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Greater Bendigo celebrates and respects our diverse and growing community.

We aim to be welcoming, sustainable and flourishing.
Walking hand-in-hand with our First Nations communities.
Building on our heritage for a safe and happy future.

The Council Plan Mir wimbul has four themes and 12 goals for our community.

1. Responsible
1.1. The City is efficient and sustainable
1.2. The City connects and delivers
1.3. The City works in partnership

2. Healthy
2.1. We care for land, water and air
2.2. We take action for a healthier climate
2.3. We are safe, happy and healthy

3. Thriving
3.1. Our economy is strong
3.2. Our city and towns are vibrant and liveable
3.3. Our housing meets different needs

4. Welcoming
4.1. Our community celebrates together
4.2. Our community cares
4.3. Our children and young people thrive

The City of Greater Bendigo’s values and behaviours describe how Councillors
and staff will work together to be the best we can for our community.

They are aligned to our strategic documents, such as the Council Plan, which
ensure they are meaningful for Council and the organisation.

A shared commitment to living our values and behaviours will help us to build
the type of culture we need to be able to work together and support each other
to deliver the best possible outcomes for the community.

This Council Meeting is conducted in accordance with the
e Local Government Act 2020
e Governance Rules
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1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY AND OPENING STATEMENT

We acknowledge that the City of Greater Bendigo is on Dja Dja Wurrung and
Taungurung Country.

We would like to acknowledge and extend our appreciation to the Dja Dja Wurrung
People, the Traditional Owners of the land that we are standing on today.

Today, we pay our respects to leaders and Elder’s past, present and emerging for they
hold the memories, the traditions, the culture and the hopes of all Dja Dja Wurrung
People.

We express our gratitude in the sharing of this land, our sorrow for the personal,
spiritual and cultural costs of that sharing and our hope that we may walk forward
together in harmony and in the spirit of healing.

Bangek Knoorarook Bunjil Dja Dja Wurrung
William Talle tallingingorak wirrmbool bunjil

| honour the wisdom of the Dja Dja Wurrung.
We will speak words of truth and listen to your wisdom

2. ATTENDANCE, APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Attendance
e Mayor Cr Andrea Metcalf
e Deputy Mayor Cr Abhishek Awasthi
e Cr Shivali Chatley
e CrKaren Corr
e Cr Owen Cosgriff
e Cr Damien Hurrell
e Cr John Mclirath
e Cr Thomas Prince
e Cr Aaron Spong

e Andrew Cooney, Chief Executive Officer

e Angela Hays, Director Corporate Performance

e Brian Westley, Director Presentation and Assets

e Michelle Wyatt, Acting Director Healthy Communities and Environments
e Rachel Lee, Director Strategy and Growth

e Ryan Millard, Manager Governance and Performance

Apologies
e Nil
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3. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

3.1. Public Question Time Guidelines

Council allows up to 30 minutes for question time on any matter except for specific
planning applications or anything that is defamatory, otherwise inappropriate or outside

the scope of Council.

If your question is about routine or operational Council requests, you should instead
make a request through our Customer Request system.

Pre registering questions is recommended as this provides more time for a more
detailed response to be provided to you at question time. Pre registered questions will
also be given priority in accordance with the Governance rules. If a question is asked
on the night and we don’t have the answer immediately available we may need to take
it on notice, please ensure you leave your contact details with the Governance officer
SO a response can be provided to you.

Regardless, any member of the community may ask a question in person. The
preferred format is to state your name, suburb and briefly identify your topic (ie parking
or Lake Weeroona Playspace, etc). Then, without preamble or statements, please ask
one relevant question only.

To ensure fairness, given time constraints, only one question per community member
will be accepted each month, inclusive of pre-registered questions, and questions on
the night.

Public Question time is only one of many ways the community is able to communicate
with Council, other options include:

e Customer Request system

o Let's Talk Greater Bendigo

« Feedback and complaints process

o Petitions and joint letters

e Invitations to the Mayor (and other Councillors)

e Presentations to Councillors

o Councillor Ward Engagements events, generally held monthly

o Councillor attendance at many and varied events across the Municipality and
over the year

e Councillor committee membership

« Various methods of contacting the City and individual Councillors

Public Question Time is not a requirement of Council under the Local Government
Act. This Council has provided for Public Question Time in the Governance Rules
adopted by the Council to ensure greater public transparency and accountability. The
Council asks that the opportunity to ask a question of the Council in this forum is treated
respectfully and within these rules.
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3.2. Pre-Registered Questions
Question 1:
From: Geoff of Strathfieldsaye
Topic: Surplus Land for Sale

Question:

Does Council consider it good practice to rezone Public Open Space to General
Residential Zone without public consultation or local resident communication, as
they have with 3-4 Lindsay Court. Strathfieldsaye, and then sell the land?

Answer:

Where land requires a re-zoning this requires a planning scheme amendment
process which includes a formal exhibition process where residents have the
opportunity to provide a submission. Further information regarding this process
may be found on the state governments website at:
https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/planning-schemes/amendments/amending-a-
planning-scheme .

Some public spaces such as 3-4 Lindsay Court, Strathfieldsaye are currently, and
have always been zoned General Residential Zone. Therefore, they do not require
re-zoning.

