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COMMUNITY VISION 2021–2031   
 

Greater Bendigo celebrates and respects our diverse and growing community.  
We aim to be welcoming, sustainable and flourishing.   
Walking hand-in-hand with our First Nations communities.   
Building on our heritage for a safe and happy future.   
 
 
 

COUNCIL PLAN MIR WIMBUL 
 
The Council Plan Mir wimbul has four themes and 12 goals for our community. 
  
1. Responsible 

1.1. The City is efficient and sustainable 
1.2. The City connects and delivers 
1.3. The City works in partnership 

 
2. Healthy 

2.1. We care for land, water and air 
2.2. We take action for a healthier climate 
2.3. We are safe, happy and healthy 

 
3. Thriving 

3.1. Our economy is strong 
3.2. Our city and towns are vibrant and liveable 
3.3. Our housing meets different needs 

 
4. Welcoming 

4.1. Our community celebrates together 
4.2. Our community cares 
4.3. Our children and young people thrive 

 
 
 

STAFF VALUES AND BEHAVIOURS  
 
The City of Greater Bendigo’s values and behaviours describe how Councillors   
and staff will work together to be the best we can for our community.   
  
They are aligned to our strategic documents, such as the Council Plan, which   
ensure they are meaningful for Council and the organisation.   
  
A shared commitment to living our values and behaviours will help us to build   
the type of culture we need to be able to work together and support each other   
to deliver the best possible outcomes for the community.   
 
 
This Council Meeting is conducted in accordance with the   

• Local Government Act 2020   
• Governance Rules  

https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/About/Council-plan
https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/about-us/our-organisation/staff-values-and-behaviours
https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/about-us/plans-strategies-and-documents/governance-rules
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1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY AND OPENING STATEMENT 
 
We acknowledge that the City of Greater Bendigo is on Dja Dja Wurrung and Taungurung 
Country. 
 
We would like to acknowledge and extend our appreciation to the Dja Dja Wurrung People, 
the Traditional Owners of the land that we are standing on today. 
 
Today, we pay our respects to leaders and Elder’s past, present and emerging for they hold 
the memories, the traditions, the culture and the hopes of all Dja Dja Wurrung People. 
 
We express our gratitude in the sharing of this land, our sorrow for the personal, spiritual 
and cultural costs of that sharing and our hope that we may walk forward together in 
harmony and in the spirit of healing. 
Bangek Knoorarook Bunjil Dja Dja Wurrung 
William Talle tallingingorak wirrmbool bunjil 
 
I honour the wisdom of the Dja Dja Wurrung.   
We will speak words of truth and listen to your wisdom 
 
2. ATTENDANCE, APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
Attendance 

• Mayor Cr Thomas Prince 
• Deputy Mayor Cr Karen Corr 
• Cr Abhishek Awasthi 
• Cr Shivali Chatley 
• Cr Owen Cosgriff 
• Cr Damien Hurrell 
• Cr Andrea Metcalf  
• Cr Aaron Spong 

  

• Andrew Cooney, Chief Executive Officer 
• Angela Hays, Director Corporate Performance 
• Jessica Howard, Director Healthy Communities and Environments 
• Rachel Lee, Director Strategy and Growth 

  
Apologies 

• Nil 
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Leave Of Absence 
 
Recommended Motion 
 
That Council: 
 

1. Grant a Leave of Absence for Cr Karen Corr for the May 18, 2026 Council Meeting.  
 
 
Cr Karen Corr has requested a Leave of Absence for the May 2026 Council Meeting. 
  
 

 
RESOLUTION 
  
Grant a Leave of Absence for Cr Karen Corr for the May 18 2026 Council Meeting 
  
Moved: Cr Andrea Metcalf 
Seconded: Cr Owen Cosgriff 
  
 

CARRIED 
Resolution No. 2025-138 
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3. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
3.1. Public Question Time Guidelines 
 
Council allows up to 30 minutes for question time on any matter except for specific planning 
applications or anything that is defamatory, otherwise inappropriate or outside the scope of 
Council.   
  
If your question is about routine or operational Council requests, you should instead make a 
request through our Customer Request system.   
   
Pre registering questions is recommended as this provides more time for a more detailed 
response to be provided to you at question time.  Pre registered questions will also be given 
priority in accordance with the Governance rules. If a question is asked on the night and we 
don’t have the answer immediately available we may need to take it on notice, please ensure 
you leave your contact details with the Governance officer so a response can be provided to 
you.  
   
Regardless, any member of the community may ask a question in person.  The preferred 
format is to state your name, suburb and briefly identify your topic (ie parking or Lake 
Weeroona Playspace, etc).  Then, without preamble or statements, please ask one relevant 
question only.  
   
To ensure fairness, given time constraints, only one question per community member will be 
accepted each month, inclusive of pre-registered questions, and questions on the night.  
   
Public Question time is only one of many ways the community is able to communicate with 
Council, other options include:   
    

• Customer Request system   
• Let’s Talk Greater Bendigo   
• Feedback and complaints process    
• Petitions and joint letters   
• Invitations to the Mayor (and other Councillors)   
• Presentations to Councillors   
• Councillor Ward Engagements events, generally held monthly   
• Councillor attendance at many and varied events across the Municipality and 

over the year   
• Councillor committee membership   
• Various methods of contacting the City and individual Councillors   

    
Public Question Time is not a requirement of Council under the Local Government Act.  This 
Council has provided for Public Question Time in the Governance Rules adopted by the 
Council to ensure greater public transparency and accountability. The Council asks that the 
opportunity to ask a question of the Council in this forum is treated respectfully and within 
these rules.  
 
 

 

https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/Contact/Make-a-request
https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/About/Council/Questions-for-council
https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/Contact/Make-a-request
https://letstalkgreaterbendigo.com.au/
https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/Contact/Feedback-and-complaints
https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/about-us/council/petitions-and-joint-letters
https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/about-us/council/invitations-mayor
https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/about-us/council/presenting-council
https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/about-us/council/council-committee-membership
https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/Contact/Make-a-request
https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/About/Council/Current-Councillors
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3.2. Pre-Registered Questions 
 
Question 1: 
  

From: Stephen of Strathdale  
  
Topic: Bendigo’s Shady Massage Parlors  
  
Question:  
What does the council think of the large amount of massage parlours in the town that 
offer sexual services to clients, and have these businesses been honest in their 
paperwork when opening up in town? 

  
Answer:  
In December 2023, the Victorian State Government decriminalised sex services. As part 
of this reform, planning schemes were amended to remove previous restrictions on where 
such businesses could operate and to eliminate the requirement for a planning permit. 
These services are now permitted under the Home Based Business provisions and 
workers are no longer required to be registered with the City's Environmental Health team 
under the Health Act. 

While these changes have broadened the scope for lawful operation, businesses must 
still comply with the criteria outlined for home-based businesses. 

 
 

 
3.3. Gallery Questions 
 
 
Question 1: 
  

From: Kaylene of Long Gully  
  
Topic: Christmas Decorations 
  
Question:  
When will Council be making a decisions on new or more Christmas Decorations in 
Bendigo?  
  
Answer:  
This question was taken on notice and a response will be emailed.  
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Question 2: 
  

From: Rohan from Eaglehawk 
  
Topic: Bendigo Writers Festival 
  
Question:  
Did LaTrobe University make any submission the City of Greater Bendigo review of the 
Bendigo Writers Festival either though the survey or outside of the survey? 
  
Answer:  
No 

 
 
 
Question 3: 
  

From: Colin of Heathcote 
  
Topic: Social Media criticism of Cr Spong 
  
Question:  
Since the Heathcote swimming pool was not able to open as scheduled and sill remains 
unopened there has been enormous amount of criticism of the Eppalock ward 
Councillor Cr Spong, blaming him for almost everything and some of it has been very 
nasty. Is Council aware of what is going on though social media with this criticism? 
  
Answer:  
Yes there has been communication between the Councillors and reports have been 
made to staff. We are looking at ways Councillors and the organisations can continue to 
support Cr Spong.  
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4. WARD REPORTS 
 
4.1. Ward Report - Whipstick 
 
Ward Report - Whipstick, Cr Cosgriff presented a report on various issues and 
meeting/events, including: 
 
• 7 goal final quarter, Eaglehawk premiers. 
• Continued to meet informally with people in Jackass flat about the kind of upgrades 

they'd like to see to Evergreen terrace linear park. 
• Met with constituents in Eaglehawk regarding the barriers to activation of the car park 

next to Skips 
• Carols Last night with Cr Prince was a treat. 
• This Friday ill be at the Raywood pub to talk about the rural areas strategy and any other 

thing you may wish to raise. 
 
