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WELCOME FROM THE MAYOR
At the time of writing 
this column Greater 
Bendigo is on its way to 
a COVID-19 recovery.

You can’t help but smile at seeing our 
streets bustling, our cafes, restaurants 
and pubs buzzing, and event organisers 
pushing ahead to activate our city and 
region once more. 

With the rollout of a vaccine, our 
confidence in how we move around is 
growing and we’re enjoying finding our 
new normal. 

In early May we will celebrate the 
return of the Bendigo Writers Festival, 
which follows on the heels of a special 
and successful Easter program. While 
the current Mary Quant: Fashion 
Revolutionary exhibition at Bendigo Art 
Gallery is helping to deliver a colourful 
post-pandemic economic boost to our 
city and region. 

We’ve also seen the return 
of organised sport, which 
provides a great outlet for 
the health and wellbeing of 
our community.

However, one thing 
that hasn’t bounced 
back this year is the 
number of people 
that volunteer. 
Understandably, 
some of our older 

residents who are traditionally the cohort 
that volunteer may be hesitant to make a 
return, so we have to think about how to 
fill this gap. 

Volunteering is the lifeblood of our 
community. It’s how things get done. If 
you think about the activities or services 
you value and the different groups you 
support or want to see do well, consider 
how you might be able to lend a hand. 

Connecting with each other is so 
important after nearly a year of staying 
at home. We want to see all aspects of 
community life reactivate, so as many 
workplaces continue to divide staff 
between working in the office and working 
from home, there may be some flexibility 
to take on a mid-week volunteering shift 
for a couple of hours. 

From welcoming tourists to helping 
run events, joining a local committee or 
planting trees, food preparation or offering 
client support at various agencies, there is 

something for everyone and 
every interest. 

So what will our future look 
like, as we hope to see 
COVID-19 further retreat in 
our rear-vision mirror?

Community consultation for 
Imagine Greater Bendigo, 

the process to develop 
a new Council Plan 
and community 
vision and a 
requirement 

under the new Local Government Act, 
has provided some insight into what you 
value most now and what would make our 
community even better 30 years from now. 

The Hargreaves Mall was one of the 
most talked about topics, which speaks 
to the need to address concerns about 
empty shops, growing our economy and 
attracting new businesses to Bendigo, and 
improving safety in the city centre. 

There was also feedback about the need 
for more connected paths for cycling and 
moving around, a greater commitment to 

climate change and managing emissions, 
improved infrastructure in small 
townships, continuing our focus on being 
a Child Friendly and Welcoming City, and 
providing ways for people to connect and 
enjoy living in a vibrant community. 

I encourage you to read the Imagine 
Greater Bendigo article on page 16 
for more information on how your 
feedback will help shape a bright future 
for our city and region, or visit www.
letstalkgreaterbendigo.com.au/imagine

Mayor Cr Jennifer Alden

CONTACT THE CITY OF GREATER BENDIGO

Main office 
15 Hopetoun Street, Bendigo

Postal 
PO Box 733, Bendigo 3552

Telephone 
5434 6000 

Hearing or speech impaired? 
Call via National Relay Service on 133 677

Email 
requests@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Website 
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au

After hours/emergency number 
5434 6000

Operating hours 
8.30am - 5pm, Monday to Friday

Follow us

Looking good Bendigo!
Have you got a great photo of 
Greater Bendigo? Submit your image 
to gbmag@bendigo.vic.gov.au and 
you might just see it featured here 
next edition.

Photo of Lake Weeroona submitted 
by Permata Hamid.

Want to read this document in an alternative format?  The City is committed to 
providing documents that are easy to read for all. If you would like to read the 
magazine in an alternative format e.g. large print or text only, contact Customer 
Service on 5434 6000 or requests@bendigo.vic.gov.au and we will endeavour to 
service your request in the quickest time possible.

In the event of a COVID-19 lockdown, Customer Service Centres in Bendigo and 
Heathcote may close in line with Victorian Government regulations.



It’s official! Greater Bendigo is a Welcoming City. In late 2020, the City of Greater 
Bendigo became the first Local Government in Australia to be accredited as a 
Welcoming City by the Welcoming Cities Network.

Welcoming Cities is a national network 
of cities, shires, towns and municipalities 
who are committed to an Australia where 
everyone can belong and participate. The 
network recognises that of all tiers of 
government, local councils are best placed 
to understand the complexity and diversity 
of their communities.

Welcoming Australia CEO Aleem Ali 
congratulated Greater Bendigo on the 
achievement.

“The City of Greater Bendigo continues to 
demonstrate significant leadership both 
as a member of the Welcoming Cities 
Network and across Local Government in 
Australia,” Mr Ali said.

“Achieving accreditation as an ‘Advanced’ 
Welcoming City is not easy and it 

highlights that the City is actively pursuing 
its vision to become the world’s most 
liveable community.”

City Chief Executive Officer Craig 
Niemann said achieving accreditation 
as a Welcoming City recognised Greater 
Bendigo’s commitment to cultural 
diversity, Aboriginal reconciliation and 
social cohesion.

“It also highlights the contribution of 
our community agency partners and 
settlement services who have and 
continue to assist the City to deliver 
actions in the Greater Bendigo Cultural 
Diversity and Inclusion Plan 2016-2019,” 
Mr Niemann said.

“Achieving accreditation raises Greater 
Bendigo’s profile at state, national and 

international levels, and sets a benchmark 
for the City to continue its work to improve 
services and ensure Greater Bendigo is a 
welcoming city for all.

“Some initiatives that have been 
undertaken in the past few years include 
establishment of the Intercultural 
Ambassadors program, Community 
Harmony project and Building Culturally 
Inclusive Sporting Clubs program. A range 
of training has occurred throughout the 
community and a range of important 
educational videos and information has 
been produced.”

Greater Bendigo is one of 52 members of 
the Welcoming Cities Network, with the 
Network representing over 30 per cent 
of Australia’s population. The Welcoming 

Cities Network is an initiative of 
Welcoming Australia, which is supported 
by Welcoming International - a growing 
network of more than 200 municipalities 
around the world. 

Above: (Pictured L-R) Kaye Graves 
(Bendigo Community Health Services), 
Rose Vincent (Loddon Campaspe 
Multicultural Services), City of Greater 
Bendigo CEO Craig Niemann, City 
Inclusive Communities Officer Salwa 
Dastgeer and former City staff Steven 
Abbott and Nate Perry.

"Achieving accreditation 
raises Greater 
Bendigo’s profile at 
state, national and 
international levels." 
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Health, it’s everyone’s business
When we think about our 
health and wellbeing, we 
usually jump to how much 
exercise we do and how 
healthy our diet is. 

The 2019 Active Living Census found 62 per 
cent of Greater Bendigo adults are overweight 
or obese, while 87 per cent of residents don’t 
eat enough vegetables and 43 per cent don’t do 
enough physical activity. 

But it’s also important to look at the bigger 
picture when it comes to our health and 
wellbeing. We need access to education, social 
support, a secure job and a fair wage, affordable 
housing, healthy workplaces, transport, safe 
outdoor spaces and affordable healthy food.

These are the building blocks for good health 
and it is not one organisation’s responsibility 
to deliver these. Health is everyone’s business 
– it’s not only the responsibility of hospitals 
and healthcare providers, but all levels of 

government, education providers, big business, 
small business, the non-profit sector and the 
community, everyone has a role to play.

The City of Greater Bendigo also supports us 
all to be healthy and well. We provide some 
69 services to the community. Obvious ones 
like Maternal and Child Health, immunisation, 
aged care, swimming pools, sports facilities and 
maintenance of ovals come to mind as having a 
key role in enhancing our health and wellbeing.

Perhaps less obvious examples might be the 
lighting we’ve installed along shared paths, so 
it’s safer to exercise late at night or early in the 
morning, the street trees we’re planting so you 
can walk in the shade, road construction and 
re-sealing so you have a comfortable and safe 
drive, the events that we support so you can get 
together with family and friends, and the 
Bendigo Art Gallery exhibitions and 
performances at our theatres. 

Our strategic plans also help us to plan for how 
we can better support you. Documents like the 
Economic Development Strategy, Food System 
Strategy, Bendigo City Centre Plan, Reimagining 
Bendigo Creek, Greening Greater Bendigo, 

Gender Equity Strategy, Reconciliation Plan, 
Cultural Diversity and Inclusion Plan, and many 
more all feature aspects that go to the heart of 
what it is we need to be happy, healthy people 
at any age and stage in our lives. 

Our partners like Bendigo Bank, Coliban Water, 
Bendigo Health, La Trobe University, Bendigo 
TAFE, Bendigo Community Health Services, 
schools, sporting clubs, community groups and 
organisations, and volunteers of all stripes 
help to shape our community and respond 
to the challenges of ensuring Greater 
Bendigo is a healthy place for everyone. 

They all play a role in shaping how 
easy it is for people to live a healthy life. 
I would like to thank all those in our 
community who work to ensure 
the building blocks for good health 
are in place.

Health is our business, health is 
everyone’s business. 

Craig Niemann,  
Chief Executive Officer

The City’s Customer Service Centres at Hopetoun 
Street, Bendigo and High Street, Heathcote are 
delivering some services differently to keep the 
community safe.

Only a limited number of customers 
can queue in the reception areas, which 
may result in a longer wait during peak 
times. Customers are required to provide 
contact details for tracing purposes and 
carry a mask if social distancing cannot 
be maintained.

If you wish to meet a specialist 
staff member in Planning, Building, 
Environmental Health, Engineering or 
Local Laws, please book an appointment 
first by phoning Customer Service to 
ensure a staff member is available on site.

Customers can only pay by EFTPOS or 
cheque at our Customer Service 
counters. Cash is no longer accepted. 
Customers who prefer to pay by cash will 
need to check their invoice for alternate 
payment options.

There are other ways to pay invoices 
without coming to our Customer Service 
Centres, which might be even more 
convenient for customers. Cash payment 
options are available at Australia Post 
and Bendigo Bank branches. You can also 
pay many invoices online.

Customers are encouraged to call our 
friendly Customer Service staff first on 
5434 6000 to help with enquiries and to 
make payments over the phone. It might 
save you a visit.

Customer Service Centres are open 
Monday to Friday 8.30pm to 5pm (the 
centres will be closed in the event of 
a lockdown occurring). Our Customer 
Service call centre is open 8.30am to 5pm 
and an out of hours service is 
available. 