3.3. Gallery Questions

Question 1:
From: Geoff of Strathfieldsaye

Topic: 3-4 Lindsay Court, Strathfieldsaye

Question:
3-4 Lindsay Court, Strathfieldsaye appears on Pozi as a public open space reserve

Answer:
This question will be taken on notice and a response provided to Geoff.
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Question 2:
From: Rohan from Eaglehawk
Topic: Bendigo Writers Festival

Question:

If the reasoning for adopting the La Trobe University definition of anti semitism for
the Bendigo Writers Festival was for safety and wellbeing for all as mentioned in
response to my question from last month, why did over 50 artists drop out of the
festival?

Answer:
This question will be taken on notice and a response provided to Rohan.

Question 3:
From: Hamish from Emu Creek
Topic: 7-Eleven Strathfieldsaye operating hours

Question:

In VCAT ruling P425/2021 where the permit was to be granted, there was a
stipulation in the ruling that 7-Eleven's operating hours were to be Monday - Friday
6am - 11pm, Saturday 7am - 10pm and Sunday's and Public Holiday's 9am -
9pm.Why is that 7-Eleven allowed to operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week
given the hours being specified in the permit.

Answer:
An amendment was taken through after that ruling to vary those hours, correct
details will be provided to Hamish.
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Question 4:
From: Lawrence from Castlemaine
Topic: Bendigo Writers Festival

Question:

In order to understand the full sequence of events, ensure accountability and learn
from the missteps, | respectfully ask that through the councillors, all emails, letters,
memos, meeting minutes, or other correspondence between the organisers of
Bendigo Writers Festival, Bendigo Venues and Events and LaTrobe University, in
particular the correspondence between Margaret O'Rourke, head of LaTrobe
University's Bendigo Campus and Julie Amos Manager of Bendigo Venues and
Events be released to all councillors.

Answer:
This question will be taken on notice and a response provided to Lawrence.
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4. WARD REPORTS
4.1. Ward Report - Lockwood

Ward Report - Lockwood presented a report on various issues and meeting/events,
including:

To begin | would like to acknowledge the tragic loss of Detective Leading Senior
Constable Neal Thompson and Senior Constable Vadim DeWaart.

As a former member of Victoria Police, their tragic passing whilst performing their duty
to protect the Victorian community has left a lasting impact on me and | wish to pay
my condolences to their families, colleagues and friends. No person should pay the
ultimate sacrifice by just going to work.

| wish to also acknowledge all members of our police forces and emergency services.
Your continuing commitment to keeping our communities safe and putting yourselves
at risk to protect others is truly admirable.

| also wish to pay tribute to the 175 members of Victoria Police who have made the
ultimate sacrifice whilst performing their duties.

| will be attending the Central Victoria Police Remembrance Day ceremony later this
month to also pay my respects.

Since my last ward report there has been quite a lot happening in the Lockwood Ward.

1. Marong won the Seniors and reserves premierships in the Loddon Valley
Football Netball League and Maiden Gully YCW won the Under 18’s.

2. | am lucky that | have three community groups that provide information to me
on the items that are relevant to the communities of Marong, Maiden Gully,
Lockwood, Shelbourne and Long Gully.

3. | have attended three Marong Community Action Group meetings,

e Some of the big takeaways from these have been the removal of reticulated
gas throughout Marong (I don’t care what your environmental concerns are,
but when good citizens are impacted negatively by poor decisions, that’s
just not fair). This is having a significant impact on the community,

e Vehicle safety and the heavy vehicle path throughout the town centre,

e The proposed construction of a childcare centre in Leslie Street, which will
be discussed at tonight’s council meeting.

4. | have attended three Maiden Gully Progress Association meetings.

e Some of the takeaways from these are.

e The poor road conditions on the service road to the medical centre and IGA,
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5.

The ongoing construction of the Coles supermarket and the impact this is
having on the service road, and

The failure of the state or city to finalise the traffic lights for the Calder
Highway and Maiden Gully Road. Anyone who uses this road particularly
at school times knows just how dangerous this is. The community are sick
and tired of the excuses and just want to see it done. If we can spend billions
on a rail tunnel in Melbourne, then why not invest in some traffic lights that
will improve road safety in Maiden Gully.

| have attended one Growing Long Gully Group meeting.
This is a new community group that is very engaged with the residents in

Long Gully which is a vibrant and changing community within the city.

Some of the takeaways from this group are:

Frustration at being overlooked by council for any meaningful works in the
area to increase community safety, unsafe walking areas including lack of
available lighting at night making residents feel unsafe,

The ongoing stigma of the area and not getting investment from council
while other areas seem to get more than the line share of funding to grow
and increase participation of the residents.

| have responded to numerous emails from residents within the ward,
| flew the only national Australian flag proudly at the front of my property

on National flag day on the third of September,

| have met with concerned residents and particularly one resident,

Now, imagine this. You are a long serving veteran of Victoria Police and
just as you retire to enjoy you little patch of heaven you are rewarded with
having a business open next door which is operating as a brothel.

Whilst speaking with the resident | observed several vehicles pull up at the
front of the premises and men enter only to come out again 30 minutes later.
The resident has had several men pull up in her driveway, knock on her
door and when she has asked why they are there been told they are there
for a root,

Now consider for a moment that instead of this being a retired police officer
who has seen and heard this and more over her career. But instead, a small
child or an adolescent. What would we as a society tolerate.

