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WELCOME FROM THE MAYOR

As the saying goes, winter is coming!

Chilly evenings, icy frosts and an army of 
puffer jackets all signal the arrival of the colder 
months.

Although winter in Greater Bendigo doesn’t 
mean you need to go into total hibernation.

There are a great range of events and activities 
coming up to get you out and about, as well as 
plenty of fun for families, including the return 
of the ever-popular Electric Wonderland in the 
June-July school holidays.

Winter is also a busy time for Council, with full 
Council meeting agendas and plenty of decisions 
to make.

If you’ve never been to a Council meeting, I’d 
encourage you to give it a go, or to watch online. 
It’s a great way to stay informed and to see our 
decision-making in action.

Talking about staying informed, we’ve also got 
a feature in this edition about how you can keep 
up with the latest news by following the City’s 
social media accounts and e-newsletter. You can 
read more on page 9.

I’d also like to welcome new Lockwood Ward 
Councillor Donna Nicholas, following the recent 
by-election. 

Cr Nicholas is settling into the role, and my 
fellow Councillors and I are looking forward to 
working together to deliver on our Council Plan 
Mir wimbul 2025-2029 goals.

However you like to spend the winter months, I 
hope you take the time to rug up, step out and 
enjoy everything Greater Bendigo has to offer.

Mayor Cr Thomas Prince

COME OUT TO PLAY

Residents and visitors can rediscover the joy of 
play in a campaign celebrating nostalgia, retro 
fun, and immersive experiences across the 
Bendigo Region.*

The vibrant Play Bendigo Region destination 
campaign has over 90 events and experiences to 
encourage residents and visitors to rediscover 
traditional play activities and the joy that it 
brings. 

Destination Greater Bendigo Loddon Executive 
Officer James Myatt said the campaign was a 
wonderful reminder that there is no age limit to 
having fun and being playful.

“This campaign turns the Bendigo Region into 
one big, connected play zone, full of nostalgic 
references to spark childhood memories and 
rediscover a sense of fun through games, 
interactive adventures and brainteasers,” 
James said.

There are many free experiences in the program 
such as Hop, Scotch, Jump along View Street 
in Bendigo, Main Street in Inglewood and 
High Street (near the playspace) in Heathcote, 
Dragons and Ladders at the piazza in Rosalind 
Park and Floor is Lava on Pall Mall. The Duck 
and Seek challenge is to find 13 ducks hidden at 
various locations.

The free Play Passport invites you to explore 
other places across Bendigo, Heathcote and 
Loddon, including new discoveries and old 
favourites that you may not have visited for 
a while. Complete the passport to go into a 
draw to win a fantastic ‘Tram Driver for a Day’ 
experience from Bendigo Tramways.

Local hospitality and tourist attractions are 
joining the fun with nostalgic flavours, trivia, 
cocktails, escape rooms, bingo, puzzles and 
retro-inspired play themes.

Star Cinema has Throwback Movie Specials, 
while Bendigo Tramways Café roof has been 
transformed with colourful bricks that create 
a vibrant, nostalgic backdrop inspired by 
childhood play. A Karaoke Tram and lawn games 
are also on offer. You can also play Mah Jong at 
the Golden Dragon Museum.

To stay updated with new events until July 19, 
visit: www.bendigoregion.com.au/explore-
bendigo/play-bendigo-region

*Destination Greater Bendigo Loddon is the 
evolution of the Bendigo Tourism Board, now 
being the peak tourism body for Greater 
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Bendigo, Heathcote and Loddon areas. It is 
recognised by the Victorian State Government 
as a Visitor Economy Partnership for this region.

ELECTRIC WONDERLAND TO 
SHINE BRIGHT DURING WINTER 
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

See the light like never before as Electric 
Wonderland transforms Rosalind Park into 
a glowing playground of light, colour, and 
imagination during the winter school holidays 
from June 26 to July 12.

This year’s event promises even more awe-
inspiring installations and hands-on experiences 
that will shine bright under the stars for perfect 
photo opportunities with family and friends. 

Visitors can expect new innovative light 
installations, including: 

•	 Radiant Reef: Bringing the beauty and 
wonder of the ocean into Rosalind Park, this 
immersive installation features a huge whale 
suspended high in the treetops with stingrays 
swimming below. A giant octopus has made 
a new home amongst the lawned area of the 
park too.

•	 Snow Globe: A giant snow globe comes to 
life with lights and snow, through visitor 
interaction 

•	 Fire Dance: Interactive dance pads encourage 
people to get their groove on and work 
together to build up enough moves to set off 
the flame towers

•	 Portalis: Mesmerising projection orbs that 
move and stretch when visitors interact with 
them

In addition to these new attractions, Electric 
Wonderland’s most popular installations will 
return, including the stunning Sacred Heart 
Cathedral with thousands of fairy lights, the 
Pixelmatrix cube of flashing pixel string lights, 
giant interactive pin boards from hand to body 
prints, Wonderland the Dragon and the big 
screen Neon sketch. 

Now in its fourth year, Electric Wonderland 

has fast become a winter family tradition, with 
thousands of visitors from across Victoria and 
interstate making it part of their school holiday 
plans. 

Electric Wonderland Event and Creative 
Manager Alicia Villiers encouraged residents 
and visitors to save the date. 

“This July, our popular Electric Wonderland will 
return with some exciting new attractions and 
family favourites, inviting visitors and residents 
to play, explore and capture magical selfie 
moments,” Alicia said. 

City of Greater Bendigo Manager Economy 
& Experience James Myatt said Electric 
Wonderland was a must-see event. 

“We are delighted to see the return of Electric 
Wonderland with awe-inspiring installations and 
hands-on experiences. It will be a highlight of 
the winter school holidays for people of all ages 
to enjoy,” James said. 

For more information and bookings: www.
electricwonderland.com.au or follow Electric 
Wonderland on Facebook or Instagram.

CELEBRATING OUR 2026 YOUTH 
COUNCILLORS

The City of Greater Bendigo Youth Council 
has commenced its second year of a two-year 
term with six new, and eleven returning, Youth 
Councillors for 2026. 

The Youth Council is a strategic advisory and 
advocacy committee of young people whose role 
is to represent the voice of young people aged 
between 14 and 25 who live, work or study in 
Greater Bendigo.

This year returning Youth Councillors Alyssa 
Beaton (Mayor), Ella Filsell (Deputy Mayor), 
Bailey Dolan (Deputy Mayor), Aidan Sanders, 
Amelia Westbrook, Annie Dalton, Freiya 
O’Connor, Hamish Knight, Lucas Thredgold, 
Mollie Hartje and Rafferty Brasier have been 
joined by new Youth Councillors Anya Singh, 
Ava Parker, Bailey Leach, Grace Wells, Hayden 
Ferrari and Simone Richter.

http://www.electricwonderland.com.au
http://www.electricwonderland.com.au
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The Youth Council represents the views of young 
people on a range of City plans and programs 
that impact them and represents young people 
at civic and other events and activities. It also 
fulfils a key goal of the Council Plan Mir wimbul 
2025-2029 to ensure young people thrive and 
are empowered to lead.

Over the past seven years, Youth Councillors 
have contributed to nearly 60 City plans, 
strategies, policies, and projects. They have also 
co-designed and overseen the development of 
the City’s Youth Action Plan and represented 
young people on several advisory committees.

The Greater Bendigo Youth Council is now in its 
eighth year, and we asked each of the current 
youth councillors to tell us why they think the 
Youth Council is important. Here is what they 
said.

Alyssa Beaton (Youth Mayor), “The Youth Council 
is a place where we can not only advocate for 
change but see the influence and impacts of this 
advocacy. The Youth Council shows us time and 
time again that our voices truly matter.”

Ella Filsell (DeputyYouth Mayor), “The Youth 
Council is the voice of young people in Greater 
Bendigo. It’s the chance to speak out and be 
truly listened to. It’s an honour.”

Bailey Dolan (Deputy Youth Mayor), “The Youth 
Council provides an opportunity to explore and 
develop skills that young people can use to 
further their experience in a leadership role.”

Amelia Westbrook, “It’s important because it 
provides the opportunity for young people to 
advocate for their specific interest areas and 
have a voice in the community.”

Aidan Sanders, “The Youth Council gives young 
people a real seat at the table not just to be 
heard, but to shape decisions that affect our 
safety, our education, and our future. It turns 
lived experience into leadership, and ideas into 
action. When young people are trusted to lead, 
our whole community is stronger for it.”

Annie Dalton, “The Youth Council is important 
because it gives young people a platform to 
express their views on important issues. It 
also creates a supportive environment that 
encourages participation, helping young people 

feel heard, valued, and involved in decision-
making.”

Hamish Knight, “The Youth Council provides a 
voice to a section of society that otherwise has 
no representation. The young people of Greater 
Bendigo have largely no say in their own 
governance, so by having a Youth Council, the 
Council are able to gain a deeper understanding 
into the issues and problems impacting young 
people.”

Anya Singh, “I believe the Youth Council is 
extremely significant, because it helps all of 
Bendigo’s young people connect and grow with 
each other.”

Grace Wells, “Youth Council is important 
because of the real and positive impact we have 
in our community.”

Freiya O’Connor, “Youth Council gives young 
people the chance to step up and do something 
bigger. It provides young people with a voice 
and ensures we are heard not just seen.”