 
4.2. Ward Report - Axedale 
 
Ward Report - Axedale, Cr Shivali Chatley presented a report on various issues and 
meeting/events. No summary was received before publication of minutes. 
 
 
4.3. Ward Report - Eppalock 
 
Ward Report - Eppalock, Cr Aaron Spong presented a report on various issues and 
meeting/events. No summary was received before publication of minutes.   
 
 
 
5. DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
Cr Prince declared a general conflict of interest in item number 9.1 REASON 
relationship with LaTrobe University Student Association.  
 
Section 130 of the Local Government Act 2020 (Vic) (the Act) provides that a relevant 
person must disclose a conflict of interest in respect of a matter and exclude themselves 
from the decision making process in relation to that matter including any discussion or vote 
on the matter at any Council meeting or delegated committee meeting and any action in 
relation to that matter. 
 
The procedure for declaring a conflict of interest at a Council Meeting is set out at rule 18.2.4 
of the Governance Rules. 
 
Section 126 of the Act sets out that a relevant person (Councillor, member of a delegated 
Committee or member of Council staff) has a conflict of interest if the relevant person has a 
general conflict of interest or a material conflict of interest. 
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A relevant person has a general conflict of interest in a matter if an impartial, fair minded 
person would consider that the person’s private interests could result in that person acting 
in a manner that is contrary to their public duty. 
 
A relevant person has a material conflict of interest in a matter if an affected person would 
gain a benefit or suffer a loss depending on the outcome of the matter. 
 
6. CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
Recommended Motion 
 
That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on November 17 2025, as circulated, be taken 
as read and confirmed. 
 
 
Previous minute location: 
https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/about-us/council/council-meetings#past-meetings 
 
  
RESOLUTION 
  
That the recommended motion be adopted.  
  
Moved: Cr Karen Corr 
Seconded: Cr Andrea Metcalf 
 

CARRIED 
Resolution No. 2025-139 

 
7. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 
 
 
Nil 
 

 

https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/about-us/council/council-meetings#past-meetings
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8. PLANNING ITEMS 
 
8.1. 311-313 High Street, Golden Square - Conversion of Existing Buildings to a Residential Hotel, Construction of Four Additional Hotel Rooms, Externally Paint a Building, Installation of a Fence and Erect Signage 

8.1. 311-313 High Street, Golden Square - Conversion of Existing Buildings to a 
Residential Hotel, Construction of Four Additional Hotel Rooms, Externally 
Paint a Building, Installation of a Fence and Erect Signage 
Executive Summary 
 
Application Number: DC/77/2025 
Applicant: I & T Hunt Super Pty Ltd 
Land: 311-313 High Street, GOLDEN SQUARE  3555 
Zoning: Commercial 1 Zone (C1Z); and adjoins a Transport Zone 2 

(TRZ2) 
Overlays: Heritage Overlay (HO25) – Precinct; and Heritage Overlay 438 

(HO438) – Individual 
Number of Objections: 18 
Consultation Meeting: A consultation meeting was held on 5 September 2025. 
Key Considerations: • Whether the proposal is consistent with planning policies. 

• Whether the proposal has adequately demonstrated that 
services required to facilitate the proposal (i.e. on-site waste 
management, mechanical plant equipment, etc.) can be 
provided within the development. 

• Whether the proposal would result in unacceptable parking 
and traffic impacts. 

• Whether the proposal would result in unacceptable amenity 
impacts to neighbouring properties. 

• Whether the proposal is consistent with the relevant 
heritage considerations. 

Conclusion: There is a lack of detail and rigor in the supporting information 
from the applicant for the City to be satisfied that the granting of 
a permit is appropriate with respect to: 
• Impacts on the heritage place (an individually listed building 

in the Heritage Overlay); 
• The lack of on-site parking; and  
• How the use of the land for a residential hotel will be 

appropriately managed, moderated or maintained in a way 
that limits unacceptable detrimental impacts on 
neighbouring amenity. 

 
It is therefore recommended that Council issue: 
1. A Notice of Decision to Refuse to Grant a Permit; and 
2. Advise that Car Parking Demand Assessment is not to the 

satisfaction of Council. 
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Recommended Motion 
 
That Council:  
 
1. Issue a Notice of Decision to Refuse to Grant a Permit for the conversion of existing 

buildings to a residential hotel, construction of four additional hotel rooms, 
externally paint a building, installation of fence and erect signage at 311-313 High 
Street, Golden Square 3555 for the following reasons: 

 
a. The proposal does not demonstrably confirm that services and mechanical 

plant equipment will be implemented in a way that does not detrimentally impact 
the existing building’s heritage significance; and the insertion of a new building 
(proposed rooms 18-21) in the southeastern corner of the site is contrary to: 

a. Clause 15.03-1L – Post-contact heritage conservation – Greater 
Bendigo 

b. Clause 43.01-8 – Heritage Overlay – Decision Guidelines. 
 

b. The lack of on-site provision for management, security and storage does not 
adequately demonstrate that there will not be detrimental impacts to the 
amenity of the area, contrary to: 

i. Clause 55.05-6 – Storage objective 
ii. Clause 55.06-3 – Common property objectives 
iii. Clause 55.06-4 – Site services objectives 
iv. Clause 34.01-8 – Commercial 1 Zone – Decision Guidelines  

 
2. Advise the permit applicant that a satisfactory Car Parking Demand Assessment 

in accordance with the requirements of clause 52.06-7 (Car Parking) has not been 
supplied. 
 
a. The absence of a satisfactory Demand Assessment means the approval of this 

development and use without any parking is premature and is not ‘to the 
satisfaction of the responsible authority’ as required by clause 52.06-6 - 
Number of car parking spaces required for other uses. 

 
 
1. Proposed Notice of Decision Conditions 
 
N/A 
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RESOLUTION 
  
 
That Council:  
 
 

1. Issue a Notice of Decision to Refuse to Grant a Permit for the conversion of 
existing buildings to a residential hotel, construction of four additional hotel 
rooms, externally paint a building, installation of fence, erect signage and car 
parking to the satisfaction of the responsible authority at 311-313 High Street, 
Golden Square 3555 for the following reasons: 
 
a. The proposal does not demonstrably confirm that services and mechanical 

plant equipment will be implemented in a way that does not detrimentally 
impact the existing building’s heritage significance; and the insertion of a 
new building (proposed rooms 18-21) in the southeastern corner of the site 
is contrary to: 
 

i. Clause 15.03-1L – Post-contact heritage conservation – Greater 
Bendigo 

ii. Clause 43.01-8 – Heritage Overlay – Decision Guidelines. 
 

b. The lack of on-site provision for management, security and storage does not 
adequately demonstrate that there will not be detrimental impacts to the 
amenity of the area, contrary to: 
 

i. Clause 55.05-6 – Storage objective 
ii. Clause 55.06-3 – Common property objectives 
iii. Clause 55.06-4 – Site services objectives 
iv. Clause 34.01-8 – Commercial 1 Zone – Decision Guidelines  

 
2. That a satisfactory Car Parking Demand Assessment in accordance with the 

requirements of clause 52.06-7 (Car Parking) has not been supplied. The 
absence of a satisfactory Demand Assessment means the approval of this 
development and use without any parking is premature and is not ‘to the 
satisfaction of the responsible authority’ as required by clause 52.06-6 - 
Number of car parking spaces required for other uses. 

  
 
Moved: Cr Karen Corr 
Seconded: Cr Andrea Metcalf 
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Those voting for the Motion: 8  
 

For: Cr Abhishek Awasthi, Cr Shivali Chatley, Cr Owen Cosgriff, Cr Karen Corr, Cr 
Damien Hurrell, Cr Andrea Metcalf, Cr Thomas Prince and Cr Aaron Spong 

 
Those voting against the Motion: 0: 
 

Against:  Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

 
Absent: Nil 
  
    

CARRIED 
Resolution No. 2025-140 
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8.2. 42 Torrens Street, Marong - Use and Development of the Land for a Childcare Centre 

8.2. 42 Torrens Street, Marong - Use and Development of the Land for a 
Childcare Centre 
Executive Summary 
 
Application Number: DU/302/2024 
Applicant: Permits Hub Pty Ltd 
Land: 42 Torrens Street, MARONG 3515 
Zoning: Neighbourhood Residential Zone 
Overlays: Design and Development Overlay – Schedule 32 
Number of Objections: 7 
Consultation Meeting: No consultation meeting held. 
Key Considerations: • Is the proposed use and development acceptable in terms of 

the planning controls applying to the land? 
• Can offsite amenity impacts be appropriately managed? 
• What are like likely traffic and car parking impacts and can 

they be addressed? 
Conclusion: The application proposes to use and develop the land for a 

childcare centre. The proposal is consistent with the purpose of 
the Neighbourhood Residential Zone and the design objectives of 
the Design and Development Overlay. 
 