This has been an ongoing issue throughout the city with similar businesses
opening throughout some of which are causing residents to put their houses
up for sale to get away from it.

| must thank the local laws department for their investigation into the matter
who were able to confirm the existence of the business and the intended
use to be that of a sexual service. There is however nothing that can be
done under the local laws act.

For those wondering, since the Victorian government decriminalised
prostitution the city has lost the ability to shut down such businesses.
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¢ | however will continue to advocate for our residents and am looking at other
avenues to stop the further spread of these businesses.

e | want to see the appropriate authorities conduct checks such as ensuring
those working in the business have a valid working visa, are paying tax, are
registered for workers compensation, have valid ABNs and business
insurances for the protection of the workers and their clients.

e And. Must provide a safe working environment for the employees.

e It is my understanding that these are now matters for state and federal
bodies.

e Think WorkSafe, The ATO, Border force and ASIC and | will be advocating
for them to do their jobs as the more that these businesses pop up in our
communities, the more harm is being caused to legitimate businesses,
residents and families.

Yesterday | had the privilege to attend the CFA rally to scrap the Emergency Services
and Volunteers Tax.

It was great to see Weeroona oval surrounded by CFA trucks and farmers tractors as
well as the oval covered in thousands of Bendigonians there to support our CFA
volunteers and farmers to ask the state government to axe the tax.

It was fantastic to see the support from Brad Batten, Wendy Lovell and Gael Broad for
the CFA volunteers and affected farmers of this unjust and unfair tax.

IT was great to see a rally against an issue that was peaceful, had no violence, was
family friendly and had no flag burning.

Perhaps those who protest weekly in Melbourne could learn from this rally.

| may be wrong, but | didn’t see any representation from the state government there
to hear the voices of our volunteers and farmers.

That’s it from the people’s councillor.

Scrap the Tax
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4.2. Ward Report - Ravenswood

Ward Report - Ravenswood presented a report on various issues and meeting/events,
including:

Green places are important to many members of our community. This evening | would
like to highlight happenings in three green places within Ravenswood Ward.

The first space is Crusoe and Number 7 park. | believe | have spoken before about
how Crusoe and No 7 is something of a hidden gem: | drive past it nearly every day,
but until quite recently was mostly unaware of its role in biodiversity, and in our
history. But clearly there are any number of people who are aware of its value and its
importance, many of whom turned out to planting trees and other native plants at a
National Tree Planting day event organised by the city and the friends of Crusoe and
No 7 park. It was the day after heavy rain at the end of July, and the area that had
been prepared for planting was very wet and extremely muddy, but that did not dim
the enthusiasm of the hardy residents who got very close to the soil indeed while
planting many hundreds, probably thousands of seedlings. It's great to see what can
be done by the city and our community working together, and I'm looking forward to
hopefully seeing those plants grow and thrive for years to come.

Removal of weeds with Upper Spring Creek Landcare

However, there are some plants that we wish wouldn’t spread and thrive quite so
readily: like introduced trees and plants that have escaped from gardens and are
invading our forests, waterways, and other spaces. Weeds crowd out native plants,
and often reduce the habitat available for other indigenous species like birds and
mammals. That’s why I’'m glad that there are groups like Landcare who are working
to control weedy species like blackberries, gorse, broom and so many others. |
recently joined my local landcare group on a workday to clear some out-of-control
weeds in a part of Lockwood South, and saw just how much work is required to clear
even small areas of these pest species. I'm hoping in the coming months to look at
how the city can best support and partner with local and regional groups to care for
and restore our land for everyone’s benéefit.

Kangaroo Flat Gateway Park

Speaking of caring for open spaces for everyone’s benefit, | turn now to the Kangaroo
Flat Gateway Park. Many residents will be aware that the Kangaroo Flat Skate Park
is planned to be built roughly between the Gateway Park and Gurri Wanyarra, but
perhaps fewer people will be aware that there was a master plan developed for the
park itself back in 2012. I've reviewed that plan, and | believe that many of the ideas
that were developed back then are as valid, or possibly even more so, as they were
13 years ago. Unfortunately many of those plans have not yet been able to be
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delivered. | believe that the construction of the skate park presents an opportunity to
revisit the master plan and get to work delivering a facility that becomes an even better
gateway to our city, links to the other investments that have been made, and is a space
that can be utilised by the whole community. | look forward to engaging with and
working with the city and the community to strive for exactly that.
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4.3. Ward Report - Whipstick

Ward Report - Whipstick presented a report on various issues and meeting/events,
including:

| rise to discuss a question which has been raised with me by many constituents of
mine and more broadly by people in Bendigo. That question is what the hell happened
to the writers festival? I’'m sad to say nearly a month later that | still have to tell them,
| don't know.

| don't know why the City chose to endorse a programme containing interesting and
provocative authors only to issue them with a demand that they, quote “avoid language
or topics that could be considered inflammatory, divisive, or disrespectful.”

| don't know why the city decided, without the consultation of councillors, to hitch
themselves to an extremist definition of anti-semitism which would label Amnesty
international and B’tzelem as antisemitic organizations. Seemingly at the behest of a
tiny organization called 5A that nobody had ever heard of. These Choices have done
great reputational harm to the city, as they have placed it firmly in the company of war
criminals like Netanyahu

| do know however, why 53 of our guests decided to refuse the hospitality of our so-
called ‘welcoming city’ and | want to take a moment to shout them out for their bravery.
It's a hard slog being a writer and festivals such as these are extremely financially
important for new or smaller selling authors. As a Trade unionist | know that solidarity
MEANS sacrifice, and | want to thank them for theirs. Likewise | want to thank Bookish
bookshop for showing the same moral fortitude despite great financial loss.

