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ON THE COVER: Harper Baird and 
Polly Cameron enjoy ice creams in 
front of mural art work in Dimples 
Lane, Bendigo.
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Looking good Bendigo!
Have you got a great photo of Bendigo? Submit 
your image to gbmag@bendigo.vic.gov.au and 
you might just see it featured here next edition.

Photo of Eaglehawk play space submitted by 
Geoff Pelly.

I’m excited and honoured to be installed as 
Mayor for the second time. To use a footy 
analogy, there is much to do as Council 
enters the third quarter of its term. 

Every Council is aware of its responsibility 
to lay the groundwork for the future. We are 
charged with our responsibilities under the 
Local Government Act but we are acutely 
aware (and impacted) by what is going on 
around us, just like any other business. 

High energy and petrol prices, cost 
escalation for building materials, the recent 
floods – to name a few challenges that have 
been thrown up in 2022 – mean we have 
to think carefully about the funding 
and delivery of projects and 
services. 

We’re in the process of setting 
our next Budget and front of 
mind is affordability, while also 
ensuring that we capitalise on 
opportunities like the Victoria 
2026 Commonwealth 
Games. 

In 2023, we look 
forward to moving into 
Galkangu – Bendigo 
GovHub, the new 
one-stop-shop 
for State and 
Local government 
services on 
Lyttleton Terrace. 

Progress will continue to be made on major 
projects including the Bendigo Airport 
terminal expansion and business park, 
Bendigo Regional Employment Precinct and 
the Bendigo Tramways expansion to increase 
the number of trams being restored at the 
site. We also remain committed to securing 
funds for Council’s number one priority 
project, the Bendigo Art Gallery expansion. 

From a strategic point of view, completing 
the Managed Growth Strategy and structure 
plans for Huntly, Elmore and Goornong 
remain a key priority. Council and staff 
are currently considering how the 80,000 
new residents expected to live in Greater 

Bendigo over the next 30 years can best 
be accommodated. We also expect to 
finalise our first Biodiversity Strategy. 

And we’ll be commencing the search 
for a new CEO, in what will be 
Council’s most important decision of 

its term and for the future of the 
organisation. 

I’d like to take this 
opportunity to wish all 

our readers a safe and 
Merry Christmas and 
happy and healthy 
2023. I hope you enjoy a 
well-deserved rest. 

Mayor Cr  
Andrea Metcalf

CONTACT THE CITY OF GREATER 
BENDIGO

Main office 
15 Hopetoun Street, Bendigo

Postal 
PO Box 733, Bendigo 3552

Telephone 
1300 002 642 

Hearing or speech impaired? 
Call via National Relay Service on 133 677

Email 
requests@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Website 
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au

After hours/emergency number 
1300 002 642 

Operating hours 
8.30am - 5pm, Monday to Friday

Follow us 

Want to read this document in an 
alternative format? The City is 
committed to providing documents that 
are easy to read for all. If you would like 
to read the magazine in an alternative 
format e.g. large print, contact Customer 
Service on 1300 002 642 or requests@
bendigo.vic.gov.au

WELCOME FROM THE MAYOR
Welcome to a new-look GB Magazine. We’ve changed the size of the magazine to ensure 
it remains cost-effective to deliver to 55,000 households across Greater Bendigo, but the 
same quality design and stories remain. 

NEW NUMBER!



The spectacular Mayoral Ceremonial 
Chain represents the merging of former 
local government areas into what is now 
Greater Bendigo, acting as a link to the 
past, present and future. 

The chain was created by local jeweller 
Tony Kean and Mayor Cr Barry Ackerman 
had the honour of wearing it first, when it 
was presented to Council in 1998. 

In April 1994, the Victorian Government 
amalgamated the former Bendigo 
City Council, Huntly Shire, Borough 
of Eaglehawk, Marong Shire and 
Strathfieldsaye Shire to form the City of 
Greater Bendigo. Then in 1995 a major 
part of the former McIvor Shire was 
added, which included the Heathcote 
township. 

So, the chain is a great historical reminder 
of how the City of Greater Bendigo came 
to be and a highlight of the chain is the 
individual links bearing the crests of each 
of the former municipalities that make up 
Greater Bendigo.

The chain is more than 1.5m long and 
made from gold mined from the Central 
Deborah Gold Mine and weighs more than 
1kg. A key feature of it is a replica of the 
beautifully ornate gold medallion that was 
presented to the former City of Bendigo by 
mining magnate George Lansell in 1893 
and features the Bendigo Coat of Arms. 

The chain is worn on both formal and 
other occasions by the Mayor of the day 
and links are added with the initials of 
each new Mayor.  

MAYORAL CHAIN - a glittering record of history
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The challenge of homelessness
Much has been written this 
year about the extreme 
cost of living pressures 
people are under. 

This can translate to people making the 
choice between purchasing food or turning 
on the heating, skipping meals or, in extreme 
situations, forcing them into unstable 
accommodation. 

What has become evident this year, in a 
market where there is seemingly more 
jobs than people to fill them, that just 
because you have a job doesn’t mean you’ll 
automatically be ok. 

No one in our community wants to see this 
kind of hardship. It doesn’t at all reflect the 
idea of the ‘lucky country’ and a level of 
comfort and security we would want and 
expect for all Australians.

In Victoria, affordable housing is provided 
by the Victorian Government and support 
services like Haven; Home, Safe and other 
housing agencies. Across Greater Bendigo 

(although, in reality, across all of Australia), 
there is a significant under supply of social 
and affordable housing. 

The City of Greater Bendigo does not build, 
own or manage social and affordable 
housing, and we don’t place people into 
housing. 

We do, however, have a great working 
relationship with Haven and other charities 
locally. When we become aware of someone 
experiencing or at risk of homelessness, we 
ask their trained staff to make contact and 
offer help. 

In March 2021, the City’s Affordable Housing 
Action Plan identified there was a need for 
at least another 2,730 social and affordable 
homes.

People can experience homelessness for a 
range of reasons – relationship breakdown, 
domestic or family violence, ill health or 
mental ill health, substance abuse, lack of 
affordable housing, increased living costs or 
unemployment/underemployment. 

The line between having a home and not 
can change quickly. The City continues to 
advocate for more social and affordable 

housing and in October the Victorian 
Government announced 130 new homes 
would be built as part of its $5.3B Big 
Housing Build. 

We are also pushing the Victorian 
Government for inclusionary zoning to 
be part of the Victoria Planning 
Provisions, which is a concept 
whereby social and affordable 
housing is a requirement 
of new residential 
developments, and we have 
guidelines to help staff 
respond with compassion 
and understanding when 
interacting with someone 
experiencing 
homelessness as part 
of their work.  

To find out more visit 
www.bendigo.vic.gov.
au/homeless 

Craig Niemann, 
Chief Executive 
Officer
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Businesses interested in learning more should contact Travis Hurst at 
Colliers International Bendigo on 0423 388 932, by email to 
travis.hurst@colliers.com or via the QR code.

Operate your own café/restaurant at the 
beautiful Bendigo Botanic Gardens

A unique opportunity exists 
to lease the café/restaurant/
community hub building 
located in the new $7M Larni 
Garingilang precinct of the 
Bendigo Botanic Gardens 
and make a mark on Greater 
Bendigo’s thriving food scene.

This exceptional opportunity offers:

• Full commercial kitchen

• 393sqm restaurant (approx. floor area)

• 285sqm community hub (approx. floor area)

• Management and catering rights of the community hub

• Opportunities for indoor/outdoor dining



As a significant commitment 
to reconciliation, a dedicated 
and permanent First 
Nations gallery has opened 
at the Bendigo Visitor 
Centre on Pall Mall.

The new Djaa Djuwima gallery, which means 
to ‘show, share Country’ in Dja Dja Wurrung 
language, is an exciting and important 
cultural step in reconciliation to better 
understand, recognise and respect the 
living culture and creativity of First Nations 
peoples from across the lands.

It is aligned with the Council Plan (Mir 
wimbul) 2021-2025, Barpangu Reconciliation 
Plan and the Greater CREATIVE Bendigo 
Strategy.

City of Greater Bendigo Director Strategy and 
Growth Steve Hamilton said a priority action 
in the Greater CREATIVE Bendigo Strategy 
was to establish a designated gallery space.

“This action is to address the 
underrepresentation of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander artists and their culture in 
Greater Bendigo,” Mr Hamilton said.

“Djaa Djuwima is poised to become a beacon 
for contemporary and traditional Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander artists and makers 
who are living in or who are connected to the 
Greater Bendigo region.

“The gallery will also be a significant cultural 
destination for Greater Bendigo residents 
and visitors.”

A Wartaka, a First Nations creative group, 
was formed to provide an advisory role in 
the gallery's artistic development. Wartaka 
member Aunty Lyn Warren said she was 
excited to see the new gallery open. 

“Through different works produced from 
artefacts, paintings to weaving, this 
new gallery will strengthen the voice of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture, 
customs and stories, and reinforce the 
significant contributions we can bring to the 
broader community," Aunty Lyn said.

Djaa Djuwima is owned and managed by 
the City. Exhibitions are curated by Arts 
Officer First Nations Janet Bromley, who is 
supported by Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander artists and Elders through the 
Wartaka group (meaning ‘meeting with 
purpose’). The name of the gallery and 
the inaugural exhibition Gurangarr Dja Dja 
Wurrung Djayi (meaning ‘you are on/in Dja 
Dja Wurrung Country’) was approved by 
DJAARA.

With three curated exhibitions presented 
each year, this will be a safe place for 
creative and cultural expression, and to 
explore identity, heritage, connection and 
storytelling. It will also encourage new 
creative opportunities, new networks and 
professional development. 

Dedicated gallery in Bendigo opens for 

First Nations 
creatives

“The gallery will be 
a significant cultural 
destination for Greater 
Bendigo residents and 
visitors.”

Artwork by Annie Brigdale
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Back row: City Coordinator Creative Communities 
Maree Tonkin and Mariaa Randall from DJAARA. 
Front row from L-R: City Director Strategy and 
Growth Steve Hamilton, Arts Officer First Nations 
Janet Bromley, Mayor Cr Andrea Metcalf and Aunty 
Lyn Warren.

Gurangarr Dja Dja Wurrung Djayi 

The works of around 20 First Nations 
artists will be in the first exhibition  
Gurangarr Dja Dja Wurrung Djayi.

The stunning works include paintings, 
weaving, making, woodwork and artefacts 
using traditional and contemporary styles 
from a range of First Nations artists.

The free exhibition is open until Tuesday 
February 28, 2023.