Do you wish to contact the City to make a request?
•   You can lodge an online request at 

www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/request for a variety of 
matters including bin repairs, replacement pet 
tags, changes to your personal details, pension 
concession, tree inspections and much more 

•  Email us at requests@bendigo.vic.gov.au 

•  Call Customer Service on 5434 6000

Customer Service 
Centre changes
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A fashion icon 
who shaped a 
revolution

NEWS 6

British fashion designer Mary Quant created a worldwide 
brand in the 1960s that injected fun and colour and 
revolutionised the fashion industry. Today, her iconic 
designs are being celebrated in an exclusive Australian 
exhibition at Bendigo Art Gallery.

Bendigo Art Gallery’s current exhibition 
Mary Quant: Fashion Revolutionary is a 
retrospective exhibition celebrating the iconic 
British fashion designer Dame Mary Quant. 
From the Victoria and Albert Museum (V&A) 
in London, this hugely successful exhibition 
explores the years between 1955 and 1975 
when Mary Quant became a powerful role 
model for young women. 

Mary Quant challenged convention and 
the dreariness of post-war grey Britain 
and personified the energy of the swinging 
‘60s, capturing a shift in social and political 
thinking. She was the queen of the miniskirt, 
colourful tights, shiny and brightly coloured 
plastic raincoats, and tailored trousers. 
She made fashion less exclusive and more 
accessible on the high street for a young 
generation of women looking for excitement 
and independence – encouraging a new age 
of feminism. 

Drawn from Mary Quant’s own archive as 
well as the V&A’s extensive fashion holdings, 
which include the largest public collection of 

Quant garments in the world, the exhibition 
brings together over 110 garments as well 
as accessories, cosmetics, sketches and 
photographs, and magazines. 

Many of the star objects featured in the 
exhibition come directly from a public call-out 
by the V&A to find rare garments and collect 
personal stories from the real women who 
wore Quant clothes. The ‘WeWantQuant’ social 
media campaign received over 800 responses 
and demonstrated the scale of Quant’s impact 
on fashion. 

"Fashion, as we knew 
it, is over; People wear 
now exactly what they 
feel like wearing." 
- Mary Quant, 1966 
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Bendigo Art Gallery Director Jessica Bridgfoot 
said the exhibition was the most popular ever 
to be staged in the V&A’s fashion gallery.

“This is a vibrant, energising exhibition 
and we are thrilled to be able to bring it to 
Bendigo and continue our successful ongoing 
relationship with this revered international 
museum,” Ms Bridgfoot said.

“Dame Mary Quant is an icon who 
transformed the way young women dressed 
– moving away from the dominant and often 
restricting silhouettes created by Parisian 
couturiers, to comfortable, affordable, and 
sassy mix and match designs.

“The Butterick sewing patterns, Quant 
cosmetic line and the Ginger Group collection 
were hugely popular here in Australia, and 
many people of a certain age will remember 
Dolly magazine’s long-running Mary Quant 
Cover girl contest – always a big moment for 
Australian teenagers.”

The exhibition begins in post-war London 
when Mary Quant opened her first boutique, 
Bazaar, on King’s Road in Chelsea in 
1955, showcasing her unique bold designs 
often based on school girl pinafores or 
masculine tailoring.

The fashion provocateur even had 
specially-commissioned mannequins with the 
latest haircuts and gawky poses to stand out 
from the surrounding old-fashioned windows. 
Shopping became an exciting leisure activity 
for a keen new market.

It was also an opportunity for the fashion 
designer to poke fun at conventions from the 
past and target stuffy British institutions – 
frills, bloomers and florid printed patterns, 

and her twist on military uniforms and 
tailored suits for women were ground-
breaking for the era. 

Mary Quant was also ahead of her time 
in marketing and promotion. The fashion 
designer became an international brand in 
the early 1960s, with her clothes available 
in department stores in Australia, the United 
States, Canada and around Europe. The 
exhibition highlights her collaborations 
with manufacturers, where she diversified 
into underwear, hosiery and cosmetics, all 
packaged with her distinctive daisy logo. She 
also had her own line of dolls, known as Daisy 
Dolls, as a rival to Barbie.

Visitors to the exhibition can see just how 
the designer took the world by storm and 
changed the face of fashion forever. It was a 
fashion revolution like no other. 

As Mary Quant aptly said in 1966: “Snobbery 
has gone out of fashion. A fashionable woman 
wears clothes, the clothes don’t wear her.”

Mary Quant: Fashion Revolutionary is open 
until Sunday July 11. Tickets for timed 
sessions can be booked online at www.
bendigoregion.com.au/bendigo-art-gallery 

"She was the queen of 
the miniskirt, colourful 
tights, shiny and brightly 
coloured plastic raincoats, 
and tailored trousers." 

Opposite page, top: Mary Quant and 
Vidal Sassoon, 1964. © Trinity Mirror / 
Mirrorpix / Alamy Stock Photo. Opposite 
page, bottom: Mary Quant Kangol beret 
advertisement, 1967. Image courtesy of 
The Advertising Archives
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Quant fever has taken hold in Greater Bendigo to celebrate the 
exclusive opening of Mary Quant: Fashion Revolutionary, and 
it’s time to step out and have fun.

A fashion icon who shaped a revolution

Many retailers and 
businesses are 
holding themed 
events, so check 
out their social 
media for more 
information. 
Here are some of 
the activities from 
Bendigo Tourism 
members to celebrate the 
exhibition.

You can enjoy ‘Quantails’ at The Dispensary, High Tea 
with Mary at Café Essence, Quant-Sants sweet treats and 
pink patterned pastries at Blue Bird Patisserie, a ‘Quant-

itful’ chocolate experience at Indulge Fine 
Belgian Chocolates, complete your 

meal at The Woodhouse with a 
Quant-inspired dessert, or enjoy 

an Ave Maria-themed menu and 
London cocktail at El Gordo.

Shoppers can enjoy a range 
of 1960s-inspired labels, 
daisy prints galore and retro-
glamorous skin care at The 

Meadow, or browse a range of 
bright prints, locally made and 

globally-sourced homeware at 
Gathered Bendigo.

The Bendigo’s Hat Shop ‘Tip your hat to Mary’ includes a 
range of hats, scarves and gloves, while vintage classics 
can be found at Queenie and the Princess.

Bob Boutique on Williamson 
Street has fun and quirky 
accessories, or you 
can even make 
your own art at 
Bendigo Pottery. 
They are offering 
a Portrait on a 
Plate workshop 
to create a 
unique wall art 
that doubles as 
tableware inspired 
by Mary Quant’s iconic 
images. 

Bendigo finds its groove!

Start by taking a selfie at one of the 
many selfie spot opportunities, including 
at the exhibition itself. Strike a pose and 
peer out of Mary Quant’s iconic daisy 
trademark or capture yourself in front 
of the geometric designs that adorn 
Bendigo Art Gallery’s façade.

Head to the Bendigo Visitor Centre on 
Pall Mall and stand on the steps and 
take a selfie against a colourful clash 
of geometric designs, then step inside 
the iconic Post Office Gallery and enjoy 
the free exhibition Modern Revolution: 
Bendigo and the 1960s. The exhibition 
features many insights and memorabilia 
from community members who grew 
up, lived and worked in Bendigo during 
that decade. The exhibition is open daily 
and runs to August 29.

At the Visitor Centre, you can also pop 
your head through some life-sized 

cardboard cut outs of figures wearing 
vintage clothes. 

View Street features floral displays true 
to Mary Quant’s vibrant colour choices, 
while the Hargreaves Mall bus stop 
has a large macramé display 
created by the Slow Art Collective.

Follow a 1960s-themed street art 
trail from the Piazza in Rosalind Park 
to Dai Gum San precinct, Hargreaves 
Mall, King Street, Queen Street 
and Bath Lane. There’s also a 
street art activation outside the 
Heathcote Visitor Centre. Street 
artist Bjarni Wark and local 
street art collective Nacho 
Station, led by Reece 
Hendy, were involved in 
these activations that 
have appeared over 
several weeks.



The QEO car park, behind The Capital 
Theatre, will soon be home to two new 
electric vehicle charging stations. 

The two new public 50kw fast Electric 
Vehicle (EV) charging stations will allow 
four cars to charge at the same time. 
It’s part of a new network, Charging the 
Regions, to make it easier for EV drivers to 
tour regional Victoria.

The project is being delivered by the 
Central Victorian Greenhouse Alliance 
(CVGA), Victorian Government and 12 
Local Councils, including the City of 
Greater Bendigo.

More than 20 new EV stations are being 
constructed in central and north-west 
Victoria at 17 sites to help boost tourism, 

create jobs and reduce 
emissions. The City has 
funded the Bendigo 
charging stations.

Charging the 
Regions provides a 
comprehensive network 
of public EV charging 
infrastructure across 
large parts of regional 
Victoria.

Mayor Cr Jennifer Alden 
said she was delighted the City 
was involved and believed it would 

have a positive impact 
on the environment, 
reduce emissions, and 
create new and exciting 
opportunities for Greater 
Bendigo.

“We are committed to 
building a cleaner, more 
sustainable future for 
our community,” Cr 
Alden said.

“This is a great stimulus 
that will in turn help 
boost jobs, develop a 
new targeted EV tourism 

market and encourage 
people who live in regional 

Victoria to consider ‘going electric’ 
when they are looking at a car 
purchase in the future.”

The stations feature fast charging 
technology that will allow most battery 
electric vehicles to fully recharge within 
two hours. The fee to recharge has yet 
to be confirmed but is likely to cover the 
costs of energy used in line with other fast 
chargers around the country.

The location of the new charging stations 
at the QEO car park in the heart of the city 
centre was identified for other benefits too. 

While an electric car is charging, visitors 
can spend some more time in the city 
centre, perhaps visiting nearby attractions, 
browsing the shops or enjoying a meal.

The City is also developing an app so EV 
drivers can plan their journey based on 
the location of the charging stations. The 
app will also highlight things to do in 
Greater Bendigo, including many nearby 
attractions. 

Electric vehicle stations to help drive regional recovery
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Rosalind Park’s bat colony has caused much 
discussion in our community.

We hope the following facts will help you 
better understand how the bats came 
to live in the park and why the City of 
Greater Bendigo is working with a number 
of other government departments and 
organisations to support this threatened 
species and protect our beautiful park.

What type of bats are living in Rosalind 
Park?

They are Grey-headed Flying Foxes. This 
species is considered threatened wildlife 
and is protected under the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999 (Commonwealth), the Wildlife 
Act 1975 (Vic) and the Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee Act 1988 (Vic).

When did they first come to Rosalind 
Park?