Claire Wright from La Trobe University also deserves praise for her valiant efforts to
save the festival from two bureaucracies who seemed hell bent on destroying it. She
played a straight bat throughout, she threatened to walk if La Trobe included the UA
definition of antisemitism so when they did, she did. Not an easy thing to do defy your
employer, | can't help but think if she had the backing of an actual festival director she
would not have had to take such a drastic action.

There is an attitude amongst councillors and council staff that it's as if this catastrophe
was something that happened TO us, like a bushfire or flood, rather than the very
obvious consequence of extremely poor decision compounding extremely poor
decision.

If there is to be a writers festival next year and in the years to come, a real reckoning
will be required. Without a transparent and public process of contrition and above all
a supplicant and frankly grovelling apology to Randa Abdelfatah, it is impossible to
see this festival going forward. The question is simple, who would come?

Page 15 of 37



Council Meeting Minutes - Monday September 15, 2025

Do you all in this room really want to be the council that killed the writers festival?
Despite all I've seen | still don't believe the answer is yes. If the answer is no then we
need to get to work and either get in a 3rd party or open ourselves to much much more
public scrutiny than we presently are.

Note: Cr Thomas Prince raised a Councillor out of order Point of Order in accordance
with s 6.18 of the Governance Rules regarding the content of the Ward Report

The Chair rejected the Point of Order as there is nothing in the Governance Rules that
determines what a Councillor can speak to in a Ward Report.

Note: Cr John Mclirath raised an objectionable / offensive language Point of Order in
accordance with s 6.18 of the Governance Rules regarding the statement that these
choices have placed the City firmly in the company of war criminals like Benjamin
Netanyahu.

The Chair upheld the Point of Order as it was determined that the statement
objectionable/offensive language.

Note: Cr Karen Corr raised an error of fact Point of Order in accordance with s 6.18
of the Governance Rules regarding the statement that staff were hell bent on ruining
the festival.

The Chair upheld the Point of Order as it was determined that the statement was
factually incorrect.
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5. DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST
No attendee declared a conflict of interest.

Section 130 of the Local Government Act 2020 (Vic) (the Act) provides that a relevant
person must disclose a conflict of interest in respect of a matter and exclude
themselves from the decision making process in relation to that matter including any
discussion or vote on the matter at any Council meeting or delegated committee
meeting and any action in relation to that matter.

The procedure for declaring a conflict of interest at a Council Meeting is set out at rule
18.2.4 of the Governance Rules.

Section 126 of the Act sets out that a relevant person (Councillor, member of a
delegated Committee or member of Council staff) has a conflict of interest if the
relevant person has a general conflict of interest or a material conflict of interest.

A relevant person has a general conflict of interest in a matter if an impartial, fair
minded person would consider that the person’s private interests could result in that
person acting in a manner that is contrary to their public duty.

A relevant person has a material conflict of interest in a matter if an affected person
would gain a benefit or suffer a loss depending on the outcome of the matter.
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6. CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
Recommended Motion

That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on August 18, 2025, as circulated, be
taken as read and confirmed.

Previous minute location:
https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/about-us/council/council-meetings#past-meetings

RESOLUTION

That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on August 18, 2025, as circulated, be
taken as read and confirmed.

Moved: Cr Thomas Prince
Seconded: Cr Damien Hurrell

CARRIED
Resolution No. 2025-83

Recommended Motion

That the Minutes of the Confidential Council Meeting held on August 18, 2025, be
taken as read and confirmed.

RESOLUTION

That the Minutes of the Confidential Council Meeting held on August 18, 2025, be
taken as read and confirmed.

Moved: Cr John Mclirath
Seconded: Cr Shivali Chatley

CARRIED
Resolution No. 2025-84
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7. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS

7.1. Petition Acknowledgement - Naming of a grandstand in Honour of Neil
Macdonald at the Tom Flood Sports Centre

Purpose
Petitions and joint letters with ten (10) or more signatures are included in the agenda
or tabled at the meeting, unless there is a separate legal process (ie Statutory
Planning).

Recommended Motion

That Council receive the petition and a response be prepared within two (2) meetings.

RESOLUTION

That Council receive the petition and a response be prepared within two (2) meetings
Moved: Cr Thomas Prince
Seconded: Cr Owen Cosgriff

CARRIED
Resolution No. 2025-85
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8. REPORT ITEMS

8.1. 35 Leslie Street, Marong - Use and Development of Childcare Centre,
Removal of Native Vegetation, Parking Reduction and Display of Business
Identification Signage

Summary/Purpose
Application No: DU/25/2024
Applicant: Apex Town Planning
Land: 35 Leslie Street, MARONG 3515
Zoning: Neighbourhood Residential Zone, Schedule 3
Overlays: Design and Development Overlay, Schedule 32
No. of objections: Thirteen
Consultation meeting: 7 April 2025 — in person
Key considerations: e |s the proposed use appropriate for the site?

e Is the proposed development acceptable?

e |s the proposed vegetation removal acceptable?

e What are the likely impacts on road safety and can
they be addressed?

e What are the likely impacts to amenity and can
these be addressed?