2026 Games chiefs  
visit Bendigo
Bendigo had an early taste of the Commonwealth 
Games and it has left the city buzzing with 
anticipation about Victoria 2026.

Minister for Commonwealth Games 
Delivery Jacinta Allan, and officials 
including Commonwealth Games 
Federation President Dame Louise 
Martin and Commonwealth Games 
Organising Committee Chair Peggy 
O’Neal toured the city in October.

First stop was the Bendigo Bowls Club 
where Minister Allan and the delegation 
met club members at the venue that will 
host Lawn Bowls during the Games.

The Capital then hosted a high-powered 
forum that included Minister Allan, 
Dame Louise, Commonwealth Games 
Australia Chief Executive Officer Craig 
Phillips AM and Organising Committee 
Chief Executive Officer Jeroen Weimar.

Minister Allan spoke to the Mayor of 
Greater Bendigo, Dja Dja Wurrung 
representatives, business, art, tourism, 
sports and education leaders where she 
highlighted that the tour was a perfect 
opportunity to learn from the 2022 
Commonwealth Games in Birmingham.

“One of the key factors in 
Bendigo hosting an event like the 
Commonwealth Games is that there are 
already many great venues and people 
that run, work and volunteer at those 
venues’’ Minister Allan said.

Bendigo’s impressive sports program 
for the Commonwealth Games has been 
boosted by the addition of high-profile 
sports Track Cycling and Para Track 
Cycling and 3X3 Basketball and 3X3 
Wheelchair Basketball.

The city will host six sports, with Lawn 
Bowls and Para Lawn Bowls, Table 
Tennis and Para Table Tennis, Netball 
and Squash rounding out the schedule.

Flora Hill will host the Games village, 
which will be designed in consultation 
with the Dja Dja Wurrung people and the 
local community, and deliver a legacy that 
includes social and affordable housing.

Bendigo will host a major festival, 
making the most of the region’s love 
of food, arts and culture, and celebrate 
world-class institutions like the Bendigo 
Art Gallery and Golden Dragon Museum.

Victoria 2026 will be held between 
March 17 and March 29, 2026.

Pictured above: Commonwealth Games 
Organising Committee CEO Jeroen 
Weimar, Commonwealth Games 
Federation President Dame Louise 
Martin, DJAARA CEO Rodney Carter, 
Commonwealth Games Australia CEO 
Craig Phillips AM, and City of Greater 
Bendigo Mayor Cr Andrea Metcalf and CEO 
Craig Niemann.

Djaa Djuwima branding 

The footprints that appear in the Djaa Djuwima 
branding reflect the presence of emus that 
commonly roamed Dja Dja Wurrung Country 
before the arrival of European settlers. The 
emu artwork has been created by Yorta Yorta 
woman Janet Bromley, who is the City’s Arts 
Officer First Nations and curator 
for the gallery space. The 
artist studied a Bachelor of 
Creative Art with honours 
at La Trobe University 
in Bendigo and has 
completed a Master 
of Visual Art by 
Research. 
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WHAT I       ABOUT GREATER BENDIGO...

BY PAMELA JACKSON

There’s something about the openness of 
Bendigo that I just love – the big blue sky, 
the distinct seasons and how they make us 
adjust at different times of the year. 

When I went back to England a few years 
ago, I was immediately struck by how dark it 
was and it really made me appreciate, even 
more, living in Bendigo. 

I’m half Chinese and was born in Sydney, but 
my family moved to England when I was nine 
and all my formative years were spent there. 
My mum still lives there.

I met my husband in a bar in England. He 
was over there teaching but grew up in 
Bendigo, so we came back to Australia, got 
married in Melbourne and settled in Bendigo 
with a young family. 

Quarry Hill is the perfect place to live for us. 
We walk everywhere – work, school, sport, to 
the train station. 

Just like in England, we’ve got a pub on 
the corner near our house, which is a 
great option for a quick and easy dinner or 
meeting up with friends. We’re also close to 
a gym, café and park, which was handy when 
the boys were younger. 

We walk the dog on the golf course and 
there’s always other people doing the same, 
and my husband and boys, now 12 and 14, 
love kicking the soccer ball at the oval. 

the life 
for us!Hill

Quarry 

"Quarry Hill is the perfect 
place to live for us. We walk 
everywhere – work, school, 
sport, to the train station."
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Quarry Hill is known for its beautiful homes 
and it’s the grand architecture of Bendigo 
that people notice when they visit. My sister, 
when she comes out from England, is always 
impressed by the beauty of the city. 

The community of Bendigo is really strong 
and I love the cohesiveness of it. While I’m 
not involved in it, the Old Church on the Hill 
provides a great range of community events 
and activities. You can tell it is homely and 
inclusive. 

As my boys get older and continue to grow 
into their independence, I’m really grateful 
for the safety of Bendigo. The lovely, laid-
back vibe means I don’t always have to be 
a taxi driver and the boys have the freedom 
to walk to the library, the Marketplace or 
take themselves to soccer training. That is 
something they definitely wouldn’t be doing if 
we lived in London. 

Since moving here I have met a great bunch 
of British friends, who are fantastic and 
help me remain tied to my roots. I love their 
different accents and we enjoy reminiscing 
about life in England. They recently had a 
high tea in honour of the Queen. We always 
rally around each other when we need 
support and love any opportunity to 

celebrate the best of British, like when we 
find English treats or other English products 
for the first time, we let each other know so 
we can buy a bit of home. 

In my spare time I really enjoy cooking for 
people. My sister helped make Prince Harry 
and Meghan’s wedding cake, so the genes 
run in the family, and I’m also a trained opera 
singer. 

My next performance will be with the Apollo 
Chorus for Christmas. I have a wonderful 
pianist, Peter Butler, who I have worked with 
since moving to Bendigo and we perform 
everything from opera to Broadway. 

"Quarry Hill is known for 
its beautiful homes and it’s 
the grand architecture of 
Bendigo that people notice 
when they visit."
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Pamela walking her 
dog Freya at the Quarry 
Hill Golf Course.



Have you seen the impressive new aquarium 
at Bendigo Library? 

It’s hard to miss. Measuring over three 
metres in length, the aquarium is a 
celebration of the Bendigo Creek and home 
to a selection of small-bodied native fish 
including southern pygmy perch, Murray 
Darling rainbow fish, dwarf flathead gudgeon 
and Australian smelt.

Driven by the Reimagining Bendigo Creek 
project, the aquarium builds on conservation 
efforts to rejuvenate the creek and re-
introduce native fish species that once 
populated the waters of our region.

Officially launched in September, the 
aquarium gives visitors a rare opportunity 
to look beneath the creek’s surface and 

discover some of the little-known creatures 
that call it home.

“The Dja Dja Wurrung cared for these 
lands for over 60,000 years, and the 
creek flourished with native animals and 
vegetation,” Goldfields Libraries CEO Mark 
Hands said. 

“When the gold rush came in the 1850s, 
everything changed. The landscape was 
devastated. Now, with urbanisation, we’ve 
seen even more loss of biodiversity.

“Our aquarium is a snippet of the bigger 
project to heal Bendigo Creek. It’s a mini 
ecosystem, letting everyone see what our 
beautiful creek was and will be again.”

The aquarium will also serve as an 
educational tool, helping to inform the public 

about the natural environment of the creek, 
its importance to First Nations culture and 
also help the library in its ongoing mission 
to increase literacy, particularly among 
children. 

The project was made possible with 
funding from the Central Victoria 
Libraries Endowment Program and 
is a partnership between Goldfields 
Libraries, City of Greater Bendigo, North 
Central Catchment Management 
Authority and Aquariums by Design.

under
AT BENDIGO 
LIBRARY

peek
the Creek

More information on Reimagining 
Bendigo Creek can be found on the 
City’s website. 
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Beat the heat this 
summer and stay safe
Heatwaves kill more people than any other natural 
disaster but they do not have to be dangerous, 
uncomfortable or exhausting.

With some forward planning and smart 
thinking, you can ensure you remain 
comfortable and healthy in a heatwave.  
It’s about more than simply coping on the 
day but thinking about what you can do 
in advance to keep yourself cool, manage 
your living space and improve your home.

Heat can cause illnesses such as heat 
cramps and heat exhaustion, which can 
lead to the life-threatening condition of 
heatstroke. Heatstroke is fatal in up to 80 
per cent of cases.

Heat can also worsen the condition of 
someone who already has a medical issue 
such as heart disease or diabetes. Most 
reported illness and death is due to the 
effect of heat on those who are already ill.

If you or someone you know is unwell, call 
NURSE-ON-CALL on 1300 60 60 24 for 24-
hour health advice or see your doctor. In 
an emergency, call 000. 

Find out more about the symptoms and 
treatment of heat-related illness. Visit 
www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/
healthyliving/heat-stress-and-heat-
related-illness 

SOME SIMPLE THINGS YOU CAN 
DO IN THE HOT WEATHER:

• Drink plenty of water to stay 
hydrated, even if you don’t feel 
thirsty

• Avoid exposure to heat and stay 
out of the sun as much as you can

• Protect yourself outside from 
the sun. Slip on a shirt, slop on 
some sunscreen and slap on a 
hat. Seek out shaded areas as 
much as possible

• Restrict activity to cooler parts 
of the day

• Take it easy by resting often, 
staying indoors or in the shade

• Draw your blinds or curtains and 
use a fan or airconditioner to 
keep air circulating in your home 

• Stay cool with wet towels, 
putting your feet in cool water or 
by taking cool showers

• Eat smaller meals more often 
and cold meals such as salads

• If you don’t have airconditioning, 
consider visiting an 
airconditioned library or 
shopping centre to beat the heat

Know the 
new Fire 
ratings
Fire Danger Ratings tell you how 
dangerous a fire could be if one started.  

They are important because they help 
you decide what actions to take to protect 
yourself and others from bushfires and 
grassfires.

The new Fire Danger Rating system was 
introduced in 2022 across Australia. So 
whether you’re at home or travelling, you 
will see the same rating system. 

Fire Danger Ratings will be issued on 
days when there is a fire risk.

Each fire danger rating has a clear set of 
messages, including actions people can 
take to reduce their risk.

Ratings are forecast using Bureau of 
Meteorology data up to four days in 
advance, based on weather and other 
environmental conditions such as 
vegetation.

The rating is your trigger to take action to 
stay safe.