Hayden Ferrari, “The Youth Council gives young 
people a real voice in the decisions that shape 
our community. It allows us to feel heard, 
valued, and represented, while also bringing 
young people together to build a stronger sense 
of connection and belonging in Greater Bendigo.”

Lucas Thredgold, “Youth Council is important 
because young people are too often left out of 
making decisions that impact them both now 
and in the future. Young people are a hard 
demographic to reach, so the Youth Council 
gives us a formal process to let their voices be 
heard.”

Mollie Hartje, “It gives young people a voice, 
but it also grants them a plethora of invaluable 
opportunities to learn about our community, 
about local governance, and the wider context 
that surrounds us and our actions, so that we, 
as trusted representatives, can continue to 
advocate for our cohort and push for positive 
change within, and for our community.”

Simone Richter, “It’s important because it gives 
young people a real voice in shaping the future 
of our community. It empowers young people 
to lead, speak up, and help make the City of 
Greater Bendigo a place where every young 
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person feels heard, honoured and valued.”

Rafferty Brasier, “The Youth Council gives a 
powerful voice to young people who often 
struggle to have adequate representation, 
helping to solve problems and identify priorities 
that are important to young people.”

Ava Parker, “The Youth Council plays a 
valuable role in empowering young people’s 
voices to support our community to align with 
youth perspectives. It also provides fantastic 
opportunities for Youth Councillors to develop 
skills in leadership, communication, and 
governance.”

IT’S EASY TO ENROL YOUR CHILD 
IN KINDER WITH THE CITY

In Victoria, all three- and four-year-old children 
get funded kinder, saving families significant 
costs. 

Earlier this year, the City of Greater Bendigo 
took over responsibility for the Central 
Registration and Enrolment Scheme (CRES) for 
local kindergarten programs to ensure families 
have a streamlined and equitable process for 
enrolling their children in early learning.

The service was previously provided by Loddon 
Mallee Preschool Association under a contract 
with the City, but by bringing the CRES back 
in-house, the City can continue to support local 
families and providers and use data to plan for 
future needs.

The City is now managing enrolments for 26 
stand-alone kindergartens across Greater 
Bendigo and 22 long day care kindergarten 
programs, with a total of 1,850 kindergarten 
places in stand-alone kindergartens and 256 
kindergarten sessions delivered across Greater 
Bendigo.

Central enrolment helps families navigate 
the process with confidence and ensures 
children have the best start in life. It also helps 
strengthen the City’s role in supporting early 
years development and other programs run by 
the City.

Registrations for 2027 opened in April and 
will close for first round offers on June 30, 
2026. First round offers will be sent to families 
that meet the Department of Education and 
Training’s priority of access guidelines by mid-
July. Second round offers will be sent to families 
in mid- to late-September and subsequent offers 
will be sent out from October.

For more information on enrolling your child 
in kinder, visit the City’s website at go.bendigo.
vic.gov.au/centralised-kinder-registration, 
email kinder.enrolments@bendigo.vic.gov.au or 
phone 5434 6352.

WE’RE EXCELLING AS A 
WELCOMING CITY

The City of Greater Bendigo is the first regional 
council and third in Australia to receive 
Welcoming Cities Accreditation at the Excelling 
Level, and the first to do so under the new 
national standards.

Welcoming Cities is a national network of 
cities, shires, towns and municipalities who are 
committed to an Australia where everyone can 
belong and participate. The network recognises 
that of all tiers of government, local councils are 
best placed to understand the complexity and 
diversity of their communities.

The Welcoming Cities Excelling Level 
Accreditation is assessed across six key areas 
– leadership, inclusion, economic development, 
civic participation, equitable access, and 
learning.

City CEO Andrew Cooney said the City was 
the first local government in Australia to 
be accredited as a Welcoming City by the 
Welcoming Cities Network in 2020, and was 
delighted to receive the further Excelling Level 
Accreditation in late 2025.

“Achieving Excelling Level Accreditation as a 
Welcoming City recognises Greater Bendigo’s 
considerable commitment to cultural diversity, 
Aboriginal reconciliation and social cohesion,” 
Mr Cooney said.

http://go.bendigo.vic.gov.au/centralised-kinder-registration
http://go.bendigo.vic.gov.au/centralised-kinder-registration
mailto:kinder.enrolments%40bendigo.vic.gov.au?subject=
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“This latest milestone strengthens the City’s 
reputation as a national leader in inclusion 
and raises our profile at state, national and 
international levels. 

“It sets a benchmark for the City to continue its 
work to improve services and ensure Greater 
Bendigo is a welcoming city for all.”

The City was also recognised for its commitment 
to diversity and inclusion by winning a 2023 
Victorian Multicultural Award for Excellence and 
winning the 2024 LGPro Award for Diversity and 
Inclusion.

EVERYDAY LEADERS, 
EXTRAORDINARY IMPACT: 
CELEBRATING OUR CITIZEN AND 
YOUNG CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

Congratulations to our 2026 Citizen of the 
Year Barry Clay and Young Citizen of the Year 
Phannika Finnerty. 

Barry has been recognised for more than 50 
years of service to the Bagshot community. 
As secretary of the Bagshot Hall Committee 
since 1975, he has overseen the hall’s upkeep, 
improvements and day-to-day operations. He 
has also contributed to the Bagshot Recreation 
Committee and documented the district’s history 
through two books. Beyond Bagshot, Barry has 
contributed to a wide number of community 
organisations, including the Huntly Epsom Lions 
Club, Bendigo Agricultural Show Society and 
the St John of God Hospital consumer advisory 
group. 

Phannika is acknowledged for her significant 
volunteer contribution to the Dementia Alliance. 
She has played a key role in establishing and 
leading the Dementia Buddy Program, which 
connects students, particularly those with 
autism and additional needs, with people living 
with dementia and their carers. Her work has 
helped create an inclusive environment that 
builds confidence, empathy and meaningful 
connection across generations.

Both Barry and Phannika are truly committed to 
their communities and are wonderful examples 

of volunteers who tirelessly give back.

These awards recognise their service to others, 
and we thank Barry and Phannika for the 
passion, determination and positivity they bring.

To read more about Barry and Phannika, visit: 
go.bendigo.vic.gov.au/citizens2026

2026 GREATER BENDIGO SENIORS 
FESTIVAL: CONNECT. CREATE. 
CELEBRATE. OCTOBER 4–11

The Greater Bendigo Seniors Festival (part of 
the Victorian Seniors Festival) will take place 
between October 4 and 11, 2026 with plenty of 
free or low-cost events and activities on offer for 
local older adults.

Keep an eye out for the full printed program, 
which will be available closer to the festival 
date at local libraries, Bendigo and Heathcote 
Visitor Centres, The Capital, and Neighbourhood 
Houses. An online version of the program will be 
available from the City’s website: www.bendigo.
vic.gov.au

So, save the date and we’ll see you there!

FROM IDEA TO IMPACT

Each year, the City of Greater Bendigo’s 
community grants program helps local groups 
to achieve their goals. 

In the last financial year, the City awarded 134 
community grants to help support projects in 
the region. The City allocates approximately 
$850,000 through the various grant categories 
each year.

The program supports projects aligned with the 
aims of the Council Plan Mir wimbul 2025-2029 
or local community plans. 

To be eligible for a community grant, applicants 
must be a registered legal entity such as an 
incorporated association. However, if you 
are an informal group or individual, you can 
submit your application through an auspice 
organisation.

http://go.bendigo.vic.gov.au/citizens2026
http://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au
http://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au
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The City’s Community Grants team is here to 
help, and groups can make a time with a City 
Community Strengthening Officer to discuss 
their project.

Different grants are available throughout 
the year to support community groups and 
individuals to undertake activities that benefit 
our community:

Community Group Essentials grants of up to 
$2,000 are available year-round to support 
community groups with running costs

Small grants of up to $2,000 are available year-
round to support community group activities

Medium grants of up to $10,000 are available 
twice per year, in August and February, to 
support community group activities

Other grants available through the program 
include Partnering for Impact grants and 
Community Festive Season Meals grants. 

For more information about grants, visit: 
go.bendigo.vic.gov.au/communitygrants

GB Magazine spoke to recent grant recipients 
about their project, and how it is benefitting the 
community:

•	 “This grant allowed us to buy a trailer so we 
can bring wheelchair sport to more people. If 
you’re passionate about a community project, 
I’d encourage you to apply! Sam Cartwright, 
Bendigo Basketball Association

•	 “Thanks to the grant, we purchased a ride-on 
mower. It’s made a huge difference… we can 
focus less on mowing and more on feeding 
our community.” Bridget Bentley, Bendigo 
Foodshare

•	 “We build, construct, garden, have fun and 
love a good chin wag. Thanks to the City’s 
medium grants program, we secured over 
$8,000 for OH&S equipment so we can keep 
doing what we love, safely.” Ken Beasley, 
Huntly Men’s Shed

GREATER BENDIGO - A GROWING 
CITY

By the 2050s, Greater Bendigo will need another 
38,000 homes for our growing population.

Currently, more than 9 in 10 homes in Greater 
Bendigo are large houses, but with over 13,000 
people living alone* and almost another 13,000* 
living in two person households, the community 
needs a wider choice of homes. 

Through the Managed Growth Strategy, the City 
of Greater Bendigo is working towards a future 
Greater Bendigo that offers a mix of family 
homes, smaller homes, student accommodation, 
second dwellings (a small second house behind 
an existing house) and low-rise apartments. 