Conclusion: The application proposes the use and development of

the land for a childcare centre, removal of native

vegetation, a reduction of three parking spaces,

construction of fencing and display of business

identification signage. The proposal is consistent with

purpose of the Neighbourhood Residential Zone and

the design objectives of the Design and Development

Overlay.

The proposal is generally in accordance with policy
relevant to the development of townships, the design
of the proposed building is appropriate to its context
and it can be appropriately accessed and serviced. The
concerns raised in relation to amenity impacts can be
addressed via permit conditions and the proposal has
demonstrated the three-step approach with regards to
the removal of native vegetation. No referral authority
has objected to the proposal, nor requested conditions
that would be unachievable.
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For these reasons, it is recommended that Council
approve the proposal and issue a Notice of Decision to
Grant a Permit, subject to conditions.

Recommended Motion

That Council issue a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit for the use and development
of a childcare centre, removal of native vegetation, parking reduction, construction of
fencing and display of business identification signage at 35 Leslie Street, MARONG
3515, subject to the conditions at the end of this report.

RESOLUTION

That Council issue a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit for the use and development
of a childcare centre, removal of native vegetation, parking reduction, construction of
fencing and display of business identification signage at 35 Leslie Street, MARONG
3515, subject to the conditions at the end of this report.

Moved: Cr John Mclirath
Seconded: Cr Karen Corr

Those voting for the Motion: 7

For: Cr Abhishek Awasthi, Cr Shivali Chatley, Cr Owen Cosgriff, Cr Karen Corr, Cr
Damien Hurrell, Cr Andrea Metcalf and Cr Thomas Prince

Those voting against the Motion: 2
Against: Cr John Mclirath and Cr Aaron Spong

Absent: Nil

CARRIED
Resolution No. 2025-86
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EXTENSION OF TIME
That an extension of time be granted for Cr Thomas Prince.

Moved: Cr John Mcllrath
Seconded: Cr Owen Cosgriff

CARRIED
EXTENSION OF TIME
That an extension of time be granted for Cr Damien Hurrell.
Moved: Cr Owen Cosgriff
Seconded: Cr Abhishek Awasthi
CARRIED
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8.2. 115 Lily Street, Bendigo - Two Lot Subdivision, Use and Development of
Land for a Medical Centre, Partial Demolition of Existing Dwelling and Display
of Business Identification Signage

Summary/Purpose

Application No:

DSD/408/2024

Applicant: Goldfields Urology/Specialists
Land: 115 Lily Street, BENDIGO 3550
Zoning: General Residential Zone
Overlays: Heritage Overlay 11

No. of objections:

11

Consultation meeting:

A consultation meeting was held on 27 February 2025

Key considerations:

o Whether the proposal is consistent with State and
local planning policies

e Whether the intensity and scale of the use is
acceptable in a residential area

e Whether the proposed built form and site layout is
acceptable

e Whether the proposal will adversely affect the
heritage significance of the precinct

e Whether the proposed use and development will
result in unreasonable amenity impacts for
neighbours

¢ Objections received

Conclusion:

The application is recommended for approval on the
basis it represents an acceptable planning outcome
with regard to the requirements of the Greater Bendigo
Planning Scheme.

Recommended Motion

That Council issue a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit for two lot subdivision, use
and development of land for a medical centre, installation of a solar energy system,
partial demolition of existing dwelling, construction of a fence, deck and crossover,
and display of business identification signage at 115 Lily Street, BENDIGO 3550
subject to the conditions at the end of this report:
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RESOLUTION

That Council issue a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit for two lot subdivision, use
and development of land for a medical centre, installation of a solar energy system,
partial demolition of existing dwelling, construction of a fence, deck and crossover,
and display of business identification signage at 115 Lily Street, BENDIGO 3550
subject to the conditions at the end of this report:

Moved: Cr Thomas Prince
Seconded: Cr Damien Hurrell

Those voting for the Motion: 8

For: Cr Abhishek Awasthi, Cr Shivali Chatley, Cr Owen Cosgriff, Cr Damien Hurrell,
Cr Andrea Metcalf, Cr John Mcllrath, Cr Thomas Prince and Cr Aaron Spong

Those voting against the Motion: 1
Against: Cr Karen Corr

Absent: Nil

CARRIED
Resolution No. 2025-87

EXTENSION OF TIME

That an extension of time be granted for Cr Karen Corr.

Moved: Cr Abhishek Awasthi
Seconded: Cr Aaron Spong

CARRIED
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8.3. 51 Myers Street, Bendigo - Ten Lot Subdivision of Land, Development of
Eight Dwellings, Offices and Commercial Spaces, Reduction in Car Parking
Requirements and Creation of an Easement

Summary/Purpose
Application No: DSD/57/2025
Applicant: Tomkinson
Land: 51 Myers Street, BENDIGO 3550
Zoning: Commercial 1 Zone
Transport Zone 2
Overlays: Design and Development Overlay 5
Parking Overlay 1
No. of objections: 6
Consultation meeting: A consultation meeting was held on the 25 July 2025.
Key considerations: e |s the proposal consistent with local and State

planning policy and strategic objectives?
¢ |s the proposal in accordance with the purpose and
objectives of the Commercial 1 Zone?
¢ Is the building height and built form acceptable?
e Does the proposal provide an acceptable number
of parking spaces?
Conclusion: The application is recommended for approval on the
basis that the development appropriately responds to
planning policy objectives and strategic objectives for
development within the Bendigo City Centre.

