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WELCOME FROM THE MAYOR
Spring brings with it a sense of renewal and in the COVID-19 pandemic era of lockdowns, there has been plenty 
of time for people to think about their priorities and lifestyle choices.

The idea of a ‘tree change’ for many has 
developed into putting a ‘For sale’ sign 
out the front of their metropolitan abode, 
packing up and moving out to the regions. 

From a Councillor perspective, it makes 
us think what do people want out of their 
move? But equally, what do our residents 
want for themselves post-COVID? 

It’s timely that the pandemic coincides 
with Local Governments across Victoria 
undertaking legislated planning that will 
support community priorities into the 
future. Since February this year we have 
been asking our community what it values 
most about living in Greater Bendigo now 
and what would make it an even better 
place to live in 30 years’ time. 

In October, Council will consider for 
adoption a four-year Council Plan, four-
year Public Health and Wellbeing Plan, 
and 10-year Financial Plan. Importantly, 
the impacts of climate change must be 
factored into these plans. This planning 
will set up our community for further 
success and support continued 
delivery of services and projects. 

During the last term of Council, 
I put forward a Notice of 
Motion that acknowledged 
the urgency for action on both 
the climate and biodiversity 
crises. To progress this, we 
have been updating and 
evolving our 2016-2021 
Environment Strategy, 
which has become 
the Climate Change 
and Environment 

Strategy 2021-2026. This renewed strategy 
will help drive a more rapid and local 
response to these critical issues. 

We have also been busily increasing our 
tree planting program associated with 
the Greening Greater Bendigo Strategy. 
We have doubled our annual street tree 
plantings to 2,600 trees per year and we 
will go one further in 2022, by increasing 
our plantings to 3,000 trees per year. By 
investing in a shadier and greener Greater 
Bendigo today, we are building more 
buffers for the future.

When it comes down to dollars and cents, 
the Budget process now has criteria to 
consider climate change impacts for 
capital projects. This means all new 
buildings and infrastructure need to 
consider their contribution to Council’s 
greenhouse gas emissions. This allows 
us to make immediate changes to our 
investment decisions and thus reduce 
future climate impacts.

Our car fleet is also moving in a green 
direction with the purchase of electric 

vehicles. You may have seen 
the mayoral vehicle around 
town with the statement 
‘Accelerating into the future 
with electricity’. It’s one step 
forward. You can see a photo 
on page 21.

Greater Bendigo has 
also joined the 

Victorian Energy 
Collaboration with 
46 other councils. 
This partnership 

allows us to purchase 100 per cent of 
our electricity from renewable sources 
for the next 10 years. This collective 
investment is enabling the construction 
of two wind farms in Victoria – which is 
highly impressive and shows the power of 
collective action. However, we won’t stop 
there, as there’s always more to do with 
increasing our efficiency and retrofitting 
our buildings.  

If you’re passionate about preserving our 
environment, you can help. The Bendigo 
Climate Collaboration will launch soon 
with a focus on our collective climate 

actions, our environment and our local 
economy. It’s our big chance to work 
together – government, business and 
community – to reduce our emissions and 
realise Council’s vision of zero emissions 
for Greater Bendigo.

We can plan and design the Greater 
Bendigo we want in the future, right now. 
So, let’s build that legacy the younger 
generations will inherit and create a 
climate-resilient community. Hands up, 
who wants to participate?

Mayor Cr Dr Jennifer Alden

CONTACT THE CITY OF GREATER BENDIGO

Main office 
15 Hopetoun Street, Bendigo

Postal 
PO Box 733, Bendigo 3552

Telephone 
5434 6000 

Hearing or speech impaired? 
Call via National Relay Service on 133 677

Email 
requests@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Website 
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au

After hours/emergency number 
5434 6000

Operating hours 
8.30am - 5pm, Monday to Friday

Follow us

Want to read this document in an alternative format?  The City is committed to 
providing documents that are easy to read for all. If you would like to read the 
magazine in an alternative format e.g. large print or text only, contact Customer 
Service on 5434 6000 or requests@bendigo.vic.gov.au and we will endeavour to 
service your request in the quickest time possible.

In the event of a COVID-19 lockdown, Customer Service Centres in Bendigo and 
Heathcote may close in line with Victorian Government regulations.

Looking good Bendigo!
Have you got a great photo of 
Bendigo? Submit your image to 
gbmag@bendigo.vic.gov.au and you 
might just see it featured here next 
edition.

Photo of Lake Weeroona submitted by 
April Gayeta.
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Build and 
sustain - 
supporting our 
community’s 
recovery
The City’s 2021/2022 Budget 
has been adopted by Council 
and includes $55.3M in capital 
works to build and maintain 
critical infrastructure and $202M 
to continue to provide essential 
services to our community.

COVID-19 recovery $2M 
response package
The COVID-19 pandemic continues to cause significant 
disruption to the Greater Bendigo economy and place 
financial strain on many households and businesses.

The City has included a comprehensive response in the 
2021/2022 Budget to provide continued support and help 
during the region’s COVID-19 recovery. 

• $729,000 for new business improvement grants 

• $265,000 for additional event attraction to boost the 
visitor economy

• $155,000 for marketing the Greater Bendigo region via 
targeted tourism and event campaigns

• Deferral of rates payments with no interest for those 
experiencing financial hardship, valued at $275,000 as part 
of an extended COVID-19 Financial Hardship Policy

• Around 400 fees and charges will either be waived or 
frozen for the second year in a row, valued at $576,000

Rates and fees

• The 2021/2022 Budget includes a 1.5 
per cent rate increase in line with the 
Victorian Government’s Fair Go Rates 
System

• Decrease to the farm rate

• Due to rising landfill fees levied by the 
Environment Protection Authority, the 
general waste charge will increase. For 
a property with a 140L bin, this equates 
to an extra $27 (the City does not make a 
profit from collecting waste)

• Recycling and organic waste charges will 
also increase by 1.5 per cent

• Relief from local laws and environmental 
health fees for businesses experiencing 
financial hardship

• Freeze on parking fees, swimming pool 
entry and fees to hire community facilities

• Individuals and businesses experiencing 
financial hardship can apply for a rates 
deferral or enter a longer-term payment 
plan

THE CITY OF GREATER BENDIGO 2021/2022 ADOPTED BUDGET
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A crane on Bendigo’s skyline at the site of the new 
Bendigo Law Courts has signalled the next chapter  
in development of the city centre.

Site preparation also continues for the 
start of main works on Bendigo GovHub, 
so it’s important that we’re patient as a 
community while progress is being made.

To accommodate these developments, 
short-term change is inevitable but I do 
believe that overall it is an exciting time 
for our city.

The Law Courts and GovHub, together 
with the Bendigo TAFE expansion, 
represent an investment of more than 
$300M by the Victorian Government in the 
future of central Bendigo.

As we live with the ongoing impacts of 
COVID-19, work continuing on these 
sites provides a shot of optimism for our 
community, creating hundreds of jobs 
during construction then ongoing jobs 
in the new buildings, as well as more 
jobs in our local economy to service the 
additional activity.

We’ve also seen media reports 
of booming house prices 
locally, which highlights 
Greater Bendigo is the place 
to be and people can see a 
future for themselves in our 
city and region.

To accommodate these 
projects, motorists and 
pedestrians will notice 
a change in traffic 
conditions in the 
northern-end of 
the city centre. 
Wherever possible, 
project managers 
will share 
information ahead 
of time but where 
there are road 

closures or changes to parking, it is in the 
best interests of people’s safety and to 
limit impacting on construction timelines.

To support the delivery of the Law Courts 
and GovHub, there has been some losses 
and gains of carparks in nearby streets, 
but overall 20 additional all-day bays 
have been created in the area.

The new all-day bays have been 
converted from time-restricted bays 
that were previously underutilised. They 
are located in Myers, Mundy, Chapel, 
Bramble, Larritt, McCrae, Joseph and 
McLaren Streets. Work to identify further 
opportunities to convert underused car 
parks is ongoing. 

The City of Greater Bendigo has 
temporarily allocated bays to contractors 
over the life of the projects, so as there 
are less trucks parked on our roads, less 
disruption to traffic and to support the 
COVID-safe requirements for construction 

staff on site.

We are receiving compensation 
for the use of these bays and the 
majority, except for about two bays, 
will be returned for community use 
when the projects are completed.

It will be a matter of temporary 
growing pains while this new 

wave of development takes 
place and delivers a 

once-in-a-generation 
opportunity to 
revitalise our city 
centre.

Craig Niemann,  
Chief Executive 
OfficerTo view the 2021/2022 Budget,  

visit www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/budget

Funding for new projects

• $3.2M will be spent on the 
Kennington Pavilion upgrade 
(Harry Trott oval)

• $1.5M towards new recreational 
facilities at Catherine McAuley 
College, Junortoun for school and 
community use  

• $1M contribution towards the 
construction of the $7M Bendigo 
Botanic Gardens Central Hub 
Precinct 

• $1.5M for the first stage of the 
Municipal Baths redevelopment, a 
key initiative of the Rosalind Park 
Masterplan

• Stage 1 funding for renewal of 
Bendigo Skate Park at its new 
location, Ewing Park

• Significant renewal works at 
Faith Leech and Brennan Park 
swimming pools

Critical infrastructure 
investment

• $13.6M towards renewing local 
roads

• $1.3M on bridges

• $3.2M for drainage works

• $3M on new and existing 
footpaths and shared paths

• $3.8M for infrastructure like 
sports field lighting, playgrounds, 
bus shelters and public furniture 
such as park benches

Services for the community

The $202M operating Budget 
will continue to fund early years 
services, waste collection, street 
cleaning, maintenance of our 
fantastic parks, gardens and 
recreation facilities, environmental 
health, statutory planning, road 
maintenance, tourism and visitor 
services, Bendigo Art Gallery, The 
Capital and Ulumbarra theatres 
and much more. 

2021
2022

City of Greater Bendigo

Budget 2021/2022

Greater Bendigo - Creating the  

world’s most liveable community

THE CITY OF GREATER BENDIGO 2021/2022 ADOPTED BUDGET
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The City of Greater Bendigo is looking for enthusiastic 
volunteers to get involved and help support a range of 
services and activities that benefit the community.

Greater Bendigo is a wonderful place 
where you can make strong connections 
in the community through volunteering. 
At the City, a wide variety of services are 
available to the community thanks to the 
extraordinary work of volunteers who are 
happy and keen to offer a helping hand 
in their free time. In return, they have 
discovered the many joys that come with 
volunteering at the City. 

Volunteers are involved in many City 
services, including supporting Home 
Support Services, the Bendigo Animal 
Relief Centre, Youth Services, Resource 
Recovery and Education, Bendigo Art 
Gallery, The Capital and Ulumbarra 
theatres, Bendigo and Heathcote Visitor 
Centres, Bendigo Easter Festival, 
Bendigo Writers Festival and other major 
community events, land care and the 
environment.  

Up to 500 volunteers give their time to 
support a range of City services and 
contribute around 2,500 hours per month 
or 30,000 hours a year (in pre-pandemic 
times). By volunteering with the City, you 
will meet people of all ages and from all 
walks of life, and it’s also an opportunity to 
make people feel welcome while providing 
valuable City services.  

