
BENDIGO
EVENT INCENTIVE  
ACTIVITIES

Bendigo is a thriving regional 
city with an established 
reputation as a hub for arts 
and culture, major events 
and a beautiful blend of a 
gold rush heritage with a 
contemporary lifestyle. 

As a UNESCO Creative City of Gastronomy, the region 
is recognised for its diverse award winning food and 
wine and a commitment to sustainable and creative 
produce. Home to enviable experiences and attractions, 
Bendigo is your unique event incentive destination.

Bendigo boasts unique venues and experiences to meet 
your incentive needs to motivate, reward and inspire.



GOLDEN ARTS TRAIL
INCLUSIONS
• Bendigo Pottery Wheel Throwing Class 
• Underground Mine Adventure Tour 
• Lunch at the Mine

City of Greater Bendigo – price upon application

GOLD AND FOOD FOSSICKING
INCLUSIONS
• Bendigo Food Fossicking Tour  
• Gold Mine Experience Tour

City of Greater Bendigo – price upon application

BENDIGO GOLDEN ATTRACTIONS
INCLUSIONS
• Bendigo Vintage Tram Tour 
• Underground Gold Mine Adventure Tour 
• Lunch at the Mine 
• Joss House Temple

City of Greater Bendigo – price upon application

SUGGESTED INCENTIVE PACKAGES – 1 DAY IN BENDIGO

Learn the history of the gold rush above and  
below Bendigo and search for your own fortune!

Morning

10am – Brunch in Chancery Lane: Experience Bendigo’s vibrant artistic laneway 
and meet the locals. The laneway is known for coffee, street art, music, local wine, 
craft beer, fashion and food.

11am – Underground Gold Adventure Tour: Come and see where gold comes 
from and how it is found at a real gold mine from mid-1900s at Central Deborah 
Gold Mine. Try this 2.5 hour mine experience tour where you gear up in overalls, 
boots, miner’s hat and lamp to descend 61 metres underground. Climb ladders, 
work a mine drill and search for gold with finder’s keepers!

Lunch in a miners’ lunch room: For lunch, this tour includes a traditional  
Cornish Pastie served underground in a miners’ lunch room!

Afternoon

1.30pm – Depart Central Deborah Gold Mine to visit Australia’s oldest working 
pottery, Bendigo Pottery – allow a 15 minute drive.

1.45pm – Meet local artists at Bendigo Pottery: Meet artists in their studios 
and galleries to experience the resurgence of artisans in the region. See paintings, 
handcrafted jewellery, clothing, ceramics and much more.

2.30pm – Wheel Throwing Class: Create your own clay masterpiece with guidance  
from an expert potter in a half hour class.

Depart at 3.15pm for View Street

3.30pm – Explore Central Bendigo: Explore the centre of Bendigo. Discover 
View Street Art Precinct, known for its shopping, cafés, restaurants, artisans and 
Australia’s largest regional gallery, Bendigo Art Gallery. Climb the look-out tower, 
once a mining poppet head, at Rosalind Park for the stunning view over the city. 
Visit the Sacred Heart Cathedral, a gothic cathedral designed 1887 or the Historic 
Post Office, now home to the Bendigo Visitor Centre.

Morning

9am – Explore Central Bendigo: Explore the centre of Bendigo. Discover 
View Street Art Precinct, known for its shopping, cafés, restaurants, artisans and 
Australia’s largest regional gallery, Bendigo Art Gallery. Climb the look-out tower, 
once a mining poppet head, at Rosalind Park for the stunning view over the city. 
Visit the Sacred Heart Cathedral, a gothic cathedral designed 1887 or the Historic 
Post Office, now home to the Bendigo Visitor Centre.

11am – Underground Gold Adventure Tour: Come and see where gold comes 
from and how it is found at a real gold mine from mid-1900s at Central Deborah 
Gold Mine. Try the mine experience tour where you gear up in overalls, boots, 
miner’s hat and lamp to descend 61 metres underground. Climb ladders,  
work a mine drill and search for gold with finder’s keepers!

Lunch in a miners’ lunch room: For lunch, this tour includes a traditional Cornish 
Pastie served underground in a miners’ lunch room!

Afternoon

2pm – Bendigo Talking Tram Tour: Departs from Central Deborah Gold Mine.