Recommended Motion

That Council issue a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit for the 10 lot subdivision of
land, development of 8 dwellings, offices and commercial spaces, reduction in car
parking requirements and creation of an easement at 51 Myers Street, BENDIGO
3550 subject to the conditions at the end of this report.
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RESOLUTION

That Council issue a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit for the 10 lot subdivision of
land, development of 8 dwellings, offices and commercial spaces, reduction in car
parking requirements and creation of an easement at 51 Myers Street, BENDIGO
3550 subject to the conditions at the end of this report.

Moved: Cr Thomas Prince
Seconded: Cr John Mcllrath

Those voting for the Motion: 8

For: Cr Abhishek Awasthi, Cr Shivali Chatley, Cr Owen Cosgriff, Cr Karen Corr, Cr
Damien Hurrell, Cr Andrea Metcalf, Cr Thomas Prince and Cr Aaron Spong

Those voting against the Motion: 1
Against: Cr John Mclirath

Absent: Nil

CARRIED
Resolution No. 2025-88
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8.4. Annual Financial and Performance Statements
Executive Summary

The City of Greater Bendigo has prepared draft Annual Financial Statements and the
Performance Statement for the financial year ending June 30, 2025.

This item seeks a resolution authorising two Councillors to certify the statements. The
statements are in the process of being reviewed by the Victorian Auditor General's
Office (VAGO), and as such are in draft form.

The operating result for the year ending June 30, 2025 was a surplus of $24.2 million
($25.3 million budget). Of this surplus, $21.0 million was transferred to the City’s
reserves for specific intended purposes in future years.

The comprehensive result of $445 million includes a $420 million movement in asset
valuations. Asset valuations are discussed further in this report.

Recommended Motion

1) That Council:

a) approve in principle the draft Financial Statements and the draft
Performance Statement as presented; and

b) authorise the Mayor, Cr Metcalf and Cr Prince or Cr Chatley (or their
delegates), as the Audit and Risk Committee representatives, to certify the
Financial Statements and the Performance Statement in their final form on
behalf of the Council of City of Greater Bendigo.

2) The Principal Accounting Officer (Manager Financial Strategy) be authorised to
make any non-material changes to the Financial Statements and the
Performance Statement that may arise as a result of the audit.

3) The Chair of the Audit and Risk Committee be notified of any material changes
proposed to be made to any of the Statements so that it may be decided
whether the Audit and Risk Committee needs to meet further to consider such
proposed changes prior to two Councillors signing the Statements.

4) A copy of the Statements in their final form be forwarded to the members of the
Audit and Risk Committee.
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RESOLUTION

1)

2)

3)

4)

That Council:
a) approve in principle the draft Financial Statements and the draft

Performance Statement as presented; and
b) authorise the Mayor, Cr Metcalf and Cr Prince or Cr Chatley (or their
delegates), as the Audit and Risk Committee representatives, to certify the
Financial Statements and the Performance Statement in their final form on
behalf of the Council of City of Greater Bendigo.
The Principal Accounting Officer (Manager Financial Strategy) be authorised to
make any non-material changes to the Financial Statements and the
Performance Statement that may arise as a result of the audit.
The Chair of the Audit and Risk Committee be notified of any material changes
proposed to be made to any of the Statements so that it may be decided
whether the Audit and Risk Committee needs to meet further to consider such
proposed changes prior to two Councillors signing the Statements.
A copy of the Statements in their final form be forwarded to the members of the
Audit and Risk Committee.

Moved: Cr Abhishek Awasthi
Seconded: Cr Damien Hurrell

Those voting for the Motion: 9

For: Cr Abhishek Awasthi, Cr Shivali Chatley, Cr Owen Cosgriff, Cr Karen Corr, Cr
Damien Hurrell, Cr Andrea Metcalf, Cr John Mclilrath, Cr Thomas Prince and Cr
Aaron Spong

Those voting against the Motion: 0

Against: Nil

Absent: Nil

CARRIED
Resolution No. 2025-89
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8.5. C282gben - Industrial Land Development Strategy - Panel
Recommendations and Adoption

Executive Summary

Planning Scheme Amendment C282gben proposes to implement the revised Greater
Bendigo Industrial Land Development Strategy (GBILDS) by making changes to the
Municipal Planning Strategy and the Planning Policy Framework of the Greater
Bendigo Planning Scheme. The Amendment also introduces planning scheme policy
support for the proposed Bendigo Regional Employment Precinct and rezones land at
1029 Calder Highway, Maiden Gully from Industrial 1 to Public Conservation and
Resource Zone.

After authorisation was granted by the Minister for Planning on 27 March 2024,
Amendment C282gben was publicly exhibited from 31 October to 5 December 2024
with 13 submissions received in total. Although submissions were largely in support of
the principle of the Amendment, six submissions requested changes. Of the six
submissions requesting changes, five remained outstanding with only one submission
being able to be resolved by City officers. A Panel Hearing was subsequently
requested to consider all submissions to the Amendment.

