners, updated information and a whole region focus. 

2.5 ii. Should mention that Water Sensitive Bendigo and the Coliban Region Integrated 
Water Management Forum already exist to work on the water related aspects.  The 
Victorian government’s ‘Water for Victoria’, includes the following actions: ‘Green 
priority spaces for community health and wellbeing using stormwater and recycled 
water’, ‘Better design suburbs and new developments to support liveable 
communities’, ‘Water corporations will work with local government and other public 
open space managers to identify water sources to maintain community assets, such 
as sporting facilities, public gardens and street trees during drought to enhance 
community health, wellbeing and liveability’ and ‘Water corporations will work with 
local government and other public open space managers to identify water sources 
to maintain community assets, such as sporting facilities, public gardens and street 
trees during drought to enhance community health, wellbeing and liveability’. 

3.2 vi Could add ‘lightly coloured’ porous surfaces to reduce urban heat. 
3.3 i. and ii. Coliban Water would like to be involved in these reviews to determine the 

best locations for all assets that need to be located within road reserves, including 
trees. 
iii. & iv. Our experience is that most developer consultants prescribe shared trenching 
where possible. 
In addition to the water mains and sewers, developers typically install conduits 
beneath roads to allow for property connections after the roads have been 
constructed to reduce later impacts to the road. These property connections become 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Coliban Water assets.  These conduits also protect the road should there ever be a 
future burst or required maintenance etc. These are typically located to the middle of 
a property given that driveway locations are not known until a house is built.  This is 
typically also where street trees get planted which is a concern.   

3.4  Refer to previous comments on the Water Act and a joint MoU 
4.1 iii Refer to comments on 1.5 i.  Could add … considering ‘infrastructure’ 
5.1 & 5.2 iv Please consult with Coliban Water as our land may assist in biolinks. 
Other Provide definitions for ‘green infrastructure’ and ‘significant landscapes’ 

 



Greening Greater Bendigo Strategy Submission 
Friends of Crusoe Reservoir & No. 7 Park -  March 2020 

We welcome the opportunity to comment on the draft Greening Greater 
Bendigo (GGB) Strategy with its 50-year vision and 10-year action plan, 
and its goal to reverse the tree loss that is happening in the Greater 
Bendigo Municipality.  

We welcome and support the targets of GGB:  
• to increase tree cover from 16% to 25% in urban areas and 

townships by 2030, and 35% in 3050;  
• to improve the health of Bendigo’s urban forest;  
• for the community to have a greater understanding of the 

importance of the urban forest and engage in its stewardship; 
• its development of the city’s first urban forest plan; and  
• its five Strategies and the vast majority of proposed Actions. 
 

We note the three consistent community wishes arising from the 
previous public consultation in 2018:  
• more trees for shade and cooling; 
•  to enhance greening to enhance the aesthetic and character of local 

areas; and  
• to enhance habitat and biodiversity in urban areas.  
 

We wish to comment on some specific items and make some 
recommendations as follows.  

 
Strategy 1 
Maintain liveability in a changing climate 

It is our view that Action 1.5, ‘Improve the health, longevity and climate 
preparedness of Bendigo’s future tree population’ needs to be 
undertaken sooner rather than later. Climate change has already arrived, 
as we saw from the dryness that preceded the catastrophic wildfires of 
the nation in December and January.  

 
Recommendation 1 
Upgrade the priority of Action 1.5 from a medium timeframe (3-5 years) 
to a high priority (1-2 years). 
  



Strategy 2 
Connect the community to nature 
To achieve greater community stewardship of our green spaces and 
trees, it is our view all Actions within this Strategy need to be given 
high priority, to occur concurrently with Strategy 1, otherwise the 
GGB Plan will be seen as a top-down initiative.  
Much community education also needs to be undertaken following the 
spring and summer wildfires, that the shrubs and trees in our Box 
Ironbark forests have low fire risks, and that planting this vegetation 
along streetscapes, creek sides and in urban parks, does not increase 
wildfire risk. Relevant publications from DELWP and other sources 
could be of assistance here, for example, the pamphlet, ‘Riparian Land 
and Bushfire’, DELWP & CFA, 2016. 
 

Recommendation 2  
That all Actions of Strategy 2 be upgraded to high priority.  