It is a wonderful and enjoyable way to give 
back to the community, stay connected 
with a hobby or passion, connect with 
others, and enjoy a sense of purpose and 
belonging. There are numerous health 
studies that prove volunteering it is also 
good for your health and wellbeing, and 
can help you to become more active 
mentally and physically. 

New volunteers are fully supported and 
will receive an induction and training. You 
will also learn COVID-safe practices to 
keep you, other staff and the community 
safe.  

You can also benefit by:   
• Creating new professional networks and 

friendships 
• Developing transferable skills that could 

assist you when it comes to finding a 
new job 

• Increasing your skills and self-
confidence, and identifying new 
strengths 

• Being part of the City’s vibrant arts and 
culture events, festivals and attractions  

• Contributing to the community in a 
supportive environment  

• Enjoying yourself while you volunteer  

volunteering
GIVE BACK TO YOUR COMMUNITY THROUGH

Dale Little

Some City volunteers have offered their insights on why they 
like volunteering to support City services  

Kevin Bell is a volunteer at the 
Heathcote Visitor Information Centre  

“I look forward to my four-hour shift 
at the Heathcote Visitor Information 
Centre each week. It connects you 
with all sorts of people from all 
walks of life. You feel like you are 
part of a family, and it is a warm and 
friendly atmosphere. The anticipation 
of wondering who is going to come 
through the door is exciting. I’ve also 
learnt new skills on the computer that 
I didn’t have before and discovered so 
much about Heathcote.”  

Dale Little is a Guide at Bendigo Art 
Gallery  

“The Bendigo Art Gallery is a 
wonderful venue to be a member of 
a volunteer team. As well as being 
able to enjoy the collection, as a Guide 
I get to meet diverse visitors to the 
Gallery and introduce the collection 
to them. On a personal level, being a 
Guide offers opportunities to interact 
with staff and to continue learning 
new things and skills as exhibitions 
and displays change, and to share this 
learning with like-minded people.”  

Elly Jukes is a volunteer at Bendigo 
Venues and Events  

“As a lover of the arts, volunteering 
at Bendigo’s beautiful theatres is a 
privilege. The receiving far outweighs 
the giving. It is showing off our 
amazing venues and working in 
cooperation with those whose job it is 
to bring the wonderful performances 
that we as a region get to enjoy locally. 
There is also the bonus of making new 
friendships. The time is given very 
willingly and the gain is all mine.”

Elly Jukes

Kevin Bell
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With COVID-19 still very much part of our lives, 
digital technology and the internet have become 
increasingly important – even essential. As we go 
in and out of lockdown, many of us have come to 
rely on the internet to stay in touch with friends 
and family, keep up-to-date with news, pay bills, 
shop, stay entertained and more. 

For many of us this is easy enough to manage but 
for some people lockdowns have meant isolation, 
and using a smartphone is confusing and the 
internet is daunting.

But your local library is here to help!

Through the Be Connected program, Goldfields 
Libraries is working with older Australians to 
increase their digital skills and confidence with 
small group workshops.

“People with low tech skills can often feel 
isolated or disengaged from their family and 
local community, and this has been increasingly 
prevalent during the pandemic,” Goldfields Libraries’ 
Manager of Engagement Lucy Mayes said. 

So, what exactly can Be Connected sessions help 
with?

• Talking to and seeing friends and family

• Keeping up-to-date with what’s happening in 
your community and around the world

• Connecting with old friends or finding new 
friends who share your interests

• Buying, selling and paying bills online – safely 
and securely

• Being safe while online

For more information or to book into a free 
session, please phone 5449 2700 or visit  
www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au/beconnected

Thank you to the Australian Government for 
providing funding to make these sessions possible.

For those under 50 who would like tech help, 
please get in touch to book a one-on-one session 
at your local library. 

www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au

Enjylmar Yaba is a volunteer at the City's plant nursery 

“I am from the Philippines and moved to Bendigo five years ago. I 
am studying Certificate III in Horticulture and have the passion to 
look after plants. I volunteer at the City's plant nursery. Volunteering 
helps me to learn more about pruning, maintaining plants, how to 
collect seeds and learn how the nursery operates. Personally, it has 
helped me to build my confidence and enhance my ability to perform 
my tasks properly in this industry. Most of all, it is attaining my goal 
to help my own community. I applied online and met with City staff 
Greg and Graeme, and they made it easy for me to fit volunteering 
into my busy schedule. All you have 
to do is go online and search 
which area interests you for a 
volunteer role.”    

The City is looking for new volunteers to join our wonderful team. 
If you are interested head to www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/volunteers 
to discover some exciting opportunities. 

Free tech 
help for 
seniors



BY MAURIE SHARKEY

As a long-term resident of 
the Bagshot-Goornong area, I 
really appreciate the strength 
and importance of small rural 
communities to Greater Bendigo. 

You won’t find it written anywhere 
but living in a rural area comes with 
an accountability and an acceptance 
to be involved in making things 
happen in your community. 

My forebears came from Ireland to 
the Bendigo Goldfields, selecting 
land in Bagshot and Goornong and 
we have gradually expanded our 
farm over many generations.

I am a fourth-generation farmer 
and have seen the area change 
from rural to intensive farming and 
farmlet development, welcoming 
commuter residents. The growth of 
Fosterville Mine (approximately 750 
employees) has had a significant 
impact, as have other operations 
such as hay pressing plant Gilmacs. 

I grew up in Bagshot going to a 
school with between 15 and 30 

students. Many of us rode our bikes 
to school each day. After finishing 
Year 12 at Marist Brothers College 
Bendigo, I returned to work on our 
farm. 

I qualified as a professional Wool 
Classer, working in wool sheds 
around the region. Sport was always 
a great interest for me, playing 
football, cricket, golf and bowls. 
My involvement meant more than 
playing, I was coach, captain 
and involved in administration 
of clubs and associations, and 
represented Bendigo in both 
cricket and football. 

After marrying, I moved to the 
Goornong-Barnadown area where 
Carol and I raised four children 
who went to Goornong Primary 
School and then into Bendigo. 
Carol and I believe we gave them 
two gifts – a good education and a 
work ethic, both of which have been 
invaluable to them.

My pathway to Local Government 
started with involvement in local 
organisations and issues, such 
as better grain storages, flood 
mitigation, support for the 
agricultural sector, and mining 
expansion into the area. 

WHAT I       ABOUT GREATER BENDIGO...

“When you live in a 
rural area you’ve got 
to put up your hand.“

– where the community  
makes the difference

Barnadown Maurie and  
Carol Sharkey.
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“I have a special 
understanding and 
regard for the many 
volunteers in small 
communities who are 
their lifeblood.”

I was a Councillor for nearly 15 
years at Huntly Shire and then the 
City of Greater Bendigo, and Mayor 
at both Councils. In between, I was 
a Commissioner during the Council 
amalgamation process, which brought 
together the City of Bendigo, Borough 
of Eaglehawk and Shires of Huntly, 
Marong, Strathfieldsaye and part of the 
Shire of McIvor. 

Amalgamation gave Bendigo a unified 
voice, solved many unsolved issues but 
also presented challenges like drawing 
together six different accounting 
systems, having to rationalise staff and 
operations, as well as providing required 
infrastructure. 

Big decisions made during 
the time of Commissioners 
included relocating the 
saleyards from Epsom 
to Huntly, Council taking on the 
management of Bendigo Art Gallery 
and The Capital theatre, facilitating the 
development of the Marketplace and 
securing the historic Bendigo Post Office 
so it could become the Bendigo Visitor 
Centre and Post Office Gallery.

Over the years I have worked with Prime 
Ministers, Premiers, Ministers, Members 
of Parliament and department heads to 
ensure the best outcomes for Bendigo. 

But back to my original point, when you 
live in a rural area you’ve got to put up 
your hand. I was pleased to also use 
my skills further afield, including on the 
VicRoads Advisory Board, as a member 
of Livestock Saleyards of Victoria, Chair 
of the Calder Highway Improvement 
Committee (representing Councils from 
Hume to Mildura), with the Bendigo 
Football League, Bendigo Agricultural 
Society, Bendigo Regional Development 
Board and many other committees. 

Over this time I have gathered an 
appreciation of the work done by many 
great organisations and people. I have a 
special understanding and regard for the 
many volunteers in small communities 
who are their lifeblood. They make their 
communities. 

Above: The Sharkey family.

Above left: Former Commissioners - 
Maxine Crouch, Maurie Sharkey and  
Peter Ross-Edwards.

Bagshot State School.
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The Heathcote Dementia Village project is ready to take 
another step forward after a feasibility study found it is 
a perfect fit to be built in the Heathcote community. 

Investigations tested demand, economic 
viability, location and community appetite, 
and the project passed with flying colours. 

The four main findings were:

-  There is significant current and 
future demand for dementia beds or 
accommodation in the region, which 
takes in locations up to 1.5 hours from 
Heathcote. The study found there could 
be a shortage of up to 10,000 dementia 
care places in five years’ time in the 
region

-  It is a viable project for the Heathcote 
area that will deliver strong economic 
returns for a potential investor and for 
the care organisation operating the 
village

-  Heathcote’s location in central Victoria 
and the town’s infrastructure makes 
it easy to access and the size of the 
town means it will be easy for those 
living in the village to integrate into the 
community, if they are able

-  The Heathcote community is supportive 
of the project

Project Committee Chair Stephen Trompp 
said it had taken many years to get to this 
point.

“The project was first an idea seven years 
ago then advocacy, first led by the City 
of Greater Bendigo and with the support 
of key community members, helped to 
attract $150,000 in Victorian Government 
funding in 2017 to investigate if the idea 
of a dementia village could work,” Mr 
Trompp said. 

“Since that time conversations have 
continued with all key stakeholders 
and further funding of $75,000 has 
been received from Kirkland Lake Gold 
Fosterville Mine to progress negotiations 
with operators and the detailed planning 
phase.  

“The feasibility study found Heathcote is 
basically a ‘Goldilocks town’, not too big 
and not too small, and well supported by 
services like Heathcote Health. But most 
importantly, the community here very 
much wants the village to be built. 

“It is expected the village will create over 
300 full time jobs across the region during 
the initial stages of development and 260 
ongoing jobs, which is very significant. 

“The project is also expected to inject up 
to $15M annually into local and regional 
economies on completion.  

“We are now in discussions with Council to 
understand the planning requirements for 
the project, but this can be done while we 
start engaging the aged care market and 
meet with potential operators.” 

Kirkland Lake Gold Vice President 
Operations Australia, Ion Hann, said 
the company saw great potential in 
construction of a dementia village in 
Heathcote.

“Our Community Partnership Program 
was established in 2020 and aims to 
assist the regions where we operate 
to grow and flourish, particularly given 
the impacts of COVID-19. This project 
embodies everything we aim to support 
– communities coming together to help 
each other. We believe this project will be 
transformative for the entire region and 
set a new standard of care in Australia,” 
Mr Hann said. 