For more information visit  
www.cfa.vic.gov.au 

THE NEW FIRE DANGER 
RATINGS

There are four levels of fire danger 
in the new system:

MODERATE 
Plan and prepare

HIGH
Be ready to act

EXTREME
Take action now to protect your  

life and property

CATASTROPHIC
For your survival, leave  

bushfire risk areas
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Helping heritage groups 
with collections
Greater Bendigo is home to many community heritage 
and collecting groups who manage and care for a wide 
variety of materials, and now volunteers can access 
free professional development workshops as part of a 
City of Greater Bendigo program to build confidence, 
skills and knowledge. 

The City’s Heritage Collections Officer 
Simone Ewenson oversees the professional 
development program that is open to 
community collecting groups or groups 
that have heritage and memorabilia items. 

As part of the 2022 program, volunteers 
have been able to attend workshops 
delivered by professional conservators 
Erina McCann and Sherryn Vardy. These 
workshops focused on management, caring 
for photographs, caring for textiles, and 
disaster preparedness and planning.  

Extreme weather can present ongoing 
risks to collections and this was addressed 
in a recent disaster preparedness 
workshop. This session was a two hour 
workshop, and included hands-on flood 
recovery tasks. Volunteers practised how 

to prepare, respond and salvage water-
damaged items and learnt the importance 
of creating a disaster kit.

This workshop will be followed up by 
the Heritage Collections Officer, who will 
work further with groups to create a 
disaster plan tailored to meet their specific 
collection needs.

The program for professional development 
for community heritage and collection 
groups will continue in 2023, with topics to 
be decided in conjunction with collection 
groups. 

Pictured above: Elizabeth Murfitt from 
Heathcote and McIvor Historical Society and 
Angelo Verga from Bendigo Historical Society, 
with workshop presenter Erina McCann from 
Tiaki Objects Conservation.

“It was good to be 
able to put into 
practice what we had 
discussed, and our 
group worked well 
together.”

Elizabeth Murfitt - Heathcote and  
McIvor Historical Society

“The information 
shared will be of great 
value to the Bendigo 
Historical Society. 
We were aware of 
the need for us to 
develop a disaster 
plan now that we 
have moved into an 
unsupported location. 
The workshop gave 
an excellent overview 
of the planning we 
need to put in place 
to safeguard our 
collection.”

Barb Poustie – Bendigo Historical 
Society
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Find a public toilet in the city centre
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Tom Flood Sports Centre
Open: 24 hours

Howard Place
Open: 24 hours

QEO Football Ground
Open: 6.30am to dusk

The Mews 
(Behind the Bendigo Visitor Centre)
Open: 7am to 11pm

Hargreaves Street multi storey 
car park (Changing Place)
Open Monday to Thursday - 7am to 
7.30pm, Friday - 7am to 9.30pm and 
Saturday to Sunday - 7am to 6pm  
(after hours access via MLAK key)

Bendigo Library
Open Monday, Wednesday and Friday - 
9.30am to 5.30pm, Tuesday and Thursday 
- 9.30am to 7pm and Saturday - 9.30am 
to 1pm

Lyttleton Terrace
Open: 24 hours

Edward Street multi storey  
car park
Open: Monday and Thursday - 7am to 
7.30pm, Friday - 7am to 9.30pm, Saturday 
- 7am to 6pm

1

2
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4

5

6
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8

www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/things-to-do/public-toilets-and-barbecues
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Bendigo airport terminal expansion underway
Construction has taken off at Bendigo 
Airport, with works underway to expand 
the terminal building.  

City of Greater Bendigo and Australian 
and Victorian government representatives 
recently turned the first sod to celebrate 
the beginning of the project.  

The redevelopment will expand the 
terminal’s existing footprint and be built in 
two stages.  

The first stage will deliver a new, larger 
building to be developed to the south of the 
current terminal (toward the RMIT hangar).  

It will feature a departure lounge, café, 
provision for security screening area, 
restroom facilities, office space and 
equipment shed.  

While these works take place, the current 
terminal building will remain in use.  

When stage one is complete, operations 
will move into the new building and 
the current terminal building will be 
demolished to make way for a new entry 
foyer, baggage check-in and baggage claim 
areas, and more restroom facilities.  

Nicholson Construction has been awarded 
the development contract and currently 
the team is completing in-ground works 
and structural slabs, with framing for the 
extension to start by the end of the year.  

Separately, a business park connected 
to drainage, sewer and water services, 
roadworks and new car park, and improved 
lighting and landscaping will be developed, 
with construction to start in the first 
quarter of 2023.  

The terminal expansion and business 
park project is valued at $9.985M and is 
funded through $4.5M from the Australian 
Government, $4.5M from the Victorian 
Government and $985,000 from the City of 
Greater Bendigo.  

The first stage will 
deliver a new, larger 
building to be developed 
to the south of the 
current terminal.



ACTIVE AND HEALTHY 14

Local aquatic facilities to 
check out this summer 
include:

BENDIGO EAST SWIMMING POOL

 33 Lansell Street, East Bendigo 

 5443 7078

Facilities: 50m (heated), 
intermediate and toddler pools, 
barbecue and picnic settings, kiosk 
and off-street parking

BRENNAN PARK SWIMMING POOL

  Brennan Park Pool Road,  
Flora Hill 

 5443 9407

Facilities: 50m (solar heated with 
accessible ramp), intermediate, 
toddler and diving pools, barbecue, 
kiosk and off-street parking

ELMORE SWIMMING POOL

  4 Elmore-Raywood Road, 
Elmore

 0477 196 840

Facilities: 25m and toddler pools, 
water slide, barbecue and off-street 
parking

FAITH LEECH AQUATIC CENTRE

 168 Barnard Street, Bendigo 

 5443 6151

Facilities: 50 metre (heated with 
accessible chair lift), intermediate 
(with accessible ramp), toddler 
and diving pools, water slide, café, 
barbecue and al fresco dining area

GOLDEN SQUARE POOL

 14 Maple Street, Golden Square

 0401 804 701

Facilities: 50m, learners/
intermediate and toddler pools, 
barbecue, kiosk and shade

GOORNONG SWIMMING POOL

 2 Bagshot Street, Goornong

 5432 2368

Facilities: 25m and toddler pools, 
barbecue, kiosk and shade

GURRI WANYARRA WELLBEING 
CENTRE

 Browning Street, Kangaroo Flat

 4431 1000

Facilities: 51.5m heated pool (with 
moveable boom to create two 25m 
pools), beach-entry leisure pool 
for toddlers, children and family 
swimming, splash park, warm 
water program pool and spa 
facilities, steam room, 
sauna, gymnasium 
and group fitness 
rooms, childcare 
and multipurpose 
room, health and 
wellness centre, and 
café (all pools are fully 
accessible)

HEATHCOTE SWIMMING POOL

 10 Barrack Street, Heathcote

 5433 2223

Facilities: 25m and toddler pools 
(solar heated), shade and kiosk

LONG GULLY SPLASH PARK

 21 Cunneen Street, Long Gully

Entry is free!

Facilities: Shaded seating area, 
picnic tables, barbecues, toilets 
and change room, visitor-activated 
fountains, drench bucket and 
basketball ring

MARONG SWIMMING POOL

 High Street, Marong

 5435 2207

Facilities: 25m and toddler pools, 
kiosk and shade

PETER KRENZ LEISURE CENTRE

 15 Napier Street, Eaglehawk

 5446 9222

Facilities: 50 metre heated, multi-
use and toddler pools, water slide, 
spa and sauna, gymnasium and 
group fitness rooms, family change 
rooms and café

WHITE HILLS SWIMMING POOL

   30 Hamelin Street,  
White Hills

 5448 4295

Facilities: 33m and toddler 
pools, shade and kiosk

SUMMER TIME IS

With nine outdoor swimming pools, two 

indoor pools and one splash park, there 

is plenty of choice for those looking for 

somewhere to cool down, keep fit or just 

enjoy a day out with the family in Greater 

Bendigo.

For more information or to find a pool that’s 

right for you, visit www.bendigo.vic.gov.au

It’s summer and pools across Greater Bendigo are 
opening for the 2022/2023 season.  



gb quiz!

What year was 
the Mayoral 
Ceremonial 
Chain presented 
to Council?

What is the name 
of the new First Nations 
gallery?

True or false: Australia has 
a new Fire Danger Rating 
system.

Which local football and 
netball club has relocated 
to Kennington Recreation 
Reserve?

Where are the former 
Municipal Baths located?

From January to July 
2022, how many events 
were held across Bendigo 

Venues & Events sites? 
A) 337 B) 387 C) 437

Where can 
you recycle 
old sporting 
equipment for 
free?

When was the Kennington 
Reservoir constructed?

True or false: 
The Australiana: 
Designing a 
Nation exhibition 
opens at Bendigo 
Art Gallery in 
March 2023.

What laneway is featured 
on the cover of this 
edition?

Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

Q6

Q9

Q10

Q7

How well do you know 
Greater Bendigo?

Q5
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  How well did you do? See page 22 for 
answers.

In October the City of Greater Bendigo, in partnership 
with the Victorian Government, celebrated the 
opening of the $4.9M redevelopment of the 
Kennington Recreation Reserve.

The reserve is home to the Bendigo 
United Cricket Club and the project 
supported the full relocation of South 
Bendigo Football Netball Club from the 
Queen Elizabeth Oval to Kennington. It 
caters for more than 700 players and 
provides improved facilities for the wider 
community.

Other works included construction of a 
car park at Glencoe Street, an accessible 
pathway from the car park to the pavilion, 
and shared use zone for vehicle access 
for deliveries and emergency vehicles.

The project was a key action of the 
City’s Kennington Recreation Reserve 
Masterplan that enables football, 
netball and cricket clubs to expand their 
programs and increase participation 
opportunities.

It has built on previous improvements 
already undertaken by the City at the 
reserve, including the redevelopment of 
the tennis courts to accommodate netball 
and tennis, installation of court and oval 
lighting, tree protection, landscaping and 
a new oval scoreboard.

The $4.9M project was funded by a $2.9M 
contribution from the City of Greater 
Bendigo and $2M from the Victorian 
Government department of Sport and 
Recreation Victoria. 

Redeveloped 
Kennington Recreation 
Reserve now open

This exciting project included the 
construction of a new pavilion 
featuring:

• Four compliant change rooms 
and associated player amenities

• First aid/massage room/all 
abilities change room, umpire 
room with dedicated facilities for 
male and female use

• Public amenities with internal 
and external access

• Social/community function and 
meeting space, kiosk and kitchen 
along with meeting room/
administration office, storage for 
tenant groups and back of house 
facilities

• Spectator viewing area

• External storage

Q8



FREE! 
for3

Three great things to  
do for free this summer!