A single member panel was appointed and the Panel Hearing took place over one full
day on 20 May 2025 with three parties having requested to be heard. After the hearing,
the Panel provided their report with recommendations to the City on 25 June 2025.
The Panel Report concluded that the majority of changes proposed by the City in
response to submissions were appropriate with only minor changes recommended.
City officers are supportive of the intent of the changes recommended by the Panel.

Officers recommend that Council adopt the Amendment and submit it to the Minister
for Planning for approval.

Recommended Motion

That Council:

1. Having considered the Planning Panel report and the Panel Recommendations
for Amendment C282gben, endorses the officer's response to the issues and
recommendations as outlined in this report.

2. Adopts Amendment C282gben in accordance with Section 29 of the Planning
and Environment Act 1987, with changes as reflected in the final Amendment
C282gben documentation.

3. Adopts the revised Greater Bendigo Industrial Land Development Strategy
(2025) and the Greater Bendigo Industrial Development Guidelines (2025).
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4.

5.

Submits the adopted Amendment C282gben, together with the prescribed
information, to the Minister for Planning for approval in accordance with Section
31 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987.

Advises parties who made written submissions to Amendment C282gben of
Council’s decision.

RESOLUTION

That Council:

1.

Having considered the Planning Panel report and the Panel Recommendations
for Amendment C282gben, endorses the officer's response to the issues and
recommendations as outlined in this report.

Adopts Amendment C282gben in accordance with Section 29 of the Planning
and Environment Act 1987, with changes as reflected in the final Amendment
C282gben documentation.

Adopts the revised Greater Bendigo Industrial Land Development Strategy
(2025) and the Greater Bendigo Industrial Development Guidelines (2025).
Submits the adopted Amendment C282gben, together with the prescribed
information, to the Minister for Planning for approval in accordance with Section
31 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987.

Advises parties who made written submissions to Amendment C282gben of
Council’s decision.

Moved: Cr Karen Corr
Seconded: Cr Thomas Prince

Those voting for the Motion: 9

For: Cr Abhishek Awasthi, Cr Shivali Chatley, Cr Owen Cosgriff, Cr Karen Corr, Cr
Damien Hurrell, Cr Andrea Metcalf, Cr John Mclirath, Cr Thomas Prince and Cr
Aaron Spong

Those voting against the Motion: 0

Against: Nil

Absent: Nil

CARRIED
Resolution No. 2025-90
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8.6. Contracts Awarded Under Delegation

Purpose

To inform Council of contracts signed under Delegation.

Recommended Motion

That Council note the contracts awarded under delegation during the previous
reporting period.

RESOLUTION

That Council note the contracts awarded under delegation during the previous
reporting period.

Moved: Cr Abhishek Awasthi
Seconded: Cr Thomas Prince

Those voting for the Motion: 9
For: Cr Abhishek Awasthi, Cr Shivali Chatley, Cr Owen Cosgriff, Cr Karen Corr, Cr
Damien Hurrell, Cr Andrea Metcalf, Cr John Mclirath, Cr Thomas Prince and Cr
Aaron Spong

Those voting against the Motion: 0
Against: Nil

Absent: Nil

CARRIED
Resolution No. 2025-91
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8.7. Advocacy - State Budget and Election 2026

Cr Shivali Chatley left the meeting at 7:43 pm.
Cr Shivali Chatley returned to the meeting at 7:44 pm.

Executive Summary

In preparation for State and Federal elections, the City of Greater Bendigo prepares
an advocacy document to highlight key projects and initiatives seeking support from
State and Federal governments.

The next Victorian State election will be held in November 2026.

The document will also support advocacy for projects and initiatives to be included in
the lead up to the final State budget, expected in May 2026.

Recommended Motion

That Council:
1. Endorse the attached advocacy document
2. Endorse Bendigo Regional Employment Precinct as Council's next ‘priority’
project
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RESOLUTION

That Council:
1. Endorse the attached advocacy document
2. Endorse Bendigo Regional Employment Precinct as Council's next ‘priority’
project

Moved: Cr Karen Corr
Seconded: Cr Abhishek Awasthi

Those voting for the Motion: 8

For: Cr Abhishek Awasthi, Cr Shivali Chatley, Cr Karen Corr, Cr Damien Hurrell, Cr
Andrea Metcalf, Cr John Mclirath, Cr Thomas Prince and Cr Aaron Spong

Those voting against the Motion: 0+1:

Against: Nil
Abstained: Cr Owen Cosgriff

Absent: Nil

CARRIED
Resolution No. 2025-92
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9. URGENT BUSINESS

10. NOTICES OF MOTION

11. MAYOR'S REPORT

The Mayor, Cr Andrea Metcalf, tabled a report on attendance at the following meetings
and events:

Visit to Aspire Early Education & Kindergarten for Book Week, reads books to
the Kinder and Pre-Kinder classes.

Kids Under Cover — Tackling Youth Homelessness in Bendigo forum.
Regional Cities Victoria Executive Management Group online meeting.
Victorian Local Government Grants Commission statewide information session
held online.

MAV Online session- Masterclass: Leading Communities through Housing
Change.

Victorian Greenhouse Alliances Conferences.