ABOUT THE DEMENTIA VILLAGE

The Heathcote Dementia Village, 
known as Gilbruk Place, will 
deliver a purpose-built dementia 
care community where residents 
can live in familiar surroundings in 
small housing groups with access 
to the bush setting, gardens and 
in-village hairdresser, cafés, 
mini-mart and local shopping 
precinct. The project is based on 
the successful Dutch de Hogeweyk 
Village model. Residents’ daily 
care will be supported by the 
latest dementia care technology to 
maximise quality day-to-day living. 
In preparation, Heathcote business 
owners are already learning how 
to welcome, serve and care for 
residents in the community living 
with dementia. 

Heathcote Dementia 
Village next steps

“The feasibility study 
found Heathcote is 
basically a ‘Goldilocks 
town’, not too big and 
not too small.”



Periodontal disease is caused by bacteria 
in the mouth. It lurks below the gumline 
and damages the gums, bone and other 
supporting structures of the teeth. Most 
owners don’t think to check their pet’s 
teeth regularly and therefore often don’t 
realise there is a problem until 
periodontal disease becomes 
quite advanced. 

Advanced periodontal disease not only 
causes pain and discomfort when your 
pet eats but it can also lead to tooth root 
abscesses. It also increases the risk of 
heart, kidney and liver disease as the 
bacterial toxins from the mouth travel 

through the bloodstream and 
damage these 

organs. 

The good news is there are several ways 
you can look after your pet’s oral health to 
prevent the onset of periodontal disease 
and avoid expensive dental procedures. 
Obviously, the best time to start is as 
young as possible, but if you have an 
older pet it’s never too late to implement 
preventative dental care! 

Depending on the stage of periodontal 
disease, an older pet may need a dental 
procedure performed under general 
anaesthesia by a vet before commencing 
preventative measures. 

Do not fall for the trap of anaesthesia-free 
dental procedures as these are unsafe 
and stressful for pets, and do not allow 
the teeth to be cleaned below the gums 
where much of the bacteria is hidden. 

Like with humans, tooth brushing is the 
gold standard way to keep dental disease 
at bay for your pet, and veterinary clinics 
and pet stores all stock pet toothpastes 
and brushes. It can take some time for 
pets to learn the routine but most will 
tolerate it with little hassle. Around six 
months of age is the best time to start, 

as teething puppies and kittens will have 
sensitive gums and will find the brushing 
painful. 

If tooth brushing is not feasible for you, 
water additives, prescription diets and 
dental chews are all good ways to keep 
your pet’s dental health in good shape. 
The Veterinary Oral Health Council (vohc.
org) has a list of approved products you 
can check out or speak to your regular vet 
at your pet’s next check-up.  

“Doggy breath” is not actually a thing 
and a bad smell probably means there’s 
some periodontal disease happening. So, 
go on, have a peek in your pet’s mouth. 
If you notice inflamed gums, plaque 
development or an offensive odour, then 
it is a good time for a visit to your vet 
to discuss your options. Your pet will be 
much happier and live a longer life when 
you take care of their teeth. 

BARC’s Resident Veterinary Nurse Erin Eddy is 
advising pet owners to take some time to check 
inside their pet’s mouth, as around 85 per cent 
of dogs and cats over the age of four years old 
have some form of periodontal disease. 

It’s time to 
check your pet’s 
dental health

Like with humans, 
tooth brushing is the 
gold standard way to 
keep dental disease 
at bay for your pet!
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Four-year-old kindergarten, delivered in 
the year before a child goes to school, is 
15 hours a week of play-based learning 
that is available to families.

Funded three-year-old kindergarten is 
rolling out in stages and will be available 
for the first time state-wide from next year.

A quality kindergarten program will have 
more of an impact for children who start 
at age three than those who start at four.

Learning programs led by teachers are 
even more important for children who 
are in vulnerable circumstances. Young 
children learn about the world through 

play. It gives children the opportunity 
to use their imagination and practise 
important skills. It also helps their 
social and emotional development, and 
wellbeing. 

In a kindergarten program, children use 
play to build their language skills and 
learn about numbers and patterns. They 
also learn how to get along with others, 
share, listen and manage their emotions. 
Teachers and educators help children 
become curious, creative and confident 
about learning.

Kindergarten programs are designed 
to meet the needs of local families and 

all kindergarten programs work with 
the Victorian Early Years Learning and 
Development Framework to ensure they 
are appropriate for children’s ages, needs 
and interests.

Children eligible for the Early Start 
Kindergarten program can still access 
15 hours of free kindergarten each week 
throughout the roll-out period. Early Start 
Kindergarten is available for children who 
are either Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait 
Islander, known to Child Protection or 
have been referred by Child Protection to 
Child FIRST. 

KINDER FOR 

YEAR OLDS
three

In 2022, two years of funded kindergarten programs will be available across Greater Bendigo, which means families can access government-subsidised play-based learning programs from when their child turns three years old. Victoria is the only state or territory in the nation to introduce this state-wide reform.

For further information visit the 

Victorian Department of Education 

and Training website www.education.

vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/

three-year-old-kinder.aspx or Loddon 

Mallee Preschool Association at  

www.lmpa.org.au 



Footpath renewal in Palmerston 
Street, Quarry Hill is nearing 

completion. Estimated cost $94,000.

FREE! 
for3

Three great things to  
do for free this spring!

1 Wander through Greater 
Bendigo’s beautiful bushland 
areas this spring and check 
out the many wildflowers that 
abound at this fantastic time of 
the year.

2 Explore the City’s dog parks at 
Harcourt Park, Allingham Street 
Reserve, Truscott Park and 
Heathcote where your pooch can 
exercise and socialise while you 
chat to other dog owners.

3 Do a workout on the outdoor 
exercise equipment at Kangaroo 
Flat or Long Gully. 

Works underway in Childers Street, Elmore 
to repair a severely eroded drainage outlet 
at Campaspe River are nearing completion. 

Estimated cost $110,000.

Drainage works in Canterbury Gardens, Eaglehawk will see a diversion 
pipe connected to capture stormwater that previously bypassed the lake. 
Estimated cost $186,000.

BENDIGO

Bendigo Airport entrance - 
intersection upgrade

Hargreaves Street - footpath renewal

Barkly Street/Bancroft Street  
- roundabout and other upgrades

Olinda Street - footpath renewal

EPPALOCK 

Axedale-Kimbolton Road 
 - road reconstruction

FLORA HILL 

Wolstencroft Reserve - capping 
works

GOLDEN SQUARE 

Bendigo Creek, Laurel to 
Booth Streets - southern wall 
redevelopment

KANGAROO FLAT

Lauren Court - reconstruction of 
drainage

WHAT’S IN 
THE WORKS?
As part of the Council’s commitment 
to deliver improved infrastructure, 
a range of works are currently 
underway or have recently 
been completed.
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Work underway on new  
Botanic Gardens Central Hub Precinct
Construction work has commenced on the $7M Bendigo Botanic Gardens Central Hub Precinct – an exciting 
cultural project for Greater Bendigo that will enhance the flow of the existing gardens and provide unique visitor 
experiences that encourage people to connect and interact with the landscape and the Bendigo Creek. 

The project includes construction of:
• A new (660m2) timber-clad Visitor 

Centre building with provision for 
a café/function centre, community 
rooms and public facilities (five toilets, 
one compliant with the Disability 
Discrimination Act)

• New gardens with an indigenous focus 
(1ha)

• Gathering and educational spaces
• Wetlands and ponds
• Refurbishment of bridge across Bendigo 

Creek
• Stormwater harvesting system
• New formalised entrance to the Bendigo 

Botanic Gardens

The Central Hub Precinct is the next 
stage of the award-winning Garden for 
the Future redevelopment, which opened 
in April 2018 and was a key action of the 
award-winning 2010 Bendigo Botanic 
Gardens Masterplan.

It is being constructed on one hectare 
of vacant land located at the bottom of 
Hamelin Street, between the heritage 
gardens and Garden for the Future to 
provide a connection between both 
gardens.  

A void currently exists between the 
heritage gardens and the Garden for 
the Future and the new precinct, when 
completed, will provide a seamless 

transition between both the old and the 
new gardens. It really is the missing link.

The project has had input from Dja 
Dja Wurrung Enterprises, which has 
contributed to various aspects of the 
overall design. Dja Dja Wurrung people 
have an ongoing connection to the land 
and waterways of the Bendigo Creek and 
surrounding areas, and their input is vital 
when relating to Country. It is hoped the 
new precinct will provide opportunities to 
serve as a gathering space for Indigenous 
events, educational experiences, and the 
celebration of Indigenous culture and 
language through interpretation and 
storytelling.

The project will 
support over 50 
construction jobs and 
nine permanent jobs 
through the operation 
of the café and ongoing 
maintenance of the 
gardens.
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This exciting project will enhance Greater 
Bendigo and the wider region’s arts and 
recreation strengths by providing opportunities 
for social participation, lifelong learning, cultural 
enrichment and enhanced physical and mental 
health. It will also be a place for residents and 
visitors to attend events, recreate, learn, play, 
eat, drink and enjoy.

The project will support over 50 construction 
jobs and nine permanent jobs through the 
operation of the café and ongoing maintenance 
of the gardens. It will also meet our growing 
region’s demand for a large, high quality park. In 

addition, it will build upon Bendigo’s 
current tourist offering of art 

and culture, goldfields cultural 
heritage, food and wine, and 
cycling and walking trails.

An important aim of the project is to raise 
community awareness of environmental 
issues, especially climate change as the plant 
collections will tell the story of plants relevant to 
the region, both indigenous and those suited to 
current and projected climate.

The $7M project has been generously funded by 
$3.75M from the Victorian Government Building 
Works package, $1.75M from the Australian 
Government Local Roads and Community 
Infrastructure Program, $550,000 from the 
Department of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning, and $1M from the City of Greater 
Bendigo. A further $10,000 contribution from 
Friends of the Bendigo Botanic Gardens assisted 
with the design of the project. 

Work on the project is expected to be completed 
in June 2022. 

Victoria is transitioning to a new 
Accessible Parking Permit Scheme 
(formerly Disabled Parking Permits) 
and online administration system.
This means Greater Bendigo residents and organisations 
that require a new permit or need to renew or replace a 
permit, must now use the new Department of Transport-
run application process.

If your application is unsuccessful you will receive a 
letter from the Department of Transport explaining 
why your application was declined. If you wish to 
dispute the eligibility criteria of the scheme or scheme 
operation, you can request an explanation by emailing 
accessibleparking@roads.vic.gov.au

If you don’t have internet access you can ask a family 
member, carer, friend, GP or a neighbour to help you 
complete the online form, or you can visit a local library 
and use the free computers available.  

A paper-based version of the application is also available 
from the City of Greater Bendigo’s Customer Service Centres 
for people with no access to mobile phones or the internet.  

Further information regarding the new scheme and its 
operation is available via the Accessible Parking Victoria 
webpage at www.accessibleparking.vic.gov.au 

Start your application online at  
www.accessibleparking.vic.gov.au

You’ll receive an application reference number 
via SMS

Take your reference number to your GP or 
occupational therapist

Your GP or occupational therapist will complete 
an online assessment and submit your 
application

Your application will be assessed by the 
Department of Transport

The City of Greater Bendigo will provide 
information to the Department of Transport 
regarding your permit history

If your application is successful, the Department 
of Transport will send your permit in the mail

2

3

4

5

6

7

1

So how do individuals apply for or 
renew their permits?