The proposal is consistent with policy guiding future development 
of the township of Marong, and the development can be 
adequately serviced and accessed. Offsite amenity impacts can 
be acceptably managed through permit conditions. 
 
For these reasons, it is recommended Council approve the 
proposal and issue a Notice of Decision to grant a Permit, 
subject to conditions. 

 
 
 
Recommended Motion 
 
That Council:  
 

1. Issue a Notice of Decision of Grant a Permit for the use and development of the 
land for a childcare centre at 42 Torrens Street, Marong subject to the 
conditions at the end of this report. 
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1. Proposed Notice of Decision Conditions 
 
1.  MODIFIED PLAN REQUIRED 

Before the use and/or development starts, amended plans to the satisfaction of 
the responsible authority must be submitted to and approved by the responsible 
authority. When approved, the plans will be endorsed and will then form part of 
the permit. The plans must be drawn to scale with dimensions and must be 
generally in accordance with the plans submitted with the application but modified 
to show: 
a. An amended site plan to include acoustic fencing in accordance with the 

recommendations of the Acoustic Impact Assessment (Rev. 0 28/20/2024) 
prepared by Octave Acoustics. 

b. A Landscape Plan in accordance with Condition 3. 
c. A final SDA and BESS report are to be submitted with draft stamp removed. 
d. Daylight modelling or Greenstar daylight hand calculations are to be submitted 

demonstrating achieving 2% daylight factor as per points claimed in BESS. 
e. Location of the three bicycle parking spaces as per points claimed in BESS. 
f. A roof plan detailing where downpipes will be located and how they will all be 

diverted to the rainwater tank. 
g. A stormwater quality report showing how 100% will be achieved in BESS 

Stormwater category. 
h. Landscape plan demonstrating where 35% of the site will be covered with 

vegetation as per points claimed in BESS. 
i. The initiatives committed to in the Sustainable Design Assessment (SDA) and 

Built Environment Sustainability Scorecard (BESS) are to be shown on the 
development plans and endorsed along with the following notation to be placed 
on all floor and elevation plans: 

i. A minimum 25,000L rainwater tank will be provided irrigation and to be 
connected to toilets for flushing. 

ii. 6-star taps and 5-star toilets (WELS ratings) water fixtures and fittings. 
iii. This is an all-electric development. 
iv. The maximum illumination power density (W/m2) in at least 90% of the 

area of the relevant building class must meet the requirements in Table 
J7D3a of the NCC 2022 Vol 1. 

v. Electric vehicle charging facility is to be shown on plan and installed. 
vi. Heating and cooling systems within one star of the most efficient 

equivalent capacity unit available, or Coefficient of Performance (CoP) 
& Energy Efficiency Ratios (EER) not less than 85% of the CoP & EER 
of the most efficient equivalent capacity unit available. 

vii. Water heating systems within one star of the best available, or 85% or 
better than the most efficient equivalent capacity unit. 

viii. Heating and cooling systems to be within one star or at least 85% of the 
best CoP/EER available for the required capacity. 
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ix. Water heating systems to be within one star of the best available, or 
85% or better than the most efficient equivalent capacity unit. 

  
2.  NO LAYOUT ALTERATION 

The use and/or development permitted by this permit as shown on the endorsed 
plan(s) and/or described in the endorsed documents must not be altered or 
modified (for any reason) except with the prior written consent of the responsible 
authority. 
  

3.  LANDSCAPE PLAN 
Before the development starts, a landscape plan to the satisfaction of the 
responsible authority must be submitted to and approved by the responsible 
authority. When approved, the plan will be endorsed and will then form part of the 
permit. The plan must be drawn to scale with dimensions. 
 
The plan must show: 
a. A survey (including botanical names) of all existing vegetation to be retained 

and/or removed. 
b. Details of surface finishes of pathways and driveways. 
c. Planting schedule of all proposed trees, shrubs and ground covers, including 

botanical names, common names, pot sizes, sizes at maturity, and quantities 
of each plant. 

d. Canopy tree plantings (with trees located so that no canopy crosses the 
boundaries of the site). 

 
The landscape plan must demonstrate that a minimum vegetation coverage of 
35% of site area is achieved. 
 
All species selected must be to the satisfaction of the responsible authority. 
  

4.  LANDSCAPING WORKS  
Before the use starts or by such later date as is approved by the responsible 
authority in writing, the landscaping works shown on the endorsed plans must be 
carried out and completed to the satisfaction of the responsible authority. 
  

5.  LANDSCAPING MAINTENANCE 
The landscaping shown on the endorsed plans must be maintained to the 
satisfaction of the responsible authority, including that any dead, diseased or 
damaged plants are to be replaced. 
  

6.  CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT PLAN 
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Prior to commencement of works the owner or applicant must submit a 
Construction Management Plan (CMP) for approval by the responsible authority. 
This plan shall include, but not be limited to:  
a. A site specific plan showing proposed erosion and sedimentation control 

works. 
b. Techniques and intervention levels to prevent a dust nuisance. 
c. Techniques to prevent mud and dirt being transported from the site to adjacent 

streets. 
d. The protection measures taken to preserve any vegetation identified for 

retention. 
 

During construction of works associated with the subdivision, the applicant must 
employ and provide the protection methods contained in the CMP to the 
satisfaction of the responsible authority and the Environment Protection Agency. 
 
 

7.  SUSTAINABLE DESIGN ASSESSMENT 
a. All works must be undertaken in accordance with the endorsed SDA and BESS 

project ID786BB0D-R1 to the satisfaction of the responsible authority. No 
alterations to the SDA or associated documents may occur without the prior 
written consent of the responsible authority.  

b. Prior to use or occupation, a post construction report must be submitted to the 
satisfaction of the responsible authority and must confirm that all measures 
specified in the SDA and BESS report Project ID786BB0D-R1 have been 
implemented in accordance with the approved plan. The report must include 
the following documents and photographic evidence of: 

i. Size and location of the rainwater tank installed, pumps and connection 
to toilets. 

ii. Final JV3 modelling assessment or alternative details achieving the 
commitments in BESS. 

iii. The efficiency (WELS ratings) of water fittings and fixtures. 
iv. The star rating or CoP for heating/cooling and hot water system. 
v. Location of EV charging infrastructure. 
vi. Minimum 3 bicycle parking spaces provided as per approved BESS and 

SDA. 
vii. Final daylight modelling or green star handheld calculations detailing the 

percentage of the floor area achieves a 2% daylight factor. 
viii. Details of the system installed to monitor and maintain CO2 

concentrations at a level of equal to or less than 800 ppm. 
ix. A list of all paints, adhesives and engineered timber used. 
x. A landscape plan demonstrating 35% of the site is covered with 

vegetation as per points claimed in BESS. 
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8.  DETAILED DRAINAGE  
Plans to the satisfaction of the responsible authority must be submitted to and 
approved by the responsible authority. When approved, the plans will be endorsed 
and then will form part of the permit. The plans must be drawn to scale with 
dimensions. The plans must include  
a. Underground drainage. 
b. A point of discharge. 
c. Easements as required. 
d. Stormwater quality. 
e. Stormwater detention: Allowable discharge: Q10% = 20 l/s. 
  

9.  CONSTRUCTION OF WORKS  
Road works, drainage and other civil works must be constructed in accordance 
with the City of Greater Bendigo Infrastructure Design Manual and plans and 
specifications approved by the responsible authority and must include: 
a. Underground drainage. 
b. Footpath along the east property boundary. 
  