Vintage ‘Talking’ Tram Tour: Allow 1 hour: Sit back and relax on a beautifully 
refurbished tram and hear entertaining stories about the city founded on one of 
the world’s richest goldfields and learn about key historic landmarks en-route. You 
can hop-on and off to visit other attractions along the route such as the Depot & 
Workshop, and Bendigo Joss House Temple.

On the Journey visit:

Depot & Workshop: Allow 45 minutes: Hear the colourful story of how Bendigo 
Tramways has survived to the present day and see first-hand the craftsmanship and 
techniques that are involved in restoring each tram to its former glory. Look out for 
Birney, the tramway cat who is a local resident.

Bendigo Joss House Temple: Allow 30 minutes: The heritage-listed Bendigo Joss 
House Temple was constructed in the 1860s and is now one of the few remaining 
original buildings of its type in Australia.

BENDIGO GOLDEN ATTRACTIONSGOLDEN ARTS TRAIL

Search for gold underground and  
experience Bendigo’s vibrant arts scene.

Morning

9am – Explore Central Bendigo: Explore the centre of Bendigo. Discover View 
Street Art Precinct, known for its shopping, cafés, restaurants, artisans and Australia’s 
largest regional gallery, Bendigo Art Gallery. Climb the look-out tower, once a 
mining poppet head, at Rosalind Park for the stunning view over the city. Visit the 
Sacred Heart Cathedral, a gothic cathedral designed 1887 or the Historic Post 
Office, now home to the Bendigo Visitor Centre.

9.45am – Food Fossicking Walking Tour: Discover the UNESCO City of 
Gastronomy on this walking tour around Bendigo’s CBD. Meet the passionate 
producers and owners, hear their stories and taste your way around Bendigo. 
Participants will visit an artisan chocolate shop, sourdough bakery, a coffee  
specialist and finish the tour with Gnocchi making and lunch.

Afternoon

1.30pm – Search for gold underground: Come and see where gold comes from 
and how it is found at a real gold mine from mid-1900s at Central Deborah Gold 
Mine. Try the mine experience tour where you gear up with a miner’s hat and lamp 
to descend 61 metres underground. Climb ladders, work a mine drill and search for 
gold with finder’s keepers!

3.30pm – Wine tasting at Balgownie Estate: Meet the winemakers from 
Balgownie Estate, one of the regions most well known wineries. The region has  
over 60 wineries to choose from. Taste Bendigo’s famous Shiraz red wine.

4.15pm – Wine Tasting at Sandhurst Ridge Winery: Visit this stunning winery,  
hear about the winemaker’s stories and taste the delicious wine. Sandhurst Ridge 
Winery produces intensely-flavoured, handcrafted wines full of character.

As an alternative, you can also visit The Great Stupa, only a 5 minute drive  
from Balgownie Estate and Sandhurst Ridge Winery.

GOLD AND FOOD FOSSICKING

A fun day tasting local food and wine  
and meeting Bendigo’s food heroes.



Morning

9.00am – Bendigo Visitor Centre: Start at Australia’s grandest 
visitor centre, which is formerly the old post office. The centre 
houses two galleries, one focusing on local artists and the other 
on Bendigo’s history. It is a great way to purchase local gifts 
from the region. 

9.45am – Food Fossicking Walking Tour: Discover the 
UNESCO City of Gastronomy on this walking tour around 
Bendigo’s CBD. Meet the passionate producers and owners, 
hear their stories and taste your way around Bendigo. 
Participants will visit an artisan chocolate shop, sourdough 
bakery, a coffee specialist and finish the tour with Gnocchi 
making and lunch.

Lunch

1.00pm – Masons of Bendigo Restaurant: Extend your  
food fossicker tour and try a banquet style lunch and local  
wine at Masons of Bendigo, who specialise in showcasing  
local produce of the region.

Afternoon

2.00pm – Bendigo Talking Tram Tour: Departs from Central 
Deborah Gold Mine. Sit back and relax on a beautifully 
refurbished tram and hear entertaining stories about 
the city founded on one of the world’s richest goldfields 
and learn about key historic landmarks en-route.

3pm – Gold Mine Experience Tour: Come and see where gold 
comes from and how it is found at a real gold mine from mid-
1900s at Central Deborah Gold Mine. Try the mine experience 
tour where you gear up in overalls, boots, miner’s hat and 
lamp to descend 61 metres underground. Climb ladders, 
work a mine drill and search for gold with finder’s keepers!