 
Strategy 3 
Integrate green and grey infrastructure 
 
Action 3.3 Prioritise nature strips for nature 

Recommendation 3  
That suitable planting of provenance shrubs, flowers and grasses from 
the Box Ironbark eco-system and Bendigo’s Mallee flora, be given 
priority for nature strips, as plants appropriate for the predicted hotter, 
drier climate expected. 
This will help reduce the urban heat bank, use water resources wisely, 
promote healthy soils, plus enhance the biodiversity of our local eco-
system, providing food and habitat for declining fauna species.  
Advice for appropriate plant species could be sought from our two 
expert local native plant nurseries, the local biodiversity experts at 
DELWP, local apiarists and the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club Inc.  
To increase the shrub layer in these plantings also supports the Urban 
Forest concept, which includes all trees and other vegetation, soils and 
water.  
 

Action 3.4, (iii) ‘Provide education and guidance for builders and 
developers to retain and protect existing trees in new 
developments.’  



Recommendation 4 
That Action 3.4 (iii) read: ‘Provide education and mandate through local 
planning regulations, for builders and developers to retain and protect 
existing trees in new developments.’ 
 

Strategy 4:   
Celebrate the identity and enhance the aesthetic of Greater 
Bendigo’s urban areas and townships 
Action 4.1 (ii) Apply the concept of a city-wide mix of European and 
native tree plantings and maintain a balance of indigenous, native 
and exotic tress.  
We refer again to those three consistent community wishes arising 
from the previous public consultation, and in particular the latter - ‘to 
enhance habitat and biodiversity in urban areas’.  
In our view, it is not consistent with these community views to give 
any funding or agency support to prioritising any Northern 
Hemisphere plantings in the urban areas, nor on private property, 
especially not in our water-parched climate-challenged times.  
We suggest that when senescence occurs in exotic trees, these be 
replaced with suitable trees from the Box Ironbark eco-system, or 
other appropriate native plantings.  
We also note an absence in our street and CBD urban plantings of any 
vegetation which acknowledges Bendigo’s Traditional Owners and 
local Indigenous food and fibre plants.  
In our view it would both be an opportunity and desirable for this 
absence to be addressed within the Greening Greater Bendigo plan. 
(See Action 4.3 below) 
 

Recommendation 5  
That the mix of plantings for our streetscapes and urban areas prioritise 
provenance vegetation of the Box Ironbark eco-system, Traditional 
Owner food and fibre plants, and wider native plants for climate change 
preparedness.  
Action 4.2 Protect significant indigenous and non-indigenous 
vegetation on private land in urban areas and townships of Greater 
Bendigo. 
 
Recommendation 6  
That Action A2 read: ‘Protect significant indigenous vegetation on 
private land in urban areas and townships of Greater Bendigo’.  



Action 4.3 Celebrate the natural, Indigenous and European heritage 
of Greater Bendigo’s public spaces in urban areas and townships.  
We fully support (i) and (ii) within this Action, regarding the liaison 
with the Dja Dja Wurrung to implement Greening Greater Bendigo, 
plus raising the profile of Bendigo as a ‘City in the Forest’. The 
wording of Action 4.3 seems inconsistent with both of these admirable 
elements. Furthermore, Bendigo’s British and European heritage is 
fully visible in the urban areas and townships though its architecture, 
suburb and street names.  

Recommendation 7  
Alter Action 4.3 to read: ‘Celebrate both the natural and Indigenous 
heritage of Greater Bendigo’s public spaces through plantings in urban 
areas and townships.’ 

Strategy 5  
Enhance biodiversity in urban areas – Raise the importance of the 
role biodiversity plays in maintaining urban systems resilient to the 
shocks and stresses associated with climate change and protect and 
increase biodiversity in urban areas. 
The biodiversity function of the Urban Forest cannot be separated 
from its capacity to provide shade and lower the temperature; they 
are of equal significance for climate change preparedness, as was the 
feedback in the earlier public consultation. It’s our view that all 
sections of Strategy 5 need to be given a higher order priority. 
 

Recommendation 8:  
That 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3 be elevated from medium to high priority.  
Regarding GGB Staffing proposals: 

• 1 FTE - Tree Establishment Officer (High priority) Action 1.4 
• Organisational capacity for staffing of greater environmental 

education and outreach (Medium priority) Action 2.1 
• 1 FTE - Planning and Protection Arborist (High Priority) Action 3.4 
We welcome the proposal for the Council to employ three specialist 

staffers to assist and ensure the implementation of GGB. 
Recommendation 9 
That the position of Environmental Education and Outreach Officer also 
be 1FTE with a High priority. 
Thank you for the opportunity for input into GGB. 
Yours sincerely, 

Gill Rosier        President      Friends of Crusoe Reservoir & No. 7 Park 