10.  SECTION 173 AGREEMENT – STORMWATER  
Prior to occupation the applicant/owner must enter into an Agreement under 
Section 173 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987. Such Agreement must 
covenant that: 
a. The owner will maintain each detention or quality system and not modify 

without prior written approval from the responsible authority. 
b. The owner shall allow duly authorised officers of the responsible authority to 

inspect the systems at mutually agreed times. 
c. The owner will pay for all costs associated with the construction and 

maintenance of each onsite detention or water quality system. 
d. Attach details of the approved detention system to the S173. 
  

11.  CONSTRUCTION OF CAR PARK AND ACCESS  
Before the use commences, access and car parking must be constructed in 
accordance with the following requirements: 
a. A turn around area is required for an aisle that is more than 6 bays long as per 

AS2890.1:2004 cl 2.4.2(c). 
b. Accessible parking bays, where required by the BCA, must be provided in 

accordance with AS/NZ 2890.6-2009, section 2 and must be signed in 
accordance with AS/NZ 1742.11-1999 and line marked in accordance with 
AS/NZ 2890.6-2009, section 3. 

c. The entry/exit, the internal roadway and the parking areas must be sealed and 
the car parking spaces line marked and maintained to the responsible 
authority’s satisfaction. 
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d. The carpark must be provided with public lighting in accordance with AS/NZ 
1158.3.1 with fittings to minimise spill lighting on to neighbouring property 
(including road reserves) in accordance with AS/NZ 4282-1997. 

e. The driveway between the property boundary and the edge of the sealed road 
must be constructed in accordance with the Infrastructure Design Manual. 

f. The driveway between the property boundary and the edge of the sealed road 
must be a straight alignment. 

  
12.  NUMBER OF CHILDREN 

Except with the prior written consent of the responsible authority the permitted use 
must only operate with a maximum capacity of 88 children present at any one time. 
  

13.  HOURS OF OPERATION 
Except with the prior written consent of the responsible authority, the use permitted 
by this permit must operate only between the following times: 
• Monday to Friday 6:30am to 6:00pm. 
  

14.  NOISE MANAGEMENT PLAN  
a. The use permitted by this permit must be carried out in accordance with the 

endorsed Noise Management Plan prepared by Octave Acoustic (Rev. 0 
28/20/2024). 

b. Before the use starts the acoustic fencing recommended by the Acoustic 
Impact Assessment must be installed to the satisfaction of the responsible 
authority. 

  
15.  WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN  

Before the development starts a waste management plan must be submitted to 
and approved by the responsible authority. Once approved the waste 
management plan will be endorsed and form part of the permit. The plan must 
include: 
a. Details of waste storage areas on the site including any screening and 

landscaping so that it is generally obscured from public viewpoints to the 
satisfaction of the responsible authority. 

b. Number and size of waste receptacles for each waste stream. 
c. Times and frequency of waste collection by private contractor. 
 
Waste management must be undertaken in accordance with the endorsed waste  
management plan. 
  

16.  GENERAL AMENITY 
The use permitted by this permit must not, in the opinion of the responsible 
authority, adversely affect the amenity of the locality. 
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17.  BAFFLED LIGHTING 
Outdoor lighting, where provided, must be designed, baffled and located to the 
satisfaction of the responsible authority such that no direct light is emitted outside 
the boundaries of the subject land. 
  

18.  CONSTRUCTION PHASE 
All activities associated with the construction of the development permitted by this 
permit must be carried out to the satisfaction of the responsible authority and all 
care must be taken to minimise the effect of such activities on the amenity of the 
locality. 
  

19.  REFRIGERATION AND AIR CONDITIONING EQUIPMENT 
Any equipment required for refrigeration, air-conditioning, heating and the like 
must be suitably insulated for the purpose of reducing noise emissions and must 
be located so as to not be highly visible from the street to the satisfaction of the 
responsible authority. 
  

20.  EXPIRY OF PERMIT 
This permit will expire if one of the following circumstances applies:  
a. The development is not started within 3 years of the issued date of this permit.  
b. The development is not completed within 5 years of the issued date of this 

permit.  
c. The use does not start within 3 years of the issued date of this permit. 
 
In accordance with Section 69 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987, an 
application may be submitted to the responsible authority for an extension of the 
periods referred to in this condition.  

 
 
Notes 
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERVICES ACT 1996 & CHILDREN’S SERVICES REGULATIONS 
2009 
This planning permit has not been assessed against the requirements of the Children’s 
Services Act 1996 and Children’s Services Regulations 2009 as this is not a 
requirement under the Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTALLY SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
The City’s ESD Officer may arrange a time to meet on-site to discuss the ESD 
conditions and associated approved plans and check the commitments within the 
endorsed plans are being implemented. 
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CONSENT FOR WORK ON ROAD RESERVES  
The applicant must comply with; 
• The Road Management Act 2004,  
• Road Management (Works and Infrastructure) Regulations 2005 and  
• Road Management (General) Regulations 2005  
with respect to any requirements to notify the coordinating authority and/or seek 
consent from the coordinating authority to undertake “works” (as defined in the Act) in, 
over or under the road reserve. 
 
The responsible authority in the inclusion of this condition on this planning permit is 
not deemed to have been notified of, or to have given consent to undertake any works 
within the road reserve as proposed in this permit. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
• If providing food to the children, the childcare centre will be considered a Class 1 

food premises and must be constructed and maintained in accordance with the 
Food Act 1984 and Food Standards Code. 

• It is strongly recommended that a plan of the proposed food premises be submitted 
to City of Greater Bendigo’s Environmental Health team for assessment prior to 
commencement of construction and/or fit out. This could potentially avoid 
significant delays and additional and unnecessary costs. 
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RESOLUTION 
  
 
That Council:  
 

1. Issue a Notice of Decision of Grant a Permit for the use and development of the 
land for a childcare centre at 42 Torrens Street, Marong subject to the 
conditions at the end of this report. 

  
 
Moved: Cr Andrea Metcalf 
Seconded: Cr Abhishek Awasthi 
 
 
Those voting for the Motion: 5  
 

For: Cr Abhishek Awasthi, Cr Andrea Metcalf, Cr Thomas Prince, Cr Aaron Spong 
and Chairperson Casting Vote 

 
Those voting against the Motion: 4: 
 

Against:  Cr Shivali Chatley, Cr Owen Cosgriff, Cr Karen Corr and Cr Damien 
Hurrell 
Abstained: Nil 

 
Absent: Nil 
  
    

CARRIED 
Resolution No. 2025-141 

 
 
EXTENSION OF TIME 
  
That an extension of time be granted for Cr Abhishek Awasthi.  
  
Moved: Cr Andrea Metcalf 
Seconded: Cr Aaron Spong 
  

CARRIED 
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8.3. 27 Hervey Street, Elmore - Development of 5 Dwellings on a Lot 

8.3. 27 Hervey Street, Elmore - Development of 5 Dwellings on a Lot 
Executive Summary 
 
Application Number: DR/227/2025  
Applicant: Olympus Crest Pty Ltd  
Land: 27 Hervey Street, ELMORE  3558  
Zoning: Township Zone    
Overlays: Nil.  
Number of Objections: 5  
Consultation Meeting: 28 October 2025  
Key Considerations: Whether the proposal complies with the Townhouse and Low-Rise 

Code. 
Conclusion: The relevant elements of Townhouse and Low-Rise Code are met, 

which means objectors do not have review rights. 
 
It is recommended that Council support the proposal and issue a 
Planning Permit, subject to conditions. 

 
 
 
Recommended Motion 
 
That Council:  
 

1. Issue a Planning Permit for development of 5 dwellings on a lot at 27 Hervey 
Street, Elmore 3558 subject to the conditions at the end of this report. 

 
 
 
1. Proposed Planning Permit Conditions 
 
1.  NO LAYOUT ALTERATION 

The use and development permitted by this permit as shown on the endorsed 
plans and/or described in the endorsed documents must not be altered or 
modified (for any reason) except with the prior written consent of the responsible 
authority. 
 

2.  GENERAL EXTERIOR TREATMENT 
The exterior treatment of the buildings permitted by this permit including all 
exterior decoration, materials, finishes and colours must be to the satisfaction of 
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the responsible authority.  The exterior treatment of the building(s) must be 
maintained to the satisfaction of the responsible authority.   
 

3.  RETICULATED GAS SERVICES 
Any new dwelling allowed by this permit must not be connected to a reticulated 
gas service (within the meaning of clause 53.03 of the relevant planning 
scheme). This condition continues to have force and effect after the 
development authorised by this permit has been completed. 
 