They first arrived in 2010. Back then their 
numbers reached 30,000. While their 
numbers have fluctuated from between 
2,000 and 25,000 over the past 11 years, 
there has been a colony living in the park 
since this time.

Why did they come to Bendigo?

They are believed to have originally come 
to Victoria in search of a food source 
following a severe weather event in 
Queensland.

Are they likely to leave of 
their own accord in the future?

There is no recorded history of bats 
gathering in Rosalind Park before 
2010. However, as the park is now an 
established breeding and maternity 
camp, it is not possible to predict if they 
will ever leave. They are wild animals 
and there are no guarantees. It has been 
observed that their numbers increase and 
decrease with the seasons.

Why doesn’t the City remove or relocate 
them to another area?

The City does not have the authority to 
remove or relocate the bats as they are 
a protected species. It is illegal to scare, 
harm or disturb them without permission 
or a permit from the relevant government 
departments.

Who looks after the welfare of the bats 
and Rosalind Park?

The Department of Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning (DELWP) and the 
City have worked together since 2010 to 
monitor the size of the  bat population and 
the impact they have on the park.

How do the bats cope with Bendigo’s hot 
summer weather?

While these native animals have evolved 
to deal with temperatures in excess of 40 
degrees for short periods, they are not 
equipped to deal with prolonged periods 
of high temperature, especially when the 
heat is accompanied by low humidity and 
hot, drying winds.

Heat-stressed bats may flap their wings 
when stationary, pant, dip their bellies 
into water sources, move to vegetation 
that provides more shade, drop to the 
ground to find cooler areas or move lower 
into the vegetation. 

Why was a $30,000 cooling system 
installed in Rosalind Park for the bats?

A management plan has been developed 
with a wildlife expert to manage the bat 
population and the impact they have on 
the park.

The installation of a cooling and 
alternative roosting system were actions 
of this plan to not only protect the bats 
during summer but also to minimise the 
impact they have on the park and its 
established trees and plants.

The installation of the system was jointly 
funded by the City, DELWP and the World 
Wildlife Fund.

Are the bats causing any damage to 
Rosalind Park?

Preliminary information from an arborist 
report commissioned by the City shows 
that no long-term damage has been 
caused to the trees in the park. The City 
continues to monitor any impact they are 
having on the park and surrounds.

What is the City doing about the mess 
they make in Rosalind Park?

The City has increased its maintenance 
schedule in the park. This includes 
cleaning and sweeping the paths on a 
daily basis.

Should people stay away from 
Rosalind Park?

No, not at all. Residents are encouraged 
to continue to use and enjoy the park as 
they normally would.

What should I do if I see an injured 
bat?

Please do not touch it and phone the 
Wildlife Rescue and Information 
Network (WRIN) on 0419 356 433 or 
Wildlife Rescue Emergency Service 
(WRES) on 0427 301 401. While the 
chance of contracting disease from 
bats is extremely low, the best way to 
prevent any risk is to avoid contact 
with the animals. 

"It is illegal to scare, 
harm or disturb them 
without permission 
or a permit from the 
relevant government 
departments." 

THE FACTS

10 NEWS   



SECTION HERE   11

New life for All Saints 
School Hall
When the owners of the former All Saints School Hall 
(now MacKenzie Quarters) bought the property a few 
years ago, they applied for a loan through the City of 
Greater Bendigo’s Heritage Restoration Loan Scheme.

Heritage buildings can sometimes be 
expensive and complicated to restore, 
adding extra strain to the budget and 
the build.

That’s where the City’s loan scheme 
comes in – it provides an interest-free 
loan, re-payable over a five-year period to 
owners of historic buildings for restoration 
and conservation works.

The All Saints School Hall, along with 
the adjoining master’s residence, was 
constructed in 1877 and is a rare example 
of intact Victorian Gothic architecture. It’s 
located adjacent to the former All Saints 
Anglican Church on MacKenzie Street.

The building had not been used for some 
time and was looking tired and a little 
neglected. The slate roof was leaking and 
needed to be replaced.

Slate rooves were an important part of 
19th century building design. The cost and 
resilience of the slate added a sense of 

prestige and permanence, and the colours 
and patterns made the buildings more 
interesting to look at. But slate rooves are 
expensive to replace, hard to source and 
require the expertise of tradespeople with 
specialist skills. For these reasons, many 
slate rooves have been replaced by steel 
or tiles over time.

Thanks to the loan, the building’s new 
owners were able to source Spanish slate 
that is similar to the original and restore 
the unique slate roof to its former glory. 

Works also involved replacing and 
repairing the battens, flashing and 
gutters. As part of the planning 
permit to develop the building (separate 
to the loan application), the City also 
provided extensive heritage advice to 
ensure all the important parts of the 
building were retained.

Owners Rhianwen and Andrew Seiter said 
they found the entire experience 
very straightforward.

“Staff were always helpful, and the loan 
application process was straightforward 
and easy to manage,” Rhianwen said.

“We used local tradespeople for the slate 
roof and external plumbing. They worked 
really well as a team and were extremely 
professional. 

“Their attention to detail and 
understanding of working with historic 
buildings was second to none.

“We feel lucky to have been able to find 
these skills in Bendigo.

“We’re really proud to have invested in this 
beautiful piece of Bendigo’s history and to 
be able to share it with the community for 
years to come.” 

For more information about the 
City’s Heritage Restoration Loan 
Scheme, including eligibility, go to 
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/heritage

"Thanks to the loan, the building’s 
new owners were able to source 
Spanish slate that is similar to the 
original and restore the unique 
slate roof to its former glory."

BUSINESS   11

Owners of MacKenzie 
Quarters Rhianwen 
and Andrew Seiter.
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Did you know that a 
super-fast, 100 gigabit 
broadband network 
exists in Bendigo’s city 
centre? 100 gigabits 
per second is more than 
1,000 times faster than 
Australia’s average 
internet speed.* This 
network is now available 
to businesses in the  
city centre.

The City of Greater Bendigo and Bendigo 
Telco have joined forces to promote the 
benefits of accessing this super-fast 
broadband network. The joint initiative, 
called ‘100 Gig Bendigo’, aims to 
make Bendigo a destination for digital 
businesses and large enterprises thanks 
to access to critical high-quality local 
infrastructure and skills.

Bendigo Telco has developed the 
network over the past 20 years and 
recently enabled the 100-gig capacity in 
a bid to provide its customers with 
better and more reliable internet speeds. 
100 Gig Bendigo is listed in the City’s 
recently adopted Economic Development 
Strategy as an action to help revitalise the 
city centre.

City Director Strategy and Growth Bernie 
O’Sullivan said Bendigo was extremely 
lucky to have this type of infrastructure 
already built.

“Gig-speed internet projects are being 
rolled out across the world as the many 
benefits of super-fast internet are being 
realised,” Mr O’Sullivan said.

“This offers Bendigo a competitive 
advantage that is almost unique to a 
regional city like ours. It offers businesses 
the ability to compete on the world stage 
from right here in Bendigo.

“It also allows us to attract new 
businesses to relocate here that 
require super-fast internet, such as film 
post-production, advanced manufacturing 
and many other businesses in the new 
digital economy.

“Bendigo has a diverse economy that 
encompasses everything from health 
and professional services, advanced 
manufacturing, tourism, and retail and 
hospitality as well as many others. There 
are lots of opportunities out there for 
these sectors and new creative ones to 
take advantage of this super-fast internet 
to expand their business.”

What does 100 gig mean?

It means super-fast internet speeds of 
100 gigabits per second, which is more 
than 1,000 times faster than Australia’s 
average internet speed.* It means 
large amounts of data can be moved at 
lightning speed.

Where is it located?

The fibre optic technology capable of 
supporting this super-fast internet 
currently exists in the Bendigo city centre.

How is this better than standard internet?

Most regional cities do not have access 
to super-fast internet speeds because 
the necessary infrastructure has not 
been installed. Bendigo has both the fibre 

optic network needed and a high-quality 
local data centre, which supports fast 
and reliable cloud computing (computing 
services delivered over the internet) 
and digital improvements across 
multiple industries.

How can you benefit from this? 

If you run a business in and around the 
Bendigo city centre, you may already be 
able to access the 100-gig network. You 
can contact Bendigo Telco to find out 
more. 

* Australia’s average download speed for 
October 2020 was 58.5mbps, according 
to the Speedtest Global Index www.
speedtest.net/global-index/australia#fixed

comes to Bendigo’s city centre
SUPER-FAST SUPER-FAST INTERNETINTERNET

"It offers businesses 
the ability to compete 
on the world stage 
from right here 
in Bendigo." 

BUSINESS 12
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Local businesses are urged to 
take advantage of interpreting 
services to help when 
communicating with residents 
of refugee and non-English 
speaking backgrounds.

Research shows that some businesses aren’t 
confident communicating with non-English speakers 
and are not aware of the interpreting services 
that are available. The good news is that many 
businesses are eligible to use interpreting services 
to minimise the legal, financial or medical risks 
posed by miscommunication for essential services.

To create awareness of the available services, Rural 
Australians for Refugees has partnered with the City 
of Greater Bendigo, Be.Bendigo, Loddon Campaspe 
Multicultural Services, Bendigo Community Health 
Services and the Victorian Government to develop a 
toolkit to help out.

The new toolkit comprises a range of information to 
encourage businesses to register with an accredited 
interpreting service.

The Australian Government’s Translating and 
Interpreting Service (TIS) is provided free of charge 
to general practitioners, medical specialists, nurse 
practitioners, pharmacists and real estate agents. 
Other business sectors, such as retail, hospitality and 
other industries will pay a small fee.

Eligible organisations are urged to register now 
for this free service. As well as becoming a more 
welcoming place for local residents of refugee and 
non-English speaking backgrounds, businesses 
will protect themselves from legal and other risks 
associated with not communicating properly.

To find out more, contact TIS National on 1300 575 847 
or visit www.tisnational.gov.au 

Interpreter services 
available to local businesses 

Over the past 12 months 
there has been a noticeable 
rise in people offering food 
products for sale on places 
like Facebook Marketplace 
and other social media sites.

The City of Greater Bendigo is warning people 
to be aware when buying food products from 
social media sites, as some sellers are not 
registered and may not be operating to 
correct conditions.

In Victoria, food producers must be registered 
with their local Council to lawfully sell food 
products. Registration is important because 
it means that the food safety practices of the 
business have been assessed by a Council 
health officer.

When food businesses are registered they 
are also provided with a certificate of 
registration and while this cannot guarantee 
the food is safe, it does offer you certainty that 
a health officer has reviewed the business’ food 
safety practices.