Creating variety in our housing means that 
more homes can be built in urban areas, putting 
people close to education, work, shops and 
public transport. Many smaller homes are also 
easier and more efficient to run. 

While the City does not build or manage 
developments such as social housing, it has 
an active role to play in helping the Australian 
and Victorian Governments build more homes 
and ensuring that new developments are well-
designed for their setting and will meet the 
needs of current and future residents.

Important builds for community needs 

So far, 168 new homes have been built 
in Greater Bendigo under the Victorian 
Government’s Big Housing Build, with another 
219 homes underway. For example, 82 new 
homes for people over 55 years old are now 
under construction in Kennington in partnership 
with VincentCare Community Housing. 

With a range of townhouses and one-bedroom 
and two-bedroom apartments, the development 
showcases different styles of housing set among 
leafy shared gardens. 

Homes Victoria at Virginia Hill has 129 new 
homes under construction, while Uniting 
Housing on Myers Street has 73 new units with 
49 two-bedroom units and 24 one-bedroom 
units.
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Thinking of building a second home on your land? 

The City is hosting an information session on 
building a small second home on your land. 

Due to changes introduced by the Victorian 
Government, small second homes up to 60 
square metres can now be built in many cases 
without a planning permit, but still requiring a 
building permit. 

Hear from City planners and industry experts on 
the simpler process for building a second small 
home on your block.

City staff will be available to talk you through the 
process, including meeting any requirements. 
Then hear from an industry representative, 
PLACEit, to better understand the costs and 
factors for building a small second dwelling.

A Q&A will follow the presentation. 

This session will be held on Thursday June 11 
from 5.30pm to 6.30pm at The Capital (Bendigo 
Bank Theatre). Please register to attend at 
www.gotix.com

*Australian Bureau of Statistics Census of 
Population and Housing 2016 and 2021.

IT HAS NEVER BEEN EASIER TO 
ENGAGE WITH PLANNING!

The City of Greater Bendigo’s Planning team 
puts customers first, making it easier for the 
community to access planning support and 
guidance.

There are a range of ways you can connect with 
us, including:

•	 Planning Information Requests or Pre-
application Meetings (fees apply)

•	 Free 15 minute in-person appointments 
(Monday to Thursday) – bookable via the 
City’s website

•	 Lodging a customer request via the City’s 
Customer Service team (Monday to Friday) or 
online (24/7)

For more information, visit: go.bendigo.vic.gov.
au/contactplanning

HELPING OLDER ADULTS STAY 
CONNECTED: TECHNOLOGY AND 
BEYOND

Some days you want a quiet place to catch your 
breath. Other days you’d love a good cuppa and 
a chat. And some days, you’re up for learning 
something new. Your local library is one of the 
few places where you can have all three. And 
the best part? It won’t cost you a cent!

Across our libraries in Bendigo, Eaglehawk, 
Heathcote and Kangaroo Flat, you’ll find 
welcoming spaces, friendly faces and plenty of 
ways to stay curious, connected and confident – 
whatever your pace or interests.

If a peaceful moment is calling your name, 
each library offers comfortable, quiet corners 
where you can settle in with a book, browse the 
shelves, enjoy a coffee nearby, or simply take a 
breather. We also have a great selection of large 
print books, audiobooks and other accessible 
formats to make reading as relaxing and 
enjoyable as possible.

Even those who live a little further afield can 
enjoy library services, with the Elmore Library 
Agency offering the same friendly, welcoming 
experience, a relaxed drop‑in space, curated 
collection and local staff and volunteers on hand 
to help. Axedale residents can access library 
items through our Reserve + Collect service, 
allowing you to place items on hold and pick 
them up locally once a fortnight.

If you’re in the mood for company, you’ll find no 
shortage of friendly activities to choose from. 
We host a lively mix of craft, colouring and art 
sessions, Scrabble and jigsaw puzzle groups, 
reminiscing workshops, book club catch-ups, 
films (both new and classic), author talks, 
genealogy help and even strength training 
classes for older adults. Yes, you read that right 
– your library also doubles as a gym these days!

These relaxed sessions make it easy to meet 
others, share stories, discover new interests and 
feel part of something warm and welcoming.

And when keeping up with technology feels a bit 
too much, we’re here for that too. Each of our 
libraries offers free one-on-one IT help, tailored 

http://www.gotix.com
http://go.bendigo.vic.gov.au/contactplanning
http://go.bendigo.vic.gov.au/contactplanning
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to your needs. Bring your device, your questions 
(big or small), and we’ll sit down with you to 
figure it out together – at your pace. Want to 
video call your family, access emails, read digital 
books and magazines or safely browse online? 
We’ve got you.

Prefer learning with others? Our small group 
digital literacy sessions break things down 
simply and practically. No jargon, no pressure – 
just supportive guidance from our friendly and 
patient staff.

If getting out and about is difficult, our Home 
Library Service can deliver books, audiobooks 
and more straight to your door (pending 
application approval), making it simple to stay 
connected even from home. 

Quiet moments or social ones, creativity or 
confidence‑building – your local libraries are here 
to support you in the way that suits you best.

Want to know more? Please get in touch, visit: 
www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au

CITY NEWS AT YOUR FINGERTIPS
Want to receive news from the City of Greater 
Bendigo, anywhere, anytime? 

Follow us on social media to get the latest 
City updates delivered straight to your device!

We’ve come a long way since our early posts, 
and throughout the years, some updates have 
really stopped the scroll, with thousands of 
residents engaging with our content.

More than a decade on:

•	 November 17, 2015 (12 likes, 3 comments) 
compared to November 17, 2025 (1,812 likes, 
176 comments, 51 shares, 14 saves)

•	 February 6, 2016 (1 like) compared to 
February 6, 2026 (1,245 likes, 112 comments, 
53 shares, 21 saves)

Prefer the news straight to your email inbox? 
We offer a weekly e-newsletter, GB News, 
packed with updates for our community. 
By subscribing, you’ll stay in the loop on 
local events, City news, project updates and 
opportunities to have your say on Let’s Talk.

HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT OUR 
WEBSITE LATELY?

It’s one of the easiest ways to stay connected 
with what’s happening across our region – from 
the latest media releases to real-time updates 
on our Emergency Dashboard.

You can also save time by lodging common 
service requests online.

In fact, we’ve rounded up the top five requests 
our community makes – all of which can be 
submitted in just a few clicks!

Next time you need something, jump onto our 
website, it’s fast, simple and always available: 
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au

Top five request types:

•	 Organic bin caddies or liners

•	 Missed recycling bin collection

•	 Organic waste bin maintenance

•	 Planning enquiries

•	 City building and property maintenance

BARC STAFF CELEBRATE 7 YEARS 
OF HAPPY TAILS!

The Bendigo Animal Relief Centre (BARC) has 
now been part of the Bendigo community for 
seven years. Our BARC staff do a great job, so 
we thought we’d give you some insight into what 
they think about their work! 

What’s the most unlikely animal you have seen 
walk through the doors at BARC?

Ben: “An African Cichlid fish – we purchased a 
fish tank, and he lived in our tearoom for the 
remainder of his days.”

Karley: “Turtle! Or pigeon, or Bearded Dragon… 
wait, I want to change my answer to the pig!”

What do you find most rewarding about your 
job?

Ned: “Seeing the hard work behind closed 
doors benefit animals but also the people of our 
community.”

http://www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au
http://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au
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Karley: “Being able to make a positive impact in 
the lives of animals and owners.”

What’s included in your job that you never 
thought would be part of the role?

Matt: “The extent we help our community. It’s 
so refreshing being able to focus on helping 
people.”

Aliza: “It involves so much problem solving and 
emotional support both for animals and their 
owners. You really do end up wearing many 
different hats.”

What do you love most about your job?

Eleanor: “Coming to the best outcome for an 
animal, whether that be assisting the family to 
keep the pet in the home, reuniting lost pets to 
their family, or helping rehome to the perfect 
new family.”

Molly: “It is something different every day, there 
is no chance I will ever get bored.”

What words of wisdom do you have for anyone 
who wants to help animals in our community?

Ned: “Learn people skills first! Without people 
skills you can’t help those people’s pets.”

Aliza: “Even small acts like reporting a stray, 
fostering, donating, spreading awareness or 
simply volunteering your time can change an 
animal’s life.”

For more information on BARC, visit: www.
bendigoanimalreliefcentre.com.au

FROM HAZARDS TO HELPING 
HANDS: A DAY IN THE LIFE IN 
RAPID RESPONSE

No two days are ever the same for Trevor and 
that is exactly why he loves being part of the 
City of Greater Bendigo’s Rapid Response team. 

When people ask what he does for a living, his 
reply is normally ‘a bit of everything!’ and that is 
no exaggeration. 

His days begin with a scan of his email requests 
from customers and a quick plan for the 

most efficient route, as he clocks up a lot of 
kilometres covering Greater Bendigo each week. 
Hazards like smashed glass, syringes, and oil 
spills take priority on the to do list. 

Trevor is one of seven in the Rapid Response 
team who tackle a wide range of tasks. Trevor 
tends to work solo most of the time, supported 
by an equally important Customer Service team 
who send through detailed requests. 

“It makes my job so much easier,” Trevor said.

“We really appreciate and rely on residents who 
call or email as they are the eyes and ears in the 
community when things need attention. Clear 
instructions and locations make an enormous 
difference.”