Visit the Bendigo Botanic Gardens, 
White Hills and enjoy a picnic under 
a big, old shady tree in the Heritage 
Gardens, check out the new Larni 
Garingilang precinct and wander 
through the Garden for the Future.

1

When the temperature is soaring, 
why not enjoy the airconditioned 
comforts of a local library or 
shopping centre?

2

Enjoy the many free events taking 
place through the City’s annual 
Summer in the Parks program.   
Find an event to attend at  
www.bendigosummerintheparks.com

3
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Healthy Heart of Victoria has changed 
its name to Healthy Loddon Campaspe 
to better reflect its focus on improving 
health outcomes in the Loddon Campaspe 
region – the heart of Victoria.

The initiative has received a further 
$6.6M from the Victorian Government to 
undertake stage two of the initiative and 
continue to improve health outcomes for 
residents in the Loddon Campaspe region 
for the next four years.

Healthy Loddon Campaspe will continue 
to work within the Campaspe, Central 
Goldfields, Loddon, Macedon Ranges and 
Mount Alexander shires and the City of 
Greater Bendigo by implementing a range 
of place-based activations focussed on 

physical activity and healthy eating. The 
projects will continue to focus on those 
parts of the community that are the least 
supported to help encourage healthy 
eating and get more people, more active, 
more often.

Achievements during stage one included 
the first regional Active Living Census, 
the delivery of outdoor fitness equipment 
and supporting programs at 11 locations, 
installation of 25 new water fountains 
across the region and the implementation 
of healthy eating programs.

Planning is currently underway for stage 
two and new projects will be announced 
in early 2023. 

Name change for 
regional health initiative
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Subject to planning approval, the City of Greater Bendigo 
will undertake a major $3M transformation of the former 
Municipal Baths, located next to Faith Leech Aquatic 
Centre on Barnard Street, into an attractive urban park 
with a lakeside loop track and boardwalk to open it up for 
community use.

The Bendigo Municipal Baths was 
constructed in 1912/1913 on the site of an 
existing dam and was Bendigo’s primary 
location for swimming and bathing, until the 
development of the adjacent Faith Leech 
Aquatic Centre in the 1950s.

Originally more than twice its current size, 
the former Bendigo Municipal Baths facility 
once featured change rooms, training 
infrastructure, jetties and a grandstand.  
Over time, the old infrastructure was 
removed and the site was fenced off to the 
public in the 1980s.

This is an exciting project that will deliver 
new infrastructure and open an area of land 
that is currently not accessible to the public 
for the enjoyment of the wider community.

The redevelopment of the site is a key action 
of the 2014 Rosalind Park Masterplan, which 

recommends opening-up and restoring the 
site for community use.

Preliminary works are expected to 
commence in February/March 2023 when 
the ibis breeding season has finished for the 
year.

During this time the laneway off Barnard 
Street, located between Faith Leech Aquatic 
Centre, Bendigo Croquet Club and Bendigo 
Bowls Club, will be closed to the public. 
However, access will still be available via the 
laneway located approximately 50 metres 
away between Bendigo Bowls Club and the 
old tennis courts.

The $3M project is being funded by the City 
of Greater Bendigo. More information on 
this project is available on the City’s website 
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/majorprojects 

The project will include the 
following works:

• Stabilise the dam wall that forms 
part of the adjacent laneway

• Removal of perimeter fencing 

• Relocation of the ibis and removal 
of the island at the conclusion of 
the breeding season, under the 
guidance of the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning

• Sludge removal and water quality 
improvements

• Installation of irrigated lawn 
areas, park seating and pedestrian 
lighting

• Planting of trees and attractive 
park landscaping

• Construction of a loop walking 
path and installation of a 
boardwalk on the eastern side of 
the water body

• Construction of a picnic shelter 
at the Gaol Road-end of the site 
(subject to this fitting within the 
existing budget)

City to transform old Bendigo 
Municipal Baths site in 2023

Concept only:  
Artist impression.



Philippa Chalke loves her job as the Team Leader Events at Bendigo Venues & Events, 
where her team plan and manage upcoming events at Bendigo’s iconic heritage venues 
including Ulumbarra Theatre, Bendigo Town Hall, The Capital, the Engine Room, Dudley 
House and Djaa Djuwima, the new First Nations gallery.

All the 
world’s a 
stage!

SERVICE IN THE SPOTLIGHT: BENDIGO VENUES & EVENTS (BV&E)

How do you describe your role when asked 
what you do a for a living?
The quick answer is I’m an Event Manager. 
The long answer is that me and my team of 
events officers are the hub at the middle of a 
very fast turning bicycle tyre. All the different 
spokes – venue hirers, box office, technical, 
marketing, front of house, patrons, schools, 
suppliers and contractors – feed into us and 
we keep the wheel moving and on track. We 
are right there from the initial enquiry to the 
very end of the booking process. 

As a champion of the arts in Bendigo, BV&E, 
along with most live entertainment and 
gallery spaces, was heavily impacted by the 
pandemic, however we are back and busier 
than ever! This year, 2022,  has been our 
busiest on record. From January to July, we 
welcomed a staggering 31,000 guests to a 
total of 437 individual events and the second 
half of the year is proving to be just as busy!

What’s a typical day at work like?
Plenty of emails and fielding event 
enquiries. Lots of planning for 
upcoming events, so liaising with 
hirers, the tech team and many others 
to make sure we have everything we 
need ready for each and every event. 
Usually throw a site visit in there 
with an upcoming hirer, a couple of 
meetings and, most importantly, coffee!

SERVICES18
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What are you most proud of in your role?
To put on a single event takes so much 
effort, passion and hard work from an 
army of people who you will never see. 

My proudest moment is always once 
the doors to the venue open and people 
start arriving for a show. To see the look 
on a little kid’s face (or even an adult’s) 
when they walk into the theatre to take 
their seat is something I wish I could 
bottle. Each time I see a kid looking in 
awe at the theatre, the show and the 
whole experience of live entertainment, 
I am reminded how important art, music 
and theatre are to our community 
and our soul. Watching TV or a film is 
one thing but being in the same room 
with amazing art can do something to 
humans that is profound and unique. 

What’s the range of performances?
We have a huge calendar of musical 
performances ranging from chamber music to 
rock ‘n’ roll, all kinds of theatrical and dance 
productions, such as Bangarra Dance Theatre, 
Australian Ballet and Bell Shakespeare, which 
are always highlights of my year. Many of 
Bendigo’s schools and performing arts groups 
utilise the venues for musicals, presentations 
and plays. In a single week it would not be 
uncommon to see a stand-up comedy night in 
the Engine Room, a classic performance by the 
Bendigo Symphony Orchestra in The Capital, 
an international touring musician in Ulumbarra 
and a cushion concert with your toddler in the 
Bendigo Bank Theatre. BV&E also manages 
civic events, exhibitions, meetings, weddings 
and conferences that also fill up the venues 
year-round.  

What’s good about your role? What do you 
love the most?
I love working with schools and community 
groups. I can bring my knowledge from 
working in the professional theatre industry 
and help take some of the stress out of what 
is a pretty unique and, at times, overwhelming 
process. As a singer and theatre nerd from 
way back, I know how important giving kids 
the opportunity to experience art, music and 
theatre at a young age is. Music, theatre and 
art are often a really safe place to express 
yourself and let your inner (or, in my case, 
not-so-inner) freak flag fly. A song or a story 
can break down barriers in amazing ways and 
I believe that it builds empathy, connection and 
creative problem solving. 

What are the challenges?
It’s a good challenge to have, but the sheer 
amount of groups wanting to use the BV&E 
venues! The phone and email enquiries are 
constantly coming in and on any given week we 
can have 25-30 events taking place across the 
venues we manage. 

Can you think of something funny, memorable 
or even bizarre that has happened during your 
time?
A few months ago the Australian Ballet was 
performing at Ulumbarra Theatre and I had to 
fill in for a staff member who was unwell. That 
shift was on ‘Wardrobe’ which meant assisting 
the Australian Ballet’s Head of Wardrobe to 
clean, press and organise all the incredible 
tutus. As a kid growing up doing dancing it was 
an ongoing joke that never once did I get to 
wear a tutu, I was always cast as the silly side 
kick or token animal, never the graceful swan. 
So it was fun to finally get my tutu moment 
behind the scenes.

Why do you think Bendigo Venues & Events is 
important for the community and visitors?
The quality and range of events that are 
presented in BV&E venues are helping to 
cement Bendigo on the map as a place of 
creativity. We are a key regional stop for major 
touring productions that draw visitors to Bendigo 
from surrounding areas, Victoria and interstate. 

What is the Ring Cycle and what will this 
performance mean for Bendigo?
Everything about this show is HUGE! And it is 
the first time it has been performed in Australia 
outside of a capital city. The Ring Cycle has a 
fanatical following, and people will be coming 
from all over Australia and internationally to 
see the performance. The best way to describe 
it is an opera-equivalent of Lord of the Rings. 
The Ring Cycle is actually four separate operas 
that, when combined, go for 21 hours! It’s full of 
dragons, magic, kick-ass warrior women called 
Valkyries and a truly enormous orchestra. 
The four operas in the Ring Cycle happen over 
two and a half weeks. It means visitors will 
have plenty of time in between each of the 
performances to enjoy everything Bendigo and 
surrounds have to offer. There will be a whole 
festival of events that will happen alongside 
the Ring Cycle performances, so hopefully the 
whole town will turn gold to celebrate this 
amazing coup for Bendigo. 



Over 80,000 residents and visitors enjoy 
this play space each year and its renewal 
will ensure it continues to be a much-loved 
destination for families for the next 20 years.

The new play space includes:

• A bigger footprint, with secure fencing and 
two entrances

• Junior and senior play zones with play 
equipment for all ages and abilities, and a 
variety of seating options

• A water play area and a quieter seating 
area in the colder months

• Native animal sculptures by Bendigo artist 
Yvonne George

• Play equipment includes a large pyramid 
climbing net, various swinging options 
including a log swing, accessible carousel, 
mini in-ground trampoline, see-saw 
rocker, combo play unit and nature play 
opportunities for quieter experiences

• An accessible ramp to a tall tower that 
incorporates an existing peppercorn tree 
and a shaded treehouse space, along with 
a climbing net and slides

• Tree planting to provide shade

The new play space has been funded 
through a $1.2M contribution from the 
Australian Government’s Local Roads 
and Community Infrastructure (LRCI) 
Program and $301,750 from the City 
of Greater Bendigo. 