So, if you are considering purchasing food from 
a social media site, you should always ask to 
see their registration certificate, or other proof 
of registration before you make a purchase.

By asking this simple question, you can take 
comfort that a health officer has engaged with 
the business about food safety and that you are 
supporting a food business that is doing the 
right thing! 

Buyer beware 
when purchasing 
food from social 
media sites

BUSINESS   13



Launched in February, the new Connect Greater 
Bendigo website www.connectgreaterbendigo.
com.au is a first for our city and region.

Connect Greater Bendigo is easy to browse and 
search, features simple and clear information, 
offers a directory of local clubs and groups, and 
a full calendar of community events.

In the past there wasn’t one single community 
directory that consolidated information about 
community groups, organisations, events and 
activities in Greater Bendigo to help people 
find-join-connect! Instead, people had to search 
the internet, social media or go direct to 

local websites to find the information they 
wanted. This was not only time-consuming 
and frustrating but also challenging for 
those new to the region.

Because it’s so easy to browse and 
search and features simple and clear 

information, Connect Greater Bendigo will 
make finding a local sport and recreation 
club, community group, health care service, 
education provider and more a breeze.

Connected communities are strong 
communities and through Connect Greater 
Bendigo local groups, organisations and 
clubs can raise their profile in the community, 
promote their events and attract new members.

The new website will not only enhance the 
strong connections that already exist within our 
community, it will also help build new ones.

Remember: if it’s on in Greater Bendigo, it’s 
on Connect Greater Bendigo, where you can 
search the online community for the clubs, 
groups, events and services that you are 
looking for – all in one convenient place. Head 
to www.connectgreaterbendigo.com.au to join 
in today!

Never has the need to connect been stronger, 
so if you are looking for local events to attend, 

want to join a new club or group, or you are a 
local organisation looking for new members, a new 

community website called Connect Greater Bendigo 
is just what you are looking for!

It’s time to 

find, join and
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(Pictured clockwise) Dragon City Roller Derby, 
CrossXSwords Fencing, VF5 Coastguard Lake 

Eppalock and Bendigo East Baseball Club.



What is Connect Greater Bendigo?

Connect Greater Bendigo is the first single 
community directory website that consolidates 
information about community groups, 
organisations, events and activities in Greater 
Bendigo.

It’s free and easy to use and features simple 
and clear information to help people find-join-
connect with local organisations and events.

Why should I list my group or event 
on Connect Greater Bendigo?

Connect Greater Bendigo is a great way to 
promote your organisation to potential new 
members and volunteers, or promote any events 
you are holding to the wider community.

You will:

• Increase awareness of your club or group

• Connect with new members and volunteers

• Promote your events and activities

• Make it easy for people to get in contact 
with you

How do I list my club, group, 
organisation or event?

It’s easy to register your organisation or event. 
Just go to www.connectgreaterbendigo.com.au 
and follow the registration instructions.

What does Connect Greater Bendigo 
offer to the wider community?

• Directory of clubs, groups and organisations

• Easy to browse and search

• Simple and clear information

• Quick contacts for clubs, groups and 
organisations

• A full calendar of local community events

What types of organisations can 
register on Connect Greater Bendigo?

Any local community or not-for-profit groups 
that operate in Greater Bendigo can register on 
Connect Greater Bendigo.

However, groups that exist to defame or 
marginalise others on the basis of religion, 
colour, sexual identity, race, political views and 
culture will not be accepted.

Can local businesses register?

No. Connect Greater Bendigo is only a website 
for community and not-for-profit groups. It is not 
a directory of local businesses.

Will it cost any money to have my 
club, group, organisation or event 
listed?

No, it’s completely free of charge. 

"The new website will not 
only enhance the strong 
connections that already exist 
within our community, it will 
also help build new ones." 

For more information, email 
ConnectingGreaterBendigo@bendigo.vic.gov.au
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What did you imagine?

We received more than 200 survey responses, more than 440 completed postcards 
and held 25 community engagement opportunities in shopping centres, 
libraries, out the front of supermarkets, in local halls and at events.

People had the opportunity to write, draw and 
share in conversation, and the postcards were 
also translated into Dinka, Dari and Karen 
languages. 

The focus of the engagement was to understand 
what it is people value most about living in 
Greater Bendigo now and what would make it an 
even better place to live 30 years from now. 

Hargreaves Mall was one of the most-mentioned 
topics across all forms of feedback received. 
People were looking at this from a few different 
angles, including growing our economy and 
wanting to see empty shops filled by attracting 
new business to Bendigo, seeing the Mall 
transformed into a food destination and safety in 
the city centre. 

When looking across the six themes of A healthy, 
liveable community; A strong, inclusive and 
sustainable economy; Aboriginal reconciliation 
and celebration of diversity; A healthy natural 
environment that promotes climate resilience; 
A vibrant, creative community; and A supportive 
community and social environment, we can see 
there are consistent ideas emerging. 

People want to see more bike paths and footpaths 
to help us move around, greater investment in 
infrastructure for small towns and rural areas, 
future-proofing our sports centres, more green 
spaces and places for children to play, more job 
opportunities, youth engagement, responding 

to climate change, increased tree planting, 
support for multicultural communities, continued 
investment in events and festivals, and managing 
urban sprawl. 

So where to from here? We’re about to commence 
stage 2 of the project, which will involve taking 
your feedback and presenting it to a group of 
local young people and panel of 50 residents who 
were selected at random to help come up with 
a new community vision for Greater Bendigo, a 
statement that will sum up our community’s goals 
for the future. The panel will also be asked to 
weigh up different community issues and trade-
offs and prioritise how Council can address them.

At the end of Imagine Greater Bendigo and with 
your help, Council will deliver a number of new 
strategic documents including a new Council 
Plan, which will include a range of goals and 
actions that will help achieve our community 
vision, as well as a Municipal Public Health and 
Wellbeing Plan, Financial Plan and Asset Plan. 

This project is a requirement under the Local 
Government Act, so thanks for taking part and 
look out for other opportunities to have your say, 
as we all want to live in a community where we 
can enjoy the best possible quality of life with 
everything we need to succeed, be well 
and happy. 

For more information, visit 
www.letstalkgreaterbendigo.com.au/imagine 

!
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Each year, the City 
of Greater Bendigo 
honours two people 
for their contribution 
to the Greater Bendigo 
community through its 
Citizen and Young 
Citizen of the Year 
awards. In January, 
the City announced 
Cathie Steele as its 2021 
Citizen of the Year and 
Ma Aye Paw as its Young 
Citizen of the Year.

Both recipients had been 
recognised for their leadership 
and work supporting the Greater 
Bendigo community, especially 
during COVID-19.

Cathie is Chair of Bendigo Foodshare, 
which has seen a 40 per cent increase in 
demand for food relief since the pandemic 
began. Cathie led her organisation to 
support the most vulnerable Greater 
Bendigo residents impacted by COVID-19.

She was involved in two campaigns - 
Cafes for COVID, which involved 
crowd-funding meals from local cafes, 
and Bendigo’s Biggest Takeaway, where 
people could donate money to Bendigo 
Foodshare via their takeaway order.

In 2019, she oversaw Bendigo 
Foodshare’s work with local supermarkets 
to increase food rescue collections from 
40 to 96 a week, and to expand from a 
5-day to a 7-day-a-week service.

Ma Paw is 24 and the secretary of the 
Karen Community Hub and Language 
School and a volunteer teacher with the 
organisation.

She is also a City of Greater Bendigo 
Intercultural Ambassador and last year 

during COVID-19, she did translation 
and audio-visual work with Bendigo 
Community Health Services and the 
City to communicate important health 
messages to the Karen community.

Ma Paw is a Karen refugee from Myanmar 
and arrived in Bendigo in 2016.

The City is delighted to honour Cathie and 
Ma Paw. We wish them all the best for 
their year as Greater Bendigo’s Citizen 
and Young Citizen of the Year.  

CitizensYearof the

Meet our 2021
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(Pictured L-R) Young Citizen of the Year Ma Aye 
Paw, Mayor Cr Jennifer Alden, Citizen of the 
Year Cathie Steele and CEO Craig Niemann.
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BY HOWARD NATHAN

MIA MIA does not mean two people are 
Missing in Action, rather it is the plural of a 
word for a ‘temporary shelter’ and is common 
to a number of indigenous languages of 
south-eastern mainland Australia.

I once received a letter correctly addressed 
to me but it recited the location as “Myer 
Myer”, which it has definitely never been. 
The correct local pronunciation is Mi-Mi, not 
Miami as it was named in local maps 150 
years ago.

Mia Mia nestles or, more accurately, reclines 
on the north of the Heathcote-side of route 
C326, 50 clicks to the east of the Bendigo 
city centre, across the Campaspe from the 
metropolis of Redesdale.

This hamlet was attractive to me and my 
partner as a good place to settle upon 
retirement, and it has been wonderful and 
congenial.

WHAT I       ABOUT GREATER BENDIGO...

Why live 
anywhere 

else?

Mia Mia Mechanics 
Institute Hall

MiaMia
“This hamlet was attractive 
to me and my partner as a 
good place to settle upon 

retirement, and it has been 
wonderful and congenial.”
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Explorer Major Thomas Livingston 
Mitchell (later to become Sir Mitchell) was 
Surveyor-General of New South Wales 
before making his way to Victoria, which 
at the time he named Australia Felix 
(Happy Australia).

He must have had a Greek passion 
when surveying Oz, as he named Mount 
Alexander, Mount Macedon and Mount Ida 
after various Athenians, and Campaspe 
River was named after one of Alexander 
the Great’s close friends.

It is a shame that little of that Greek 
culture remains but I do turn now to Mia 
Mian artistic achievements. I do not mean 
the annual Flower Show, which is much 
more competitive than the Balkan Wars 
and a highlight on our annual calendar. I 
refer to the book, Mia Mia The Place and 
its People, written by the community of 
Mia Mia and edited (composed) by Kate 
Hicks. This is simply the best local history 

compiled and produced in this colony 
over the last 150 years.

Add to that the quilt, evocatively 
constructed by local and Redesdalian 
seamstresses, which is already a 
significant artefact. It depicts the 
Redesdale Bridge, an ex-railway discard 
but beautifully arched and structurally 
sound, joining what was then the Shires 
of McIvor and Metcalfe. It details wildlife, 
events, characters and produce.

But it is the Mia Mia-LaScala opera 
seasons in the Mia Mia Mechanics 
Institute Hall that I see as the cultural 
peak. Our shows have been sold out 
and the audience has enjoyed local wine 
pressed by an army of retirees. We hope 
to see these grand performances make a 
return and act as a balm post-COVID 
in 2021.