4.  COMPLETION OF LANDSCAPING 
Before the occupation of the development starts or by such later date as is 
approved by the responsible authority in writing, the landscaping works shown 
on the endorsed plans must be carried out and completed to the satisfaction of 
the responsible authority. 
 

5.  LANDSCAPING MAINTENANCE 
The landscaping shown on the endorsed plans must be maintained to the 
satisfaction of the responsible authority, including that any dead, diseased or 
damaged plants are to be replaced. 
 

6.  REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING EQUIPMENT   
Any equipment required for refrigeration, air-conditioning, heating and the like 
must be suitably insulated for the purpose of reducing noise emissions and must 
be located so as to not be highly visible from the street to the satisfaction of the 
responsible authority. 
 

7.  CONSTRUCTION PHASE 
All activities associated with the construction of the development permitted by 
this permit must be carried out to the satisfaction of the responsible authority 
and all care must be taken to minimise the effect of such activities on the amenity 
of the locality. 
 

8.  DETAILED DRAINAGE 
Plans to the satisfaction of the responsible authority must be submitted to and 
approved by the responsible authority. When approved, the plans will be 
endorsed and then will form part of the permit. The plans must be drawn to scale 
with dimensions. The plans must include: 
(a) Underground drainage 
(b) Stormwater quality 
(c) Stormwater detention 

i. Allowable Discharge 
▪ Q 10% = 7.6 l/s 

(d) A point of discharge 
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9.  CONSTRUCTION OF WORKS 
Road works, drainage and other civil works must be constructed in accordance 
with the City of Greater Bendigo Infrastructure Design Manual and plans and 
specifications approved by the Responsible Authority and must include: 
(a) Underground drainage 
 

10.  SECTION 173 
The applicant/owner must enter into an Agreement under Section 173 of the 
Planning and Environment Act 1987. Such Agreement must covenant that; 
(a) The owner will maintain each detention or quality system and not modify 

without prior written approval from the responsible authority. 
(b) The owner shall allow duly authorised officers of the responsible authority 

to inspect the systems at mutually agreed times. 
(c) The owner will pay for all costs associated with the construction and 

maintenance of each on-site detention or water quality system. 
 

11.  VEHICLE CROSSINGS 
Vehicular access to the subject land from any roadway or service lane (and vice 
versa) must be by way of a vehicle crossing(s) constructed at right angles to the 
road, to suit the proposed driveway(s) and vehicles that will use the crossing. A 
Works within Road Reserves permit must be obtained from the City of Greater 
Bendigo Engineering Department prior to any work commencing in the road 
reserve. 
 

12.  PEDESTRIAN SIGHT LINES 
The development must ensure sight lines at the exit driveway comply with 
Clause 52.06-9. 
 

13.  SEALED CAR PARK 
Areas set aside for the parking of vehicles together with the aisles and drives 
must be properly formed to such levels that they can be utilised in accordance 
with the endorsed plan and must be drained and provided with an impervious all 
weather seal coat.  The areas must be constructed, drained and maintained in 
a continuously useable condition to the satisfaction of the responsible authority. 
 

14.  USE OF CAR PARKING AREAS 
Areas set aside for the parking and movement of vehicles as shown on the 
endorsed plan must be made available for such use and must not be used for 
any other purpose. 
 

15.  FENCING OF SITE 
The fence(s) as shown on the endorsed plans(s) must be erected and 
maintained to the satisfaction of the responsible authority. 
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16.  NO MUD ON ROADS 

In the event of mud, crushed rock or other debris being carried onto public roads 
or footpaths from the subject land, appropriate measures must be implemented 
to minimise the problem to the satisfaction of the responsible authority. 
 

17.  EXPIRY OF PERMIT 
This permit will expire if one of the following circumstances applies:  
a. The development is not started within 3 years of the issued date of this 

permit.  
b. The development is not completed within 5 years of the issued date of this 

permit.  
 
In accordance with Section 69 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987, an 
application may be submitted to the responsible authority for an extension of the 
periods referred to in this condition. 
 

 
CONSENT FOR WORK ON ROAD RESERVES 
The applicant must comply with; 
• The Road Management Act 2004, 
• Road Management (Works and Infrastructure) Regulations 2005 and 
• Road Management (General) Regulations 2005 
with respect to any requirements to notify the coordinating authority and/or seek 
consent from the coordinating authority to undertake “works” (as defined in the Act) in, 
over or under the road reserve. The responsible authority in the inclusion of this 
condition on this planning permit is not deemed to have been notified of, or to have 
given consent to undertake any works within the road reserve as proposed in this 
permit. 
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RESOLUTION 
  
 
That Council:  
 

1. Issue a Planning Permit for development of 5 dwellings on a lot at 27 Hervey 
Street, Elmore 3558 subject to the conditions at the end of this report. 

  
Moved: Cr Andrea Metcalf 
Seconded: Cr Damien Hurrell 
 
Those voting for the Motion: 8  
 

For: Cr Abhishek Awasthi, Cr Shivali Chatley, Cr Owen Cosgriff, Cr Karen Corr, Cr 
Damien Hurrell, Cr Andrea Metcalf, Cr Thomas Prince and Cr Aaron Spong 

 
Those voting against the Motion: 0: 
 

Against:  Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

 
Absent: Nil 
  
    

CARRIED 
Resolution No. 2025-142 
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9. REPORT ITEMS 
 
9.1. Bendigo Writers Festival Review 

9.1. Bendigo Writers Festival Review 
  
 
Cr Prince declared a Conflict of Interest due to being the Bendigo President and the 
Chair of the Board of the La Trobe Student Association (the LTSA) who operate on all 
of La Trobe Universities Victorian campuses (except Bundoora). I find it reasonable 
for someone to see myself as having a perceived Conflict of Interest on the matter 
before us. And it’s on this basis I will remove myself for this item on our agenda. 
 
  
RESOLUTION 
  
I wish to move a procedural motion that the Mayor vacate the role of Chair only for 
the duration of debate and voting on Item 9.1, due to the Mayor’s conflict of interest 
in relation to that Item. 
  
Moved: Cr Thomas Prince 
Seconded: Cr Karen Corr 
 

CARRIED 
Resolution No. 2025-143 

 
Cr Thomas Prince left to the meeting at 7:05 pm.  
 
 
Executive Summary 
 
The Bendigo Writers Festival was established in 2012 to celebrate literature and ideas, 
fostering community engagement and cultural tourism in central Victoria. 
 
The original vision included the Festival evolving into a major event and significantly 
contributing to the visitor economy, with City of Greater Bendigo support reducing over 
time. 
 
Following a disrupted 2025 Festival, a review was undertaken to consider what has 
worked well in the past, what could be improved and what a Festival may look like in 
the future. 
 
The review gathered opinions on the Festival’s value to the community from Greater 
Bendigo residents, key stakeholders and publishers, past participants 
(authors/speakers/hosts), ticket holders, and City staff and volunteers. 
 
The review also presented an opportunity to explore strengthening Goldfields Library 
Corporation’s involvement in the delivery of literary events and programs. 
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This report summarises the consultation process and recommends how the City can 
continue supporting the literary arts. 
 
Recommended Motion 
 
That Council:  
 

1. Recognise the 14-year history of the Festival and the positive impact it has had 
on our community. 

2. Note a review has been undertaken, which established the value of the Festival 
to the community and acknowledge the feedback received. 

3. Partner with Goldfields Library Corporation to support the delivery of a literary 
program in 2026, including children’s literature activities, while planning for the 
return of a full Festival in 2027. 

4. Provide additional funding in the 2026/2027 Budget for the Bendigo Writers 
Festival to strengthen governance, establish new operating principles, and 
confirm a sustainable delivery model for future festivals. 

 
 
  
Moved: Not Moved 
Seconded: Not Seconded 
 
 
 

LASPE 
 

 
RESOLUTION 
  
 
That Council:  
 

1. Recognise the 14-year history of the Bendigo Writers Festival and the positive 
impact it has had on our community. 

2. Note a review has been undertaken, which established the value of the Festival 
to the community and acknowledge the feedback received. 

3. Recognise the unintended negative consequences of the 2025 Code of 
Conduct - its content and timing - particularly for Dr Randa Abdel-Fattah and 
other affected authors, local businesses, participants, and the community, and 
expresses sincere regret for the impact this had on them, acknowledging that 
Council’s and the Festival’s processes were inadequate. 
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4. Provide funding in the 2026/2027 Budget for the Bendigo Writers Festival to 
strengthen governance and develop clear operating principles that all partners, 
sponsors, and speakers agree to when committing to participate - ensuring the 
Festival sets the terms, not individual partners - and to confirm a sustainable 
delivery model for future festivals. 