Federal Member for Bendigo Lisa 
Chesters said the LRCI Program 
supports councils to deliver 
priority local road and community 
infrastructure projects across 
Australia, supporting jobs and the 
resilience of local economies 
to bounce back from the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“I’m looking forward to taking my own 
kids to the new play space when it opens 
and I’m sure many other local families will 
enjoy visiting it for many years to come,” Ms 
Chesters said.

The project is a key action of 
the City’s Lake Weeroona 

Masterplan 2011 and 
is expected to be 
completed in mid-
December 2022. 

Get excited for the new  
Lake Weeroona play space!
An exciting, new $1.5M play space at Lake Weeroona – one of the Greater Bendigo’s 
most visited public spaces – is nearing completion.

The City of Greater Bendigo recently 
installed new shelters and seating at the 
Truscott Reserve Dog Park in California 
Gully and the Heathcote Dog Park to provide 
shade and respite for dog owners who visit 
the parks.

Other improvements undertaken at Truscott 
Reserve Dog Park include installation of 
two additional park bench seats and eight 
natural logs for seating and for dogs to jump 
over and enjoy natural play. 

In addition, the existing walking path has 
been extended to create a loop with levelling 
and drainage. New locks have also been 
installed on the entries to both the small and 
large dog areas.

Greater Bendigo boasts four fully fenced 
dog parks featuring both small and large 
dog areas where dogs can meet other dogs, 
and their owners can make new friends too. 
Dog parks are located in Allingham Street, 
Kangaroo Flat; Crook Street, Strathdale; 
Herriot Street, Heathcote and Turner Street, 
California Gully. 

Improving our dog parks
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Health
Desexed pets have a reduced risk of getting 
cancer and diseases of the reproductive 
organs. They also statistically live longer 
than those that are not desexed.

Female animals in particular can suffer 
from nutritional deficiencies if breeding 
and are prone to physical exhaustion. 
There are also many complications that 
can occur for a pregnant animal, resulting 
in significant surgery costs or postpartum 
care requirements.

Behaviour
Desexed pets are less prone to wander, 
fight, and are less likely to get lost or 
injured. They have reduced territorial 
behaviour such as spraying indoors and 
are less likely to suffer from anti-social 
behaviours. 

Desexed pets are generally more 
affectionate and become better social 
companions. Male dogs are less likely to 
‘mount’ people’s legs, and female cats 
won’t have a ‘heat’ cycle where they cry 
loudly and make every attempt to escape 
their home in search of a mate.

Cost
Breeding animals requires additional 
nutritional requirements for both the 
mother during her pregnancy, but also 
while she is lactating and for the young 
animals themselves. This additional food 
bill can very quickly add up!  

Rehoming young animals also comes at a 
cost. Anyone wanting to rehome an animal 
– even for free – is required by law to have 
a source number with the Pet Exchange 
Register, and the pet must be microchipped 
prior to being sold or given away. Failure 
to do this may result in a fine payable by 
the person who bred and gave away or 
sold the animal.

The cost savings of a desexed pet are both 
of benefit to the owner and to the wider 
community. Caring for unwanted kittens 
is a huge expense to our municipality, 
with BARC providing care to over 1,000 
unwanted kittens each year and, this year 
alone, nearly 100 unwanted puppies.

BARC and the City of Greater Bendigo 
continue to tackle the unwanted cat 
population in Bendigo by providing 
discount cat desexing to eligible residents. 
There are currently two discount desexing 
schemes available so that eligible cat 
owners can choose the scheme most 
convenient for them.

For more information visit BARC’s website, 
www.bendigoanimalreliefcentre.com.au 

Spay and 
neuter 

– the ball’s 
in your 
court!

Many of us have heard 
the argument for 

desexing to reduce the 
number of unwanted 

litters of cats and dogs 
in shelters, but there are 

other benefits that you 
may not have considered!
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AXEDALE

Axedale-Kimbolton Road – stage 2 road 
reconstruction

BENDIGO

Lake Weeroona play space 

Short Street – footpath 

Tom Flood redevelopment

Wattle Street – footpath

EPSOM

Howard Street - bridge upgrade

JACKASS FLAT

Jobs Gully Road – footpath

STRATHFIELDSAYE

Guys Hill Road – footpath 

Taylors Lane – footpath The City of Greater Bendigo will undertake a significant 
$2M project in 2023 to complete much-needed repairs 
to the ageing Kennington Reservoir dam wall and 
infrastructure.

Kennington Reservoir was constructed in 
1861 and had its last major upgrade when 
it was widened and repaired almost 100 
years ago, in 1929, due to seepage issues. 
It has not had any major renewal works 
undertaken on it since then.

Over the past decade the City has 
commissioned a specialist engineer to 
regularly monitor and report on the dam 
wall. The reports have recommended repair 
work be undertaken to ensure the reservoir 
continues to remain safe and open to the 
public.

The City has obtained a planning permit for 
the following works to take place:

• Replace the dam wall outlet pipe, as it is at 
the end of its usable life 

• Remove vegetation from the upstream 
batter* (wet side), as tree roots create 
seepage paths into the wall 

• Repairs to the fishing platforms

• Reprofile and repair the shape of the 
upstream batter and line the face with a 
rock beaching to ensure no erosion

• Repairs to the waterproof layer along the 
length of the wall to ensure no seepage 
through the wall 

• Repairs to the damaged spillway and a 
short section of the downstream creek 
channel

Kennington Reservoir is a unique nature 
conservation and passive recreation area 
that is greatly valued by the community. 
The City will undertake the works to have 
the least impact possible on aquatic wildlife, 
however the work will require the removal of 
some vegetation and trees.

The work is planned to commence in 
early 2023 and is expected to be complete 
before the end of the year. More detailed 
information about the project is available at 
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/majorprojects 

City to undertake major 
repairs to Kennington 
Reservoir dam wall

gb quiz answers 

1. 1998  2. Djaa Djuwima  3. True!   4. South Bendigo Football Netball Club   
5. Next to Faith Leech Aquatic Centre  6. C – 437  7. Strathfieldsaye Transfer Station   
8. 1861  9. True – it opens March 18, 2023  10. Dimples Lane (off Queen Street)

 *A batter is a slope to the bottom of the dam wall (at ground level).
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WHAT’S IN 
THE WORKS?
As part of the City of Greater Bendigo’s 
commitment to deliver improved 
infrastructure, a range of works are 
currently underway or have recently 
been completed.

DID YOU KNOW?
The City is responsible for looking 
after more than 1,500kms of sealed 
roads and 1,400kms of unsealed 
(gravel) roads.



FREE 
DOMESTIC 
GREEN WASTE 
DISPOSAL

The City of Greater 
Bendigo has partnered 
with Game On Recycling to 
undertake a pilot project 
to collect, reuse and 
recycle old and unwanted 
sporting equipment at the 
Strathfieldsaye Transfer 
Station.

Through the initiative, local residents, schools 
and clubs can now take their old, unwanted 
sporting equipment to the Strathfieldsaye 
Transfer Station for free. 

Sporting equipment with life left in it will 
be made available to the next user, either 
through the transfer station or community 
partnerships, while equipment that is no 
longer fit for purpose will be processed and 
separated into materials that can be used 
again in Australian manufacturing and turned 
into a new product.

Local residents, schools and clubs can help 
by cleaning out their storerooms, children’s 
rooms and garages, and recycling their sports 
equipment that is no longer wanted at the 
Strathfieldsaye Transfer Station. All forms of 
sporting equipment, except for clothing, shoes 
and boots will be accepted.

Game On Recycling is a pilot sports equipment 
product stewardship scheme, co-funded by 
the Australian Government’s National Product 
Stewardship Investment Fund, Australia and 
New Zealand Recycling Platform (ANZRP) and 
Wilson Sporting Goods Co. The project started 
July 1, 2021 and will continue until March 2023. 

For more details about products recycled by 
Game On Recycling and the new products they 
create, visit  www.gameonrecycling.com.au 

Greater Bendigo residents can dispose of 
green waste for free all year round at the City 
of Greater Bendigo’s Eaglehawk Landfill and 
Goornong and Heathcote transfer stations.

While residents are using their organics bins, 
this time of the year can mean excess green 
waste to get rid of.

Residents who take the time to keep their 
properties clear of vegetation will help 
minimise fire risk during the summer months 
and decrease the amount of work they need 
to do in the garden.

Only green waste from residential properties 
will be accepted free of charge. Commercial 
vehicles will be charged a disposal fee.

The Eaglehawk Landfill is open Monday to 
Friday from 8am - 4pm and 8am - 4.30pm on 
weekends. The Heathcote Transfer Station 
is open from 8am - 4.30pm on Wednesday, 
Thursday, Saturday and Sunday, and the 
Goornong Transfer Station is open  
8am - 4.30pm on Wednesday, Saturday and 
Sunday. 

Recycle old or unwanted sporting equipment
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EPPALOCK WARD
Cr Margaret O’Rourke

In recent months it has been very exciting 
to see several community projects reaching 
milestones. Some have been on the books 
through various Council terms and a couple 
are large projects that our community 
have been working with Council staff on. I 
am pleased to see many have been in the 
Eppalock Ward, however they are for the 
benefit of our whole community.  

Kennington Recreation Reserve Pavilion, 
Wolstencroft Reserve play space, Ewing Park 
skate park, shelter at the Heathcote Dog 
Park, and a new walking and cycling path 
in Strathfieldsaye are just some community 
projects of recent note. These projects are 

either now complete or work is progressing 
on the next stage. It is fair to say that a 
project receiving a budget announcement is 
just the beginning of the process.  

Some of these projects were considered 
over at least three Council terms and 
needed Victorian Government funding 
to assist us. This helps enormously and, 
thankfully, not all the financial responsibility 
sits with us as ratepayers. We are grateful 
for these partnerships with other levels of 
government. 

Our community assets in Greater Bendigo 
are among some of the best in the country; 
and the examples I raise are to show these 
are your projects! Community projects that 

you have all worked tirelessly on for many 
years, thank you for your dedication and to 
City of Greater Bendigo staff also!

We’re now planning for the 2023/2024 
Budget and I’m looking forward to seeing 
what projects are on the horizon, big or 
small, for us this year and the years to come!

Best wishes to residents for a very happy 
and safe Christmas season and 2023. 

Pictured above: South Bendigo Football Netball 
Club President Rick Townsend, South Bendigo 
Football Netball Club Senior Netball Operations 
Manager Gill Davey, Cr Margaret O’Rourke and 
Bendigo United Cricket Club President Adrian 
Bassett.

What’s happening in your ward?

www.bendigo.vic.gov.au

Merry Christmas from the City of 
Greater Bendigo. 
We wish you and your family a 
joyful festive season and a happy 
and healthy 2023. 