He estimates that he has retrieved around 2,000 
dead kangaroos from local roads during his 11 
years in the role. 

Dealing with dumped rubbish is another big part 
of his work. It pops up everywhere from quiet 
dirt tracks to busy roads. Dumping on nature 
strips is also illegal. 

“Around 60 to 70 per cent of dumped items 
are household goods and clothes that can be 
recycled for free at our recycling centres and 
that’s frustrating to see,” he said. 

“The City also has other great services, like its 
Mattress Muster program, a free mattress drop 
off.” 

Graffiti removal is another daily task and Trevor 
aims to get to it within 24 hours, even quicker if 
the vandalism is offensive. 

“It is important for Greater Bendigo to keep 
looking presentable. People notice the 
difference. You chase your tail, but you must 
keep removing the graffiti as quickly as 
possible,” Trevor said. 

His feedback on dealing with graffiti has helped 
drive improvements.

The City now replaces Perspex on bus shelters 
with sturdier perforated steel that helps to 
reduce vandalism and graffiti. 

His ute is his go-to for tools, brooms, cleaning 
gear, paints, graffiti chemicals, shovels, saws, 



11

safety equipment, and a few surprisingly creative 
gadgets that have become tricks of the trade. 

“Retrieving dropped items from drains is a 
surprisingly common part of the job. It is usually 
keys, phones, or AirPods,” Trevor said.

“My trusty Blu Tack on a long stick, my rubbish 
picker or a hook can normally retrieve them, 
and people are so very thankful as they feared 
the worst.”

Trevor also loves the privilege of heading up 
historic landmarks like Bendigo Town Hall and 
the Bendigo Visitor Centre to change or lower 
the flags to half-mast. 

“The view is incredible. I feel lucky every time.”

Despite the occasional challenging moment, 
most people are genuinely grateful when they 
see Trevor taking action and often stop to have 
a chat. 

“I feel privileged to have this job,” Trevor said. 

“Every day is different, and I’m proud my work 
and that of my colleagues in Rapid Response 
keeps the community safe.”

Trevor is part of a seven-strong Rapid Response 
team that covers a diverse range of duties 
from maintenance of signs and street furniture, 
maintaining line marking, fire plug inspection 
and maintenance, bollard and guidepost 
maintenance, installing event banners at key 
sites, completing annual bridge inspections, 
installing and removing Christmas decorations, 
emergency response requests and much more.

BENDIGO TO BLOOM THIS SPRING!

From late May the City of Greater Bendigo’s 
Parks & Open Space team will start planting 
thousands of tulip, daffodil and jonquil bulbs 
to ensure Bendigo enjoys a dazzling display of 
blooms this coming spring. 

Tulips have been an annual display in Greater 
Bendigo each spring since 2004 when after 
years of dry, drought conditions and water 
restrictions City gardeners decided to plant 
tulips because of their beauty and ability to 
handle dry and arid conditions.

Once in the ground the bulbs will grow roots 
and gather enough energy to create leaves that 
start to appear from the ground toward the end 
of August.

The first tulip flowers usually appear in the 
first and second weeks of September, with the 
display reaching its peak in the third week of 
September.

This year flower lovers can expect to see 
numerous colours and patterns in the City’s 
garden beds with tulips set to be the highlight of 
the largest beds in the Conservatory Gardens.

Garden beds along Pall Mall will also feature 
both tulip and other spring blooms in creative 
designs and colours.

Bendigo’s spring plantings coincide with the 
annual Bloom program featuring a great range 
of events and activities for both local residents 
and visitors to enjoy, including Bloom After Dark 
activations. For more information, visit: www.
bendigotourism.com

TOP BIN TIPS!

The City of Greater Bendigo collects waste, 
recycling and organics from over 54,000 
residential properties each week. 

There are a number of simple things residents 
can do to help make your waste, recycling 
and organics collections easier and better for 
everyone.

To ensure your collections go off without a hitch, 
we’ve listed some great tips to remember:
•	 Do not compact or squash the contents of 

your bin
•	 Do not place bins near cars, powerlines or 

trees
•	 Do not overfill your bin, make sure the lid 

fully closes
•	 Keep recycling loose, never use plastic bags
•	 Put your bins out the night before collection
•	 Always flatten cardboard before putting it in 

your recycling bin
•	 Leave at least one metre between each bin 

on the kerb

http://www.bendigotourism.com
http://www.bendigotourism.com
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•	 Contact the City if your bin is damaged for 
repair or replacement

Did you know? In the last financial year, the City 
collected 19,899 tonnes of organics and 9,343 
tonnes of recycling from residential properties.

For more information, visit: www.bendigo.vic.
gov.au/waste

IMPROVING BENDIGO LIBRARY’S 
PUBLIC TOILET AND PARENT 
FACILITIES

The City of Greater Bendigo has started a major 
project to improve the Bendigo Library’s public 
toilet facilities and make them safer and easier 
to access for the many hundreds of people who 
visit the library each day.

Bendigo Library is one of Greater Bendigo’s 
most visited public buildings and when 
completed this project will provide greatly 
improved toilet and family facilities that comply 
with the current National Construction Codes. 

The works include:

•	 Demolition of the existing female/baby 
change room opposite the reception desk 
and refurbishment of this area to provide all 
parents and carers access to a space that is 
more family-friendly

•	 Demolition of the existing public toilet area 
and construction of self-contained toilet 
cubicles to improve safety and efficiency

•	 Reconfiguring the existing adjacent Activity 
Room into office spaces to provide passive 
surveillance for improved safety and staff 
accessibility

•	 Construction of a dedicated cleaner’s room 
for improved cleaning functionality

While works are underway, public toilet facilities 
are available across the road on the ground 
floor of the Hargreaves Street multi-storey car 
park. Limited facilities are also available on the 
first floor of the library.

The project is being funded with a $412,586 
grant from the Living Libraries Infrastructure 

Program (LLIP) with the remainder funded by 
the City over the 2025/2026 and 2026/2027 
financial years.

The works are expected to be completed before 
the end of 2026.

Did you know? In the last financial year, there 
were more than 538,200 visits to a library in 
Greater Bendigo, and over 772,330 items were 
borrowed.

NEW PUBLIC TOILETS AT FINN 
STREET RESERVE

The City of Greater Bendigo continues to invest 
in new public toilet facilities as part of its 
ongoing commitment to implement the Public 
Toilet Strategy. 

The City recently completed a project to replace 
the old Finn Street Reserve public toilets with a 
new public toilet facility.

The project included construction of a new 
unisex public toilet facility with one all ability 
access cubicle and two ambulant cubicles, along 
with the construction of a new access path from 
the car park to the main pavilion.

This $202,500 project was fully funded by the 
City and is a key project of the City’s Public 
Toilet Strategy.

The new public toilets are open daily during 
daylight hours from approximately 6am to 8pm.

Finn Street Recreation Reserve is a community 
reserve located in White Hills. It is home to 
Bendigo Dog Obedience Club and West Bendigo 
Cricket Club. It is also a designated off leash dog 
exercise area where you can exercise your dog 
off lead, except when there are booked events 
taking place.

LET’S GO WALKIES!

Dog parks are places where you can take your 
dog to play and exercise off leash in a fenced 
environment under your control.

http://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/waste
http://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/waste
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With pet ownership growing and house-lots 
getting smaller, off leash dog parks have 
many benefits for both dogs and their owners. 
Dog parks provide the opportunity for dogs to 
exercise, socialise with other dogs, enjoy the 
fresh air, practice training techniques, play 
games and generally race around and burn off 
energy.

Greater Bendigo boasts four great dog parks:

•	 Harcourt Dog Park, Crook Street, Strathdale

•	 Truscott Reserve Dog Park, Turner Street, 
California Gully

•	 Allingham Street Dog Park, corner of 
Allingham and Chapel Streets, Kangaroo Flat 

•	 Heathcote Dog Park, Herriot Street, 
Heathcote

All of the City of Greater Bendigo’s dog parks 
are fully fenced with a separately fenced small 
dog retreat area. There are also water points for 
dogs, dog poo bag dispensers, and bins.

The City’s dog parks provide a secure place for 
people to exercise and socialise their dogs and 
meet other dog owners, and we hope you enjoy 
visiting a local dog park. When visiting, always 
clean up after your dog and retain effective 
control of your animals for the safety of other 
park users.

The City also has a number of designated off 
leash dog areas where you can walk your dog 
off leash. Off leash areas are not fenced but do 
provide an opportunity to let your dog off their 
leads as long as they are under your control. To 
find an off leash area near you, visit: go.bendigo.
vic.gov.au/dogspublicplaces

When dogs play off leash, you need to know the 
difference between polite interactions and signs 
of trouble. Use the signals below to decide if 
your dog is safe or if it’s time to stop playing.  

If you’re not sure whether your dog is having 
fun or you’re worried about the behaviour of 
another dog, take your dog out of the park to 
give it some space.

Signs your dog is having a good time include:

•	 Play bows (front legs outstretched, hind 
quarters up) 

•	 Relaxed wriggly bodies during play and 
sideways movement 

•	 Soft, relaxed open mouths

Signs that your dog is NOT enjoying the dog 
park include:

•	 Jumping on you or hiding behind you 

•	 Staying near the fence line or cowering 

•	 Moving away when another dog comes near

These behaviours could mean your dog is trying 
to tell you they don’t want to be here. You cannot 
make your dog like other dogs by forcing them 
to be around them, especially in a busy and 
unpredictable dog park.