Applying for a 
Disabled Parking 
Permit has chchaanged! nged! 
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Bendigo Airport is one of Greater 
Bendigo’s most enviable assets, with 
its convenient location and ease of 
flying to Sydney. 

Vicki Bayliss has worked at the City of Greater Bendigo for 14 
years and took over as Bendigo Airport Manager in June. She 
explains what goes on at the airport each day to deliver a first-
class service. 

HOW IS YOUR NEW ROLE? 

I love my role as the Bendigo Airport Manager for so many 
reasons. I am incredibly lucky to work with such a wonderful 
team who play a key role in delivering our airport services 
around the clock, every day of the year. Integral to the role is 
connecting Bendigo to other destinations and providing a facility 
for critical emergency services. 

I really enjoy being responsible for the regulatory and 
compliance requirements at the site and that is always my 
priority each day.  

My day involves a variety of activities. I liaise with a range of 
stakeholders, negotiate leases, and improve systems and 
processes to support the team’s operations. A significant 
role is to advocate for funding for future expansion/
growth at Bendigo Airport and ensure the team has 
the resources and support to ensure the site remains 
compliant. 

SERVICE IN THE SPOTLIGHT: BENDIGO AIRPORT

HIGH
HOPES  
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HOW MANY STAFF ARE AT 
THE AIRPORT?  

There is a team of four responsible 
for conducting a daily ‘aerodrome 
serviceability inspection’ to ensure 
the aerodrome is safe and all required 
regulatory controls are in place and 
operating well. Our community may 
not be aware that the City manages the 
entire site, so there are always plenty 
of maintenance tasks to be completed. 
Staff from other parts of the organisation 
assist at the site by providing advice, 
expertise and getting involved for larger 
maintenance projects.  

Maintenance works can be varied such 
as repairing fences and mowing grass 
areas, to pruning trees that are close to 
the specified airspace safety zone where 
planes approach and land. Staff are 
also responsible for keeping the aircraft 
movement areas clear of debris and free 
of issues.  

People may not realise that our ground 
staff also monitor activities in the city 
that can affect our aviation requirements, 
particularly high temporary objects such 
as cranes. Pilots in the air are informed 
of any large objects that need to be 

considered when approaching or 
taking off from Bendigo 

Airport.  

WHEN DO FLIGHTS COME IN?

The airport is open 24/7 and emergency 
services can use the airport in response 
to an emergency at any time. QantasLink 
operates flights between Bendigo and 
Sydney on a regular daily basis (which 
may change in response to COVID-19 
restrictions). The airport also caters for 
general aviation activities daily such 
as those who fly for a hobby together 
with flight training operators, including 
RMIT University’s Flight School. These 
operators only perform flight circuit 
training between 7am and 10pm each 
night.  

WHAT EMERGENCY SERVICES 
USE THE AIRPORT?  

The community benefits from having 
emergency services on site ready to 
assist someone in need, which is a vital, 
essential service. Bendigo Airport works 
with different services and covers:  

• Air ambulance helicopter emergency 
response

• Patient transfers – road ambulance 
collecting or delivering a patient to the 
ambulance plane 

• Department of Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning fire response  

• CFA also has a presence at times but is 
not permanently based in Bendigo 

• Victoria Police also use the airport when 
required 

WHY IS THE AIRPORT 
IMPORTANT FOR GREATER 
BENDIGO? 

Bendigo Airport is a huge asset not only 
for our Greater Bendigo community but 
also for surrounding regions, so the 
catchment area is wide. Our community 
and our local businesses benefit strongly 
from the Qantas service. It saves on 
lengthy travel times as they no longer 
need to travel via Melbourne to catch a 
flight to Sydney. It brings many people to 
Bendigo each month who spend time and 
money in our city for business or pleasure 
and that helps to stimulate our local 
economy. 

We often receive positive feedback about 
how well the airport and terminal is 
presented, its central location, the ease 
of flying and the ample parking available 
for passengers. It is a stress-free way to 
travel to and from Sydney, so no wonder 
our return passenger services are so 
successful and will continue to grow. 

ARE YOU EXCITED ABOUT 
FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES? 

The airport will continue to play a vital 
role in developing new opportunities for 
our community, the tourism industry and 
business sector. The $15M investment 
for the 1,600m runway meant QantasLink 
could operate regular flights from the site 
and provide a gateway to the rest of the 
world. The airport is also a great asset 
for our recreational users with facilities 
available to them to continue their passion 
in aviation.  

As part of our next step, plans have been 
lodged to develop a new terminal and that 
is subject to further Federal funding.  

Building on its runway success 
The City is seeking $9.89M in funding 
to expand the Bendigo Airport 
terminal and develop a business park 
to bring new opportunities to the site. 
Bendigo Airport could see as many 
as 242,500 people use it every year 
by the end of the decade if plans for a 
new terminal receive Federal funding. 
The Victorian Government has already 
committed $4.5M and the City will 
contribute $895,000.  

The proposed new development 
expands the existing airport building 
footprint to include a new departure 
lounge, provision for a security 
screening area, land-side waiting 
lounge, baggage claim, restrooms and 

a new administration building. The site 
also aims to accommodate two large 
aircraft at any one time. Supporting 
infrastructure and a business 
park are also part of the proposed 
development. 

An expanded site would support 
greater passenger numbers and 
security requirements. This could 
lead to more flights to and from 
Sydney, open new routes to Adelaide, 
Canberra, Hobart or Mildura, and 
attract bigger planes and interest 
from other airlines. A business park 
would complement investment and 
job opportunities in response to more 
flights. 

17SERVICES   



Many residents have taken the opportunity to be active at night under lights 
through the City of Greater Bendigo’s pilot Lighting Up Ewing Park activation 
project supported by United Cricket Club.

Through the initiative the new Ewing 
Park LED training lights were turned 
on daily from 6pm to 8pm when 
daylight saving ended to encourage 
people to be active at the reserve at 
night under lights during the winter 
months.

Surveys undertaken throughout 
the pilot program have proven very 
positive with preliminary data showing 
that:

• 56 per cent of people are visiting 
Ewing Park twice a week or more, 
with nearly two thirds spending on 
average between 30 to 60 minutes 
at the park

• Over 93 per cent of people said they 
would not have visited if the lights 
hadn’t been on

• Over 98 per cent of people said 
they supported making the lights 
a permanent feature during the 
winter months

• Positive themes around exercise 
and safety are 
emerging as 
the most 
significant 
change for 
people 

Some comments we have received to 
date are:

“Fantastic idea, great way 
to allow the community 
to better use this newly 
upgraded infrastructure.”

“Finally, a safe option for 
exercising outdoors on 
my own in the evening in 
winter!  Earlier than 6pm 
and more locations around 
town would be great!”

“The lighting trial supports 
community safety and 
encourages physical 
activity, absolutely 
brilliant!  Full support to 
continue!”

This great feedback from residents 
who have taken advantage of the trial 
could pave the way to continue to 
keep the lights on at Ewing Park and 
also see the introduction of similar 
initiatives at other local reserves.

The City recently carried out a $1.6M 
staged redevelopment of the Ewing 
Park Reserve, which included the 
installation of new training-standard 
LED lighting and a new oval complete 
with a 430 metre, two-lane synthetic 
walking/jogging track around the 
inside of the oval. The synthetic track 
features a shockpad system that is 
easy on the body when exercising, 
especially the knees, hips and ankles.

The 2019 Healthy Heart of Victoria 
Active Living Census showed that the 
largest barrier to being physically 
active for many local residents was 
being time poor, so the trial has 
provided an option to be more active 
at a time that is convenient and suits 
busy lifestyles. 

Exercise under  
 a hit!lights

If you are over 60 and want to be 
more active, grab a copy of the new, 
free Get Moving in Greater Bendigo 
- a guide for older adults to be more 
active and get started!

This guide is motivational and 
features great tips to remind people 
of the many benefits of being active in 
Greater Bendigo. 

It provides practical information, 
including questions to ask your 
doctor, different types of exercises, 
and a tracking tool for community 
members to record their activity and 
set goals for improving their strength, 
balance, flexibility and aerobic fitness. 

The booklet was produced by the 
City of Greater Bendigo with funding 
support from the Loddon Mallee 
Region Move It project and Sport 
Australia Move It Aus - Better Ageing 
grant program.

The guide is free and copies can 
be picked up from local libraries 
in Bendigo, Kangaroo Flat and 
Heathcote, local Neighbourhood 
Houses and Gurri Wanyarra 
Wellbeing Centre. You can also phone 
the City on 5434 6000 to have a copy 
mailed to you or the guide is available 
to download from www.bendigo.vic.
gov.au/get-moving-guide 

in Greater Bendigo
A guide for 
older adults to be more active

Are you 
over 60 and 
looking to be 
more active?
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• Four change rooms and associated 
player amenities (two compliant 
with AFL and Cricket Australia 
standards, two compliant with 
Netball Victoria standards)

• First aid/massage room/all abilities 
change room, umpire room with 
dedicated facilities for male and 
female use

• Public amenities with internal and 
external access

• Social/community function and 
meeting space, kiosk and kitchen, 
along with meeting room/
administration office, storage for 
tenant groups and back of house 
facilities

• Spectator area for viewing the oval 
and netball courts

• External storage to support netball 
and oval sports activities

Work is underway on the construction of a $4.9M 
redevelopment of the Harry Trott Kennington 
Recreation Reserve in Neale Street, Kennington.

The City of Greater Bendigo, in partnership 
with the Victorian Government, is 
undertaking the project that includes 
demolition of the existing pavilion 
and construction of a new pavilion to 
meets today’s building and accessibility 
standards, complete with female-friendly 
change rooms, social facilities for shared 
use by a range of user groups, improved 
landscapes, additional car parking and 
spectator viewing areas.

This is an exciting project that will cater 
for over 800 players and provide improved 
facilities for the wider community.

Kennington Recreation Reserve is home 
to the Bendigo United Cricket Club and 
the project supports the full relocation 
of South Bendigo Football Netball Club 

from the Queen Elizabeth Oval (QEO) to 
Kennington as its new home, which will 
increase opportunities for Kennington 
residents to reconnect to football and 
netball. It is also a key action of the 
City’s Kennington Recreation Reserve 
Masterplan to enable football, netball and 
cricket clubs to expand their programs 
and increase participation opportunities.  

The project builds on previous 
improvements already undertaken by 
the City at the reserve, including the 
redevelopment of the tennis courts 
to accommodate netball and tennis, 
installation of court and oval lighting, tree 
protection, landscaping, installation of a 
new oval scoreboard and the development 
of a masterplan for the site.

The project is funded by a $2.9M 
contribution from the City and $2M from 
the Victorian Government Department of 
Sport and Recreation Victoria. 

• Construction of car park at  
Glencoe Street 

• Construction of an accessible pathway 
from the car park to the pavilion

• Construction of a shared use zone 
for vehicle access to the eastern 
side of the pavilion for deliveries 
and emergency vehicles, while also 
improving the landscaping and tree 
protection zones

Kennington Rec Reserve 
revamp underway

This is an exciting 
project that will cater 
for over 800 players 
and provide improved 
facilities for the wider 
community. 

The new pavilion will include: Other works include:
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Climate change is a significant threat to Greater Bendigo that will affect 
us all as a community. The City of Greater Bendigo is committed to 
driving net zero carbon emissions for Greater Bendigo by 2036.