Note: The Whipstick Ward Councillor for this edition is Mayor Cr Andrea Metcalf. To read her column, please refer to page 3.



LOCKWOOD WARD
Cr Rod Fyffe
Recently, I was presented with an award 
acknowledging 35 years of service as a 
Councillor. 

It was never something I intended to 
achieve, it’s just happened naturally 
as I fell more in love with the Bendigo 
community. 

I’m not from here originally but I’d like 
to think after all this time, I’m a local 
by now!

This year actually marks 37 years in 
the job but given I passed the 35-year 
milestone during the pandemic, the 
celebrations were delayed. 

It’s been a wonderful privilege. Over this 
period there has been amazing change 
and growth for Greater Bendigo, and I 
have very much enjoyed the opportunity 
to be part of steering the ship and 
contributing to a range of important 
decisions.  

Personal highlights include placing 
the Aboriginal flag permanently on 
the Bendigo Town Hall, overseeing the 
citizenship ceremony for basketballer 
Kelsey Griffin after a Bendigo Spirit 
game and meeting model Jennifer 
Hawkins at the Bendigo Art Gallery. 

There’s been a range of important 
planning matters but perhaps the 
biggest one, in terms of submissions 
to Council, was the supermarket on 
Howard Street in Epsom. At the time 
it was very divisive in the community 
but people have come to accept the 
decision. It is always a balance but the 
decision making has to be guided by 
what is best for the community overall.

There’s also been huge investment in 
infrastructure, think Bendigo Stadium, 
Bendigo Airport and flights to Sydney, 
the brilliant Ulumbarra Theatre, Gurri 
Wanyarra Wellbeing Centre, Bendigo 
Botanic Gardens developments, and 
many new sports pavilions, club rooms, 
courts, ovals and lighting upgrades. 

Being a Councillor is still a role I greatly 
enjoy. I love meeting people and helping 
where I can. I’ve been overwhelmed 
by the kind messages since receiving 
this acknowledgement, and I thank 
my family and the community for their 
support.

Pictured below: Cr Rod Fyffe (right) and 
Danial Mason at the launch of his book - 
Custody - Blood is Thicker Than Water.

www.bendigo.vic.gov.au

Councillor emails, like other correspondence, are 
the property of the City of Greater Bendigo and may 
be referred to a staff member for action. As with any 
correspondence, if you would like emails to be kept 
private and confidential please place ‘private and 
confidential’ in the subject line.

Unsure what ward you live in?   
Visit www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/
aboutgreaterbendigo?

Get in touch...

EPPALOCK WARD

Cr Matthew Evans

T 4408 6694  M 0437 867 028 
E m.evans@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Cr Margaret O’Rourke

T 4408 6692  M 0429 061 096 
E m.orourke@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Cr Greg Penna

T 4408 6690  M 0429 721 958 
E g.penna@bendigo.vic.gov.au

LOCKWOOD WARD

Deputy Mayor Cr Dr Jennifer 
Alden

T 4408 6695  M 0499 005 735 
E j.alden@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Cr Rod Fyffe OAM

T 4408 6688  M 0419 874 015 
E r.fyffe@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Cr Vaughan Williams

T 4408 6696  M 0437 858 776 
E v.williams@bendigo.vic.gov.au

WHIPSTICK WARD

Mayor Cr Andrea Metcalf

T 4408 6697  M 0499 009 096 
E a.metcalf@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Cr Dave Fagg
T 4408 6698  M 0437 892 918 
E d.fagg@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Cr Julie Sloan

T 4408 6689  M 0437 862 975 
E j.sloan@bendigo.vic.gov.au
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Greater Bendigo is the 
place to be this summer for 
a fantastic range of events, 
so there’s something for 
everyone as the weather 
warms up!

To check out the full list 
of events and activities 
on offer, visit www.
bendigosummerinthe 
parks.com

The popular Summer in the Parks program 
has returned for 2022/2023 featuring free 
or low-cost events and activities during 
the months of December, January and 
February. 

With support from the City of Greater 
Bendigo, Agnico Eagle Australia (formerly 
Fosterville Gold Mine) and local community 
groups and organisations, Bendigo’s 
beautiful parks will come alive with outdoor 
cinema entertainment, live music from local 
acts, and community activities and events. 

Highlights in  
Greater Bendigo
Carols by Candlelight in Rosalind Park is 
on Sunday December 18. Enjoy singing 
your favourite carols and a visit from Santa 
Claus. While you’re there, snap a selfie at 
the Christmas tree and the festive-themed 
BENDIGO sign nearby.

In January and February, enjoy Summer in 
the Parks free outdoor cinema nights and 
music under the stars. 

Movies in the Park
Clifford – The Big Red Dog 
Friday January 6, 6pm to 8pm 
Barrack Reserve, Heathcote  

Sing 2 
Friday January 13, 6pm to 8pm 
Cooinda Park, Golden Square

Minions – The Rise of Gru 
Thursday January 19, 6pm to 8pm 
Axedale Park, Axedale

Music in the Park
‘Kid’ James Trio 
Friday February 3, 6.30pm to 8.30pm 
Garden for the Future, White Hills 

Taylor Sheridan  
Friday February 10, 6.30pm to 8.30pm 
Crook Street Park, Strathdale 

The Grinners and John Grossman Project 
Friday February 17, 6.20pm to 8.30pm 
Canterbury Park, Eaglehawk

Alli & Andrew 
Friday February 24, 6.30pm to 8.30pm 
Garden for the Future, White Hills 

Celebrate the New Year with fireworks
The City is set to host another spectacular 
fireworks display to ring in the New Year on 
Saturday December 31.

There will be an early fireworks display at 
9.15pm for families to enjoy and then another 
display will light up the sky at midnight to 
celebrate 2023!

The fireworks will be launched from the 
Rosalind Park Poppet Head and can be 
viewed from the Queen Elizabeth Oval.

If New Year’s Eve is a total fire ban day, the 
fireworks display will be cancelled. 
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Summer is the perfect excuse 
to round up family members or 
friends for a picnic in the great 
outdoors. Think flora, fauna and 
fabulous food made locally – a 
perfect combination for a delicious 
picnic at one of Greater Bendigo’s 
popular hotspots.
Grab your picnic basket and rug, 
stock up on delicious and fresh 
local produce and freshly baked 
bread along the way, or choose 
from a variety of local eateries 
for a takeaway lunch or early 
dinner. 

PICNIC BUCKET LIST
On a hot summer’s day sit under the 
ancient elms in Rosalind Park and cool 
down in the shade. The heritage-rich 
Rosalind Park provides a lush refuge in 
summer.

Discover Eaglehawk’s hidden gem 
Canterbury Gardens, with its beautiful 
formal and cottage-style beds, for peace 
and quiet. A short stroll takes you to 
nearby Lake Tom Thumb and Lake 
Neangar, where plenty of birdlife and 
wildlife come to play. 

Head to the lush greenery and take in the 
30,000 climate-resilient plants that are 
flourishing at the Garden for the Future 
in White Hills. There are plenty of picnic 
spots surrounded by established flowers, 
bushes and trees.

You may prefer the traditional Bendigo 
Botanic Gardens nearby where you can 
make your entrance through the Arch of 
Triumph and enjoy a different but equally 
serene setting, with stunning heritage 
flower beds and established trees. Walk by 
the new community hub, Larni Garingilang, 
where plants are settling into their new 
home. The name means ‘home of growth’ 
in the language of the Dja Dja Wurrung, the 
Traditional Owners of the land. 

If you are picnicking with youngsters full 
of energy, entertain them at the award-
winning Eaglehawk play space or Crook 
Street play space in Strathdale, or try out 
the new-look Lake Weeroona play space 
and enjoy a circuit around the lake on foot 
or by bike. BBQ facilities are also 
nearby for a sausage sizzle.

Enjoy an easy stroll around Kennington 
Reservoir before finding a picnic table or 
bench among the trees. It’s a great place 
to enjoy nature and relax by the shore.

If you’re seeking to combine a picnic with 
water activities, head to Crusoe Reservoir 
in Kangaroo Flat. Crusoe Reservoir is 
a local favourite for swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, bushwalking and photography. 
Surrounded by bushland views and scenic 
walking tracks, this is a beautiful spot 
for recreation and relaxation. The track 
around the reservoir is 3.3km, so it’s good 
for cycling, jogging and bushwalking. 
There are picnic tables and shelter too.

It’s a great swimming spot with a wooden 
platform on the shoreline and an island 
pontoon further out in the water. The 
pontoon features a large platform and 
two ladders, providing plenty of space for 
a group of people and creating a great 
opportunity for diving. Please be aware  
no dogs are allowed at Crusoe  
Reservoir and penalties  
apply. 
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Bendigo may be best known for its stunning streetscapes and unique heritage 
buildings, but it only takes a short stroll to see extraordinary works from talented 
artists adding contemporary vibrancy and creativity to city centre spaces.

Here’s a self-guided walking tour of some 
of the incredible public street art adorning 
laneways and buildings that celebrate 
Bendigo’s talented and innovative creative 
community. You’ll be surprised just how 
many beautiful works are all around you, so 
look up, take them in and enjoy!

CARRIAGEWAY LANE  
(NEXT TO THE CAPITAL ON VIEW 
STREET)

Keep an eye out for new digital projections 
that appear on the wall of Carriageway Lane, 
thanks to two high-end digital projectors. The 
first artwork projected was created by local 
artist Alicia Huddy to coincide with the City of 
Greater Bendigo’s Bloom spring campaign.

Managed by Bendigo Venues & Events 
staff, the projectors will be used to display 
artwork created by local artists and aligned 
with annual cultural development programs, 
including the RAW Arts Awards and NAIDOC 
Week.

BATH LANE PRECINCT

Daisylegs - pictured below 
A colourful, geometric mural that represents 
a map of Bendigo and how much Bendigo 
has grown. Commissioned by the City and 
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank in 2017.

Exhibit B 
A gallery space located at Bendigo Bank 
Central. This creative hub was established 
by the City and supported by Bendigo and 
Adelaide Bank and is used by local artists 
and arts groups of all kinds, including 
students, children and professional creatives.

Djaara Lights 
The beautiful Djaara Lights celebrates 
Dja Dja Wurrung cultural heritage and 
language through art and augmented 
reality via an app. This lets you experience 
one of Bendigo’s most unique cultural art 
activations. Djaara Lights was created by 
First Nations artists Troy Firebrace and Drew 
Berick, with input from local students. The 
best time to visit the activation is from 8pm - 
11pm each night (until 2024). 