Why live anywhere else?

ABOUT ONKEL HOWARD…

I descend from a line of convicts, 
the first one was convicted in 1799 
and others followed in each decade 
thereafter to Australia until 1840.

I am reluctant to report that my 
family has since passed over into 
so-called respectability. Bits of my 
family arrived in Bendigo in 1853, 
elements of them can be found in 
local Mayoral Chambers and War 
Memorial honour boards.

I was born at Toora, the son of 
the resident GP and nurse. I was 
educated in the Methodist system 
and later followed in the footsteps 
of my relatives and became Mayor 

of the Bloods (South Melbourne), 
Advisor to Gough Whitlam when 
he was Prime Minister, Counsel 
Assisting the Attorney-General 
(known as the Attorney-Colonel) 
then Justice of various Supreme 
Courts in Victoria, The Bahamas 
and Belize, and an advisor to 
others in Cambodia, Sri Lanka and 
other exotic locations.

A life lived colourfully with service 
in mind, and I’ve been known as 
Onkel Howard, an affectionate 
term for uncle in Yiddish. I have 
always tried wherever I have been 
to contribute and I am delighted to 
call Mia Mia home.

COMMUNITY   19

Opera singers perform in front of the famous quilt.
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Work will commence this year to construct a new 
community hub at the Woodvale Recreation Reserve.

Woodvale is a small rural community 
located six kilometres from Eaglehawk 
and the project will include the 
construction of a new, multi-purpose 
community hub building with an open plan 
activity space, kitchen, storage room and 
integrated public toilets, plus a separate 
storage shed.

Greater Bendigo Mayor Cr Jennifer Alden 
said in late 2020 the City of Greater 
Bendigo was pleased to receive a grant 
from the Australian Government’s Local 
Roads and Community Infrastructure 
program to develop the community hub.

“Community hubs are important for 
community wellbeing because they 

support people to connect with one 
another and service providers, and 
participate in events and other activities,” 
Cr Alden said.

“While the current facilities at the 
Woodvale Recreation Reserve have served 
the community well for many years, they 
no longer meet current standards or the 
community’s needs, so the City is very 
grateful to the Australian Government for 
supporting this important rural project in 
Greater Bendigo.”

Local resident and Chair of the 
Woodvale Recreation Reserve Committee 
of Management Kerry Errington said 
the Woodvale community had been 
passionately advocating for this 
community hub for nearly a decade, 
after the need for it was identified 
through community planning and 
consultation processes.

“The Woodvale community has worked 
hard to raise funds towards the project 
and we are delighted we will soon have a 
new facility that will be more accessible 

and able to support so many different 
uses,” Ms Errington said.

“It will make Woodvale’s future even 
brighter and support the wellbeing of 
current and future generations. My fellow 
committee members and I can’t wait to be 
able to share it and its beautiful bushland 
setting located on Dja Dja Wurrung 
country with even more people.”

The project will be managed by the City 
with construction set to commence in 
mid-2021. 

"It will make 
Woodvale’s future 
even brighter and 
support the wellbeing 
of current and future 
generations." 

NEW COMMUNITY 
HUB FOR WOODVALE
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  How well did you do? See page 35 for answers.

gb quiz!

True or false: The City of Greater 
Bendigo is the first Local 
Government in Australia to be 
accredited as a Welcoming City.

What was 
the name 
of Mary 
Quant’s line 
of dolls?

Where will two 
new electric vehicle stations be 
installed in Bendigo?

What year did the bats move into 
Rosalind Park?

A new community website has 
been launched, featuring a 
directory of clubs and groups 

as well as a calendar of 
community events. What is 
the website’s name?

True or false: Since 
the start of 2021, there 
have been more than 
2,720 bookings made for 
public spaces.

Roughly how many kilometres a 
day do Parking Officers cover?
A) 6km   B) 8km   C) 10km

True or false: Plastic biscuit trays 
can go in your recycling bin.

What is the 
name of the 
award that 
recognises 
Rosalind 
Park as one of 
Australia’s best 
green spaces?

Where has a new synthetic 
soccer pitch been installed?

Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

Q5

Q6

Q8

Q9

Q10

Q7

How well do you know 
Greater Bendigo?

Did you know the 
City hires out over 
50 public spaces to 
the community for a 
variety of events 
and occasions?

If you wish to book a public space, 
the City of Greater Bendigo has 
recently launched an online booking 
system for our parks, gardens, civic 
spaces and sports fields.

It is a very easy booking system 
to use, whether you’re looking to 
book for a wedding at the Bendigo 
Botanic Gardens in White Hills, a 
family reunion at Crook Street Park 
in Strathdale or a school cricket 
match at Canterbury Park. You can 
see the options available and book.

It’s so simple that more than 2,720 
bookings have been made by 
customers since the start of this 
year looking to book a space. The 
beauty of the booking system is 
that it provides real-time availability 
of all the facilities and you have 

the option to book and pay in one 
transaction.

It means you can find a suitable 
location that meets your timeline, 
and manage your booking and 
payment anytime, anywhere. 
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To book a public space, go to 
bookings.bendigo.vic.gov.au, 
create your profile 
account and make your 
booking - it’s that simple! 

Online booking 
service for 
public spaces
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How long have you been a Parking 
Officer? 

I have been working in Local Government 
for 30 years and joined the old City of 
Bendigo in 1989, so I have gained a lot 
of experience in the role. Back then we 
rode motorbikes and you had to have a 
motorbike licence to apply for the job. 

What do you say when people ask what 
you do for a living?

I tell them I am a Parking Officer and that’s 
when people will normally tell me about 
when they received a parking infringement 
either in Bendigo or another city. I have 
got used to it. 

What’s a typical day at work?

At the start of the day, I get all my gear 
ready for my patrol and I decide if I am 
going to walk or ride my bicycle. I like 
to mix it up throughout the day when 
I’m inspecting cars. I’m the only Parking 
Officer at the City of Greater Bendigo who 
uses a push bike to get around and I cover 
around 10 to 15km, so it’s a good way to 
keep fit. My colleagues, who walk on their 
patrols, are not that far behind, covering 
about 10km on foot in a day.

What does your job entail?

There are eight Parking Officers at the 
City and we cover the city centre as well 
as Greater Bendigo’s other business 
centres. We also attend to reports from 
community members of illegally parked 
cars, abandoned vehicles and requests 
for installation of parking restrictions 
anywhere within Greater Bendigo.

It is my job to patrol an area making 
sure everyone has paid for parking and 
they do not stay for longer than the time 
restrictions on the signs. It’s important 
that people follow the time restrictions. 

We need the bays to have a good 
turnover of cars, so parking is available 
for other people to park there, particularly 
those who have accessibility issues or 
elderly people who need to be closer to 
their destination. 

If we didn’t have restrictions many people, 
including those who work in the city’s 
business areas, would park in these bays 
from early morning and remain there 
all day. Resulting in very few bays being 
available for the community and shoppers 
to access these areas.

What’s a good day in your role?

A good day in the job is everyone doing 
the right thing and not needing to issue 
any infringements. My role is about 
trying to educate drivers to do the right 
thing and not park illegally. I like to get 
out and about and talk to people. If local 
businesses have concerns, they will 

often talk to me about them. I’ll take 
their concerns back to the office to see 
if anything can be done to help them. 
It normally means lodging a request 
with Customer Service so the matter is 
referred to the relevant unit to investigate. 

As we’re always out and about, Parking 
Officers are often approached by members 

Rulesroadof the

SERVICE IN THE SPOTLIGHT: PARKING

Parking Officer Wes is well-known 
in the community and is often 

seen on his bike patrolling the 
streets, making sure 

motorists are following the 
parking rules and helping 

the community.

"My role is about 
trying to educate 
drivers to do the 
right thing." 



The City of Greater 
Bendigo has installed 
new smart parking 
meters in the city 
centre that are easy to 
use and provide greater 
payment flexibility.

The new smart meters enable 
you to go to the meter, enter your 
registration, pay using either coin or 
card, and continue on your way without 
returning to your vehicle to place a 
ticket on your dash!

Enter your car’s number plate 
into the meter using the keypad. 
Press OK

Select your payment type 
(either card or coins)

CARD

To pay by card, use the more or 
less arrows to select how much 
time you would like to pay for. 
Press OK

Tap or insert your card

COINS

Insert the number of coins 
required for the amount of time 
you are paying for. The amount 
of time paid will display on the 
meter. Press OK

Choose whether or not you 
would like an e-receipt 

Using the 
new smart 
parking meters 
is easy!

1

2

3
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of the public with issues or concerns 
they wish to raise. I’ll do my best to 
explain the process, so they either 
pop into the nearby Customer Service 
Centre in Hopetoun Street or call 
5434 6000.

What do you like about your job?

I like being in the community and 
talking to people. I like having an 
outdoor job come rain or shine. In this 

role we do many other things that 
people may not realise. Our Parking 
Officers often come to the aid of a 
community member in distress, such 
as an elderly person who has had a 
fall or is disorientated. 

People who are new to the region 
often ask our advice on the places 
they should visit, where shops are, 
the best places to eat and things to 
do in the region. We always help with 
directions. As I was born in Bendigo, I 
have a good knowledge of the area.

My job is important to keep parking 
available, to help drivers do the 
right thing, and provide help to the 
community and 
businesses.  

Every now and again you do have 
a difficult moment when you are 
dealing with an angry person who 
has received a parking infringement, 
but we are just doing our job. 
However, most of the time people are 
respectful and we live and work in a 
friendly community.

For frequently asked questions on 
road rules and parking, such as 
loading zones, no stopping areas, 
yellow lines and nature strips, 
head to www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/
Services/Parking/Parking-road-
rules 

"If local businesses 
have concerns, 
they will often talk 
to me about them." 

1  Parking is free at the weekends but if you park 
in a bay where a time limit applies, you can only 
stay there for that specified time period. Parking 
Officers are out at the weekend so avoid over-
staying. These signs are there on the weekends 
to keep the bays available for other shoppers and 
visitors to the city.

2  Double-check that you have tapped in your correct 
registration number plate when you are paying 
for parking using the new meters. People often 
mistake letters for numbers and vice versa. A 
good tip is that standard car registrations in 
Victoria follow two different sequences. They are 
either number, letter, letter, number, letter, letter 
(for example, 7AB6FT) or three letters followed by 
three numbers (for example, ABC468).