5. Ensure that any future operating principles and codes of conduct are rights-
based, explicitly referencing freedom of expression and non-discrimination; co-
designed with affected communities and diverse voices; and subject to public 
consultation. 

6. Partner with Goldfields Library Corporation to support the delivery of a literary 
program in 2026, including children’s literature activities, while planning for the 
return of a full Festival in 2027, subject to the implementation of Items 4 and 5 
to the satisfaction of Council. 

  
Moved: Cr Damien Hurrell 
Seconded: Cr Owen Cosgriff 
 
Those voting for the Motion: 4  
 

For: Cr Abhishek Awasthi, Cr Owen Cosgriff, Cr Karen Corr and Cr Damien Hurrell 
 
Those voting against the Motion: 3: 
 

Against:  Cr Shivali Chatley, Cr Andrea Metcalf and Cr Aaron Spong 
Abstained: Nil 

 
Absent: Nil 
  
    

CARRIED 
Resolution No. 2025-144 

EXTENSION OF TIME 
  
That an extension of time be granted for Cr Damien Hurrell.  
  
Moved: Cr Owen Cosgriff 
Seconded: Cr Abhishek Awasthi 
  

CARRIED 
EXTENSION OF TIME 
  
That an extension of time be granted for Cr Owen Cosgriff.  
  
Moved: Cr Damien Hurrell 
Seconded: Cr Abhishek Awasthi 
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CARRIED 
EXTENSION OF TIME 
  
That an extension of time be granted for Cr Owen Cosgriff.  
  
Moved: Cr Damien Hurrell 
Seconded: Cr Aaron Spong 
  

CARRIED 
POINT OF ORDER 
 
Note: Cr Damien Hurrell raised a Point of Order an error in fact in accordance with s 
6.18 of the Governance Rules regarding the statement of Cr Andrea Metcalf. 
  
The Chair upheld the Point of Order as a the word additional was not in the motion.  
EXTENSION OF TIME 
  
That an extension of time be granted for Cr Andrea Metcalf.  
  
Moved: Cr Damien Hurrell 
Seconded: Cr Owen Cosgriff 
  

CARRIED 
 
EXTENSION OF TIME 
  
That an extension of time be granted for Cr Shivali Chatley.  
  
Moved: Cr Andrea Metcalf 
Seconded: Cr Damien Hurrell 
  

CARRIED 
EXTENSION OF TIME 
  
That an extension of time be granted for Cr Abhishek Awasthi.  
  
Moved: Cr Damien Hurrell 
Seconded: Cr Shivali Chatley 
  

CARRIED 
EXTENSION OF TIME 
  
That an extension of time be granted for Cr Karen Corr.  
  
Moved: Cr Damien Hurrell 
Seconded: Cr Owen Cosgriff 
  

CARRIED 
 

Cr Thomas Prince returned to the meeting at 7:50 pm. 

https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/about-us/plans-strategies-and-documents/governance-rules
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9.2. Place Naming - Marrungi Wayaparra Kindergarten Marong 

9.2. Place Naming - Marrungi Wayaparra Kindergarten Marong 
 
 
Executive Summary 
 
On August 26, 2024, Council formally endorsed the name Marrungi Wayaparra 
Community Hub for the site that includes the kindergarten and community buildings at 
36 Torrens St, Marong. It was registered as a place name and gazetted on February 
9, 2025. The name Marrungi Wayaparra Community Hub applies to the hub as a whole 
– not to features on the site such as the kindergarten. At the time of registering the 
community hub name, officers were not aware that each individual feature also 
required registration, which is why we needed to repeat the engagement process. 
 
Naming the kindergarten Marrungi Wayaparra Kindergarten also provides continuity 
and limits confusion for the community, as there is an existing Marong Kindergarten. 
 
Information about place naming sites has been provided to the community through a 
community consultation process in line with State Government’s Naming rules for 
places in Victoria (2022). This included consultation through the City’s Let’s Talk 
Greater Bendigo consultation process, and direct mail to residents in Marong within 
200m of the site. No submissions were received either online on in response to the 
letters. 
 
With no responses or objections were received it is recommended that Council 
proceeds to officially register name of the feature within the site with Geographic 
Names Victoria. 
 
 
Recommended Motion 
 
That Council:  
 

1. Endorse place naming registration for Marrungi Wayaparra Kindergarten. 
2. Endorse the naming proposal for Marrungi Wayaparra Kindergarten to be 

lodged with Geographic Names Victoria for consideration and inclusion in 
VICNAMES. 
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RESOLUTION 
  
 
That Council:  
 

1. Endorse place naming registration for Marrungi Wayaparra Kindergarten. 
2. Endorse the naming proposal for Marrungi Wayaparra Kindergarten to be 

lodged with Geographic Names Victoria for consideration and inclusion in 
VICNAMES. 

  
Moved: Cr Andrea Metcalf 
Seconded: Cr Damien Hurrell 
 
Those voting for the Motion: 8  
 

For: Cr Abhishek Awasthi, Cr Shivali Chatley, Cr Owen Cosgriff, Cr Karen Corr, Cr 
Damien Hurrell, Cr Andrea Metcalf, Cr Thomas Prince and Cr Aaron Spong 

 
Those voting against the Motion: 0: 
 

Against:  Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

 
Absent: Nil 
  
    

CARRIED 
Resolution No. 2025-145 
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9.3. Proposed naming of the Heathcote Community Hub 

9.3. Proposed naming of the Heathcote Community Hub 
 
 
Executive Summary 
 
The City is currently undertaking a redevelopment of key community buildings in 
Heathcote, to deliver a Community Hub. The Community Hub is located from 121 to 
125 High Street, Heathcote. 
 
The redevelopment of the site requires the City to develop a name for the Community 
Hub and register it with Geographic Names Victoria. 
 
In line with the City’s commitment to the use of Traditional Owner language, and after 
consultation with Taungurung Land and Waters Council, the proposed name for the 
Community Hub is Bibi Bibi Community Hub, meaning ‘all here’ in Taungurung 
language. 
 
This is the first site the City has proposed to name using the Taungurung language. 
 
 
Recommended Motion 
 
That Council:  
 

1. Endorse the place naming registration for:  
• Bibi Bibi Community Hub, Heathcote 
 

2. Endorse the naming proposals for:  
• Bibi Bibi Community Hub to be lodged with the Geographic Names Victoria 

for consideration and inclusion in VICNAMES. 
 

3. Note that Officers will contact all submitters informing them of: 
• Council’s decision to recommend place naming registration of the site 
• The opportunity for objectors to appeal to Geographic Names Victoria 
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RESOLUTION 
  
 
That Council:  
 

1. Endorse the place naming registration for:  
• Bibi Bibi Community Hub, Heathcote 
 

2. Endorse the naming proposals for:  
• Bibi Bibi Community Hub to be lodged with the Geographic Names Victoria 

for consideration and inclusion in VICNAMES. 
 

3. Note that Officers will contact all submitters informing them of: 
• Council’s decision to recommend place naming registration of the site 
• The opportunity for objectors to appeal to Geographic Names Victoria 

  
Moved: Cr Aaron Spong 
Seconded: Cr Andrea Metcalf 
 
Those voting for the Motion: 8  
 

For: Cr Abhishek Awasthi, Cr Shivali Chatley, Cr Owen Cosgriff, Cr Karen Corr, Cr 
Damien Hurrell, Cr Andrea Metcalf, Cr Thomas Prince and Cr Aaron Spong 

 
Those voting against the Motion: 0: 
 

Against:  Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

 
Absent: Nil 
  
    

CARRIED 
Resolution No. 2025-146 

EXTENSION OF TIME 
  
That an extension of time be granted for Cr Aaron Spong.  
  