Jack Fran 
This stunning mural is the work of Adelaide 
artist Jack Fran, in collaboration with local 
group Nacho Station. If you’re lucky enough 
to view this mural at the right time of day, 
you’ll see the blue lady tipping her hat to the 
sun as a heavy shadow cuts across the wall.

Baby Guerilla 
Renowned street artist Baby Guerilla has 
installed a dreamlike piece of art which sees 
a suited office worker hand painted onto a 
wall. The figure can be perceived as floating, 
falling or levitating, depending on the intent 
of the viewer. Commissioned by the City and 
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank in 2018.

ON SHOW EVERYDAY 
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Bendigo Venues & Events’ Creative 
Communities team is responsible for a 
range of arts and cultural services that 
support and nurture the development 
of creatives and artists living in Greater 
Bendigo. They manage a range of exhibition 
spaces and administer programs that 
link artists to opportunities, venues and 
infrastructure to assist artists to develop 
their arts practice in the region. 

For information about these programs, 
head to www.bendigoregion.com.au/arts-
culture-theatres/local-arts or the Creative 
Communities Facebook page.

CHANCERY LANE

An eclectic mix of food, fashion and art has 
awakened one of Bendigo’s most endearing 
laneways. Works were first commissioned in 
2012 until they grew and evolved to what you 
see now.

Originally known as Dispensary Lane in 
recognition of the busy pharmacy that was 
once located on the laneway, Chancery Lane 
is now home to a number of street art pieces. 
Take a walk down the laneway and see for 
yourself.

It features pop art-style works created by 
local artist Chris Duffy that can also be 
spotted in many streets and places around 
the city centre.

Paste up wall  
Bursting with local and regional creative 
expression, the paste up wall is one of the 
draw cards to this thriving laneway. Local 
and visiting artists are encouraged to 
contribute their own paste up creations in 
this laneway.

Commissioned murals at Chancery Lane 
Located at the Hargreaves Street-end of 
Chancery Lane, these murals have been 
commissioned by the City and various 
community partners, and are updated with 
new works from time to time. 

The latest temporary mural was 
commissioned by Sustainability Victoria and 
The LOTE Agency as part of the Small Acts, 
Big Impact campaign. The mural created by 
artist Yan Yan Candy Ng reflects Bendigo’s 
growing, culturally diverse community and 
encourages residents to recycle and find 
ways to reduce waste.  

DIMPLES LANE (OFF QUEEN STREET)

This laneway has a mix of works. A stand out 
is Geoffrey Carran and Rowena Martinich’s 
artwork commissioned by Villawood and 
the City. This colourful artwork features 
endangered birds from the region. 

HARGREAVES STREET

The forecourt at Bendigo Town Hall features 
the Progress Pride Flag. The mural, 
delivered by Nacho Station, reflects the City’s 
support for the LGBTQIA+ community.

MITCHELL STREET

The exhibition space in Bendigo and Adelaide 
Bank’s flagship branch on Mitchell Street is 
curated by City staff to support artists from 
various ages and backgrounds, including 
children, amateur and professional creatives. 
Artists can apply to exhibit their artwork at 
Exhibit B (at Bendigo Bank Central) or on 
Mitchell Street.

On the corner of Mitchell Street and 
Myers Street, you can see Minna Leunig’s 
magnificent iconic native animals that bring 
colour and fun to the streetscape. 

LYTTLE EAT STREET

Check out the new murals that add colour to 
this bustling food precinct. The new murals 
were project managed by creative Alicia 
Huddy who mentored artists Corey Borg and 
Patrick Mawson. Other pavement murals in 
the popular precinct have been created by 
Nacho Station. 

On the corner of Mitchell Street and Lyttleton 
Terrace is George Rose’s colourful mural 
that was commissioned by Bendigo and 
Adelaide Bank. 

BACK CREEK ART TRAIL

The Back Creek Art Trail is a showcase of 
local art where walls are available to artists 
looking to flex their creativity. 

The art is along the McIvor underpass, 
Mundy Street bridge, Williamson Street 
bridge and Miller Street underpass.

Artworks are updated 
frequently by local, regional 
and visiting artists. Contact 
Nacho Station direct or 
scan the QR code. 
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Some of Australia’s most 
iconic masterpieces are 
celebrated in a major 
new exhibition at Bendigo 
Art Gallery that opens in 
March 2023. 

Australiana: Designing a Nation showcases 
Australiana in art and design that captures 
moments in the nation’s history to the 
present day. The free exhibition identifies 
the distinct traditions that have reflected 
and changed with popular notions of art and 
design of Australian identity and style over 
different times.

Presented exclusively at Bendigo Art Gallery 
in partnership with the National Gallery of 
Victoria, this expansive exhibition will include 
more than 200 objects on display, ranging 
from drawings and painting to photographs, 

fashion and design, including several works 
by Ken Done, renowned fashion house 
Romance Was Born and Girramay/Yidinji/
Kuku Yalanji artist Tony Albert.

The free exhibition encompasses expressions 
of culture and connection to Country 
from First Nations artists and 
designers, to creatives who 
explore national and personal 
identity. 

Bendigo Art Gallery Director Jessica 
Bridgfoot said the exhibition highlighted 
the way artists and art movements had 
sought to capture what was uniquely 
Australian through different time periods.  

“From the long-standing traditions of 
Australia’s First Peoples, to historic and 
modern moments of nationalistic fervour in 
the colony, the exhibition captures Australia’s 
social and cultural history and popular 
notions of identity and style,” Ms Bridgfoot 
said.

“Included are two of the most recognisable 
works of Australian art, Tom Roberts’ iconic 
Shearing the Rams (1890) and Russell 
Drysdale’s Moody’s Pub (1941), as well 
as several other masterpieces from the 
National Gallery of Victoria.  

“In addition, we have been able to access 
works from the Australiana Fund collection, 
which furnishes the four official residences 
of the Governor-General and Prime Minister 
of Australia.

Designing 
a nation 
– tracing Australia’s changing 
identity and style

“It includes many highly 
significant works of 
Australian art and 
design."

Above: Ken Done, Sydney Sunday (detail) 1982. 
Collection of the artist.

Below: Kenny Pittock, Melted Bubble’O 2020. 
Courtesy of the artist.
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Are you looking to join a local club 
or to find and attend local events?

Visit the CONNECT Greater Bendigo website  
www.connectgreaterbendigo.com to find-join-connect with 
a comprehensive range of local community clubs, groups, 
organisations and events.

“It includes many highly significant works 
of Australian art and design, as well as 
works by international artists that feature 
Australian motifs.  

“Brought together, the pieces tell a 
fascinating story about Australia’s ideas 
about nationhood.”

Director of the National Gallery 
of Victoria Tony Elwood AM 
said he was delighted to 
work closely with Bendigo 
Art Gallery so that many 
significant Australian works 
from the NGV collection 
could be included.  

“This is an expansive 
exhibition that 
interrogates the 
way art and design 
have influenced our 
sense of national 
identity,” Mr 
Elwood said. 

Highlights include: 
• Several works by Ken Done. A 

household name in Australia, 
Done’s bold and joyful depictions 
of both the natural and built 
iconography of Australia have been 
expressed through his enduring 
career as a painter and have 
been successfully translated into 
popular product designs

• Girramay/Yidinji/Kuku Yalanji 
artist Tony Albert’s epic installation 
CLASH 2019, which draws from his 
collections of ‘Aboriginalia’ – kitsch 
souvenirs and domestic items that 
depict caricatures of First Nations 
people and appropriated motifs in 
an expression of reclamation and 
resistance  

• Melbourne artist Kenny Pittock’s 
Melted Bubble’O 2020. Pittock 
has also been commissioned to 
make a playful new sculptural 
installation for the exhibition titled 
100 Australian Ice-Creams

• Bush magic dress and gumnut 
cap by renowned fashion house 
Romance Was Born, which pays 
homage to the much-loved 
Australian children’s author May 
Gibbs

• Hilda Rix Nicholas’ In the Bush 
(Dorothy Richmond on horseback) 
1927. Ballarat-born Hilda Rix 
Nicholas (1884-1961) returned 
from European travels at the end of 
World War 1 with a palette inspired 
by French painting but fuelled 
with a nationalistic desire to depict 
aspects of rural Australian life

• Works from the Rennie Ellis 
Photographic Archive that capture 
over three decades of Australian 
life, celebrity and culture from the 
1960s onwards

• Marrithiyel artist Paul McCann’s 
Saltwater Crocodile gown, Pink 
Water Lily gown and White Ochre 
gown (all 2022), unique garments 
the artist calls ‘bling bling 
faboriginal’, which were featured 
in Vogue Australia and recently 
acquired by Bendigo Art Gallery

Romance Was Born, 
Bush magic dress and 
gumnut cap 2015. NGV. 
© Romance Was Born. 
Photo: Narelle Wilson/
NGV.

Top right: Tom 
Roberts, Shearing the 
rams (detail) 1890. 
NGV. Photo: Predrag 
Cancar/NGV.

Australiana: Designing a Nation 
features visual and decorative 
arts as well as photography, 
illustration, furniture, jewellery, 
moving image and fashion. 

Australiana: Designing a Nation
Bendigo Art Gallery - March 18 
to June 25, 2023
www.bendigoartgallery.com.au
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Puds for All Seasons – a 
great range that includes 
date and butterscotch, 
double chocolate with 
orange and Cointreau, 
cranberry and white 
chocolate. Gluten and dairy 
free, as well as vegan puds 
available

Bridgeward Grove – spiced figs 
add a delicious addition to roast 
pork. The fig glaze can be mixed 
with butter and honey to glaze 
the Christmas ham

Holy Goat Cheese – sweet, high quality 
milk and cheeses come from free range 
goats that enjoy a rich diet of native 
grasses, herbs and shrubs

Favourite Flavours 
ice creamery – 

delicious freshly 
made ice creams 
and sorbets in a 

variety of flavours

Husk & Harvest – this award-winning 
Redesdale orchard produces a range 
of delicious products including spiced 
walnuts, espresso walnuts, maple and 
sesame walnuts and cardamom 
walnut biscuits

Romagna 29 paneforte – 
made by hand, the paneforte 
is a treasured Italian family 
recipe using nuts and fruits that’s 
perfect for a cheeseboard or just 
enjoyed as a slice with a coffee

Fresh fruit and vegetables from 
Huntly Organics, Bendigo 
Organics, Billabong Organics, 
Simply Tomatoes, Blackwood 
Orchard cherries, Hill Crest 
Farm, and Harcourt Produce 
and General Store

5
34

FESTIVE FOOD 
COUNTDOWN

1Treacy Patisserie – 
modern, eye-catching, 
and well-balanced petit 
gateaux, macarons and 
confectionary

Celebrate 12 days of Christmas with these delicious treats created by 
talented producers and artisans from our gastronomy region. They will 
impress guests and make great gift ideas. Here are some gastronomic 

delights for your countdown to Christmas. 