Here is a round-up of some of 
the activities taking place to tackle 
the sources of our emissions from 
electricity, gas, fuel, and the materials 
we buy and use. A renewed Climate 
Change and Environment Strategy is 
also underway.     

We’re greening Greater Bendigo!

The City is committed to creating a 
greener Greater Bendigo and increasing 
tree cover from 20 per cent to 25 per cent 
by 2030.

In 2020 the City adopted a 10-year action 
plan as part of the Greening Greater 
Bendigo strategy, which included a target 
to plant more than 3,000 trees each year 
by 2024 to replace trees that are lost, to 
fulfil resident tree planting requests and 
increase Greater Bendigo’s overall tree 
numbers.

Through Greening Greater Bendigo, the 
City is prioritising tree planting in local 
streets and parks that need shade the 
most, as well as in neighbourhoods with 
a high number of residents that are 
particularly vulnerable to hot weather.  

To plant and maintain the new trees 
each year, the City has established a new 
Greening Greater Bendigo team within 
its Parks and Open Space unit. This work 
was previously contracted out to external 
providers but by establishing the new in-
house team, the City is expected to make 
considerable savings and provide long-
term benefits for the community.

The new tree planting team is based at 
the City’s plant nursery and this year will 
plant 2,600 trees across the urban area, 
many of which were grown at the nursery.  

Bringing the tree planting operations back 
in-house has provided an opportunity to 

increase the production 
of trees at the nursery, 
which will also provide 
considerable savings for 
the community by using our 
existing facilities and staff 
resources.  It is estimated the City 
can grow a tree at half the cost of 
buying them.

Growing our own trees ensures that 
the stock we grow is climate-matched, 
sourced locally and suited to Bendigo’s 
dry and warm climate, giving our trees 
the best start possible. 

The City aims to grow 1,500 trees each 
year by 2024, and the savings made from 
not having to purchase so many trees will 
go directly back into the Greening Greater 
Bendigo program to support our nursery 
resources as the program expands. 

Working towards a net zero 
carbon community by 2036 

Looking after  our environment
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Planning Greater Bendigo’s 
Energy Future   
Greater Bendigo’s Energy Future will 
develop a unique electricity network 
map project to better understand power 
usage in suburbs and townships in the 
region, and help plan Greater Bendigo’s 
transition to a renewable energy future.  

Mapping the network with more 
detailed knowledge on how energy 
is used in different suburbs will help 
to understand the region’s existing 
and future energy needs and see 
where opportunities lie at a local level, 
particularly with solar energy and future 
storage options.  

This is an innovative pilot project led by 
the City in collaboration with the Centre 
for New Energy Technologies (C4Net), 
energy distribution provider Powercor 
and Solar Energy Application Lab (SEAL) 
unit at RMIT University.

The project’s aim is to obtain and use 
real data to create an electricity demand 
map for Greater Bendigo, which would 
be the first model of its kind using data 
in this way. Residents are invited to get 
involved and supply an electricity bill 
so that their data can be used for the 

project (identities will be protected 
and the City is bound by the 

Privacy Act). If you would like 
to get involved, head to 

www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/
energyfuture 

City to be powered by 100 per 
cent renewable electricity  
The City is one of 46 leading councils 
around Victoria to purchase 100 per 
cent renewable energy through a 
collective Power Purchase Agreement, 
which will help to significantly reduce 
Council’s greenhouse gas emissions 
and is a major step towards our target 
of net zero emissions by 2036.  

The ground-breaking VECO (Victorian 
Energy Collaboration) partnership is 
the largest-ever emissions reduction 
project undertaken by Local 
Governments in Australia. It will reduce 
electricity prices and directly invest 
in clean renewable energy generated 
right here in Victoria. All of the City’s 
buildings, libraries and streetlights 
will be powered with 100 per cent 
renewable energy.   

The electricity supplier Red Energy 
will provide 240 gigawatt hours of 
electricity per year to the participating 
Councils over a 10-year period, which 
began on July 1, 2021. Owned by Snowy 
Hydro, Red Energy is a 100 per cent 
Australian owned and operated energy 
retailer based in Melbourne.  

The renewable energy will be 
provided by two wind farms in Victoria 
– Dundonnell wind farm near Mortlake, 
which started exporting power to the 
grid in March 2020, and Murra Warra II 
wind farm near Horsham, which 
commenced construction in September 
2020 and will be fully operational by 
June 2022.  

Gurri Wanyarra Wellbeing 
Centre measures   
The City will invest $80,000 to improve 
the energy efficiency of Gurri Wanyarra 
Wellbeing Centre. Investment 
will include immediate and future 
improvements as the facility is a major 
contributor to the City’s energy use. 

The City also continues to closely 
monitor energy use throughout the 
building. This is to see how it is 
affected by different seasons 
and temperature conditions, 
and to explore what steps can 
be taken to fine-tune the building 

to operate more efficiently and 
comfortably.  

Bendigo Climate Collaboration 
The City is leading the Bendigo Climate 
Collaboration, which is a unique 
opportunity to collectively reduce 
our carbon footprint as a community. 
The Bendigo Climate Collaboration 
brings together households, the wider 
community, businesses and regional 
government agencies. Each of these 
groups will be invited to make a public 
commitment to reduce their emissions. 
This collective approach will foster 
local innovation and climate solutions, 
so that we can quickly and safely avoid 
climate impacts. The Bendigo Climate 
Collaboration has been identified as 
a key action in the City’s Economic 
Development Strategy A Stronger 
Greater Bendigo 2030. 

The project will be officially launched at 
the end of the year, so stay tuned.

Organic service expanded  
The extension of the organic collection 
service to businesses and rural towns 
is helping to reduce our emissions. In 
2020/2021, 14,720 tonnes of organics 
were diverted from landfill. Every 
kilogram of organics we divert from 
landfill is preventing carbon emissions 
over the next 20-30 years. More than 
1,720 households in the townships 
of Heathcote, Elmore, Axedale and 
Goornong are now receiving an 
organics kerbside collection. 
Extending the collection service is in 
line with the Victorian Government’s 
Recycling Victoria Policy and the City’s 
Environment Strategy. Keeping organic 
waste out of landfill and recycling it 
into compost is not only good for the 
environment, but also the right and 
smart thing to do.  

The City is transitioning all its 
energy use to be efficient, electric 
and renewable. Other projects 
include moving facilities away 
from gas to electric appliances 
and upgrading street lighting, 
sports and building lighting to 
efficient LED technology.

Purchasing electric vehicles  
The City has six electric vehicles in its fleet to help reduce transport 
emissions, including car models Nissan Leaf+ and MGZS-EV that are 
fully powered by renewable energy making them zero carbon. The City is 
leading the way in embracing electric vehicle technology because of the 
many environmental and cost benefits long term. The plan is to transition 
our passenger fleet from fuel to electric and for it to be fully powered by 
renewable energy. Along with lowering emissions, the ongoing running 
costs of a battery electric vehicle are lower than a fuel engine due to fewer 
moving parts. Electric vehicles require less servicing, which also brings the 
running costs per kilometre down. The cost of charging is significantly lower 
and stable, compared to petrol and diesel prices. With consumer demand 
expected to rise over the next few years, it is hoped that this burgeoning 
industry will lead to significant investment in electric vehicle infrastructure 
for the region and stimulate growth in car dealerships that will sell and 
service electric vehicles locally.   

Mayor Cr Dr Jennifer 
Alden drives an 
electric vehicle.
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HEADING TOWARDS

You might have heard 
it mentioned but many 
may not know what 
a circular economy 
actually is, and why 
the City of Greater 
Bendigo is committed to 
supporting it.

In Australia our use of resources 
generally exists in what can be called 
a linear economy, where we take 
resources to make into products that we 
then use and dispose of. 

The circular economy is an alternative to 
the traditional linear model, where the 
goal is to ‘keep resources in use for as 
long as possible, extract the maximum 
value from them whilst in use, then 
recover and regenerate products and 
materials at the end of each service life’. 

In other words, a circular economy 
seeks to eliminate waste and to keep 
resources in a continually flowing loop.

People are talking about the circular 
economy because too much waste is 
being produced. One reason for this is 
that the industrial and technological 
revolutions have meant that the speed 
at which items are produced has 
changed with the economy and designed 
to encourage us as consumers to buy 
more and more things to support the 
economy. 

The outcome of producing items at an 
increasing rate in the current linear 
model is that a growing amount of waste 
is also being produced. In Australia 
alone, the waste we produce is growing 
at double the rate of our population — 
with 52 megatonnes generated each 
year.

Although about half the waste we 
generate in Australia is being recycled, 
the continued focus on economic growth 
has meant that the volume of waste 
going into landfill is actually on the rise. 

Another reason people are talking about 
the importance of a circular economy is 

that the world is experiencing a period 
of severe natural resource depletion.  
Australia is already using five times its 
sustainable share of natural resources 
each year. This means the linear 
economy model is unsustainable, as 
finite resources are taken, used, then 
lost forever. 

The circular economy seeks to address 
these resource losses and presents 
a more restorative process, where 
materials and components can be 
reused many times over. 

What the City of Greater 
Bendigo is doing to support a 
circular economy
With the Eaglehawk Landfill set to 
close in 2022/2023, the City of Greater 
Bendigo has commenced a process of 
identifying, developing and implementing 
high-value circular economy solutions to 
handle, reprocess and recirculate end-
of-life material resources.

The City is focused on circular economy 
solutions for material resources that 
are currently the responsibility of the 
City such as general waste, recycling 
and organics, in addition to end-of-life 
materials that are relevant to industrial 
producers in the wider region.

The City recently called for expressions 
of interest from businesses to develop a 
more sustainable, value-added solution 
to the future of Greater Bendigo’s 
resource management. 

In addition, the City has invested in a 
subscription to an online platform called 
Aspire, which is a material resource 
matchmaking tool for the City and 
local businesses to list products that 
other companies could reuse in their 
operations in an effort to keep them out 
of landfill.

A Circular Economy and Zero Waste 
Policy has also been adopted by the City 
to ensure that, where viable, companies 
that supply goods, products and services 
to the City provide alternatives to new 
materials and that all materials and 
products that are used will not be sent 
to landfill and can be re-used, recycled 
or returned to the supplier.

An example of this is a recent contract 
the City has signed with local business 
Allstone Quarries for the supply of a 
sustainable concrete product called 
EcoCrete, which is produced locally from 
local reclaimed aggregate materials 
instead of virgin quarried products.  

The City will use the EcoCrete product 
for a range of local projects, including 
footpaths and kerb and channelling. 

WHAT IS A

ECONOMY?
CIRCULAR
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DID YOU KNOW!

Over 10,000 single-use coffee 
cups have been saved from 
landfill in Greater Bendigo since 
Green Caffeen was launched 
earlier this year.   How well did you do? See page 

31 for answers.

gb quiz!

True or false: The 2021/2022 
Budget includes a $2M 
COVID-19 recovery response 
package.

Where would a new dementia 
village be built in Greater 
Bendigo?

 True or false: “Doggy 
breath” is not actually 

 a thing.

What does the Central Hub 
Precinct connect?

