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City of Greater Bendigo
Budget 2020/2021

Budget 2020/2021 – 
supporting our community  
to recover and thrive

The COVID-19 pandemic has caused significant disruption  
to the Greater Bendigo economy and put financial strain on 
many households and businesses. 

The City has included support in the 2020/2021 Budget which 
totals $7.8M, including $4.8M from the State Government for  
115 currently unemployed community members.
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Other budget details

Capital Works

Separate to this $7.8M, the budget contains $48M in the 
City’s capital works program to build and maintain essential 
infrastructure.

These include a new pavilion at Kennington Recreation Reserve 
(Harry Trott Oval), stage 2 of the Bendigo Town Hall renewal, 
further work on the Bendigo Botanic Gardens central hub and 
the implementation of Stage 1 of the Wolstencroft Reserve 
Masterplan.

Other projects include the construction of cricket nets at White 
Hills, a new shelter and soccer pitch renewal at Epsom Huntly 
Rec Reserve, renewal of tennis courts at Eaglehawk and stage 1 
of renewal at Tom Flood oval.

Rural areas will also benefit, with projects such as the renewal 
of the Grevillea Road play space in Huntly and the detailed 
design of the Heathcote Civil Precinct to receive funding. Council 
building projects are important in supporting the local economy 
as they provide jobs to various local contractors. 

Constructing new and renewing existing civil infrastructure is 
another key Council responsibility and the 2020/2021 proposed 
Budget will see $11.4M spent on roads; $0.51M on bridges and 
$1.5M for drainage works across the municipality. Council will 
also invest $3.5M in footpaths and shared paths. 

Operating expenditure 

The Budget also includes $200M in operating expenditure, 
continuing to fund important services for our community. The 
operating Budget will continue to fund early years services, waste 
collection, street cleaning, maintenance of our fantastic parks, 
gardens and recreation facilities, environmental health, statutory 
planning, road maintenance, tourism and visitor services, 
Bendigo Art Gallery, The Capital and Ulumbarra theatres and 
much more. While some of these services have ceased or been 
restricted during the COVID-19 pandemic, the City has continued 
to provide essential services throughout the pandemic and 
current Federal and State Government restrictions in place. 

New items included in the operating budget include the 
expansion of the organics collection service into rural towns 
and accelerating our tree planting program under the Greening 
Greater Bendigo strategy. It will also include funding for 
progressing the Greater Bendigo Industrial Land Development 
Strategy.

Other details:

• The 2020/2021 Budget does include a rate rise of two per cent, 
which is in line with the State Government Rate cap.

• Number of rateable properties in 2021 = 59,599 (2020 = 58,689)

• Total Plant, Equipment and Infrastructure Council manages: 
$1.72B (largest component = civil infrastructure approximately 
$933M)

• Many other fees, including parking and facility fees will remain 
the same as last year

• Those experiencing financial hardship can apply to have  
their rates, fees or charges deferred or enter a longer-term 
payment plan

Community
• Deferral on rates payments to June 30, 2021 for 

residents experiencing hardship

• A freeze on fees and charges on a variety of 
facilities and services

• Providing jobs for 115 community members that 
are currently unemployed through a partnership 
with Working for Victoria

• Staffing and financial assistance for Bendigo 
Foodshare

• Support for the roll-out of Building Social 
Connections and Wellbeing initiative with DHHS

• Commercial rent charges halved for tenants 
experiencing financial hardship through to 
December 31, 2020

• $160,000 for 21 community groups who are 
providing essential relief and recovery services 
has already been provided through theCOVID-19 
Community Group Essentials Grants 

• Continued development of the Help Your 
Neighbour campaign

Business
• Deferral on rates payments to June 30, 2021 

for businesses experiencing hardship, without 
incurring interest or late payment penalties.

• A “Love your Local” campaign to increase local 
and regional spend and assist with financial 
recovery

• A full waiver of various fees under the Local Law 
such as A-frame, outdoor dining and goods for 
display permit fees for impacted businesses

• 50% reduction of food, health and 
accommodation registration fees for the 2021 
calendar year for impacted businesses

• Free business development webinars, in 
partnership with Be.Bendigo

• An increase in funding to attract a range of sport 
and leisure, food and wine, arts and culture and 
business events

• Support for City of Gastronomy initiatives 
such as the development of regional trails and 
precincts that promote local food, wine and 
other beverages

• Support to attract new exhibitions to Bendigo 
Art Gallery over the next financial year

Advocacy
• Advocate to State and Federal Governments for 

stimulus funding for local infrastructure projects 
and support for residents and businesses

• Partner with State and Federal Governments to 
identify ways for our community to access new 
and existing funding programs

• Continue to provide coordination and assistance 
for regional relief and recovery efforts