These behaviours can be a warning sign of 
trouble:

•	 Fixated on another dog or rushing at it in a 
straight line 

•	 Standing over another dog with a stiff body 
position 

•	 Exhibiting body language such as straight 
legs, arched neck, forward ears, tail held high 
(maybe wagging) and hackles up

LET’S TALK GREATER BENDIGO! 

The City of Greater Bendigo regularly seeks 
feedback on a range of projects, plans, 
strategies and policies from members of the 
community. Your opinions, comments and 
ideas are important to help shape the future of 
Greater Bendigo.

You can sign up to become a member of our 
online Let’s Talk platform and subscribe to 
follow projects you’re interested in. Every time 
there’s a project update, you’ll receive an email.

Join in the conversation by visiting Let’s Talk at: 
www.letstalkgreaterbendigo.com.au

http://go.bendigo.vic.gov.au/dogspublicplaces
http://go.bendigo.vic.gov.au/dogspublicplaces
http://www.letstalkgreaterbendigo.com.au
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SUPPORT OUR OWN AND CHOOSE 
LOCALLY GROWN!

Healthy Loddon Campaspe, in partnership with 
growers and retailers across our region, is 
leading an exciting campaign called Support Our 
Own. Choose Locally Grown.

This campaign promotes locally grown fruit, 
vegetables, grains, dairy, and lean meats and 
alternatives. 

The campaign also aims to enhance awareness 
and consumption of produce grown in the 
Loddon Campaspe region that is available to 
purchase from local food retailers.

There are lots of places where you can purchase 
locally grown produce right across our region. 
Whether it’s from your local greengrocer, 
farmers market or straight from the farm gate! 

So why support locally grown?

•	 Your produce will be fresh and tasty

•	 Locally grown produce is no more expensive 
than produce grown outside of our region

•	 Enjoy eating with the seasons

•	 There’s lots to choose from

•	 Local growers, stores, and our local economy 
benefit

•	 You are helping to reduce food miles

•	 Eating fruit and veg is great for our health!

If you want to know more about the 
growers, what’s grown in our region, 
where to find it and how to use it, visit: 
www.healthyloddoncampaspe.au/
chooselocallygrown

Healthy Loddon Campaspe is a Victorian 
Government-funded initiative aimed at 
improving health outcomes in the Loddon 
Campaspe region – the heart of Victoria. There 
are six local Councils involved in the initiative 
including the City of Greater Bendigo and the 
Shires of Campaspe, Central Goldfields, Loddon, 
Macedon Ranges and Mount Alexander.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE ENVIRONMENT 
MATTERS E-NEWSLETTER

If you’re interested in our local environment and 
want to stay up-to-date on projects, upcoming 
events, workshops, information sessions and all 
things environmental from our region, then you 
need to subscribe to the City of Greater Bendigo 
Environment Matters e-newsletter.

The City is committed to acting on climate 
change and protecting and enhancing Greater 
Bendigo’s natural environment, including its 
biodiversity, threatened species and waterways.

It’s easy to sign up to Environment Matters, 
which is delivered direct to your email inbox.

Sign up now and stay in the loop at www.
bendigo.vic.gov.au/community-services/
environment

EXERCISE UNDER LIGHTS AT 
EWING PARK

Residents can keep up their fitness this winter 
under lights at Ewing Park oval until the start of 
daylight saving in early October. 

Ewing Park oval’s dual synthetic walking and 
jogging track located around the oval is now 
lit from 5.30pm to 8pm seven days per week to 
provide opportunities for residents to be more 
active at night under lights.

Not everyone can exercise during the daytime 
and the annual lighting up of Ewing Park during 
the colder months provides an option for people 
to exercise at a time that suits their lifestyle.

The City of Greater Bendigo understands that a 
barrier to being physically active for many local 
residents is being time poor, so this is a way to 
support residents to be more active at a time 
that is convenient to them.

The Ewing Park Recreation Precinct is bordered 
by Brougham Street, Williamson Street, 
Harcourt Street and Havlin Street West, with 
strong connections to the popular Bendigo Back 
Creek walking and cycling trail and city centre.

The precinct features a range of great facilities 

http://www.healthyloddoncampaspe.au/chooselocallygrown
http://www.healthyloddoncampaspe.au/chooselocallygrown
http://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/community-services/environment
http://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/community-services/environment
http://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/community-services/environment
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including a district level skate park, rebound 
wall, cycling trail hub shelter, learn to ride, 
park and play space, outdoor fitness equipment, 
walking paths, toilet and barbecue facilities, 
shade shelter, seating and drinking fountains 
and car parking areas.

The lights are on now each evening from 5.30pm 
to 8pm so enjoy staying active over the colder 
months!

NEW BASKETBALL PAD IS A SLAM 
DUNK!

Heathcote’s budding basketballers now have 
an opportunity to hone their skills on a new 
basketball practice pad recently constructed at 
the Heathcote Skate Park.

The new practice pad has been constructed from 
concrete and features a hoop and backboard.

Along with the construction of the new practice 
pad, the City of Greater Bendigo has also made 
a range of other improvements to enhance the 
area.

Soil excavated to construct the practice pad was 
used to reform existing BMX jumps, create new 
jumps and extend the BMX track.

Rocks were removed from the site and some 
minor landscaping works were undertaken.

Drainage works were also undertaken to reduce 
the risk of future flooding at the site.

The work has addressed some long-standing 
maintenance issues and provided a safer, more 
engaging space for basketballers, BMX riders 
and visitors to the site. 

MELBOURNE COBRAS NAMES 
BENDIGO AS ITS NEW REGIONAL 
HOME

Greater Bendigo is thrilled to be chosen as 
the regional home for the Melbourne Cobras, 
marking an exciting new chapter for elite hockey 
in central Victoria, committing to play a Hockey 

One round in the city for the 2026 and 2027 
seasons. 

Welcoming the Cobras to the region not only 
brings world class hockey to local fans but also 
delivers cultural and economic benefits for the 
region.

As Australia’s first Indian-focused professional 
hockey franchise, the Melbourne Cobras 
combine Indian and Australian athletes in both 
men’s and women’s squads competing in the 
premier national Hockey One League for the first 
time. 

New opportunities

The team’s long-term vision includes 
establishing Bendigo as a major regional 
development hub, nurturing emerging South 
Asian and regional talent across central Victoria.

City of Greater Bendigo Mayor Cr Thomas Prince 
said naming Bendigo as the Cobras’ regional 
home will bring fantastic opportunities.

“Greater Bendigo has a long standing reputation 
as a welcoming and inclusive community, 
reflected in the growth of South Asian 
communities in this region. This partnership 
strengthens the cultural and sporting 
connections that enrich our city,” Mayor Cr 
Prince said. 

Hockey Victoria CEO Andrew Skillern said 
Bendigo was a natural choice.

“We are building a pathway for talent and 
bringing the best of Australian hockey to one of 
the most passionate sporting communities in 
the state.”

Later this season, the Hockey Victoria’s academy 
program will be hosting an exciting weekend of 
competition featuring HC Melbourne, Opposition 
Hockey One Academy and additional Victorian or 
Interstate Academies.

From 2027, Cobras will work with the City to 
begin the foundations for an Annual Emerging 
Academy Challenge. An annual school visitation 
program  reaching more than 500 students 
is also in the pipeline to inspire the next 
generation of hockey players.

Putting Greater Bendigo on the map
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By hosting the Melbourne Cobras, Bendigo 
will gain significant domestic and international 
visibility:

•	 Matches played in Bendigo will be broadcast 
nationally on 7Plus

•	 International streaming via the Hockey 
One OTT platform will showcase the 
region globally, particularly to South Asian 
audiences

•	 The City will benefit from extensive digital 
exposure and match day branding across 
Cobras’ platforms

The Melbourne Cobras is offering a $10 founding 
legacy membership for Greater Bendigo 
residents. As part of this purchase, you will 
receive first announcements when ticketing is 
released for the Round 5 Bendigo Home Game 
on Sunday November 8.

For more information, visit: www.
melbournecobras.com

ELMORE: SMALL TOWN, BIG 
HEART

Discover Elmore, an authentic rural town where 
heritage, natural beauty and warm country 
hospitality come together. 

Set along the Campaspe River, Elmore offers a 
slower pace, giving you space to relax, explore 
and uncover many hidden gems. Stroll through 
the town and expect a cheerful hello from locals 
as Elmore is ready to welcome you.

Campaspe River and walks

Enjoy the Campaspe River walking track 
alongside the stunning natural landscapes of 
the river, including the Avenue of Pepper Trees 
and a natural play area.

Rural Discovery Centre – Campaspe Run, 
Railway Place

Step back in time and discover unique 
rural heritage for free at the fascinating 
Rural Discovery Centre featuring Sunshine 
agricultural equipment created by local inventor 
H.V. McKay, including an original harvester. 

Check operating hours on Facebook or call 03 
5432 6142. 

Play time

Families can explore several inviting playspaces, 
the skate park, and the Elmore Miniature 
Railway, which offers a 1km ride that adds to the 
town’s family-friendly appeal. Check operating 
hours: www.facebook.com/elmoreminirail

Heritage from the 1850s

Elmore’s proud history is reflected in beautiful 
landmarks, such as the Athenaeum Hall, Elmore 
Memorial Hall, water towers and its historic 
churches. 