Moved: Cr Andrea Metcalf 
Seconded: Cr Owen Cosgriff 
  

CARRIED 
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9.4. Councillor Policy Refresh 

9.4. Councillor Policy Refresh 
 
Executive Summary 
 
The Local Government Act 2020 (the Act) and good corporate governance principles 
require Council to establish and maintain various policies and associated practices. 
The City has reviewed two Councillor only policies that are due for review and has 
proposed some changes which are included in the updated documents. 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s approval of the following revised 
Councillor only policies: 

• Councillor Gift and Hospitality Policy 
• Councillor Expense and Support Policy 

 
Recommended Motion 
 
That Council:  

1. Adopt the revised Councillor Gift and Hospitality Policy 
2. Adopt the revised Councillor Expense and Support Policy 

 
RESOLUTION 
  
That Council:  
 

1. Adopt the revised Councillor Gift and Hospitality Policy 
2. Adopt the revised Councillor Expense and Support Policy 

  
Moved: Cr Andrea Metcalf 
Seconded: Cr Karen Corr 
 
Those voting for the Motion: 8  
 

For: Cr Abhishek Awasthi, Cr Shivali Chatley, Cr Owen Cosgriff, Cr Karen Corr, Cr 
Damien Hurrell, Cr Andrea Metcalf, Cr Thomas Prince and Cr Aaron Spong 

 
Those voting against the Motion: 0: 
 

Against:  Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

 
Absent: Nil 
  

CARRIED 
Resolution No. 2025-147 
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9.5. Council Governance Rules Refresh 

9.5. Council Governance Rules Refresh 
 
 
Executive Summary 
 
The Governance Rules provide the foundation for Council’s decision-making and 
operational conduct, ensuring alignment with the overarching governance principles 
set out in section 9(2) of the Local Government Act 2020. They establish clear 
procedures for Council meetings, ethical and impartial decision-making, and the 
management of conflicts of interest. Through the governance rules, Council promotes 
transparency, fairness, and accountability in decision-making processes, while striving 
for continuous improvement, collaboration, and sustainability in service to the 
municipal community—now and into the future. 
 
The City of Greater Bendigo Governance Rules have been updated to ensure: 

• alignment with sector 
• compliance with the legislative frameworks 
• alignment with recommendations from recent Municipal Monitors' reports 
• prepare the organisation and Councillors for the anticipated introduction of 

model governance rules. 
 
Recommended Motion 
 
 
That Council:  
 

1. Adopt the revised City of Greater Bendigo Governance Rules. 
2. Extends its sincere thanks to all community members who provided feedback 

during the consultation period. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
  
 
That Council:  
 

1. Adopt the revised City of Greater Bendigo Governance Rules 
2. Extends its sincere thanks to all community members who provided feedback 

during the consultation period. 
  
Moved: Cr Andrea Metcalf 
Seconded: Cr Abhishek Awasthi 
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Those voting for the Motion: 7  
 

For: Cr Abhishek Awasthi, Cr Shivali Chatley, Cr Karen Corr, Cr Damien Hurrell, Cr 
Andrea Metcalf, Cr Thomas Prince and Cr Aaron Spong 

 
Those voting against the Motion: 1: 
 

Against:  Cr Owen Cosgriff 
Abstained: Nil 

 
Absent: Nil 
  
    

CARRIED 
Resolution No. 2025-148 
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9.6. Bendigo Library Electrification Funding Agreement 

9.6. Bendigo Library Electrification Funding Agreement 
 
 
Executive Summary 
 
The City was recently advised it was successful in its application to the Federal 
Government’s Community Energy Upgrades Fund Round 2 for funding to support the 
electrification of Bendigo Library, including replacement of ageing gas heating and 
cooling systems.  
 
The project involves replacing the site’s existing gas boilers and chiller plant with a 
combined commercial heat pump unit to provide heating, cooling and hot water. The 
plant will be powered by renewable electricity, reducing the City's emissions by 
approximately 240 tCO2e per year resulting in a zero emissions building, with 
upgraded infrastructure which will future proof the facility against potential future gas 
price increases. 
 
The grant will provide $1.2M towards the project with funding to be matched by 
Council. Given the full project cost is above the CEO’s financial delegation of $2M, a 
Council resolution is required to progress the project and enter into the funding 
agreement. 
 
 
Recommended Motion 
 
That Council:  
 

1. Authorise the CEO to sign the Community Energy Upgrades Fund Round 2 
funding agreement for the Electrification of the Bendigo Library project, 
including the City’s co-contribution of up to $1.63M. 

 
 
RESOLUTION 
  
 
That Council:  
 

1. Authorise the CEO to sign the Community Energy Upgrades Fund Round 2 
funding agreement for the Electrification of the Bendigo Library project, 
including the City’s co-contribution of up to $1.63M. 

  
Moved: Cr Karen Corr 
Seconded: Cr Andrea Metcalf 
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Those voting for the Motion: 8  
 

For: Cr Abhishek Awasthi, Cr Shivali Chatley, Cr Owen Cosgriff, Cr Karen Corr, Cr 
Damien Hurrell, Cr Andrea Metcalf, Cr Thomas Prince and Cr Aaron Spong 

 
Those voting against the Motion: 0: 
 

Against:  Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

 
Absent: Nil 
  
    

CARRIED 
Resolution No. 2025-149 
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9.7. Councillor Appointments to Committees 2025/26 

9.7. Councillor Appointments to Committees 2025/26 
Executive Summary 
 
This report is for Council to endorse representatives on various Council and 
community committees for the 2025/26 Mayoral term. 
 
Councillor representation on various Council and community committees is an 
important community engagement process.   
 
Recommended Motion 
 
That Council:  
 

1. Endorse the appointments to committees as outlined in this report, effective 
from December 15, 2025. 
 

 
RESOLUTION 
  
 
That Council:  
 

1. Endorse the appointments to committees as outlined in this report, effective 
from December 15, 2025. 

  
Moved: Cr Andrea Metcalf 
Seconded: Cr Karen Corr 
 
Those voting for the Motion: 8  
 

For: Cr Abhishek Awasthi, Cr Shivali Chatley, Cr Owen Cosgriff, Cr Karen Corr, Cr 
Damien Hurrell, Cr Andrea Metcalf, Cr Thomas Prince and Cr Aaron Spong 

 
Those voting against the Motion: 0: 
 

Against:  Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

 
Absent: Nil 
  
    

CARRIED 
Resolution No. 2025-150 
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9.8. Contracts Awarded Under Delegation 

9.8. Contracts Awarded Under Delegation 
Executive Summary 
 
To inform Council of contracts signed under Delegation 
 
Recommended Motion 
 
That Council:  
 

1. Note the contracts awarded under delegation during the previous reporting 
period. 

 
 
RESOLUTION 
  
That the recommended motion be adopted.  
  
Moved: Cr Andrea Metcalf 
Seconded: Cr Damien Hurrell 
 

CARRIED 
Resolution No. 2025-151 
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10. URGENT BUSINESS 
 
Nil 
 
 
11. NOTICES OF MOTION 
 
Nil 
 
 

 



   Council Meeting Minutes - Monday December 15, 2025 

 

 
Page 46 of 51 

 

12. MAYOR'S REPORT 
 
 
The Mayor, Cr Thomas Prince, tabled a report on attendance at the following 
meetings and events: 
 
I was going to start tonight by listing every event I’ve attended this month… but then I 
realised I’d need to apply for a planning permit just to fit it all in! So, let me share some 
of my highlights. 

Celebrating Our Community 

• The City of Greater Bendigo Youth Awards showcased the creativity and 
leadership of our young people. Their passion in making a difference is 
inspiring. 

• At the Bridge of Peace Ceremony at the Great Stupa, we welcomed a 
delegation from Nepal, strengthening Bendigo’s reputation as a city of cultural 
connection. 

• The Rotary Club’s Respectful Relationships Rally reminded me of the 
importance of standing together against family violence and building a 
community of respect. 

Supporting Local Business & Creativity 

• We launched the Love Your Local Christmas giveaway, encouraging everyone 
to shop local and support the businesses that make Bendigo unique. 

• The ‘There’s a Place at the Table for You’ portrait exhibition at the Living Arts 
Space was a powerful celebration of inclusion through art. And highlighting 
stories of our locals that are at the heart of our UNESCO gastronomy 
designation 

Looking Ahead 

• Tiny Towns Grants are now open – this is your chance to bring bold ideas to 
life in our smaller communities. We want to hear your vision! 

• Bendigo will host Melbourne United basketball and Super Netball in the new 
year – world-class sport right here in our city. So get excited about that 

• There’s a vacancy in Lockwood Ward – an important opportunity for community 
leadership. If you are interested, start asking your questions now. Know the role 
and consider representing the fantastic Lockwood communities. 