Spoke at the BAIK Independence Day Celebration held at Quarry Hill Reserve.
Spoke at Taste of Onam held at the Ted Harte Parish Centre, White Hills.

100 Years of Rotary Club of Bendigo Gala Dinner held at the All Seasons.
Visit to The Great Stupa of Universal Compassion.

Met with Joe Ball, Commissioner LGBTQIA+.

Not In Our Name Councillor working group online meeting.

MAV Masterclass: Leading Communities through Housing Change held at the
Hepburn Shire Council.

City of Greater Bendigo Audit and Risk Committee special meeting.

Members of the Premier's Drought Response Taskforce online Briefing —
attending as Regional Cities Victoria Deputy Chair.

Goornong CFA Trivia Night.

Riley Street Natural Reserve Planting event.

Councillor Briefing held in Heathcote.

Launch Bloom Spring Program.

Online webinar - Creating a Strong and Resident Engaged Town Action Group.
Elmore Community Reference Group Meeting.

Regional Cities Victoria Executive Management Group online meeting.

Cut the ribbon for the Grand Opening at Blue lllusion.
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Photo opportunity with Maree Edwards, Member for Bendigo West - Bendigo
Low Line.

Not In Our Name Councillor working group online meeting.

Official opening of Bendigo & District Aboriginal Co-operative New Medical
Centre.

Visit to JSB Pork Australia in Huntly.

Startup Central Victoria Showcase held at The Capital.

Farewell Mass of the Most. Rev. Shane Mackinlay DD PhD Bishop of Sandhurst
for the last 6 years.

Chaired the Eaglehawk Badminton and Table Tennis Centre meeting.

60 Years Mercy Health Bethlehem High Tea.

Met with representatives from the Ironbark Tennis Club.

Huntly Structure Plan Community Reference Group meeting.

Co-chaired the Taungurung Local Government Forum — co-hosted by
Campaspe Shire Council & TLaWC.

ALGWA Masterclass with former Melbourne Lord Mayor, Sally Capp AO.
Chaired the Loddon Campaspe Group of Councils meeting.

Spoke at the Grand Onam Celebration held at Truscott Recreation Reserve.
Bendigo & District RSL Annual Formal Military event - Dining In Night.

Spoke at the CFA Emergency Service Volunteers Fund Tax Rally.

Golden Square Kindergarten 60 Year Celebrations event.

Spoken with residents, businesses and community groups regarding a wide
range of issues.

Participated in numerous radio, newspaper, television media interviews and
photo opportunities.
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12. CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT

Councillor Briefing in Eppalock Ward

On Monday 1 September we held our Briefing with Councillors in the Eppalock
ward and spent the day in Heathcote at Barrack Reserve. This is a fantastic
facility that is well used by the community

We heard from the Heathcote Progress Association, the Heathcote
Winegrowers Association, the Heathcote CFA and Heathcote Health

Our Briefings in the community are always worthwhile. We meet with proud
community members who are usually volunteers and get to hear about their key
projects and priorities.

We always learn while we are there — for instance, we learnt that the average
age in Heathcote is 57, which is around higher than Greater Bendigo’s average
age of 43. This is important for how we plan for current and future services.
Thank you to the community members with met with for all that you do to make
your community great and for making us feel so welcome during the day

lllegal dumping

| attended a meeting with Minister Dimopoulos in his capacity as the Minister
for Environment

In the meeting we discussed the issue of illegal rubbish dumping in public areas
around the State and shared ideas around the reason for the increase and
suggestions to improve this

We often see bricks, concrete, scrap metal and green waste dumped. All of
this can be dropped off for free at collections centres are our municipality

We also see mattresses dumped illegally - following the successful mattress
muster we held last year, we will be increasing the number of free mattress drop
off days.

The next mattress muster will be held on Saturday 11 October at the City of
Greater Bendigo Depot in Golden Square

LGBTQIA+ Commissioner visit

Victoria's Commissioner for LGBTQIA+ Communities, Joe Ball visited Bendigo

on 27 August

The Mayor, Youth Council Mayor, Youth Councillors, City Officers and myself

met with the Commissioner and discussed issues in Bendigo that are being

encountered by our LGBTIQA+ Community members including

e General safety

e Public Transport

e Health impacts being experienced by LGBTIQA+ community members that
aren't participation in being active and healthy
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e The Commissioner had a understanding of issues in our local community and
across the State and has agreed to continue to support our local advocacy and
attend key local events.

Project updates

e On Friday the commencement of works for the Bendigo Stadium and Bendigo
Showgrounds Projects was marked with a turning of the sod ceremony

e The City is partnering with the Victorian Government and Development Victoria
to deliver these projects

e Works have also progressed on the concrete paths for the Bendigo Low Line
project. This project is an active transport corridor using 4.4km of the built
channel of Bendigo Creek between Maple Street, Golden Square and
Weeroona Avenue, White Hills.

e Construction of a new multipurpose pavilion at North Bendigo is due to
commence soon. The pavilion, situated on Anderson Street will be used by the
Golden City Soccer Club, Bendigo Cricket Club and the broader
community. New facilities will include unisex change facilities, social rooms,
kiosk, public toilets and spectator viewing.

13. CONFIDENTIAL (SECTION 66) REPORTS
Nil
14. CLOSE OF MEETING

There being no further business, this Council Meeting closed at 8:00 pm.
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