Elmore Museum

Located at the railway station, this small 
volunteer-run museum shares stories 
and artefacts dating back to 1864. Check 
their webpage for operating hours: www.
elmorevictoria.com.au/see/28-epa-museum

Elmore Field Days

This huge agricultural event is on October 6-8 at 
the Elmore Events Centre. It attracts thousands 
of visitors and over 700 exhibitors.

Getting there

Trains run three times a day between Bendigo 
and Elmore, and it’s an easy, relaxed drive from 
other parts of Greater Bendigo. 

LOVE YOUR LOCAL IN ELMORE

After exploring Elmore’s beautiful natural 
setting near the river, take a wander and browse 
the town’s unique offerings. 

Explore Cardwell Street

A hidden gem just off the main road, Cardwell 
Street has specialist shops, vintage finds, 
boutique gifts, coffee and treats, handcrafted 
textiles and warm country hospitality. The best 
time to explore the boutiques is 10am to 4pm, 
Thursday to Sunday.

http://www.melbournecobras.com/en/memberships
http://www.melbournecobras.com/en/memberships
http://www.facebook.com/elmoreminirail
http://www.elmorevictoria.com.au/see/28-epa-museum
http://www.elmorevictoria.com.au/see/28-epa-museum
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Elmore Vintage Emporium

A treasure-filled retro and antique marketplace 
with 15 stalls in the old Parsons store, including 
records, vintage throwbacks, ‘cool junk’ and 
homeware treasures. Open 10am to 4pm, 
Thursday to Sunday.

House & Moore

A boutique offering eclectic accessories, clothing 
and giftware from around the world, appealing to 
all ages. Open 10am to 4pm, Thursday to Sunday.

Richie’s Art Gallery

A unique gallery and working studio showcasing 
landscapes and portraits from local artist Richie 
Aschenbrenner. Open most days.

Quilting Patch

A specialist store drawing craft lovers with 
patchwork, quilting and embroidery supplies. 
Open 10am to 4pm Thursday to Sunday.

Molly & Max

A hip vintage coffee van known for its house 
made treats and coffee. A popular spot to relax 
and soak up the community spirit. Open 8am to 
3pm, Wednesday to Sunday.

Explore Railway Place

This main thoroughfare features essential 
services, including a pharmacy, newsagency, 
supermarket, agricultural supplier, petrol station, 
and hotel providers, plus several eateries.

Highlights include:

•	 Elmore Bakery: Open daily, famous for its 
award-winning meat pies and vanilla slices

•	 Shamrock Hotel: A family-friendly country pub

•	 Elmore Meats: Known for its wide selection of 
meats and award-winning sausages

•	 Elmore Pizza: Dine-in or takeaway available

•	 Victoria Hotel: Bar, bistro and motel 
accommodation and country pub

A five-minute drive away is Avonmore Estate 
Wine, a biodynamic, family-run winery producing 
additive-free wines.

Crystal – Molly & Max

“Turn off the main road and you get something 
you wouldn’t expect. Elmore gives you that 
authentic slowed down country-feel.”

Monique – Elmore Vintage Emporium

“Businesses in Elmore offer truly personal 
service and unique finds for a great experience. 
Word of mouth is priceless. Small town, big 
heart sums us up.”

Colin – Rural Discovery Centre - Campaspe Run 
volunteer

“People are always surprised by what’s inside 
our museum. It’s easy to get to whether by car 
or train.”

Marcus – House & Moore

“Elmore has a lot to offer for a day out. Don’t 
judge a small town by the main street, our 
welcome is genuine.”

Maureen – Quilting Patch

“We have many hidden treasures. The river is 
a great asset, and Elmore’s strong community 
spirit warmly welcomes visitors.”

Richie – Richie’s Art Gallery 

“Every small town needs support so it can 
grow and have a bright future. Come for a visit, 
or stop, rest and have a look around Elmore, 
especially if you’re heading to Echuca or 
Rochester.”

Danny – Victoria Hotel

“Elmore is a friendly community where you can 
stroll between a wide range of sporting clubs, 
walk the scenic Campaspe River track, admire 
our historic buildings, or explore our local 
museums. And while you’re out and about, enjoy 
a bite to eat or a drink at one of our cafés or 
hotels.”
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VIBES ON VIEW STREET

With construction underway on the $45M Stage 
One redevelopment of Bendigo Art Gallery, View 
Street is buzzing with exciting new events and 
activations to draw shoppers and visitors.

View Street Amplified is bringing a street party 
atmosphere to the cultural precinct, with live 
music on the steps of The Capital on select 
Saturdays each month until November. 

The open-air performances will be a vibrant 
attraction for residents and visitors as they 
explore View Street’s boutiques, cafés, 
restaurants and galleries and enjoy everything 
the precinct has to offer. 

The live event series features a mix of indie, folk, 
roots, blues and contemporary artists, adding 
new energy to the streetscape. 

Several View Street traders are joining in with 
market-style offerings, extending onto the 
footpath during the Saturday sessions, an ideal 
chance to love your local and support small 
businesses. 

City of Greater Bendigo Director Strategy & 
Growth Rachel Lee said View Street Amplified 
was an exciting activation bringing fresh energy 
and vibrancy to the precinct during the Gallery’s 
redevelopment. 

“View Street Amplified offers the perfect 
soundtrack for those wandering through 
boutiques and galleries, grabbing a coffee or 
settling in for lunch along the strip. We are 
inviting people to visit, explore, stay longer, and 
support local cafés and shops,” Rachel said. 

“Bendigo Art Gallery is also 
planning a series of large-scale artist-led events 
and public artworks planned for the View Street 
precinct this year and extending into 2027. 

“Hoarding at the front of the Gallery features a 
curated selection of historic and contemporary 
portraits from its collection spanning 150 years.” 

For more on the View Street Amplified program, 
visit: www.bendigoregion.com.au/arts-culture-
theatres/view-street-amplified

EAT.DRINK.ART. CELEBRATES 40 
LOCAL ARTISTS ON VIEW STREET

Original artworks from 40 talented artists are 
on display at cafés, bars, businesses, and retail 
stores along View Street until August 3 as part 
of the popular Eat.Drink.Art. program.

Bendigo Venues & Events Creative City Officer 
Mandy Field said the program was now in its 
third year.

“The City of Greater Bendigo is delighted that 
this is the biggest Eat.Drink.Art. program so far, 
with more artists and more businesses involved 
to create a vibrant mix,” Mandy said.

“The program is such a great way to offer local 
artists exposure and connect them with venues.

“It involves 40 local artists exhibiting their 
original works at 30 venues along View Street. 

“The works are incredible and so diverse in 
style. They really make a statement in venues, 
so be sure to look out for them when you are 
having a coffee, dining out, or visiting View 
Street businesses. 

“People can contact artists directly for artwork 
sales or commission information.

“As part of the program, all abilities artists 
from DONUT Studios have created a large scale 
artwork on the Engine Room’s windows at 58 
View Street.

“The City would like to thank all participating 
businesses for their enthusiasm and support 
in hosting the program and showcasing artists 
in this way, and the artists for sharing their 
beautiful work with a wider audience.”

For more information on the program and a full 
list of participating artists and businesses, visit: 
www.bendigoregion.com.au/explore-bendigo/
eatdrinkart

DONUT Studios

“DONUT Studios is a community-focused art 
studio supporting artists with disability and 
neurodivergent artists in Bendigo. Our artists 
were thrilled to be invited to create works for 
the Engine Room display. Opportunities like 

http://www.bendigoregion.com.au/arts-culture-theatres/view-street-amplified
http://www.bendigoregion.com.au/arts-culture-theatres/view-street-amplified
http://www.bendigoregion.com.au/explore-bendigo/eatdrinkart
http://www.bendigoregion.com.au/explore-bendigo/eatdrinkart
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this are not only great for our artists to build 
confidence and self-esteem, but enables them 
to connect the wider community to their art. 
Everyone involved in this project is so proud 
to see their work displayed for everyone to 
appreciate,” Team Leader & Creative Facilitator 
Stacey Ballard, said.

The Rifle

“As a Bendigo artist, I see Eat.Drink.Art. as 
transforming View Street into a living, breathing 
gallery. By bringing artwork into cafés, bars, 
and restaurants, it breaks down the formality 
of traditional spaces and invites people to 
experience art in the flow of daily life,” Artist 
Chris Duffy said.

“Eat.Drink.Art. is important because we love 
View Street traders! Lou’s is involved in Eat.
Drink.Art. because coffee is an art,” Hotel 
Manager, Rifle Brigade Hotel, and owner of Lou’s 
Leanne Scholtz said.

Ghosty’s Diner

“Ghosty’s Diner is stoked to host such an 
amazing body of work by Lyn Raymer. As a 
student of art and design, I am blown away by 
Lyn’s illustration techniques,” Co-Director of 
Ghosty’s Diner Nick Styles said.

Pink Honey

“I’m excited to be a part of Eat.Drink.Art. because 
it shows the incredible, talented women we have 
in Bendigo, like Sharon Hocking,” Pink Honey 
owner Georgie Pell said.

“‘The program is a great way to showcase my 
art while supporting and collaborating with local 
small businesses,” Artist Sharon Hocking said.