5.30pm – Pre-dinner drinks at Chancery Lane:  
Experience Bendigo’s vibrant artistic laneway and meet the 
locals. The laneway is known for coffee, street art, music,  
local wine, craft beer, fashion and food.

Evening

Malayan Orchid: Offering cuisine with a blend of perfect Asian 
techniques and culinary adventures. A modern dining venue 
offering mild curries to exotic Malay, Nynona and Thai Dishes 
as well as innovative game meats such as crocodile, kangaroo, 
emu, alpaca, venison and camel, accompanied by an  
award-winning wine list.

See a performance at Ulumbarra Theatre: Ulumbarra Theatre 
rises majestically from within the walls of the Central Victorian 
City’s 1860s Sandhurst Gaol. Meaning “gather together” in 
the language of the local indigenous people, The 1,000 seat 
theatre blends heritage and modern elements beautifully.

Overnight

Bendigo has over 4,500 beds. Here are some ideas:

• Quest Schaller Hotel: Vibrant, boutique style 
accommodation with art inspired rooms and  
communal spaces.

• Balgownie Estate: Bendigo’s oldest winery offering  
luxury glamping tents, historic cellar door with wine  
tasting, and a restaurant.

• BIG 4 Parks: Bendigo has four parks that suit all budgets.

SUGGESTED INCENTIVE PACKAGE – 2 DAYS IN BENDIGO

DAY ONE DAY TWO

Morning

8.00pm – Breakfast with the locals: Enjoy breakfast at one 
of Bendigo’s trendy cafés in Central Bendigo. Many have 
been repurposed from former general and grocery stores.

9.00am – Rosalind Park: Explore beautiful Rosalind Park, 
which is located in the centre of Bendigo and is perfect 
for exploring. Be sure to climb the mine tower (Poppet 
Head), which provides stunning views of Bendigo.

9.30am – Golden Dragon Museum: See the living history 
of the Chinese people of Bendigo from the goldrush of 
the 1850s to the present day. Having become the hub of 
Chinese cultural activity in Australia, the museum allows 
visitors to experience first hand. Home of the World’s 
Longest and Oldest Chinese Imperial Dragons.

11.00am – Wheel Throwing Class at Bendigo Pottery: The 
Bendigo Pottery is Australia’s oldest pottery, founded in 1857. 
Today you can watch potters at work, or throw a pot yourself in 
the many workshops held beside the antique kiln. The Bendigo 
Pottery is an active arts hub with 7 resident artisans and a large 
recently developed Antiques, Vintage and Collectables Centre.

Lunch

12.30pm – Wine and Dine at Balgownie Estate: Meet 
the winemakers from Balgownie Estate, one of the regions 
most well known wineries. The region has over 60 wineries 
to choose from. Taste Bendigo’s famous Shiraz red wine.

Afternoon

1.45pm – The Great Stupa: Only a 5 minute drive from 
Balgownie Estate is The Great Stupa, which is the largest 
Buddhist Stupa (monument) outside of Asia. It is the final 
home to the largest gem quality Jade Buddha in the world. 
Take a guided tour and experience a truly unique cultural 
attraction. On your tour, go inside the Great Stupa, view 
beautiful statues and holy objects on display and browse the 
gift shop. The Great Stupa has just launched the ‘Ascend 
Tour’ which take people to the top to see amazing views.

3.00pm – Explore Central Bendigo: Explore the centre 
of Bendigo. Discover View Street Art Precinct, known for 
its shopping, cafés, restaurants, artisans and Australia’s 
largest regional gallery, Bendigo Art Gallery. Climb the look-
out tower, once a mining poppet head, at Rosalind Park 
for the stunning view over the city. Visit the Sacred Heart 
Cathedral, a gothic cathedral designed 1887 or the Historic 
Post Office, now home to the Bendigo Visitor Centre.