3  The most convenient way to pay for parking 
without carrying small change or using meters, 
is the PayStay app. Once you have set up your 
account, you can use the app to pay for parking 
using your phone. When paying for parking using 
PayStay, you only have to pay for the length of 
your stay. You start the paid parking session when 
you first park and stop the session when you 
leave. The app also contains maps of parking in 
the city centre to help you find parking that meets 
your needs.

4  Loading zones can only be used by delivery 
vehicles or trucks, utes or vans with no seats 
in the back, as well as couriers who display a 
permanent sign on both sides of the vehicle (not 
just on the dashboard). If you are not driving one 
of these vehicles you cannot park in a loading 
zone, even if quickly picking up or dropping 
things off.

5  If you are ever unsure about parking rules or 
need to know where to park, feel free to talk to a 
Parking Officer. We are all approachable, happy to 
answer any questions you have and keen to help 
where we can.

6  If you receive an infringement, you can view the 
photographic evidence on the City’s website.

7  If you receive an infringement or reminder notice 
in the mail and someone else was driving your 
car, make sure you nominate the person who 
was driving. You can do this by completing a 
nomination form enclosed with the reminder 
notice sent out. The form is also available on 
the City’s website. We do not recommend 
handing over the original infringement to the 
person who borrowed the car. They may not pay 
the fine and the infringement remains the car 
owner’s responsibility.

Wes’ top tips on parking



Not all plasticsgo in the
recycling bin 

We know that recycling can 
sometimes be confusing. 
However, it is important to 
make sure that what Greater 
Bendigo households put in their 
recycling bin can be recycled 
in Australia into products that 
are needed and in demand.

As a result of changes to the recycling industry, 
we’ve had to remove some low-quality plastic items 
from the recycling stream that are hard to recycle 
into new plastics. Therefore, the following items 
can no longer be placed in your recycling bin:

• Plastic meat trays

• Plastic berry punnets

• Plastic biscuit trays

• Tetra Pak milk and juice containers

The best thing you can do is avoid buying these 
kinds of materials at all or switch to products that 
are packaged in materials that can be recycled.

You can and must still place rigid plastics, like 
those pictured right, in your recycling bin.

It’s also important to remember that only bottle 
tops and jar lids larger than a 50 cent piece, such 
as jam and vegemite lids, can go in the recycle 
bin. Soft drink bottle lids are small and should be 
placed in the waste bin. So remember to remove all 
lids before placing them into the appropriate bin. 

Plastic meat trays Plastic berry punnets Plastic biscuit trays
Tetra Pak milk 

and juice containers

Plastic bottles such as 
milk and juice bottles, 

soft drink, iced-tea

Plastic bottles for detergents, cleaning products 
and personal hygiene products

Plastic tubs that 
ice cream, yoghurt 
and butter come in

NON-RECYCLABLE

RECYCLABLE
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Residents in Heathcote, Axedale, 
Goornong and Elmore have embraced 
their new fortnightly 
organics collection 
service, which 
commenced in January.

More than 1,720 households in the 
townships of Heathcote, Elmore, 
Axedale and Goornong are now 
receiving an organics kerbside 
collection service.

The City of Greater Bendigo is 
pleased to report that recent 
bin audits have shown low 
contamination rates in the new 
organics bins, which is a credit 
to the residents of the townships 
involved for embracing the new 
service.

As part of the roll out of the 
organics service, the City has 
hosted a stall at the Heathcote 
Lions Market to provide residents 
with an opportunity to share 
their opinions, thoughts and 
suggestions on the new service 
and will hold more of these 

types of community engagement 
opportunities in Axedale, Goornong 
and Elmore.

Extending the organics collection 
service to Greater Bendigo’s small 
townships complies with the 
Victorian Government’s Statewide 
Waste and Resource Recovery 
Infrastructure Plan and the 
Recycling Victoria Policy, and is 
also a recommendation of the City 
of Greater Bendigo’s Food System 
Strategy 2020-2030.

Keeping organic waste out of 
landfill and recycling it into 
compost is not only good for the 
environment, it’s the right and 
smart thing to do! 

If you don’t want that old mattress, those worn tyres or old furniture, then get 
rid of them the right way by taking them to one of the following:

  •   Eaglehawk Recycle Shop (at the entrance to the Eaglehawk Landfill)
  •  Eaglehawk Landfill
  •   Strathfieldsaye Transfer Station
  •   Goornong Transfer Station
  •   Heathcote Transfer Station

You might even find that some of the things you 
want to get rid of will be accepted free of charge!

For more information phone 5434 6000 or 
visit www.bendigo.vic.gov.au  

Report illegal 
dumping to the 
EPA by calling 
1300 372 842

Don’t be lazy

Take your unwanted 
items to the right 
place, not the bush 
or roadsides

success in small 
townships

Heathcote resident Marg Lumby, 
who is delighted with the 

new organics service.



Our best fur friends are generally 
creatures of habit and may have rapidly 
adapted to the additional company of 
having their masters working from home. 

Some dogs and cats will easily take to 
reverting back to a pre-pandemic lifestyle, 
while others will exhibit unwanted 
behavioural traits caused by separation 
anxiety and sudden changes of routine.

A good place to start might be gradually 
working back towards your pet’s pre-
COVID lifestyle routine, say walks or 
social interaction, including meal times 
not occurring outside the hours you are 
generally absent. Afterall, if somebody 
changed your routine suddenly for no 
apparent reason, you too might display 
antisocial and destructive behaviour.

There are several things we can easily 
do to limit these unwelcome traits. 
Stimulation (but not too much) works well 
on pets. The amount of stimulation will 
depend on your pet’s disposition, with 
younger dogs and cats generally more 
inquisitive and adventurous and not as 
content to sleep the day away awaiting 
your return. 

However, a comfortable environment with 
the necessities of life (for pets anyway) 
with clean water and shelter is a must, be 
it Fido confined to the backyard or Puss to 
a locked house or room.

If you have a relatively trustworthy canine 
companion, a pet door might be just the 
ticket to let Fido do his own thing inside 
and out, but make sure your yard is 

secure. While many cats will find hours 
of fun exploring and sleeping the 
day away in empty cardboard 
boxes and momentarily 
chasing disregarded bread 
bag ties around. 

BARC recommends not 
hesitating to enlist the 
assistance of a trainer 
or a vet if you are at 
all concerned about 
your pet’s mental or 
physical health. 

With the COVID-19 pandemic causing significant disruption to our 
lives over the last 12 months, don’t forget to spare a thought for our 
four-legged companions. Especially as life slowly returns to normal 
and many of us go back to the office, school or university.

Paws for 
thought

"A good place to start 
might be gradually 

working back towards 
your pet’s pre-COVID 

lifestyle routine." 
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For the third year in a 
row, Bendigo’s historic 
Rosalind Park has 
retained its prestigious 
Green Flag Award 
recognising it as one of 
the best green spaces 
in Australia.

Rosalind Park was the only park in 
Victoria to receive a Green Flag in 
2020. It is also one of only four parks 
outside of a capital city and one of only 
nine green spaces in Australia to have 
received a Green Flag in 2020.

City of Greater Bendigo Parks and 
Open Space Manager Paul Gangell 

said retaining a Green Flag for 
Rosalind Park was an achievement the 
community should be proud of.

“The City is both delighted and 
proud that our wonderful, historic 
Rosalind Park has been recognised 
in this way for the third straight year. 
The award is an excellent example of 
our achievement in providing quality 
open space for our residents,” Mr 
Gangell said.

“Our third Green Flag reinforces 
the important work of staff and is 
consistent with the community’s 
experience of Rosalind Park.

“The City was awarded its first Green 
Flag in 2018 and in 2020 Rosalind 
Park was the only Victorian park to be 
recognised, so it’s pretty special.”

A Green Flag represents an 
international standard for parks and 

green spaces and brings with it a vast 
amount of prestige. The City has made 
a considerable investment in Rosalind 
Park over many years and the Green 
Flag acknowledges and recognises 
this commitment.

Launched in the UK in 1996, the Green 
Flag Award transformed the UK’s 
green spaces. It was introduced to 
reverse the decline in the quality of 
parks that happened in the 1970s and 
1980s and it has worked.

The Green Flag Award scheme now 
recognises and rewards well-managed 
parks and green spaces, setting a 
benchmark for the management of 
recreational outdoor spaces around 
the world. In Australia the Green 
Flag Award is managed by Parks and 
Leisure Australia - the leading 
industry association for professionals 
in the sector.  

FREE! 
for3

Three great things to  
do for free this autumn!

1 Visit a local library in Bendigo, 
Kangaroo Flat, Heathcote or 
Eaglehawk and enjoy all the free 
books, magazines, newspapers, 
activities and services on offer!

2 Explore the Victoria Hill diggings 
on Marong Road and learn 
about our golden past. The site 
features many mining relics, 
including quartz crushing 
machinery and the foundations 
of George Lansell’s 180 mine.

3 Take a trip to Lake Eppalock, the 
perfect destination for a picnic, 
or some boating or fishing.
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"In 2020 Rosalind Park was 
the only Victorian park to be 

recognised, so it’s pretty special." 

Green Flag threepeat 
for Rosalind Park
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1.  Under the Victorian Government’s 
‘Safe Travel in Local Streets’ program, 
work has commenced on a $1.4M 
project that will deliver various traffic 
safety upgrades in the Barkly/Bancroft 
Street area. Works are expected to 
continue until October.

2.  Reconfiguration of the Sternberg/
Mundy Street and Sternberg/Skene 
Street intersections with funding from 

the Victorian Government’s ‘Safe Travel 
in Local Streets’ program. Works are 
estimated at $265,000 and will be 
completed in May.

3.  Construction in Wills Street consisting 
of bluestone footpaths, new kerb and 
channel, drainage upgrades and the 
replanting of street trees in dedicated 
tree cells. Works are estimated at 
$338,000 and will be completed in May.

BENDIGO

Weeroona Oval – lighting

View Street – pipe relining

CALIFORNIA GULLY

Wood Street – roundabout and intersection 
upgrades

EAGLEHAWK

Haggar Street – footpath installation

EMU CREEK

Storys Road – Black Spot safety upgrade

EPSOM

Epsom Huntly Recreation Reserve 
– synthetic soccer pitch upgrade

Midland Highway – footpath installation

FLORA HILL
Ellis Street – La Trobe University to city 
centre bike path
Wolstencroft Reserve – capping works

HUNTLY

Strauch Recreation Reserve – lighting

KANGAROO FLAT
Safe Travel in Local Streets safety upgrades
Olympic Parade – Black Spot safety upgrade

STRATHFIELDSAYE
Tannery Lane/Guys Hill Road – roundabout 
construction

WHITE HILLS
White Hills Oval – cricket nets
Peppercorn Park – footpath installation

WHAT’S IN THE WORKS?
As part of Council’s commitment to deliver improved 
infrastructure, a range of works are currently underway 
or have recently been completed.