The Anxious Goat

“I am drawn to Eat.Drink.Art. because my art 
centres on connection and storytelling. I’m 
excited by work that lives beyond gallery walls, 
shared through experience, conversation, and 
community. Having my art at The Anxious Goat 
is a meaningful opportunity to share work on 
Dja Dja Wurrung Country,” First Nations Artist 
Donna Conley said.

MAJOR EVENTS PUT GREATER 
BENDIGO CENTRE STAGE

Major events help bring more people to Greater 
Bendigo, encouraging them to stay longer, 
spend locally and experience everything our 
region has to offer. Check out the fantastic 
line-up of upcoming events and be sure to save 
favourites in your calendar.

June

Play Bendigo Region

•	 Until Sunday July 19

•	 Various locations

CURIOSITY: Building Breakthroughs in LEGO® 
Bricks

•	 Until Sunday November 29

•	 Discovery Science & Technology Centre

Midstate Mopars

•	 Sunday June 7

•	 Bendigo Town Hall precinct

Heathcote on Show

•	 Saturday June 6 to Monday June 8

•	 Various locations in Heathcote

Hockey Victoria Senior Country Championships  

•	 Saturday June 6 to Monday June 8

•	 Bendigo Regional Hockey Centre

Volleyball Victoria Country Championships 

•	 Saturday June 6 to Monday June 8

•	 Red Energy Arena 

Spot (stage show)

•	 Friday June 19

•	 Ulumbarra Theatre

Electric Wonderland

•	 Friday June 26 to Sunday July 12

•	 Rosalind Park

Inventi Ensemble presents Cinderella

•	 Saturday June 27

•	 The Capital
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July

Australian Under 16s Basketball National 
Championships

•	 Saturday July 4 to Sunday July 12

•	 Red Energy Arena

Baseball Victoria U13 State Winter 
Championships

•	 Saturday July 11 and Sunday July 12

•	 Albert Roy Reserve

Australian Sheep & Wool Show

•	 Friday July 17 to Sunday July 19

•	 Bendigo Showgrounds

Victorian Masters Open Squash Tournament

•	 Friday July 24 to Sunday July 26

•	 Bendigo Squash Centre

August

Bendigo BLOOM experiences and vibrant tulip 
displays

•	 Until late October

•	 Various locations in Greater Bendigo and 
Loddon

Hockey Australia National Country 
Championships 

•	 Saturday August 8 to Saturday 
August 15

•	 Bendigo Regional Hockey Centre

Bendigo International Squash PSA 

•	 Thursday August 13 to Sunday 
August 16

•	 Bendigo Squash Centre

Paddle Victoria Bendigo Cup weekend

•	 Saturday August 15 and Sunday August 16

•	 Lake Weeroona

September

Calisthenics Victoria CaliChamps – Inters and 
Seniors

•	 Saturday September 5 and Sunday 
September 6

•	 Ulumbarra Theatre

Tennis Victoria Junior State Finals

•	 Saturday September 19 to Tuesday 
September 22

•	 Bendigo Regional Tennis Centre

Harvest Moon Festival

•	 Friday September 25 (Grand Final Day Eve 
public holiday)

•	 Dai Gum San Precinct

October

Bendigo Yoga Festival

•	 Saturday October 10 and Sunday October 11

•	 All Seasons Resort Hotel

Heathcote Wine and Food Festival

•	 Saturday October 10 and Sunday October 11

•	 Various locations in Heathcote

Bendigo Badminton International

•	 Wednesday October 14 to Sunday October 18

•	 Bendigo Eaglehawk Badminton Centre

Bendigo Dancesport Classic

•	 Saturday October 17

•	 Red Energy Arena 

Heritage & Hidden Spaces Wine Walk

•	 Saturday October 17

•	 Various locations in Bendigo

Bendigo Cup

•	 Wednesday October 28

•	 Bendigo Racecourse
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A TICKET TO WORLD-CLASS ARTS 
IN THE HEART OF BENDIGO

If you’ve never been to the theatre or seen a 
live stage show, a new Pay-What-You-Can offer 
from the City of Greater Bendigo could be just 
the ticket for you to enjoy great performances at 
The Capital and Ulumbarra Theatre.

The new ticketing model is now available for 
selected performances at The Capital and 
Ulumbarra Theatre, giving audiences the 
flexibility to see great shows and contribute at a 
level that suits them. 

Pay-What-You-Can tickets are available for a 
rich, dynamic blend of international stars and 
leading Australian companies so audiences can 
enjoy a variety of live performances. 

The standout line-up includes Opera Australia’s 
Don Giovanni on Saturday August 1, Bell 
Shakespeare’s Macbeth on Saturday October 
31, and a concert by Sir Stephen Hough on 
Thursday October 29. 

Manager Bendigo Venues & Events Julie Amos 
said the ticketing approach reflected the City’s 
commitment to inclusivity and provides access 
to the City’s incredible theatres for people who 
are curious to try something new 
or have been unable to participate due to cost. 

“These performances are an open invitation to 
experience remarkable performances without 
needing to travel to a capital city. With 
Pay-What-You-Can, that invitation is truly for 
everyone,” Julie said. 

“Since Pay-What-You-Can was launched at the 
start of the year, our box office continues to 
receive very positive responses from customers, 
and many are choosing to be a Champion by 
helping others access these experiences too. 

“Theatre is a place to entertain, challenge, and 
inspire. Making these experiences accessible for 
everyone is exciting.”

To explore the program and the Pay-What-You-
Can offer, visit www.gotix.com.au or call 5434 
6100.

How does Pay-What-You-Can work?

The new system allows audiences to choose 
from a range of suggested tiers: 

•	 Champion – contribute a little extra to help 
someone else take their seat 

•	 Fair Share – cover the true cost of your ticket

•	 Community – equivalent to concession 
pricing 

•	 Accessible – a reduced price for anyone who 
needs it or is trying something new 

•	 Supported – made possible by the generosity 
of Champions

Pay-What-You-Can tickets are available for: 

Don Giovanni – Opera Australia’s National 
Tour returns to Bendigo with a fabulous, 
1950s-inspired staging of Mozart’s dark comedic 
masterpiece at Ulumbarra Theatre on August 1.

Nyilamum Song Cycles – A concert program that 
intertwines ancient stories and a celebration of 
language with contemporary reflections on land, 
identity, and resilience, featuring music from 
Yorta Yorta Dja Dja Wurrung Dr Lou Bennett AM 
and Paul Stanhope. It’s at The Capital on August 
9.

Bourgeois Baroque – Melbourne’s acclaimed 
period instrument chamber orchestra, Genesis 
Baroque, returns to Bendigo with a dazzling 
program featuring some of the most celebrated 
masterworks from the French and German 
Baroque. It’s at The Capital on September 20.

Sir Stephen Hough – Sir Stephen Hough 
combines a distinguished career of a concert 
pianist with those of a composer and writer. It’s 
at The Capital on October 29.

Bell Shakespeare’s Macbeth – Shakespeare’s 
most haunting thriller follows the story of 
Macbeth, a Scottish general, famed for his 
exploits on the battlefield. It’s at Ulumbarra 
Theatre on October 31.

http://www.gotix.com.au
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SAY G’DAY TO BARBARA RAE

Have you visited the striking sculpture now 
welcoming people at the front of Queen 
Elizabeth Oval on View Street?

Greater Bendigo is recognised as the birthplace 
of women’s cricket in Australia, with the 
landmark 1874 Easter Fair match between the 
Blues and Reds. Nineteen-year-old Barbara Rae 
captained the Blues and was the top-scorer on 
the day. She also played a key role in organising 
this historic match. 

Created by central Victorian artist Lis Johnson, 
the sculpture captures Barbara’s energy 
and celebrates her pioneering role. It is the 
first sculpture in Victoria to honour a female 
cricketer and only the second in Australia.

The City of Greater Bendigo was supported 
to deliver the project through the Victorian 
Women’s Public Art program (VWPAP). The 
VWPAP is delivered in partnership with 
McClelland Sculpture Park and Gallery and 
funded through the Victorian Government’s 
Community Support Fund. 

The sculpture was unveiled at a civic ceremony 
in February and 20 descendants from Barbara 
Rae’s family attended.

“Artist Lis Johnson has created a beautiful 
sculpture that captures Barbara’s spirit and 
courage as a trailblazer for women and girls 
in sport. It is a wonderful acknowledgement 
of Barbara and the other women who bravely 
took part in the match,” Barbara Rae’s great-
granddaughter Diane Robertson said.

“I chose an exuberant pose that depicts Barbara 
celebrating the success of the event and the 
Blue team’s win in full public view, which would 
not have been condoned in 1874. I hope this 
sculpture will inspire curiosity and conversation 
for years to come,” Artist Lis Johnson said. 

Here’s a photo gallery on the making of Barbara, 
and you can also check out a video gallery on 
the City’s YouTube page: www.youtube.com/@
CityOfGreaterBendigo

SAVE THE DATE FOR THESE 
UPCOMING EVENTS!

National Reconciliation Week – May 27 to June 
3

Celebrate 2026 National Reconciliation Week 
and this year’s theme of All In to emphasise that 
reconciliation requires active participation from 
everyone, not just Indigenous Australians, and 
involves commitment to truth-telling, justice, 
and shared history.