How much funding is being 
sought for a new 
Bendigo Airport 
terminal and 
business park? 
A) $8.89M 
B) $9.89M 
C) $10.89M

Which club will 
relocate to the redeveloped 
Harry Trott Kennington 
Recreation Reserve? 

How many single-use coffee 
cups have been saved from 
landfill since Green Caffeen 
was launched? 
A) 6,000   B) 8,000   C) 10,000 

 Where can you drop off 
unwanted paint and 
packaging as part of the free 
Paintback scheme?

What is the name of central 
Bendigo’s latest food precinct? 

Brett Whiteley: Drawing is 
Everything is an exhibition at 
the Bendigo Art Gallery until 
when?

Q1

Q2

Q3

Q5

Q6

Q9

Q10

Q7

How well do you know 
Greater Bendigo?

Green Caffeen is a free reusable café 
cup system for eco-focused cafés and 
coffee lovers across Australia. Cafés 
love it, coffee drinkers dig it and the 
planet high fives you for it.

All you have to do is download the 
Green Caffeen app at a participating 
local café, get your free Green Caffeen 
cup and drink your coffee with a clear 
conscience. 

You then drop it back to any Green 
Caffeen café within 30 days and feel 
the good karma of saving the planet, 
one cup at a time.

Green Caffeen cafés are all over 
Australia and are growing quicker than 
a seagull scoffing chips at the beach! 

Green Caffeen cups can be used 
endlessly between cafés and users 
who are part of the Green Caffeen 
team. If you can’t drop your cup back 

to a participating café within 30 days, 
there’s a $12.99 fee to make sure 
there are enough cups for everyone 
to reuse.

By partnering with Green Caffeen to 
supply cafés with reusable cups at no 
charge, the City hopes it will be easier 
for Greater Bendigo to change its 
takeaway coffee culture and combat 
plastic pollution.

The City is the first Local Government 
in Victoria to enter into a strategic 
partnership of this kind as part of its 
commitment to creating a circular 
economy.

There are a number of local 
cafés already signed up to Green 
Caffeen, so why not look for the 
Green Caffeen sign and check 
them out or visit  
www.greencaffeen.com.au  

Local cafés not yet registered are 
urged to get on board and join the 
network now at www.greencaffeen.
com.au/cafe-join

There is no joining fee for cafés and 
no cost to consumers, as long as cups 
are returned within 30 days to any 
participating café.  

Q4

Q8

comes to Bendigo!

The City of Greater Bendigo has 
partnered with Green Caffeen so 
coffee lovers can now scan, swap, 
drink and return. 

Green 
Caffeen

zero waste
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Greater Bendigo residents have diverted more 
than 160,000kg of unwanted paint and packaging 
from landfill and waterways as part of the free 
Paintback national scheme to dispose of paint 
safely and repurpose it for other industrial uses.

The local tally is part of a record-breaking 28 
million kilograms of paint safely disposed of 
since the Paintback scheme started five years 
ago.

The successful scheme receives unwanted 
paint and paint packaging from across 
Australia, including collection points at the 

Strathfieldsaye, Heathcote and Eaglehawk 
transfer stations.  

The paint and packaging are separated, 
containers are recycled and the solvent paint is 
used as an alternative energy source. Water is 
separated from acrylic paint, with the by-product 
used in a variety of industrial applications.

Along with disposing of unwanted paint 
responsibly, Paintback is also committed to 
researching new ways to repurpose unwanted 
paint materials to help develop a circular 
economy.

dispose of your old paint for free!

Streets paved 
with old tyres

HEADING TOWARDS

So, if you have any old paint (up to 100 
litres) that you no longer want, why not 
drop it off for free to the Strathfieldsaye, 
Heathcote or Eaglehawk transfer  
stations.   

24 ENVIRONMENT   

Three residential streets - Heyington 
Place and Kooyong Close in Kennington 
and Sunrise Court in Strathdale - were 
recently upgraded with a crumb rubber 
asphalt made from recycled tyres in a 
ground-breaking partnership between the 
City of Greater Bendigo, Boral Australia 
and Tyre Stewardship Australia (TSA).

The projects were undertaken by the 
City with a $71,000 grant from TSA’s Low 
Crumb Rubber Road Fund. 

Crumb rubber has been routinely used 
in spray seal roads around Australia, 
particularly in Victoria, for many 
decades. The TSA fund aims to 
increase crumb rubber uptake in low 
traffic asphalt roads and demonstrate 
the benefits of crumb rubber asphalt 
across a range of differing Australian 
road conditions.

City Director Presentation and Assets 
Brian Westley said the City was keen 

to support the use of sustainable 
products where possible as part of 

its ongoing commitment to creating a 
circular economy.

“Each year, more than 56 million tyres 
across Australia reach the end of their life 

and will end up in landfill if we don’t find an 
alternate use for them,” Mr Westley said.

“Using asphalt made from recycled 
materials is a great way to support our 
aims and demonstrate the successful 
sustainable projects that we undertake.

“We hope that projects like this inspire 
a greater acceptance of using recycled 
products in this way, rather than simply 
sending these resources to landfill.

“The City appreciates the funding support 
from TSA to undertake sustainable road 
projects.”

TSA Chief Executive Officer Lina Goodman 
said local councils like Greater Bendigo 
had a crucial role to play in helping drive 
a viable crumb rubber market across 
Australia’s road network.

“With 85 per cent of all Australian 
roads managed by local councils and 
significantly more low traffic roads found 
nationally, Local Government procurement 
power is critical to using resources like 
crumb rubber - created from the millions 
of used tyres generated each year - to 
create a better performing, longer lasting 
road network,” Ms Goodman said.

These recent projects come a year after 
Boral’s first partnership with the City, 
where an environmentally-friendly asphalt 
made up of recycled asphalt, plastic and 
glass bottles was laid at the Eaglehawk 
Landfill. The roads surrounding the 
weighbridge and drop-off points are now 
paved with a Boral asphalt product that 
used 586,000 recycled plastic bottles, 
303,000 recycled glass bottles and 66.5 
tonne of recycled asphalt. 

Left: City Road Renewals Team Leader 
Jonathan Walmsley with resident Andrew 
Dowsey in Sunrise Court, Strathdale.

“Each year, more than 
56 million tyres across 
Australia reach the end 
of their life and will 
end up in landfill if we 
don’t find an alternate 
use for them.”



There is a saying “someone’s trash is another’s 
treasure” and this really is the case at City of 
Greater Bendigo transfer stations where you could 
find things like doors, gates, 
roof tiles, timber, 
furniture, bikes and 
much, much more 
at bargain prices.

While some items 
are in excellent 
condition, others may 
need a bit of love to bring 
them back to life. 

So, if you have a special project or 
just want to make something old new 
again, it’s worth a visit to a local transfer 
station because you never know what you’ll 
find as stock changes all the time.

If you are planning a visit to the 
Strathfieldsaye, Heathcote or Eaglehawk 
transfer stations, you can also bring along 
any unwanted e-waste, house paint 
and a range of other items that can be 
recycled for free! 

It’s time to discover your local 
transfer station. 

Discover your local 
transfer station and

bag a bargain!
For transfer station locations, 
operating times and further 
information visit  
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/waste  

zero waste
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Lyttle Eat Street is the city centre’s new food precinct 
promoting a bustling street food vibe for people 
looking to savour tasty dishes from around the world.  

Fourteen local businesses from Lyttleton 
Terrace have joined forces to create 
Lyttle Eat Street, an initiative to create 
a new foodie drawcard in the city centre 
that ties in with the City of Greater 
Bendigo’s City of Gastronomy marketing 
initiatives. Lyttle Eat Street brings 
together a variety of global dishes 
and beverages, so those looking for 
something delicious are in for a treat.  

Season-themed attractions and social 
media campaigns have been produced to 
entice community members and visitors 
to the precinct, particularly on weekends 
when the area was traditionally quiet 
and businesses experienced less foot 
traffic. Not anymore, since its launch 
in June, the new branded precinct has 
helped to attract more people to the 
area for breakfast, lunch and delicious 
snacks in between, whilst giving much-
needed support to local businesses and 
appreciation for a new street food vibe 
and neighbourhood. 

The City provided support for the 
development of the Lyttle Eat Street logo 
design, the installation of a temporary 
new outdoor dining area called a skiplet, 
and help with the necessary footpath 
permits for street trading. The City also 

commissioned and funded the new 
mural, which was painted by Nacho 
Station.  

Mayor Cr Dr Jennifer Alden said the City 
was delighted to support the Lyttle Eat 
Street initiative. 

“We very much welcome the 
collaboration between businesses 
at Lyttleton Terrace who have come 
together to make Lyttle Eat Street a 
reality,” Cr Alden said. 

“Lyttle Eat Street is a wonderful idea 
and precincts like this provide an 
opportunity to showcase our status as 
a UNESCO Creative City of Gastronomy 
and encourage more people to explore 
new food neighbourhoods. 

“Street food precincts bring a new 
vibrancy and draw people to the city 
centre in fun and engaging ways and 
importantly help support our local 
businesses during this challenging 
time. So shop local and enjoy Lyttle Eat 
Street.” 

• FEAST YOUR EYES ON •
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Dine out to 
help out
The trial of expanded 
outdoor dining in Greater 
Bendigo will continue 
until April 30, 2022. 
Last year, the City of Greater Bendigo 
supported 51 businesses to expand 
their outdoor dining offer, which was 
seen as a way to assist the hospitality 
sector as COVID-19 restrictions began 
to ease and increase their ability to 
trade. 

The trial included the option for 
businesses to expand along footpaths, 
into car parks and the northern-side of 
Bull Street in the city centre was closed. 

All fees and charges associated with 
outdoor dining were waived as part of 
the 2020/2021 Budget and are again 
waived this financial year. 

Mayor Cr Dr Jennifer Alden said the 
tail of the pandemic was long and 
continuing with expanded outdoor 
dining was one way to assist the local 
economy to recover. 

“The outdoor dining trial has added to 
the overall vibrancy of the city centre 
and in suburban and rural areas 
where businesses have taken up the 
opportunity,” Cr Alden said. 

“Recent community consultation yielded 
constructive feedback and the continued 
trial will give the City more time to 
further engage with businesses and 
the community about how expanded 
outdoor dining could work long term.  

“Businesses have needed to renew their 
local laws permits to continue with the 
trial until April 2022 and businesses 
that are yet to take up the offer but may 
like to in future, can opt-in at any time.

“Staff will continue to work with all 
businesses in outdoor dining precincts 
to maximise the benefits of the trial.” 

To inform Council’s decision making, 
the City sought feedback from 

the community, hospitality and 
non-hospitality businesses. Three 
surveys – one for the community, 
one for hospitality businesses that 
participated in the trial and one for 
hospitality businesses that were not 
part of the trial – and two focus groups 
with hospitality and non-hospitality 
businesses were conducted.

Ninety-seven community surveys were 
returned, with respondents liking the 
social vibe and economic benefits 
expanded outdoor dining delivered. 

Of those surveyed, 81 per cent thought 
Bull Street should remain partially 
closed but views were mixed on 
whether this should be permanently or 
seasonally. People also felt similarly 
around the continued use of car parks.