• And of course, summer in Bendigo means markets, music, and festivals. Keep 
an eye on the cities channels for what’s coming up. 
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And lastly, being our last meeting for the year, best I give a Christmas Message 

Christmas is a special time of year - a season that has the ability to amplify both joys 
and challenges. And, considering very recent events, I’m reminded to return myself to 
the principles that I love about Christmas: 

Lead with love, show compassion, and practice kindness. I encourage you to let these 
values shine through your acts of generosity, giving, and forgiveness in the coming 
days. Let this be a time that brings people together -  whether with family, friends, or 
even strangers. 

These are the qualities that make me proud of Bendigo and I thank everyone across 
our municipality who has contributed to a vibrant, caring, and forward-looking 
community. 

From Kamarooka to Kangaroo Flat, Woodvale to Weeroona, Mandurang to Mia Mia. 
And everywhere in between – have a safe, joyful Christmas and a hopeful New Year. 
And remember, even the smallest of light can break the deepest darkness. Be a light 
that shines 
 
• Media opportunity for Electrify the Bendigo Library. 
• City of Greater Bendigo Audit and Risk Committee meeting. 
• Bendigo Agricultural Show Society Committee of Management meeting. 
• Met with Sally Curtain, Chief Executive Officer and Stephen Levivckis General 

Manager - Membership of the Victorian Chamber of Commerce. 
• Media opportunity for the Christmas tree lighting and late night trading.   
• Recorded pod cast with Beyond the Noise Tim and Luke. 
• Spoke at the Bridge of Peace: A Recognition Ceremony attended by a delegation 

from Nepal, held at The Great Stupa of Universal Compassion. 
• Spoke at the City of Greater Bendigo Youth Awards. 
• Spoke at the Christmas Tree lighting event held in Rosalind Park. 
• Co-chaired the City of Greater Bendigo Councillors and Youth Councillors meeting. 
• Bendigo Health Business Breakfast. 
• Meeting with Villawood representatives regarding Ravenswood. 
• Launch of Love Your Local giveaway. 
• Participated as panel member for the Youth Council interviews. 
• National Trust annual general meeting. 
• Marong Community Action Group meeting. 
• Spoke at the Officeworks Kangaroo Flat Opening Ceremony. 
• Arts and Creative Industries Advisory Committee meeting. 
• MAV Masterclass - Speaking with Impact. 
• Spoke at the Welcoming Cities Excelling Accreditation Ceremony. 
• Visit with Scootaville participants. 
• Bendigo Health annual general meeting. 
• Councillor Engagement Activity held at the Eaglehawk Children's Festival. 
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• Graduation Celebration Loddon Murray Community Leadership Program. 
• Rotary Club of Bendigo and Bendigo Community:  No to Domestic and Family 

Violence / Yes to Respectful Relationships rally. 
• Councillors’ tour of the Bendigo Venue and Events theatres and Bendigo Art 

Gallery.  
• Chaired the election of office bearers for Elmore Recreation Reserve CoM annual 

general meeting. 
• Visited Grade 3 – 6 students at Elmore Primary School. 
• YO Bendigo End of Year Volunteer Celebration held in the Civic Gardens. 
• Spoke at the Launch of ‘There’s a Place at the Table for you’, a portrait exhibition 

held at the Living Arts Space. 
• Understanding Islam Information Session held at the Bendigo Library. 
• Attended the Pontifical Concelebrated Funeral Mass for Monsignor Frank Marriott 

PA OAM held at Sacred Heart Cathedral. 
• Meeting with View Street traders regarding Gallery project update. 
• Book Launch – Islam in 30 Minutes by Sheikh Atalla Khawaldeh held at the 

Kangaroo Flat Library. 
• MAV Mayoral Mandatory Training and Mayorsd Institute Oration and networking 

event in Melbourne. 
• Spoke at the Bridge Teams of 3 Event held at the Strathfieldsaye Bowls Club. 
• Spoke at the Maiden Gully Carols held at the Maiden Gully Recreation Reserve. 
• Met onsite with residents regarding Henry Street. 
• Spoke at the reception for Consul General of India Dr Sushil Kumar to recognise 

his 3 year tenure in Australia and support he has offered to Bendigo.  
• Regional Cities Victoria meeting and election of Chair Cr Ben Blain (Warrnambool 

City Council) and Deputy Chair Cr Michael Gobel (City of Wodonga) held in 
Melbourne. 

• Spoke at the Marong Christmas Carols held at Malone Park. 
• Spoke at the Eaglehawk Christmas Carols held at Canterbury Gardens.  
• Spoken with residents, businesses and community groups regarding a wide range 

of issues. 
• Participated in numerous radio, newspaper, television media interviews and photo 

opportunities. 
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13. CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 
 
 
CEO Report to Council Meeting 15 December 2025 
  
2025 Victorian Tourism Awards 

• The Victorian Tourism Industry Council hosted its annual Tourism Awards on 
27 November 

• There were a total of 7 businesses and events nominated across our region 
• This was a very successful event which saw the City of Greater Bendigo 

awarded Gold in the Local Government Award for Tourism.  
• In addition to the award for the City, our local businesses were recognised with 

the following: 
• Cultural Tourism - Bronze - Bendigo Heritage Attractions 
• New Tourism Business - Gold - Bendigo Guided Tours  
• Tourism Wineries, Distilleries & Breweries- Silver - Silver Spoon Estate, 

Heathcote 
  
Mayam Mayam Housing Strategy 

• I recently attended Dja Dja Wurrung's launch on Friday of the Mayam Mayam 
Housing Strategy.  Mayam Mayam means housing in Djaara language 

• The purpose of the strategy for to provide secure, quality, affordable and 
culturally safe homes and services which protect and support Dja Dja Wurrung 
People. 

  
End of year closure  

• City of Greater Bendigo service centres will close 3pm Wednesday December 
24 and re-open 9am Friday January 2, 2026 

• We have a comprehensive list of service arrangements on our website  
• The only waste collections affected over the Christmas-New Year period are on 

Christmas Day 
• No other general waste, recycling or organics collections will be affected during 

the holiday period 
• If your collection is due on Christmas Day, please put your bins out by 6am 

Saturday December 27 for collection. 
• We will have staff providing essential services during this period and also have 

teams on standby should be need to respond to an emergency 
• My thanks to all staff who are working over this period.  

  
Final Council meeting of the year 
 

• This is the final Council meeting of the year.  On behalf on the Executive and 
staff at the City, I would like to say thank you to our Councillors for your year 

• The role of a Councillor is high-profile and can be challenging.  We respect the 
work you do.   

• We forward to working with you again next year as you define the legacy 
that  you would like to create for our community during your term. 
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14. CONFIDENTIAL (SECTION 66) REPORTS 
 
Recommended Motion 
 
That Council close the meeting to members of the public pursuant to Section 66(2)(g) 
of the Local Government Act 2020, to consider (a) report(s) relating to: 
 

(g) private commercial information, being information provided by a business, 
commercial or financial undertaking that -(i) relates to trade secrets; or(ii) if 
released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage; 
 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
That the recommended motion be adopted.  
 
Moved: Cr Andrea Metcalf 
Seconded: Cr Damien Hurrell 
 

CARRIED 
Resolution No. 2025-152 
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14.1. Banking Tender 
 
Reason for Confidentiality 
 
This report is CONFIDENTIAL in accordance with Section 66(2) of the Local 
Government Act 2020, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to the following confidential information defined as: 
 

(g) private commercial information, being information provided by a business, 
commercial or financial undertaking that -(i) relates to trade secrets; or(ii) if 
released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

 
RESOLUTION 
 
This report was considered during the confidential section of the meeting in 
accordance with section 66 of the Local Government Act 2020, and that the material 
contained in the report has been designated as confidential. 
 
Moved: Cr Andrea Metcalf 
Seconded: Cr Abhishek Awasthi 
 
Those voting for the Motion: 8  
 

For: Cr Abhishek Awasthi, Cr Shivali Chatley, Cr Owen Cosgriff, Cr Karen Corr, Cr 
Damien Hurrell, Cr Andrea Metcalf, Cr Thomas Prince and Cr Aaron Spong 

 
Those voting against the Motion: 0: 
 

Against:  Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

 
Absent: Nil 
 
 

CARRIED 
Resolution No. 2025-153 

 
15. CLOSE OF MEETING 
 
There being no further business, this Council Meeting closed at 8:39 pm. 
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