Key events presented by the City of Greater 
Bendigo include:

•	 Central Victorian Indigenous Film Festival

•	 Koorie Youth Flick Fest 

•	 Plus a range of other great activities 
presented by other organisations across our 
region

NAIDOC Week – July 6 to 13

NAIDOC Week is a celebration of the history, 
culture and achievements of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples and a great 
opportunity for all Australians to come together 
and celebrate the oldest continuing culture 
on the planet. This year’s national theme is 50 
Years of Deadly. This theme marks a milestone 
and is a tribute to the people who built the 
NAIDOC movement.

Key events presented by the City include:

•	 Flag Raising Ceremony at Larnangurrak, 43 
Hattam Street, Golden Square 

•	 Knuldoorong Art Exhibition at Dudley House

•	 Exhibition at Djaa Djuwima, Bendigo Visitor 
Centre

Keep an eye out for the full program of 
fabulous events produced by the Bendigo 
NAIDOC Committee that will be available on the 
City’s website and the Bendigo NAIDOC Week 
Facebook page closer to NAIDOC Week.

http://www.youtube.com/@CityOfGreaterBendigo
http://www.youtube.com/@CityOfGreaterBendigo
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BRICK BY BRICK: AN AWE-
INSPIRING EXHIBITION TO SPARK 
YOUR CURIOSITY

This groundbreaking exhibition, CURIOSITY: 
Building Breakthroughs in LEGO® Bricks, is 
a unique collaboration between Bendigo Art 
Gallery and Discovery Science & Technology 
Centre that brings together mind-boggling 
LEGO® masterpieces.

Designed and built by Ryan ‘Brickman’ 
McNaught and his team, this exhibition 
brings together spectacular LEGO® models, 
hands-on challenges, and immersive learning 
experiences that encourage visitors of all ages 
to experiment, problem-solve, and imagine. 

Ryan said building CURIOSITY had a real pride 
of creation about it which was unique and 
special. 

“I’ve taken it to the next level, supersized it and 
upscaled it a lot and I hope that people can get 
to enjoy what we’ve made,” Ryan said. 

“The thing about this exhibition is that it is 
primarily designed by what we call ‘education 
by stealth’. LEGO® bricks are the hook of 
fun, excitement, and activity, but secretly it is 
teaching things along the way. 

“If you want to have some fun, learn and enjoy 
LEGO®, come to the Discovery Science & 
Technology Centre.” 

Ryan was delighted to open CURIOSITY in 
Bendigo. 

“It is fantastic to be home in Bendigo as I still 
have family and friends here. Bendigo is quite 
a LEGO® hub with a strong fan community of 
incredible LEGO® builders, and so maybe when 
I was growing up, that is what rubbed off on me 
and took me to where I am today,” Ryan said.

Highlights

•	 The iconic, 7.5-metre-tall replica of the NASA 
Space Launch System (SLS) Rocket made 
from over 460,000 LEGO® bricks and fitted 
with lights and speakers. The NASA SLS 
Rocket took Brickman and his team 563 
hours to design and build

•	 A life-size model of the Mars Rover 
Perseverance and Mars Helicopter Ingenuity 
all meticulously crafted out of LEGO® bricks

•	 Seven models of Bob the minifigure built at 
different scales, from the towering x64 scale 
that is 256cm tall, to the 2cm half-scale 

•	 Models of bridges and spacecrafts from 
around the world, and an enormous periodic 
table of elements

•	 Inspiring displays highlighting the 
contributions of iconic female scientists 
reimagined in LEGO® bricks 

•	 Plenty of interactive displays that combine 
knowledge and creativity for kids and adults 
alike to get hands-on building their own 
creations

Fun facts

•	 The 7.5-metre-tall replica of the NASA Space 
Launch System took six weeks to build using 
460,000 bricks. A cherry picker was needed to 
put on the last bricks at the top of the rocket!

•	 The many versions of Bob the minifigure 
were built with 30,000 LEGO® bricks 

•	 LEGO® Braille has been integrated 
throughout CURIOSITY thanks to a 
partnership with Vision Australia 

•	 Ryan started playing LEGO® aged three after 
his grandmother gave him a blue and white 
boat that she bought for 29 cents from a 
supermarket 

•	 Ryan is one of just 24 LEGO® Certified 
Professionals globally, born in Shepparton 
and was a student at Catholic College 
Bendigo (now Catherine McAuley) 

•	 It took a year to put the exhibition together 
in conjunction with Questacon in Canberra. It 
was there for six months before making its 
way to Bendigo

“CURIOSITY is the first of a series of 
off-site events to be presented by Bendigo Art 
Gallery. We are thrilled to bring Ryan ‘Brickman’ 
McNaught’s mind-boggling LEGO® masterpieces 
to Bendigo, each one a showcase of imagination, 
creativity, and exceptional skill.” – Bendigo Art 
Gallery Director Jess Bridgfoot

“CURIOSITY speaks to the very heart of what we 
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do at Discovery, making science fun, accessible 
and inspiring for everyone.” – General Manager 
of the Discovery Science & Technology Centre 
Alissa Van Soest

The exhibition runs until November 29. For 
tickets, visit: www.discovery.asn.au

WHAT’S ON

Gallery Giggles 

Bring your little ones to Gallery Giggles. 
Joyful sessions of stories, songs and playful 
activities for babies to five-year-olds. A relaxed, 
welcoming space for families to connect, 
imagine and make memories together.

•	 Every Thursday and Friday

•	 Galkangu – Bendigo GovHub

•	 www.bendigoartgallery.com.au

After School Art

Creative sessions for young artists aged 10–18, 
exploring new materials, techniques and ideas. 
Each workshop encourages experimentation, 
confidence and the pure joy of making art in a 
fun, supportive environment. 

•	 Every Thursday of school term

•	 La Trobe Art Institute

•	 www.bendigoartgallery.com.au

Creative Company

Join us for relaxed creative sessions. Explore 
a new art medium each week, experiment 
freely, and finish with a reflective discussion. No 
experience needed, just curiosity, connection, 
and the joy of making.

•	 Every Thursday of school term

•	 La Trobe Art Institute

•	 www.bendigoartgallery.com.au

Australian Sheep & Wool Show

Celebrating the best of sheep, wool, food and 
fashion, the show features thousands of sheep, 
shearing and dog competitions, fashion parades, 
the Festival of Lamb, and hundreds of trade 

exhibitors.

•	 July 17-19

•	 Bendigo Showgrounds

•	 www.sheepshow.com

Bluey’s Big Play The Stage Show 

Join the Heelers in their first live theatre show 
made just for you. Featuring brilliantly created 
puppets, this is Bluey as you’ve never seen it 
before, brought to real life.

•	 July 18-19

•	 Ulumbarra Theatre

•	 www.gotix.com.au

Thriving Women 2026 Conference 

For the first time in Bendigo, the Thriving 
Women 2026 Conference will deliver two 
dynamic days of inspiring speakers, networking 
and ideas celebrating women in agriculture and 
regional communities.

•	 August 10-11

•	 All Seasons Resort Hotel Bendigo

•	 www.thrivingwomen.com.au

Canola Walk

Stroll along a specially created walking trail 
at The Shiraz Republic and Cornella Brewery 
to see the Cornella canola fields burst into a 
brilliant blanket of yellow. It’s an unforgettable 
nature experience for visitors of all ages. 

•	 Late August to mid September

•	 Shiraz Republic

•	 www.shirazrepublic.com.au

Beatles Legacy  

Experience the timeless masterpieces of Paul, 
John, George, and Ringo, in a musical journey 
from the early days of The Beatles to their 
acclaimed solo careers. This performance is part 
of the Midweek Matinees series.

•	 September 3

•	 The Capital

•	 www.gotix.com.au

http://www.discovery.asn.au
http://www.bendigoartgallery.com.au
http://www.bendigoartgallery.com.au
http://www.bendigoartgallery.com.au
http://www.sheepshow.com
http://www.gotix.com.au
http://www.thrivingwomen.com.au
http://www.shirazrepublic.com.au
http://www.gotix.com.au
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Vegecarien Festival 

Enjoy celebrations of community, culture and 
compassion while tasting delicious vegetarian 
and vegan dishes from around the world. Enjoy 
cooking demos, live music, guest speakers and 
kids activities. Pets are welcome too!

•	 October 3

•	 The Great Stupa of Universal Compassion

•	 www.stupa.au

Heritage & Hidden Spaces Wine Walk 

Enjoy a relaxed day of wine tasting and 
discovery in the heart of Bendigo. Wander 
between a range of venues in the city centre, 
some historic, some hidden, and some opened 
specially for this event. 

•	 October 17

•	 Various locations

•	 www.bendigoregion.com.au

CONTACT YOUR COUNCILLORS

Whipstick Ward 
Cr Owen Cosgriff 
o.cosgriff@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Epsom Ward 
Cr Andrea Metcalf 
a.metcalf@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Axedale Ward 
Cr Shivali Chatley 
s.chatley@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Eppalock Ward 
Cr Aaron Spong 
a.spong@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Ravenswood Ward 
Cr Damien Hurrell 
d.hurrell@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Lockwood Ward 
Cr Donna Nicholas 
d.nicholas@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Golden Square Ward 
Deputy Mayor Cr Karen Corr 
k.corr@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Lake Weeroona Ward 
Mayor Cr Thomas Prince 
t.prince@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Kennington Ward 
Cr Abhishek Awasthi 
a.awasthi@bendigo.vic.gov.au

http://www.stupa.au
http://www.bendigoregion.com.au