For the 14 hospitality businesses 
that participated in outdoor dining 
and completed their survey, they 
agreed the opportunity allowed them 
to keep people employed and all but 
one business said they would like to 
continue. 

Both as part of the survey and through 
a recent petition to Council, it is noted 
some businesses are concerned about 
a continued loss of car parking and the 
design of outdoor dining areas. 
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What’s happening in your ward?

WHIPSTICK WARD
Cr David Fagg

After almost 12 months, I am thoroughly 
enjoying the role of councillor. Whether 
visiting community events, researching 
planning decisions or assisting residents 
to get positive ideas off the ground, it’s 
been fantastic to get more involved in 
helping our community thrive. 

In addition, I think our renewed focus on 
listening posts and township meetings 
means the community is getting more 
opportunities to discuss matters with local 
councillors - a win for everyone.

At a more strategic level, I’ve valued 
getting my teeth stuck into shaping the 
Council Plan for the next four years and 
working to ensure a fair Budget for this 
year. It’s great to see our focus on walking 
and cycling paths will continue, as well 
as preserving our open spaces for all to 

enjoy. I look forward to seeing more ideas 
from the community in next year’s Budget.

As always, there are challenges. Some 
areas of Bendigo suffer from years of 
underinvestment and there is a need to 
change that. There are difficult social 
problems like poverty, unemployment and 
housing stress that many of our fellow 
citizens are struggling with. We can’t 
forget these.

I genuinely enjoy hearing from residents 
who call or email me to talk about 
issues they care about. In particular, I 
think the real value of a Councillor is in 
championing resident ideas for change in 
the community. 

If you have a positive idea for our city, then 
please get in touch.

EPPALOCK WARD
Cr Greg Penna

What a journey it has been, nearly one 
year into this Council term. I wish it was 
something I had done a long time ago, like 
48 years ago! It’s such a busy role. 

I would like to think I have made a 
difference during my brief time as 
a Councillor, but that can only be 
determined by others as I don’t have a 
past yard stick to reflect upon. But as I 
become savvier regarding procedures and 
processes, then hopefully Eppalock Ward 
residents and the wider community will 
see results.

New experiences? Yes! I did not realise 
the depth of formulating a Council Budget 
and how a Council cohesively works to 
develop a Council Plan. These are critical 
documents that guide the work of Council 
and staff for the betterment of Greater 
Bendigo. Time will tell of the impact of 
these documents long term. 

Positives? Many! The Executive leadership 
staff are great. They are always willing to 
help guide us as Councillors.  

I always appreciate their efforts and am 
amazed by their knowledge. I also now 
know so many more streets, suburbs, 
towns, roads and people due to invitations, 
permit inspections, meetings etc. than I 
did a year ago. Great stuff.

Time? I don’t know where it goes! We’ve 
all got the same 24 hours in a day and 
sometimes those days are stretched to the 
limit. It is true you are a Councillor 24/7.  

Likes? Positive feedback! I like reading 
the councillor requests that bear positive 
results and completed work, and it’s 
always nice when residents get in touch 
personally to say thanks. I also like seeing 
Councillors working as a team. 

Dislikes? Only a few. There are lots of 
meetings, but I see that I can have the 
greatest impact by doing and taking action 
in some way. 

Wants? A Bendigo Museum dedicated 
to displaying Bendigo’s connection to its 
history and heritage from the gold rush. 
This would be a great tourist attraction 
and keep this history alive for future 
generations. Also, I would like to see 
funding shared more generally across 
Greater Bendigo. 

"It is true you are a 
Councillor 24/7." 

NOTE: This edition’s Lockwood Ward column is the Mayor’s column, found on page 3 of the 
magazine.
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Cr Greg Penna in Axedale with 
residents Mel and Ben Harris.

Cr David Fagg at the 
Men’s Shed in Long Gully.



Get in touch...

LOCKWOOD WARD

Mayor Cr Dr Jennifer Alden

T 4408 6695  
M 0499 005 735 
E j.alden@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Cr Rod Fyffe OAM

T 4408 6688  
M 0419 874 015 
E r.fyffe@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Cr Vaughan Williams

T 4408 6696  
M 0437 858 776 
E v.williams@bendigo.vic.gov.au

EPPALOCK WARD

Cr Margaret O’Rourke

T 4408 6692 
M 0429 061 096 
E m.orourke@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Cr Greg Penna

T 4408 6690  
M 0429 721 958 
E g.penna@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Cr Matthew Evans

T 4408 6694  
M 0437 867 028 
E m.evans@bendigo.vic.gov.au

WHIPSTICK WARD

Deputy Mayor Cr Andrea Metcalf

T 4408 6697  
M 0499 009 096 
E  a.metcalf@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Cr Dave Fagg

T 4408 6698  
M 0437 892 918 
E d.fagg@bendigo.vic. gov.au

Cr Julie Sloan
T 4408 6689  
M 0437 862 975 
E j.sloan@bendigo.vic.gov.au 

Councillor emails, like other correspondence, are the property of the City 
of Greater Bendigo and may be referred to a staff member for action. As 
with any correspondence, if you would like emails to be kept private and 
confidential please place ‘private and confidential’ in the subject line.

Unsure what ward you live in?  Visit  
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/aboutgreaterbendigo?

What does a Councillor do?
Do you ever wonder about the detailed role of a Councillor and 
what they are required to do?

The Council is made up of nine people elected to 
make decisions on our behalf. Greater Bendigo 
is broken into three wards, Eppalock, Lockwood 
and Whipstick, and there are three Councillors 
per ward. Councillors are the community’s direct 
means of participating in the democratic process 
and the people they can speak to about local issues 
important to them.

Councillors meet formally once a month to make 
decisions about the future of Greater Bendigo. They 
weigh up matters relating to:

• Planning, such as an application to subdivide a 
suburban house block, build a new housing estate, 
develop a major project like a new hotel, or if a 
business meets the criteria to start or expand in a 
certain area 

• Strategy, the development of long-term plans like 
Greening Greater Bendigo, Bendigo City Centre 
Plan, Greater CREATIVE Bendigo and many others

• Policy, to ensure future actions and decision 
making are consistent, e.g. the Reducing Harm 
from Gambling Policy

One of the most important tasks a Council must 
complete is the development of a four-year Council 
Plan. All decision-making flows from this document. 
All matters on a Council meeting agenda must 
demonstrate how they deliver on actions in the 
Council Plan. If some planning matters do not meet 
objectives in the Council Plan, it is recommended 
they not be supported. 

Similarly, the annual Budget that Council votes 
on each year is filled with projects and services 
that also deliver on the Council Plan and meet 
requirements of all Councils under the Local 

Government Act. It takes about 10 months to prepare 
a Budget and both staff and Councillors are very 
involved in this work, meeting numerous times to 
select a final list of projects to be delivered across 
Greater Bendigo.  

At a Council meeting, Council makes its decisions 
by popular vote. Whatever the majority votes 
for becomes the decision of the whole Council. 
Importantly, Councillors cannot make decisions 
individually, only together at Council meetings. 

When Councillors vote on a matter, they also have a 
responsibility to make decisions in the best interests 
of the whole community, as well as considering long 
term financial impacts to the Council. As residents, 
you can write to your ward Councillor and express 
your support or concern. There are also multiple 
alternative ways Councillors undertake community 
engagement, including listening posts, Coffee with a 
Councillor, ward meetings and round tables that are 
regularly undertaken at different locations around 
the wards. These are always advertised. 

What about the day-to-day running of Council? The 
CEO leads the staff to deliver on the decisions of 
Council and general operations of the organisation. 
For example, Councillors make decisions about 
how much money is spent on tree planting and 
maintenance in the municipality, but it is the staff 
that plant the trees and deliver the maintenance. 

If you have an issue with a pothole, a street tree, 
missed bin or pet registration, to name a few 
examples, to resolve these matters you are best to 
log a customer request by visiting www.bendigo.vic.
gov.au/requests, emailing requests@bendigo.vic.
gov.au or phoning 5434 6000, as staff are the ones to 
address these matters. 
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Grant recipient and local 
artist Andre Sardonne 

turned the Dudley House 
courtyard on View Street 

into a magical wonderland 
of sculptures. His works 

are mostly made from 
waste, recycled  

materials  
and metals.

Creatives activate the 
city during recovery 
The City of Greater Bendigo’s Creative 
Recovery Fund provides opportunities for 
artists and creative businesses to maintain 
and grow their skills and support those 
who have been unable to work during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

As part of the program, artists and 
creative businesses were invited 
to present ideas to activate the 
city’s public spaces and buildings 
through an expression of interest 
earlier in the year.  

Fourteen projects from local 
creatives were selected to 
highlight a diverse range of 
creative ideas, events, exhibitions, 
and public art that have been 
promoted through a Love Your 
Local Creatives campaign. 

Successful applicant, Michelle 
Dunn, invited community members 
to gather at the new Emerge 
Cultural Hub, located in the 
recently renovated iconic Beehive 

Building on Pall Mall. They shared 
what they liked most about living 
and working in Greater Bendigo. 
This outpouring of positivity 
resulted in the creation of a 
beautiful and heart-warming video.  

Local artist Helena Read 
collaborated with Dja Dja Wurrung 
artist Aunty Marilyne Nicholls to 
develop the interactive installation 
titled Hearts of Gold. Grounded 
in the tradition of their respective 
cultures and families, this work 
combined traditional weaving, 
printmaking and sculpture 
to explore the complex and 
problematic local histories of 
mining and genocide.  

The artists repurposed old letterboxes 
and materials to create miniature gallery 
spaces that shared cultural knowledge 
of the Dja Dja Wurrung. Conversations 
between the two artists were captured in 
printed postcards designed by Ms Read.  

There are conversations about the 
significance of Bunjil, the Spirit Eagle who 
is the “beginning of everything”, and the 
recognition that only 38 Dja Dja Wurrung 
people survived the missions that were 
set up to house the Aboriginal people 
who were forcibly removed from their 
traditional lands. 

Community members were invited to 
attend a workshop where Aunty Marilyne 
shared her stories of Bendigo, referred 
to as ‘upside down country’, through 
traditional weaving methods. Each 
participant then added their own stories of 
‘upside down country’ by weaving directly 
onto the Hearts of Gold sculpture.  

The Creative Recovery Fund also 
supported the inaugural Bendigo Open 
Studios program held on the long 
weekend in March. Community members 
were able to visit 25 artists and creatives 
at their studios. Over 300 artworks were 
sold and two exhibitions were held in 
Bendigo.  

The other participants who received grant 
funding included: Z Fit Studios for a dance 
concert, artists Chris Duffy and Troy 
Firebrace for an installation in Exhibit B, 
exhibitions for Kerry Brown, Iain Wilson, 
Melanie Thoren and Ainsley O’Connor, 
pop-up recording studios run by Paling 
Bros Brewery, a Back Creek Art Trail 
Scavenger Hunt created by Wes Franklin, 
a mural for the Blue Light Police Youth 
Group, and performance Paganini in the 
Park by musicians Cally Bartlett, Anne 
Begg and Ruby Shires. 
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gb quiz answers!
1. True.  2. Heathcote.  3. True – a bad smell can indicate periodontal disease, so it 
may be time for a check-up with your vet!   4. The heritage Bendigo Botanic Gardens 
with the Garden for the Future.   5. B) – $9.89M.   6. South Bendigo Football Netball 
Club.  7. C) – 10,000!  8. The Strathfieldsaye, Heathcote and Eaglehawk transfer 
stations.  9. Lyttle Eat Street.  10. Sunday October 31, 2021.