3

1

2

To keep up to date with works in your area, visit www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/roadworks



A new FIFA Quality 
Certified synthetic 
soccer pitch and 
new player shelters have been installed at the Epsom Huntly 
Recreation Reserve - Greater Bendigo’s premier soccer facility.

Wolstencroft Reserve 
works underway

New synthetic soccer pitch
Olé Olé Olé!

Work is currently underway to 
redevelop Wolstencroft Reserve - 
a suburban open space that caters 
for residents living within a two 
kilometre radius and for people 
who use the Back Creek walking 
and cycling trail.

Wolstencroft Reserve is located on a former quarry 
that was filled in many years ago and the project has 
commenced with remediation works to increase the 
thickness of the current cap of the former quarry to meet 
today’s Environment Protection Authority requirements. 

The remediation works will be in progress until May and 
when completed, the City will commence works to deliver 
stage one of the Wolstencroft Reserve Master Plan.

The stage one works will include landscaping and 
construction of an exciting new adventure playground 
featuring a number of nature-based play opportunities, 
including an adventure-based climbing unit. 

In a nod to the reserve’s past as a brick works, play 
equipment in the junior area will include a miner’s cart, 
sand pit, cubby house, swings, carousel and trampolines. 
While an observation “lookout” mound will incorporate 
seating, a scramble path, sliding opportunities and some 
large rocks for climbing/parkour activities.

A future stage of works will include a large gathering 
space complete with shelter, picnic facilities, seating, 
drinking fountain, bike parking, an open lawn area 
featuring fun goals for informal sports and activities, and 
extensive tree planting.

The reserve will cater for children of all ages and will 
feature a new bike pump track complete with pump 
bumps, rollers and berms, and a social area for pump 
track users.

A path network with a main path from Havlin Street East 
to Wolstencroft Street, along with secondary loops for 
exercising and linking key elements of the reserve will 
also be installed.  

29ACTIVE AND HEALTHY   

The project, which commenced in 
late 2020, included the removal and 
recycling of the old pitch materials, 
installation of a shock pad and a new 
synthetic surface with rubber infill and 
line marking. 

Not only will the new high-quality 
synthetic pitch be available for game 
days, it will also be used for training 
purposes, which will help minimise 
wear and tear on the reserve’s grass 
fields to ensure they are in the best 
condition on game day.

Epsom Huntly Recreation Reserve 
features a combination of soccer, rugby 

and AFL football fields, netball/tennis 
courts and two pavilions, and often 
hosts a range of major sporting events.

The new synthetic soccer pitch will 
ensure that the facility continues 
to attract significant competitions 
and cater for mass participation 
well into the future.

The $650,000 project was 
funded by the City of Greater 
Bendigo as part of its ongoing 
commitment to continue to 
provide high-quality sporting 
facilities for residents and visitors 
to Greater Bendigo. 
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What’s happening in your ward?

EPPALOCK WARD
Cr Matthew Evans

From within the Eppalock Ward to right 
across Greater Bendigo, I am witnessing 
our community start to flourish and 
move forward. From Strathfieldsaye to 
Redesdale, Heathcote to Kennington and 
everywhere in between, it makes me 
happy to see our community supporting 
one another. 

It’s wonderful to see friends and family 
cheering each other on at community 
sport. It’s brilliant to see our cafes, 
restaurants and pubs buzzing with 
great hospitality and lively conversations. 
And of course, our attractions, live 
events, art exhibitions and community 
events are kicking off and all have a 
lively atmosphere.

As a new councillor, it’s been a surreal 
experience to see all of Greater Bendigo, 
engage with a diverse range of people 
and groups, and absorb your ideas, 

experiences and perspectives. I have been 
enriched by the thoughtful conversations 
during the Imagine Greater Bendigo 
process, as well as being inspired by our 
community’s young people, from street 
artists to young leaders.

This is no real surprise, but I am 
encouraged by the high level of 
enthusiasm and optimism for our future. 
We all deeply care about where we live, 
work and play. 

Our community is on the verge of an 
exciting new chapter as we break the 
shackles of COVID-19 and gradually 
commence our recovery. Despite the 
early challenges presented to us so far in 
2021, our community is strong and we are 
moving in the right direction: towards a 
brighter and more optimistic future.

There are plenty of things happening in 
the coming days, weeks and months that 
we can look forward to.

See you in our community.

Left: Cr Matthew Evans with Paris and 
Stirling Room-Batters at Percy and Percy.

WHIPSTICK WARD
Cr Julie Sloan

As a new councillor in Whipstick Ward, 
I feel humbled to have this opportunity 
to represent my community and the 
Greater Bendigo municipality more 
broadly. I look forward to the next four 
years being focused on supporting 
sustainable initiatives in community 
health and wellbeing, environment and 
climate, animal welfare and protection of 
threatened species.

I am enjoying being out and about meeting 
and talking with residents and, most 
importantly, listening, understanding, 
advocating and working together with 
communities to address local needs.

Monthly Whipstick Ward Listening 
Posts and local area Ward Meetings are 
underway to provide residents with an 
opportunity to talk with Councillors 
about needs, concerns and ideas. Issues 
include economic recovery, roads, speed 
zones, footpaths, planning, drainage, 
trees and wildlife.

Getting to know the local community 
by participating in community events, 
activities and committees is inspirational. 
It reaffirms to me the amazing resilience 

and capacity of local communities to 
identify and meet their own unique needs 
when supported with equitable access 
to resources, information sharing, skills, 
knowledge and kindness.

Such activities include a traditional 
smoking ceremony on Dja Dja Wurrung 
land to commence Council’s term, visiting 
the Long Gully Neighbourhood Centre 
and Community Garden, attending the 
Eaglehawk Community House Annual 
General Meeting and Epsom Family 
Fun Day, sitting on the Gender Equity 

Coalition and Cultural Diversity and 
Inclusion Plan Committee, attending the 
Imagine Greater Bendigo listening posts 
in Raywood, Eaglehawk and Huntly, and 
celebrating our newest Australian citizens 
in a citizenship ceremony. All activities 
aim to provide a welcoming and inclusive 
community with accessible programs and 
services enabling everyone to feel safe, 
healthy and happy, and able to participate 
and contribute.

I look forward to contributing to the 
development of Greater Bendigo and 

progressing important grassroots 
projects such as the development of more 
footpaths, like those recently completed 
along the Midland Highway in Epsom and 
Haggar Street, Eaglehawk, and lighting 
at sporting grounds like that recently 
installed at Lake Weeroona Oval and 
Strauch Reserve.

Above: Cr Julie Sloan and City 
Agribusiness Support Officer Sally Beer 
at the Gastronomy Guide launch at 
Peppergreen Farm.



Get in touch...

LOCKWOOD WARD

Mayor Cr Jennifer Alden

T 4408 6695  
M 0499 005 735 
E j.alden@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Cr Rod Fyffe OAM

T 4408 6688  
M 0419 874 015 
E r.fyffe@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Cr Vaughan Williams

T 4408 6696  
M 0437 858 776 
E v.williams@bendigo.vic.gov.au

EPPALOCK WARD

Cr Margaret O’Rourke

T 4408 6692 
M 0429 061 096 
E m.orourke@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Cr Greg Penna

T 4408 6690  
M 0429 721 958 
E g.penna@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Cr Matthew Evans

T 4408 6694  
M 0437 867 028 
E m.evans@bendigo.vic.gov.au

WHIPSTICK WARD

Deputy Mayor Cr Andrea Metcalf

T 4408 6697  
M 0499 009 096 
E  a.metcalf@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Cr Dave Fagg
T 4408 6698  
M 0437 892 918 
E d.fagg@bendigo.vic. gov.au

Cr Julie Sloan
T 4408 6689  
M 0437 862 975 
E j.sloan@bendigo.vic.gov.au 

Councillor emails, like other correspondence, are the property of the City 
of Greater Bendigo and may be referred to a staff member for action. As 
with any correspondence, if you would like emails to be kept private and 
confidential please place ‘private and confidential’ in the subject line.

Unsure what ward you live in?  Visit  
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/aboutgreaterbendigo?
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LOCKWOOD WARD
Cr Vaughan Williams

I am honoured to serve as a Lockwood Ward 
Councillor. It has been a steep learning curve 
since being elected last year but I am enjoying 
the challenge of having to absorb a lot of 
information in a short amount of time. It’s been 
a great opportunity to get a handle on just 
how much Local Government is involved in in 
our community – some 69 services as well as 
considerable advocacy on issues that aren’t 
directly our responsibility.

When it was suggested I write a column about my 
experience as a Councillor, I really wanted to write 
about you and the great experiences I have had so 
far in getting out to meet residents.

From what I’ve heard so far youth unemployment 
and jobs more broadly, roads, footpaths and 
gutters, resident and business rate relief, poverty, 
low income housing, arts, tourism and new events, 
and waste-to-resources are some of the issues you 
are most interested in.

This feedback is also reflected in our recent 

Imagine Greater Bendigo consultation process, 
where we heard some similar themes coming 
through. 

Separately, I’ve started speaking with people 
in the business and education sectors about 
putting ideas in motion to help address youth 
unemployment and retaining our great 
La Trobe University graduates in Bendigo, 
particularly those finishing with skills in 
technology and manufacturing.

It would be great to attract some of the bigger 
players in the intellectual technology and 
communication sectors to make Bendigo their 
home base for operations. However, one of the 
biggest issues currently is access to large lots of 
industrial land. It will take a community effort to 
overcome this challenge and ensure that we can 
keep our young people in Bendigo.

My main focus while on Council is working for 
and representing you and the concerns you have 
and the opportunities you see. So don’t hesitate to 
call or email me, or stop me in the street to have 
a chat.

Above: Cr Vaughan Williams speaking with 
Anne So, Manager Garlands Bakery, Kangaroo Flat.
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B R E A K F A S T

Enjoy a slow start with breakfast 
out at one of Bendigo’s many great 
quality cafes. Some suggestions: 

Old Green Bean, Sim’r Café, 
Good Loaf Sourdough Bakery 
and The Boardwalk.