TWO DAYS IN BENDIGO
INCLUSIONS:
• Golden Dragon Museum Entry 
• Bendigo Vintage Tram Ride 
• Bendigo Pottery Wheel Throwing Class
• Ascend Tour at The Great Stupa 
• Gold Mine Experience Tour at Central Deborah 
• Bendigo Food Fossicking Tour 
• One night accommodation, Studio Room, twin share

City of Greater Bendigo – price upon application

Contact Dawn Holland or a full list of current rate  
and options d.holland@bendigo.vic.gov.au



FREE EXPERIENCES

SACRED HEART CATHEDRAL

This outstanding Gothic cathedral is the largest cathedral in Victoria, outside 
of Melbourne and reputedly the last Early Gothic style cathedral built in the 
world. Dominating the Bendigo skyline, it is built of Geelong sandstone and 
the tallest spire is 86.6 metres with the bronze cross at its apex weighing 
three tonnes and standing seven metres. Whether you’re checking it out day 
or night, it’s a must do on your Bendigo list.

FREE EXPERIENCE

FREE EXPERIENCES

CYCLING TRAILS

The picturesque O’Keefe Rail Trail leads you 49km from Bendigo to 
Heathcote following the pathway of an old 1800s railway track. Journey 
through bushland, farmland and waterways. Spot mining relics, travel over 
Lake Eppalock and stop in at a winery along the way. Fancy a longer journey? 
The 210km Goldfields Track can be ridden over multiple days and provides 
plenty of family-friendly sections. Gain a sense of the city with the relaxing 
and enjoyable Bendigo Creek Trail. An easy meander for the entire family, the 
trail takes you through the city, passing by some of Bendigo’s must-see iconic 
attractions. At nearby Harcourt a world class Mountain Bike Park has just 
opened, which winds its way across Mt Alexander.

FREE EXPERIENCE

VIEW STREET ARTS PRECINCT

In the heart of View Street stands the internationally recognised Bendigo Art 
Gallery, epitomising its reputation as the arts precinct with nearby galleries, 
theatres and street art to be explored. The precinct has great vintage, 
antique and fashion stores for shopping enthusiasts. Visit contemporary 
restaurants and bars housed in historic banks that date back to the Gold rush 
era of the late 1800s.

FREE EXPERIENCE

ROSALIND PARK

The 1851 gold rush transformed this little valley into a jumble of shallow 
shafts, mullock heaps and puddling mills. The story of Rosalind Park is about 
transformation of a goldfield into one of Bendigo’s most popular parks. The 
whole family will adore beautiful Rosalind Park which is based in central 
Bendigo – 60 acres of grassy open spaces, lush leafy trees, a fabulous 
playground, ornate statues, an historic conservatory, a fernery beautiful old 
gardens to explore and an old mine to climb up to see view off the city. It 
was named Rosalind after one of Shakespeare’s characters. The best times 
to visit the park is in Spring where 30,000 tulips bloom nearby and Autumn 
where golden leaves cover the parklands.

FREE EXPERIENCE

LAKE WEEROONA

Lake Weeroona is one of the jewels in Bendigo’s crown. This beautiful 
ornamental lake and reserve, set on 18 hectares, was transformed from a 
dusty mining area in the 1870s. Take a walk around the picturesque lake, 
enjoy a coffee, a heart warming meal or a delicious homemade gelato. The 
kids will love the amazing playground and the wide open space to burn off 
some energy. To make the visit even more exciting, catch a vintage tram from 
the city centre to the lake.

FREE EXPERIENCE

CHANCERY LANE

With an endless supply of cool, Chancery Lane is one of the city’s most 
photographed pockets. Flourishing with ever-changing wall art, designer 
brands, tasting plates and beverages, it’s every hipster’s playground. Come 
and see why bloggers, caffeine addicts and locals have fallen for it.

FREE EXPERIENCE

BENDIGO VISITOR CENTRE

Discover hidden treasures inside one of Bendigo’s most beautiful historic 
buildings, originally the Post Office, opened in 1887. This classic example of 
Renaissance Revival style architecture now operates as the Bendigo Visitor 
Information Centre. It is now also home to the Living Arts Space, showcasing 
the best of local artisans, Bendigo made souvenirs and the Post Office 
Gallery, showcasing the region’s heritage.

FREE EXPERIENCE

ARTISTS WALK

Want to experience and meet Bendigo’s arts community? Here’s an idea to 
get you started. Walk through Bendigo’s streets and laneways on this self 
guided itinerary to see local street art, artist hubs, murals, monuments and 
galleries. Self guided itinerary available on bendigotourism.com

FREE EXPERIENCE