Artist Sally Poltrock 
opened her home studio 

to visitors during the 
March long weekend.  

Photo by Kate Monotti.

Global female artists 
unite for SOUL fury
SOUL fury is an exhibition that 
brings together diverse works 
from 16 leading Australian and 
international female contemporary 
artists that share Islamic heritage.  

The exhibition is presented by 
Bendigo Art Gallery in collaboration 
with Nur Shkembi, an independent 
curator and scholar of contemporary 
Islamic art.  

This exhibition brings together 
the work of leading Australian 
and international contemporary 
artists working across sculpture, 
photography, painting, installation, 
video and textiles.  

Gleaned from their studios and 
major national collections, the 
works celebrate diverse artistic 
practices, social perspectives and 
cultural traditions. Collectively, the 

artists bring together their shared 
experiences of contemporary 
life with intellect, humour, grace, 
candour and fury, and bring to the 
fore female lived experiences in the 
current social and political climate.  

Bendigo Art Gallery Director 
Jessica Bridgfoot said SOUL fury 
followed other recent national and 
international exhibitions presenting 
works by prominent female artists.  

“This exhibition showcases the 
long-standing art practices and 
unique perspectives of a diverse 
group of women from a shared 
Islamic heritage, many challenging 
dominant misconceptions and 
stereotypes,” Ms Bridgfoot said.

SOUL fury exhibition is on until 
Sunday, October 24, 2021. 
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Drawings from great 
Australian master  
– Brett Whiteley 
At the heart of Brett Whiteley’s extraordinary artistic 
career was an exceptional talent for drawing.  

Drawing formed the basis for everything 
he produced from paintings and 
sculpture to prints. It was fundamental 
to his imaginative and creative process. 
Whiteley’s approach to drawing is richly 
expressive and instantly recognisable.  

Brett Whiteley: Drawing is Everything at 
Bendigo Art Gallery is a major touring 
exhibition from the Art Gallery of New 
South Wales and is the first to explore the 
depth of drawing in Whiteley’s practice.  

The exhibition features over 110 works, 
including rarely seen early images of 
Sydney and Europe, the great abstracts 
that brought Whiteley international fame 
in the 1960s. 

Also featured are lyrical landscapes, 
portraits, interiors and nudes, and the 
iconic imagery of Sydney’s Lavender Bay. 
The works offer a journey through the 
career that established him as one of the 
most prominent Australian artists of the 
20th century. 

It is a rare opportunity to discover the very 
foundations of Whiteley’s creativity and 
process, as displayed in a collection of 
drawings, paintings and sculptures infused 
with the unmistakable personality of the 
great Australian master.  

Bendigo Art Gallery Director Jessica 
Bridgfoot said the exhibition offered a rare 
opportunity for audiences to explore Brett 
Whiteley’s prolific drawing practice.  

“Whiteley’s drawings frequently 
underpinned his research and preparation 
for paintings, and the exhibition brings 
several important paintings into dialogue 
with drawings from the time or that relate 
to the work itself,” Ms Bridgfoot said.

“Bendigo Art Gallery is delighted to 
present this major exhibition from the Art 
Gallery of New South Wales, which also 
offers insights into the artist’s creative and 
domestic life, his relationships, travels and 
interests.”

Brett Whiteley: Drawing is Everything is at 
Bendigo Art Gallery until Sunday October 
31.  

Far Left: Brett Whiteley
Self portrait with reading specs 1991
brush and black ink, 46.1 x 31.7 cm 
Brett Whiteley Studio Collection
© Wendy Whiteley
Photo: AGNSW 

Left: Brett Whiteley
Study for young wren bathing 1988
pen and black ink, brush and black ink, wash, 
31.7 x 29.5 cm 
Brett Whiteley Studio Collection
© Wendy Whiteley
Photo: AGNSW 

Photo by Leon Schoots.



chosen for 

Five talented creatives have been 
selected for a Creative Residency 
Program at local organisations 
Coliban Water, Emporium 
Creative Hub, Bendigo Pottery, 
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank, and 
the City of Greater Bendigo.  

It’s another initiative under the City’s Creative 
Recovery Fund to provide opportunities for creatives 
to maintain and grow their skills and support them 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The five paid creative 
residency positions are for up to three months.  

The program has been designed to nurture Greater 
Bendigo’s talent, providing time, space, mentorship, 
financial support, and professional development for the 
creation of new work. 

Kerry Punton will be spending time at Bendigo 
Pottery. She is a visual artist who originally trained 
in ceramics and works across multiple mediums for 
large-scale projects. During her residency, she will 
research the history of design and manufacturing at 
Bendigo Pottery. She will also use the opportunity to 
manipulate and alter commercial forms produced at 
Bendigo Pottery as a studio artist. 

Kathy Holowko has a Master’s in Fine Art and creates 
installations, public art and playful projects using 
a variety of media. She will join the City to develop 
‘creative making’ as an alternative approach in 
communicating some ideas and concepts to the 
community. 

Caitlin Royce, a multi-disciplinary artist and researcher, 
will join Coliban Water to map Greater Bendigo’s 
historical waterways to create digital installations. 

Mia McAuslan is a writer, producer and researcher and 
is undertaking a PhD in creative writing. Her residency 
is at the Emporium Creative Hub on Mitchell Street. 

Bailey Bish is a graphic designer and illustrator and 
produces Being in your twenties to connect with young 
women through illustrations. Ms Bish will be based at 
Bendigo Bank’s flagship branch in Mitchell Street to 
focus on women in business, including those running 
micro-businesses.  

For information on the residencies, head to  
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/creative-residency 

(Creativesworkplaces
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Visual artist 
Kerry Punton at 
Bendigo Pottery.



BENDIGO ART GALLERY 
First Nations Curator 
Isobel Morphy-Walsh is Bendigo Art Gallery’s new First Nations Curator and is 
excited about her move to Bendigo for the new role. 

What is your background? 
I am a proud Nirim Balak woman 
from the Taun Wurrung (Taungurung) 
peoples who has been creating art, 
weaving, educating, programming and 
curating for most of my life. From life 
on the farm, to explorations across my 
ancestral county, to the big bright lights 
of the city, I have been around.  

Are you excited about your new 
role?  
I am incredibly excited to be up in 
Bendigo and in this new role! It is a 
dream come true in so many ways and I 
am excited to be back in the country air! 

Tell us about your roles and 
experience. 
I have taken a slightly unorthodox entry 
into the world of G.L.A.M (galleries, 
libraries, and museums). To put myself 
through university, I worked presenting 
cultural and art experiences with 
storytelling and arts workshops at 
Yarn String Sista. I specialised in early 
childhood (two to five years), but have 
presented to a wide variety of people, 
including in primary and secondary 
schools, teaching students and was 
involved in professional development 
for teachers, focusing on the culturally 
competent inclusion of First Peoples’ 
knowledge, histories and cultures.  

I have spent the past five years at 
Museums Victoria in a range of different 
jobs. I began as the Senior Koorie 
Programs Officer where I developed, 
implemented and ran all First Peoples 
programming including public, private, 
commercial and education programs 
at Melbourne Museum, and overseeing 
or providing advice for the rest of the 
Museums Victoria family.  

I then moved into the role as First 
Nations Curator Mega Beasts. 
This project saw me decolonising 
relevant language and terminologies, 
and began recording First Nations 
Peoples' knowledge in these important 
collections that previously ignored their 
knowledge. 

I then moved into the newly created 
First Peoples Story Shaper role where 
I had two focus areas: the development 
of culturally sound curatorial content 
in galleries traditionally divorced 
from First Peoples, and to create 
and formalise the decolonising work 
through policy.  

What is the role of a First 
Nations Curator and why 
is it important? 
The First Nations 
Curator is here to 
ensure the cultural 
integrity of the 
collection, 
the way it is 

presented and talked about. It is 
important that our collection shows the 
breadth and diversity of art in Australia 
so that we can see the breadth and 
diversity within our society. I investigate 
the new acquisition of Indigenous 
artworks, maintaining the collection 
and presenting the collection. I pay 
particular attention to the First Nations 
Collections at the Bendigo Art Gallery 
and take my role as custodian seriously. 
I am currently working on the Piinpi 
exhibition tour. More 
announcements are 
coming soon so 
watch this 
space. 
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WHAT’S 
ON

SELINA JENKINS IN BOOBS

When Selina chose to undergo elective 
surgery of a fiercely personal nature, she 
hoped for good health and great results. 
She hadn’t anticipated the metaphorical 
hurricane that surrounded her decision.
October 9 / The Engine Room / 
gotix.com.au

HEATHCOTE WINE AND FOOD FESTIVAL

Taste Heathcote wines from over 40 
producers, with regional foods and 
produce in one central location. Add live 
music and activities for children, and you 
have a festival not to be missed. 
October 2-3 / Heathcote and surrounds / 
bendigotourism.com

BENDIGO HERITAGE UNCORKED

Stroll between seven of Bendigo’s historic 
landmarks, tasting Bendigo region’s 
wines and sampling food at each venue. 
With more than 50 wines on display and 
regionally-sourced food, you can dive into 
the city’s wine and food culture.
October 9 / Heathcote / bendigotourism.com

BENDIGO BLUES AND ROOTS MUSIC FESTIVAL 

The blues and roots music event sees 
performances and workshops by artists 
from all over Australia, conducted in 
venues throughout Bendigo and some 
surrounding areas. 
November 4-7 / Various locations Bendigo / 
bendigotourism.com

DIXIT DOMINUS

Melbourne Chamber Orchestra and 
leading choir Polyphonic Voices join for 
a performance of Handel’s uplifting Dixit 
Dominus. This thrilling Baroque landmark 
is rarely performed in Australia.
November 24 / The Capital / 
gotix.com.au

BENDIGO ANNUAL TULIP DISPLAY

Every year in spring Bendigo blooms when 
more than 50,000 tulips in an assortment 
of colours provide a massive drawcard for 
locals and visitors.
Mid-September to mid-October / 
Conservatory Gardens and Pall Mall / 
bendigotourism.com

BAAI (HOME)
Presented by Arena Theatre 
Company

Born out of a collaboration 
between artists Eliza Hull, 
Ajak Kwai, Awak Kongor and 
the young generation of the 
Bendigo South Sudanese 
community, ‘Baai’ is a 
spectacular video work and 
performance that represents 
the vibrant and colourful 
world of South Sudanese 
culture. 

October 6-7 /  
Ulumbarra Theatre /  
gotix.com.au

Are you looking to join a local club 
or to find and attend local events?

www.connectgreaterbendigo.com is easy to browse and search. The website 
features simple and clear information to make finding a local sport and 
recreation club, community group, health care service or education provider and 
more a breeze. It’s easy and it’s free to use!

Visit the new Connect Greater Bendigo website  
www.connectgreaterbendigo.com to find-join-connect with 
a comprehensive range of local community clubs, groups, 
organisations and events.

Some events advertised may be affected by COVID-19. Please contact event organisers to check details prior to attending.