BREAKFASTBREAKFAST
THE BOARDWALK BENDIGO

M O R N I N G

Head down to the Golden Dragon 
Museum to immerse yourself 
in Bendigo’s Chinese heritage. 
Highlights include Bendigo’s 
famous Imperial dragons, textiles 
and treasures, and the Yi Yuan 
Gardens (Gardens of Joy), which 
are based on the Imperial Palace 
in Beijing.

Got kids? Head to Eaglehawk 
Regional Play Space for an 

amazing, adventure-filled play 
experience.

Want something a bit different? 
Why not jump on your bike from 
Rosalind Park and head along 
the Bendigo Creek Trail, past 
Lake Weeroona and the Botanic 
Gardens to Bendigo Pottery, 
Australia’s oldest working pottery, 
where you can take a class or just 
browse the ceramics on display.

MORN INGEaglehawk Regional Play Space

L U N C H

Rosalind Park or Bendigo 
Botanic Gardens are our top 
picks for a relaxed picnic. Grab 
some delicious lunch items 
from Harvest Food and Wine, 
Bendigo Wholefoods, Edwards 
Providore, Bluebird Patisserie or 
PepperGreen Farm, or a takeaway 

lunch and coffee from a local café 
(try El Gordo, Percy and Percy or 
Hoogah) and head to one of these 
beautiful parks and find a shady 
spot to refuel. (If you decide to 
ride out to the Pottery, grab some 
lunch before you leave).

LunchLunch
EL GORDO

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE
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Tourist Tourist 
How long have you lived in Greater 
Bendigo? Have you ever taken the 
time to properly explore our city?

COVID-19 restrictions may have severely limited our overseas 

or interstate travel plans for the foreseeable future, but now 

is a great time to think about exploring your own backyard.

We have put together a day’s itinerary to  
help you experience some of what 
Greater Bendigo has to offer.

F O R  A  D A Y
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The children at Helen Jessen Early 
Learning Centre in Strathdale are 
most likely oblivious to the fact their 
lunches are prepared by a French chef, 
who traded in fine dining in Paris for a 
different kind of gastronomy in Bendigo.

Fabien Laville is the chef at the 
early learning centre who has 
previously worked in high-end 
establishments in Melbourne 
and Paris. He came to Australia 
to work, before he settled in 
Bendigo with his young family.

While ‘gastronomy’ can 
be about fine dining and 
expressing culture through 
food, one definition of 
gastronomy is ‘the practice 
or art of choosing, cooking 
and eating good food’. It is 
important to start this practice 
young, as it can have a lasting 
impact on our relationship to 
food and health.

In France, the midday school 
meal is a daily sit-down meal 
where healthy, fresh food 

is served. Ingredients are 
generally local and meals 
are prepared on site daily. 
Fabien is bringing some of 
that ethos to his work at the 
early learning centre, where he 
focuses on creating a simple, 
fresh, nutritious main meal 
every day. It is cooked at the 
centre and although Fabien 
says it’s nothing fancy, he 
does see it as an occasion for 
the children to try out new 
things and experiment with 
different dishes and vegetables 
that they might not encounter 
at home.

You can read more about this 
story and others from Bendigo 
City and Region of Gastronomy 
at bendigogastronomy.com.au/
stories 

Parisian chef cooks
for our littlest diners 
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D I N N E R

Bendigo has lots of amazing 
restaurants using local and 
regional produce to serve 
inventive and mouth-watering 
dishes. Masons is best known 
for a high-end meal, but other 
great alternatives include 
Ms Batterhams (located in a 

converted church on MacKenzie 
Street), the Woodhouse for a 
top-quality steak, or The 
Dispensary for an extensive 
drinks list and a cosy space. 
Afterwards, head to the Nimbus 
Rooftop Bar or Handle Bar for 
music and drinks.  

DinnerDinnerT H E  D I S P E N S A R Y

A F T E R N O O N

Drive out to the Great Stupa 
to explore the largest Buddhist 
monument in Australia and the 
beautiful Peace Park. Nearby are 
some great wineries, including 
Balgownie Estate and Sandhurst 
Ridge Winery.

Afterwards, head back into town 
for a stroll down Chancery Lane or 
View Street, grab a coffee, drink or 

check out the retail stores and go 
on a self-guided street art walk.

Stop by Uniquely Bendigo, 
located in the Bendigo Visitor 
Centre, to pick up some great 
local produce or a gift for yourself 
or someone special. Open 7-days, 
9am to 5pm or online at 
www.uniquelybendigo.com.au

T H E  G R E A T  S T U P A

AFTERNOON



Have you been missing 
the theatre? Keen to get 
back to enjoying the joy 
of live performing arts?

Whether it is an evening of fine music 
with Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, a 
dramatic romp with Bell Shakespeare’s 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, the 
profound beauty and power of Bangarra 
Dance Theatre, or the latest and greatest 

comedy or contemporary music concerts, 
there is something for everyone to enjoy 
at our venues this year.

After the extraordinary year that was 
2020, which presented unprecedented 
challenges for theatres and the 
performing arts sector across the nation, 
the team at Bendigo Venues & Events 
is thrilled to be able to host a varied 
season of fantastic quality performances 
for Greater Bendigo audiences.

In the coming months, highlights 
include Sydney Dance Company’s 

Impermanence, Opera Australia’s 
production of Carmen and Bangarra 
Dance Theatre’s SandSong. For the kids, 
there is Wolfgang’s Magical Circus and 
ZOOOM, which are sure to excite young 
audiences.

Bendigo Venues & Events warmly 
invites you to return to our remarkable 
performance venues to delight in 
local and nationally-produced art and 
entertainment. 

For all the events and to book, head to 
gotix.com.au 

Bendigo Venues & Events 2021 season 

WHAT’S 
ON

WOLFGANG’S 
MAGICAL MUSICAL 
CIRCUS
Straight from the score and 
onto the stage, the man 
known as Mozart appears 
amid a storm of tumbling 
and twirling, as musical 
mayhem and movement fuse 
in with a circus twist.

June 29-30, 2021 / 
Ulumbarra Theatre /  
gotix.com.au

ZOOOM BY PATCH THEATRE

Combining old school whimsy with 
state-of-the-art technology, ZOOOM is an 
enchanting story of a child alone in her 
bedroom, unable to sleep and curious to 
understand. 
June 1, 2021 / Ulumbarra Theatre /  
gotix.com.au

SYDNEY DANCE COMPANY PRESENTS 
IMPERMANENCE

Impermanence is Rafael Bonachela’s 
newest creation. Experience the power of 
dance and music performed live together, 
laden with meaning, and from devastation, 
find energy and hope.
May 22, 2021 / Ulumbarra Theatre /  
gotix.com.au

HEATHCOTE ON SHOW  

A special weekend when artisan 
winemakers, chefs, brewers and musicians 
welcome you to everything Heathcote has 
to offer. Enjoy exclusive wine tastings, 
music, gourmet food, and activities across 
the Heathcote township and region. 
June 12-14, 2021 / Heathcote /  
www.heathcoteonshow.com.au

BENDIGO ON THE HOP

Bendigo Beer’s annual event is Australia’s 
best and most unique winter beer festival. 
Meet and talk to the brewers, experience 
unique beers brewed just for this event 
and be entertained by live music.
August 28, 2021 / Bendigo city centre / 
www.bendigobeer.com

OPERA AUSTRALIA PRESENTS BIZET’S 
CARMEN 

Experience the thrilling Spanish colour 
and rhythms of Bizet’s vibrant score with 
Opera Australia’s singers, live chamber 
orchestra and a children’s chorus drawn 
from the local community. 
June 3, 2021 / Ulumbarra Theatre /  
gotix.com.au

LOVE SONG DEDICATIONS (WITHOUT 
RICHARD MERCER)

Join Tom and Bonnie on the ultimate quest 
to find the perfect love song. Part comedy 
show and part performance, this critically 
acclaimed and utterly charming show will 
take you on a ride one pop song at a time.
June 23, 2021 / The Capital / gotix.com.au

34 LIFESTYLE   
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want more 
birds in 
your garden?
Creating a wildlife-friendly garden is 
something we can all do, no matter 
how small or large our space is. 
With the right habitat features, 
even a courtyard or balcony can 
provide a home to a beautiful 
Marbled Gecko or a hungry 
New Holland Honeyeater.

Greater Bendigo is a ‘city in a forest’, right 
in the heart of Victorian Box and Ironbark 
country. Our native flora and fauna 
contribute to Bendigo’s unique character. 
An expansive system of parks and 
reserves provide wonderful opportunities 
to connect with nature through walking 
and cycling, and support various forms of 
wildlife, including birds.

Our gardens can also support wildlife and 
can often be a vital refuge particularly in 
times of drought.

The City of Greater Bendigo has 
developed the new Creating Wildlife-
friendly Gardens booklet to help 
residents design and plant gardens that 

will benefit local wildlife by providing 
food and shelter, as well as stepping 
stones so they can move freely across 
our landscapes. 

You can download a copy of 
Creating Wildlife-friendly Gardens 
at www.bendigo.vic.gov.au

Creating  
Wildlife-friendly  

Gardens

layers
Aim to create a mix of trees, shrubs, 
grasses and groundcovers of 
varying heights. Dead trees and 
shrubs can also provide habitat 
for many of our native wildlife. 
Likewise, a few logs, rocks, sticks, 
mulch and leaves on the ground 
can provide habitat for many local 
insects and lizards.

diversity
A wide variety of indigenous 
plants helps to provide a range of 
habitats, shelter and food sources 
for different wildlife. Aim to achieve 
a mixture of different plant heights, 
foliage densities (including open 
areas), plant surfaces (i.e. leaves 
and bark) and a range of species 
that flower throughout the year to 
provide a consistent supply of food.

food
Plants that produce nectar, pollen, 
fruit, seeds, leaves and roots 
provide food for many of our native 
animals. Insects provide food for 
birds, lizards, frogs and mammals, 
which in turn are a food source for 
reptiles and large, carnivorous birds 
such as kookaburras, butcherbirds 
and owls.

host plants
Some insects, such as butterflies, 
only lay their eggs on certain plants 
known as host plants. If you want 
butterflies to visit your garden, 
include host plants such as Wattles 
(Acacia species), Kangaroo Grass 
(Themeda triandra) or Everlasting 
Daisies (Xerochrysum species).

top tips for 
designing a 
wildlife-friendly 
garden

gb quiz answers!
1. True!  2. Daisy Dolls  3. In the QEO car park  4. 2010  5. Connect Greater Bendigo  6. True!  7. C – 10km  8. False – unfortunately they can no longer be placed in your 
recycling bin  9. Green Flag award  10. Epsom Huntly Recreation Reserve