Bendigo Visitor 
Centre and 
Heathcote Visitor 
Centre – find a wide 
variety of produce and 
gift ideas from the 
Uniquely Bendigo 
range, including a 
variety of hampers
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Bendigo Brittle – a sweet addition to 
your Christmas table or the perfect 

stocking filler. Products include 
peanut, macadamia, almond, pistachio 

and vegan brittles packaged up in 
beautiful matte black tins that are 

perfect for storing all your bits and 
bobs in afterwards

SPIRITED AWAY
Heathcote Gin has 10 gins in 
its range that draw on different 
flavours, aromas and ingredients to 
form different varieties, all created 
on Cambrian soils.

Morris Lane Distillery and Rothesay 
Estate use Australian-grown grain, 
fruit and botanicals for their gins. 

TOAST CHRISTMAS WITH 
A NEW FAVOURITE TIPPLE

The craft beer scene is seriously 
hopping with boutique breweries 
and crafty bars proving popular, 
serving up local ales and ciders. 

The Gastronomy region has a 
wide variety including Palling 
Bros, Shedshaker Brewery, True 
Brew, Cornella Brewing Company, 
Tooborac Brewery, Love Shack 
Brewing, Harcourt Cider and more.

Heathcote Women in Wine, a mix of 
winemakers, viticulturists, business 
managers and marketers, have 
selected a bespoke Wine Calendar, 
which includes 12 handcrafted 
wines from five of the region’s 
most celebrated producers (six 
white wines, two rosé, two Spanish 
varietals and two Heathcote shiraz).

As one of Victoria’s oldest wine 
regions, Bendigo and Heathcote 
boast over 50 cellar doors from 
small boutiques to larger-scale 
wineries. Check out the Bendigo 
Winegrowers and the Heathcote 
Winegrowers for more festive and 
holiday wine ideas. 

Businesses in this feature are part of the 
Bendigo Gastronomy region and may be 
aligned with a local tourism body or food/
beverage association from the region or 
may appear in the Gastronomy Guide: 
www.bendigoregion.com.au/explore-
bendigo/bendigo-and-region-gastronomy-
guide, or the Local Producer List: www. 
bendigogastronomy.com.au/producers

McIvor Farm – choose from free range 
Berkshire pork and ham from this 
award-winning farm where products are 
handcrafted on site and perfect for your 
hospitality to stand out this season

Indulge Fine Belgian Chocolate – the 
chocolatier has beautifully handcrafted 

Christmas trees and Christmas lollipops. 
The festive range also includes hand-

crafted fruit mince tarts, shortbread and 
gingerbread biscuits, plus Christmas 

hampers filled with Indulge chocolate and 
locally produced goods from the region

• Bendigo Visitor Centre
• Heathcote Visitor Centre
• Bendigo Wholefoods
• Edwards Providore
• Harvest Food and Wine
    •   PepperGreen Farm
       •   The Loddon Shed

You can find plenty more ideas for your festive table at retail and hospitality  
outlets that are proud to showcase the best of our region. If you’re stuck for  
gift ideas, there’s plenty of inspiration at local retailers:

11
10
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You can also connect with passionate 
producers at Bendigo Community 
Farmers Market, Castlemaine Farmers 
Market and Talbot Market, where 
you will find fresh local and regional 
produce and unique gift ideas.

For more information, visit  
www.bendigogastronomy.com.au



Bendigo has scooped silver in the 
2022 Top Tourism Town category in the 
Australian Awards, which recognised 
Bendigo as a must-see destination.

The award celebrates Bendigo’s strong 
commitment to deliver the very best 
experiences and high-quality customer 
service for visitors (with a population 
over 5,000).

Over 148 towns across Australia were 
nominated across three categories. 
Submissions were assessed based 
on written and video itinerary of the 
region, online user reviews of key 
attractions and a public vote. 

City of Greater Bendigo Director 
Strategy and Growth Steve Hamilton 
said the award confirmed Bendigo’s 
place as a must-see destination in 
Australia. 

“Our visitor experience is highly 
regarded, and visitors have voted 
us the second-best tourism town 
in the nation, which is a fantastic 
achievement,” Mr Hamilton said.

“The visitor economy is crucial 
for our region’s success and 
we are lucky enough to have 

amazing and passionate 
businesses in hospitality, 

accommodation, retail 
and attractions who 
create memorable 

and welcoming 
experiences for 

visitors.”

If you have visitors coming to stay in 
Greater Bendigo during the holidays, why 
not consider getting yourself a Bendigo 
Ambassador Pass and enjoy some local 
perks?

The 2022/2023 Bendigo Ambassador Pass 
features experiences and discounts to help 
Greater Bendigo residents show off the best 
of the city and region to visitors.

The cost of showing visitors around 
can quickly add up, but with a Bendigo 
Ambassador Pass you can enjoy a free full-
fee paying adult entry, as well as a range 
of offers from other local businesses. The 
pass makes it easier and cheaper for you 
to accompany visiting friends and family so 
together you can enjoy the best of Bendigo’s 
experiences and have plenty to talk about. 

It is completely free to obtain a Bendigo 
Ambassador Pass, the only condition is that 
you must be a Greater Bendigo resident. 
Head to www.bendigotourism.com for a 
full list of offers and to complete the quick 
Ambassador Pass form. The free pass will be 
emailed to you. 

Pictured above: City of Greater Bendigo Tourism 
and Major Events staff: Tanya Cavallaro, Terry 
Karamaloudis and Glenn Harvey. Photo by Ben 
Calvert Photography.

BENDIGO VISITOR CENTRE 
RECEIVES TOP RANKING ON 
TRIPADVISOR

Did you know the Bendigo Visitor 
Centre is in the top 10 per cent of 
listings for travel recommendations on 
Tripadvisor?

The Bendigo Visitor Centre has been 
recognised in the Travellers’ Choice 
Awards 2022, which celebrates 
businesses that have received great 
traveller reviews from around the 
world on Tripadvisor over the past 12 
months. 

It acknowledges that Bendigo Visitor 
Centre provides a high level of 
services to customers.

The Bendigo Visitor Centre, housed 
in the grand Post Office building on 
Pall Mall, is owned and operated by 
the City of Greater Bendigo and has 
won several Victorian Tourism Awards 
and a silver at the Qantas Australian 
Tourism Awards earlier this year.

The centre has a dedicated team of 
staff and volunteers who run the 
centre seven days a week, except 
Christmas Day. Visitors can book tours, 
accommodation and experiences, 
and discover the best attractions and 
things to do in the region. 

Silver for Bendigo in 
Australia’s top tourism 
awards

Hosting 
visitors this 
summer?

Bendigo Ambassador Pass highlights 
include one FREE entry with a full price 
adult or family ticket from the following 
businesses:

• Bendigo Pottery’s Museum entry

• Bendigo Town Hall and Sandhurst tours*

• Golden Dragon Museum entry

• Victorian Goldfields Railway train ride* 

• Discovery Science and Technology Centre

*Booking recommended

These businesses have exclusive offers:

• Great Stupa – Free entry to all. Bring 
one or more guests and show your 
Ambassador Pass. Each person will 
receive a free Great Stupa pen

• Bring one or more visitors to a Star 
Cinema screening and receive 
a $5 snack bar voucher
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WHAT’S 
ON

ELF ACADEMY 
Elf Academy is returning to 
Central Deborah Gold Mine! 
Through a series of different 
craft activities, games and 
challenges, children will 
gain all the skills required to 
become a qualified Elf. 

Discover how to care for 
animals, create masterpieces 
worthy of hanging on any 
tree, stack presents as high 
as the clouds and, most 
importantly, prepare Santa 
for his around-the-world trip.

December 16 -23 / Central 
Deborah Gold Mine /   
www.central-deborah.com/

IN OUR TIME: FOUR DECADES OF ART FROM 
CHINA AND BEYOND - THE GEOFF RABY 
COLLECTION

This exhibition features works that address 
themes from urban life, Chinese philosophy 
and cultural difference.
Until February 19 / Bendigo Art Gallery / 
bendigoartgallery.com.au     

THE SITTER: PORTRAITS ACROSS THE 
COLLECTION

This display demonstrates the changing 
nature of the genre over time: from portraits 
of those with means, to an era capturing the 
lives of everyday people.
Until February 12 / Bendigo Art Gallery / 
bendigoartgallery.com.au

TREASURES OF DAI GUM SAN: CHINESE 
ARTISTRY FROM THE GOLDEN DRAGON 
MUSEUM

This exhibition highlights unique art-making 
processes, from metalwork, silk embroidery 
and paper craft, to wood and stone carving. 
Until February 19 / Bendigo Art Gallery / 
bendigoartgallery.com.au

BENDIGO CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL

The fourth Bendigo Chamber Music Festival 
will include 15 concerts and will combine 
with the very best Australian artists, both 
established and emerging.
February 1 – 5  / Bendigo Arts Precinct / 
bendigochambermusicfestival.com.au

RICHARD WAGNER’S DER RING DES 
NIBELUNGEN (RING CYCLE)

The Ring Cycle is the pinnacle of opera, 
consisting of four individual operas – Das 
Rheingold, Die Walküre, Siegfried and 
Götterdämmerung.
March 24 – April 30 / Ulumbarra Theatre / 
www.bendigoringcycle.com.au

BENDIGO CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT

The perfect way to start your Christmas 
celebrations. With fantastic live 
entertainment, your favourite carols to sing 
along to and, of course, a visit from the big 
man himself - Santa!
December 18 / Rosalind Park / 
bendigotourism.com

LUNAR NEW YEAR 

Come together with family and friends to 
celebrate the Year of the Rabbit. Receive 
a new year fortune, place wishes of new 
beginnings on our Bodhi trees and tour the 
Great Stupa. 
January 22 / The Great Stupa of Universal 
Compassion / stupa.org.au/lunarnewyear

LIFESTYLE   35



Love your local with our range of 
beautiful, locally made gifts and produce.

Make your own hamper  •  Local produce  •  Hand crafted tiems  •  Something for every budget  •  Gift wrapping

51-67 Pall Mall, Bendigo • 03 5434 6060 
info@uniquelybendigo.com.au • www.uniquelybendigo.com.au

  #Explore Bendigo • Find us on 

BENDIGO VISITOR CENTRE


